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speech of chapter 13 are guides. Romans 1:1—4 shows how Paul confessed 
Jesus as Son of God (Rom. 8:3; Gal. 4:4; Col. 1:15-20; 1 Thess. 1:10). “Son of 
God” in the OT refers to Israel as a people (Exod. 4:22), the king of Israel (2 
Sam. 7:14; Ps. 89:26-27), and to the king of the future (Ps. 2:7 [seen as the 
covenantal ideal]; 1 En. 105.2; 2 Esd. [4 Ezra] 7:28-29; 13:32, 37, 52; 14:9; 
4Q174 1.10-11; Bruce 1988a: 190). Jesus is preached as the unique promised 


one of God; he is certainly seen in a glorified state, given Saul’s experience 
of him. Paul often goes to the synagogue to preach in Acts (13:5, 13-16; 
14:1; 16:13, 16; 17:1; 18:4; 19:8). He goes to more than one synagogue in 
Damascus to make his case. 


9:21 The crowd is amazed and perplexed and asks if this is not the 
persecutor from Jerusalem (¿Ziotn ua, existemi, to amaze: Luke 2:47; 8:56; 
Acts 2:7, 12; 8:13; 10:45; 12:16). The negative interrogative ovy (ouch) 
means that the question expects a positive reply. This man now preaching 
Jesus as the Son of God is the one who was trying to destroy believers, 
creating havoc among them. Saul is described as one who was pillaging (6 
mtop8noac, ho porthésas) believers or seeking their complete destruction 
(BAGD 693; BDAG 853). The Greek term appears only here and in Gal. 1:13, 
23. Paul uses it in Galatians to describe his own persecution of the church. 
In the LXX it is used of Antiochus against Jerusalem and of the murderers 
of Jewish martyrs (4 Macc. 4:23; 11:4; MM 529; Johnson 1992: 171). 

The reaction is amazement that a persecutor who was going to arrest 
believers is now preaching Jesus in the synagogue. The pluperfect “has 
come” (éAnAv6e1, elélythei) makes the point that persecution is no longer 
Saul’s goal. Either news of Saul’s mission for the Jewish leadership had 
reached Damascus before he arrived, or his reputation as a persecutor was 
well established and preceded him. It is as if a member of the Anti- 
Defamation League were now preaching Jesus. 


9:22 Saul continues to preach Jesus, growing stronger and confounding 
the Jews by proving that Jesus is the Christ. The description of Saul 
becoming stronger (éveduvapodto, enedynamouto) is in the imperfect and 
is not so much physical in force as conceptual. The prefixed form of the 
verb expresses the idea with a touch of emphasis. Saul is becoming 
stronger in his ability to preach Jesus. The term ovpbipaCw (symbibazö) 
often means to “unite” something. But since here a proposition is being 
defended, it has the sense of “proving” something to be so, combining the 
facts, if you will, to show something is the case (BAGD 777 §3; BDAG 956- 
57 §3; Acts 9:22; 16:10; 19:33; 1 Cor. 2:16; Eph. 4:11-16; Col. 2:1-3, 18-19). 
The participle is one of means here. So the force is that Saul “confounded 


them by proving” his claims about Jesus (Wallace 2000: 275). Paul is an 
effective preacher of Jesus from the start, becoming more effective as he 
continues. The idea of confounding (ovyyéw, syncheö) appears in the LXX, 
where God confounds people by introducing various languages (Gen. 11:7, 
9; also Acts 2:6; 19:32; 21:27, 31). “The Jews” (Iovdaiouc, loudaious) as a 
group separate from Christians appear here for the first time in Acts. 


9:23-25 The Jews take counsel to kill Saul, as they had concerning Jesus in 
Luke 11:53-54. The blame is placed on the nation as they now move to act 
with full hostility against him. Saul escapes a Jewish plot against his life 
with the disciples’ help. Saul apparently ministers long enough to have his 
own band of disciples. The Jews constantly watch the city gates to try to 
catch him, but Saul hides in a basket and is covertly lowered to safety. The 
term for “watch” (mapatnpéw, paratereö) often refers to hostile 
observance in Luke (Luke 6:7; 14:1; 20:20). The summary is Lukan, with 
many terms he alone uses or uses frequently. The verb for “kill” (avaıpew, 
anaireö) is used twenty-one times in Luke-Acts out of twenty-four NT 
occurrences; nineteen of them are in Acts. This is the first of several plots 
(¿mBovAn, epiboulé) noted in Acts (9:23-24; 20:3, 19; 23:30 [all against Paul 
by Jews]), the only NT occurrences of the term (also 23:21; 25:3 
conceptually). 

The term for “basket” (onupic, spyris) describes a container often used 
to collect excess food, such as at the feeding of the multitudes (Matt. 
15:37; 16:10; Mark 8:8, 20; Acts 9:24-25). It is like a hamper basket. Such 
escapes are not unusual (Josh. 2:15 [Jewish spies escape by being lowered 
by a rope]; 1 Sam. 19:12 [David lowered through a window]). Saul is 
lowered, possibly “along” a wall, an unusual use of $14 (dia) plus the 
genitive (BDF §223.5, although HCSB has “through [an opening] in the 
wall”; Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 509 suggest plausibly that windows in 
the gates were large enough for Paul to be let down through them). 
Second Corinthians 11:33 refers to this incident and speaks of his going 
through an opening in the wall, but Acts lacks the detail, although its 
language could reflect reminiscence of it. The action indicates that on 
some occasions Christians did not wait to be martyred but moved on to 


preach another day. The relationship of this escape to 2 Cor. 11:32-33 was 
treated in the introduction to this unit. 
In sum, in this passage Saul has now been introduced as a bold preacher 


for the Lord by Jesus’s own initiative and election. An important point 


emerges here. The dramatic nature of Saul's conversion indicates that 
many of the historical factors and claims about Jesus lying at the root of 
the faith must have been present and at work. Only their existence could 
explain how Saul the persecutor could have become Paul the apostle. 
Disciples must have been preaching the resurrection of Jesus with 
accompanying facts that could support the claim in order for Saul to even 
consider a conversion. In other words, when Jesus appeared to him, there 
must have been enough factual evidence to make such an appearance 


persuasive and plausible. In addition, although the final step of Saul’s 
conversion was quick and dramatic, in fact much had led up to it, 
including the planting of seed by people such as Stephen. The visible 
presence of the church and its message also must have made an 
impression. Even if at first his response to Christian preaching was 
negative, it still had an impact on Saul. His lips and actions reflected 
rejection, but God was at work opening his mind and heart until finally 
the light broke through. 

Conversion is an interesting phenomenon. For Saul, it was instant and 
dramatic; for others, especially those growing up in a Christian context, it 


might be very gradual. Saul's experience with a direct appearance of the 


Lord is the exception (Stott 1990: 165-66), but many do experience a kind 
of instant transformation where God opens the heart to receive the 


message. Fernando (1998: 302-4) highlights some features of conversion: 


God's initiative, a personal encounter with Jesus that leads to allegiance to 
him, a sense of connection to his community, and finally a sense of 


commission and belonging to him. Fortunately, after Saul's conversion, 
believers embraced Saul at God’s directive and connected him to the 


community, another important dimension of the church’s work in 
building community. New believers need special nurture. Saul 
experienced this. 


Yet in another very important sense, Saul's transformation was not 
rooted in his conversion in the sense that Saul did something. It was, 


rather, that he was overwhelmed by God’s grace and initiative as God 
called him to faith (Gal. 1:15; Hengel and Schwemer 1997: 101). As in the 
rest ofthe book of Acts, the main character is God and his work through 
Jesus. 


Additional Note 


9:25. The reading “his disciples” (i.e., Saul’s disciples) is the more difficult reading and is likely 
original, as disciples are usually tied to Jesus. Luke is making a point here: Saul’s ministry is 
effective. This is the reading of P’*, x, A, B, C, and 81°. Given the normal usage, the deletion of 
avtod (autou, his) was natural, resulting in “the disciples.” 


3. Saul in Jerusalem (9:26-30) 


This unit is an extension of the previous two units on Saul. It 
describes how the community in Jerusalem receives him initially 
with uncertainty. Indeed, the pattern of events in Damascus almost 


repeats itself in Jerusalem. Saul’s preaching leads to opposition and a 
plot that requires his departure. The new element in the account is 
that the church also needs to come to trust that Saul is a believer. It is 
Barnabas who enables those in Jerusalem to appreciate what the Lord 
has done for Saul. Not only is Barnabas generous with resources, but 
he also is gracious toward people. 

The unit is a summary account. The initial fear is described in 


verse 26 with Barnabas’s successful intervention in verse 27. Saul’s 


preaching of Jesus leads to another plot against his life in verses 28- 
29, so that Saul is taken to Tarsus in verse 30. The unit shows the 
church acclimating to the new instrument God has chosen. Saul also 
continues to deal with the prospect of persecution unto death. 
Sources here would be Paul, Barnabas, and the Jerusalem community 
(Fitzmyer 1998: 438 speaks of a Pauline source only). Barrett (1994: 
467) treats the unit with the same type of skepticism he did the 


previous passage (so also Haenchen 1987: 332-33, 335, who argues 
that if three years have passed, Jerusalem would know about Saul; 
Conzelmann 1987: 75). It seems better, however, to regard the 
uncertainty over Saul as fueled by his past and perhaps by the delay 
in his coming back to Jerusalem if he has been away for three years 
during his time in Damascus and Arabia. His work for the church, 
followed by a period of silence, might have caused uncertainty about 
him upon his return. It would be one thing to have heard about Saul, 
another for him to minister, disappear, and then reappear. 


Exegesis and Exposition 


26And when he had come to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples; and they were all afraid of 
him, for they did not believe he was a disciple. 27But being concerned for him, Barnabas brought 
him to the apostles and explained to them how on the road he had seen the Lord, who spoke to 
him, and how at Damascus he had preached boldly in the name of Jesus. 28So he went in and out 
among them at Jerusalem, preaching boldly in the name of the Lord, 29and he was speaking and 
was disputing with the Hellenists, but they were seeking to kill him. 30And when the brethren 
discovered it, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus. 


9:26 In Jerusalem, Saul’s conversion meets with skepticism when he tries 
to join the disciples. It is not clear whether the report about Saul has not 
made it back to Jerusalem or whether once the report is received it is 
viewed with skepticism, especially if this Jerusalem visit is delayed by 
several years. Should not the real, converted Saul be expected to have 
come back immediately? Thus the delay, instead of being a problem 
historically, may well have created an uncertain climate in an already 
tense atmosphere of persecution (Larkin 1995: 146 note on 9:26-27; 
Fitzmyer 1998: 438). At any rate, the Christians of Jerusalem are afraid of 
him when he first arrives. They remember what he did earlier. 


9:27 Barnabas speaks up for Saul before the apostles, explaining Saul’s 
vision and bold preaching for Jesus. The expression is “taking him, he 
brought him” (¿émbiafopuevoc avtov fiyayev, epilabomenos auton &gagen) to 
the apostles. The idea of “taking him” here has the force of “taking him 
under his wing” (Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 516). There is debate about 


the subject of the verb here, but that Barnabas speaks up for Saul is the 
most natural way to read the passage. Who and how many apostles are 


present is not stated. Galatians 1:18-19 mentions Paul seeing only Peter 
(and James), but this might mean in an extended private conversation. 
Another, more likely, option is that Peter represents all the apostles in this 
discussion, and thus to see him is to see the group (Bruce 1990: 243 speaks 


of a generalizing plural). Hengel and Schwemer (1997: 133-50) lay out a 
plausible scenario for the core of this account that includes some care to 
protect Paul initially. Galatians 1:18 puts this visit at fifteen days in 


duration. Hengel and Schwemer (1997: 205-21) also discuss Barnabas’s 


relationship to Paul and challenge skeptics of Luke’s account who 
question whether Barnabas was connected to the Jerusalem community at 


all. Hengel and Schwemer point out how Paul’s account of resurrection 
and the core of the gospel points to Jerusalem as the roots of the tradition, 
given the list of appearances in 1 Cor. 15. They note that (1) Barnabas is a 


Semitic name; (2) his relatives are in Jerusalem, as John Mark's locale 
indicates; (3) levitical property would likely be in the area; and (4) 


Barnabas's lapse toward Judaism in Gal. 2:13 also suggests a tie to 
Jerusalem. About such skepticism they say, “Isn't this completely 
unrestrained criticism of Luke just a pretext for developing one’s own 
creative imagination as freely as possible?” (1997: 212). Later they add, 
“The questionable separation of Barnabas from Jerusalem, in analogy to 
that of Paul, is caused by the ahistorical tendency, in the footsteps of F. C. 
Baur, to make the gulf between Jerusalem and Antioch as wide as possible 
from the beginning. Behind this lies a latent aversion to the Judaism of the 
mother country” (Hengel and Schwemer 1997: 214). Finally, one of the 
authors concludes, “I believe that Paul’s sparse but at the same time 
illuminating information about Barnabas will be understood better if we 
trust Luke’s accounts rather more than is usual today” (1997: 216). 

The verb used for Saul’s preaching is nappno1dCopon (parr&siazomai, 
speak freely, openly, or fearlessly; BAGD 631 §1; BDAG 782 §1; see also v. 
28b). Acts uses this verb often (18:26; 19:8; 13:46; 26:26; 14:3). It is one of 
two defenses Barnabas uses for Saul. Barnabas also explains how the Lord 
called Saul. Only someone of Barnabas’s stature and respect could bring 
the church to lay aside its fears. Barnabas will be a key companion of Saul 
later in Acts (11:25-30; 12:25; chaps. 13-14) but will separate from him in 
15:37-40 over John Mark. He is an example of someone who works for the 
church’s unity and reconciliation. 


9:28-29 Saul is ministering in Jerusalem, again boldly contending for the 
gospel, taking on the Hellenistic Jews who executed Stephen and now seek 
to kill him. Saul addresses people in the name of the Lord. Saul and the 
Jerusalem church, including the apostles, are working together. The verbs 
for speaking and contending are part of a periphrastic imperfect. The 


picture is of an ongoing campaign of bold evangelism. Saul apparently 
ministers only in the city, as Gal. 1:22 says. He is not known personally by 
the church of Judea, which may well mean the church of the larger region 
(Fitzmyer 1998: 440). 


9:30 When danger to Saul's life becomes clear, he is taken to Caesarea and 


Tarsus. Acts 22:17-21 notes direction from the Lord for this move. Since 
Caesarea is a port town, he may well have sailed to Tarsus (on Tarsus, see 


comments on 9:10-12). Caesarea was a key city, possibly the fifth largest in 
the empire, and home to a large Jewish community, possibly as large as 


half the city (Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 519-20). It was the principal port 
city of the Herodian kingdom. After his escape, Saul is absent from the 
story of Acts until 11:25. Why does he go to Tarsus? We do not know, but, 


given Paul's later travels and the possible locale of Tarsus in Jewish 
understanding, Tarsus being his former home may not be the only reason. 
Apparently there is a safe community there to care for him. Hengel and 


Schwemer (1997: 171-77) suggest it is because, in terms of Jewish salvation 
history, Tarsus was on the edge of the land of Japheth, and so Saul is doing 
the opposite of Jonah. We cannot be sure this is right, but neither can it be 
ruled out. 

In sum, Saul/Paul begins his ministry. His conversion leads to an 
immediate desire to serve. The Gentile mission awaits. But that 


breakthrough will require the Lord’s direct intervention and leading. God 
will use no one other than Peter, whose credibility will help the church to 


cross over this difficult ethnic bridge. Saul’s work of evangelism shows 
how the Lord can lead even the most hostile into conversion. The church’s 
faithful witness in the midst of suffering lays the groundwork for Saul’s 


response. Stott (1990: 178-79) summarizes Saul’s early ministry this way: 
it was Christ-centered, driven by the Spirit, courageous, and costly. We 
would note that the church’s members also nurtured it, as they 
encouraged his calling and cared for him when persecution grew to 
dangerous levels. 


III. Persecution in Jerusalem Moves the Message to Judea and Samaria as aNew Witness Emerges 
(6:8-9:31) 
C. Philip in Samaria and with a Eunuch from Ethiopia (8:5-40) 
D. The Conversion and Early Reception of Saul (9:1-30) 

» E. Closing Summary (9:31) 


E. Closing Summary (9:31) 


This third large unit closes as the last one did in 6:7, with a simple 


summary of the church’s growth. These summaries function like 
triumphant choral refrains in the book, as they ring out with joy over 
what God is doing. 


Exegesis and Exposition 


31So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria was experiencing peace. Being 
built up and proceeding in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it was being 
multiplied. 


9:31 The term éxkAnoia (ekklesia, church) carries its technical, theological 
meaning of the community of believers, but with a new twist (earlier 5:11; 
8:1, 3). The term here is singular; it is one community in three regions that 
is in view. This sense of the church in many locales appears only here and 
in 20:28. Usually the word refers to a specific local gathering (13:1; 14:23, 
27; 15:3; 16:5; 18:22; 19:32, 39, 40; 20:17; Jervell 1998: 294). 

The church now has spread to Galilee and Samaria, moving well outside 
Jerusalem. In this context, it is not a building or place but a group of 
people who share a faith in Jesus. The threefold grouping may well 
indicate that all the native Jewish areas have been covered by the gospel 
(Barrett 1994: 472). Luke has said nothing to us about the church in Galilee 


until here (also only in 10:37; 13:31). But the key area of Jesus’s earthly 


ministry has responded to him. This new detail indicates that Luke’s 
account is selective in what it mentions. Samaria has been noted with 
more detail, but Galilee too has a community. 

The peace and growth the church experiences are part of the support 
the Spirit gives to the community even in the midst of persecution. This 
support is called “comfort” or “encouragement” (mapakAnoet, paraklesei), 
one of four occurrences of this term in Acts (4:36-37 [of Barnabas]; 9:31; 
13:15; 15:31; but see the description of the Spirit with this concept in John 
14-16). The term has a broad meaning, and to choose between comfort 
and encouragement here seems to narrow the word too much. 

Both comfort and encouragement yield peace. Peace (eiprjvn, eirene) 
appears seven times in Acts (7:26; 9:31; 10:36-38; 12:20; 15:32-33; 16:36; 
24:2-3). Acts 4:17-32 already described how this combination of peace and 
persecution worked. It is important to note that although there is 
pressure from persecution all around, the church itself is at peace. The 
result is edification or strengthening (oikoSopoupévn, oikodomoumene, 
being built). This participle almost has the force of a result, so that peace 
leads to strength (“experienced peace and thus was strengthened” in NET; 
note our translation). This strength is rooted in the support of the Spirit 
and an attitude that fears the Lord. They fear the Lord, which increases 
their ability to cope with the circumstances. The phrase tov góBov tod 
Kupiov (ton phobon tou kyriou, the fear of the Lord) last appears in the NT in 
2 Cor. 5:11. 

Several things contribute to the church’s health and sense of peace: it is 
a community that (1) is being strengthened, (2) lives in the fear of the 
Lord, and (3) is receiving the comfort that the Spirit of God is able to 
supply. With these unusual ingredients and despite the presence of 
persecution and rejection by others, the church “was being multiplied” 


(énAnOvveto, eplethyneto). The passive probably points to God’s growing 
the church in the midst of all of these factors. 


II. The Early Church in Jerusalem (1:12-6:7) 
III. Persecution in Jerusalem Moves the Message to Judea and Samaria as aNew Witness Emerges 
(6:8-9:31) 
» IV. The Gospel to the Gentiles and More Persecution in Jerusalem (9:32-12:25) 
V. The Mission from Antioch and the Full Incorporation of Gentiles (13:1-15:35) 


IV. The Gospel to the Gentiles and More 
Persecution in Jerusalem (9:32-12:25) 


This section of Acts transitions from Peter to Paul, from Jerusalem to 
Antioch, from outreach to Jews to Gentile inclusion. Peter begins the unit, 
still active in healing and raising people from the dead (9:32-43). Next 
comes the section’s dominant unit, the conversion of Cornelius’s house, 
an event that requires visions from God on both sides to bring things 
together. It also includes one of the main speeches in Acts, where 
Scripture recedes from being cited but the theology of what God is doing 
through Jesus is fully expressed (10:1-43). The reaction to Gentile 
inclusion is not automatic, so Peter must explain to Jerusalem how it 
happened. The short answer is that God brought about this inclusion 
(11:1-18). We also obtain a glimpse of the church in Antioch, to which 
Barnabas brings Saul from Tarsus, and Agabus leads the church through a 
prophetic word to provide famine relief for Jerusalem (11:19-30). The 
church outside Israel is caring for the church there. Finally, during the 
persecution in Jerusalem, James, not the Lord’s brother but the brother of 
John, is slain. Peter is also arrested, but the apostle is spared through a 
miraculous release by God. God rescues Peter from Herod, whose arrogant 
speech leads to God’s judgment against him (12:1-23). A summary about 
the church’s health closes the unit, as is always the case in Acts (12:24). 
God is protecting as the church is suffering but growing. 


IV. The Gospel to the Gentiles and More Persecution in Jerusalem (9:32-12:25) 
» A. Peter Performs Two Miracles at Lydda and Joppa (9:32-43) 

B. Peter and Cornelius: The Gospel to the Gentiles (10:1-11:18) 

C. The Church at Antioch: Barnabas, Saul, and Agabus (11:19-30) 


A. Peter Performs Two Miracles at Lydda and 
Joppa (9:32-43) 


Peter continues his apostolic work in Lydda and Joppa as Luke 
presents two brief miracle accounts, one of a paralytic and another of 


resuscitation from the dead. Pesch (1986a: 317-18, 321-22) describes 
six elements in the healing account and fifteen elements in the 
resuscitation event to show how the second account is far more 
detailed and brings the paired accounts to a climax. 

This is our first glimpse of Peter since Acts 8:25. It is often 


suggested that these miracles are here because they explain Peter’s 
presence in the area of Caesarea, where Cornelius lives. It is also 
argued that they were attached to the Cornelius account in the 
tradition (Marshall 1980: 177; Pesch 1986a: 317). Fitzmyer (1998: 443), 
however, suggests that the accounts may have been independent. 
There is no way to know. 

In Lydda, Peter heals a paralyzed man named Aeneas (9:32-35), 
and in Joppa he raises Dorcas from the dead (9:36-43). Peter has done 
miracles earlier, so the question is, Why have more miracles here? 
The answer seems to be that Luke is setting up the next event, where 
Cornelius is the first full Gentile to come to the Lord. The point is that 
God is still working quite powerfully through this apostle, as he 
becomes God's instrument to make this breakthrough. Whether it is 
the power to walk or the power to restore life, Peter is still blessed of 
God. His ministry parallels Jesus’s healings and the work of the 
prophets, especially Elijah and Elisha (Weiser 1981: 238; 1 Kings 
17:17-24; 2 Kings 4:32-37). Stipp (1999: 71-73) notes parallels in 1 


Kings 17 with an upper room, the removal of witnesses, prayer, and 
the opening of the eyes. He also points to the fulfillment again of 
words uttered in Acts 4:10: healing has taken place in the name of 
Jesus. Johnson (1992: 179) also points out that the juxtaposition of 
Peter and Saul shows how God is using a variety of people to 
accomplish his task. 

Peter also ministers to a variety of people, as we have a pair, aman 
and a woman, who benefit from this divine work. Luke favors gender 
pairing, which is evidenced as far back as the infancy narrative in his 
Gospel, with Simeon and Anna. 


Exegesis and Exposition 


32Now as Peter went through the area among them all [to visit them], he came down also to the 
saints who lived at Lydda. 33There he found a certain man with the name of Aeneas, who had 
been confined to a bed for eight years because he was paralyzed. 34And Peter said to him, 
“Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you; rise up and make your bed.” And immediately he arose. 35And all 
who lived in Lydda and Sharon who saw him turned to the Lord. 

36Now there was in Joppa a certain female disciple named Tabitha, which means Dorcas. She 
was full of good works and acts of mercy. 37In those days, she became sick and died. And washing 
her, they laid her in an upper room. 38Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, hearing that 
Peter was in the city, sent two men to him, entreating him, “Please do not delay to come to us.” 
39So Peter rose and went with them. And when he had come, they took him to the upper room. All 
the widows stood there with him, weeping and showing tunics and other garments that Dorcas 
made while she was with them. 40But Peter sent them all outside and knelt down and prayed; 
then, turning to the body, he said, “Tabitha, rise.” And she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she 
sat up. 44And giving her his hand, Peter lifted her up. Then, calling the saints and the widows, he 
presented her alive. 42And it became known throughout all Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 
43And he stayed in Joppa for many days with one Simon, a tanner. 


9:32 Peter is traveling through the region, apparently on a church 
preaching and visitation tour. He visits the saints at Lydda. The city of 
Lydda (= OT Lod, 1 Chron. 8:12; 1 Macc. 11:34) is on the road from 


Jerusalem to Joppa, about a day’s journey by foot from Joppa and twenty- 
five miles northwest of Jerusalem (Josephus, J.W. 3.9.3 9841920; Ant. 20.6.2 
$130). It was the center of a toparchy, one of ten administrative districts in 


Judea (Josephus, J.W. 3.3.5 9852-56; Johnson 1992: 177). It was a 
predominantly Jewish town of mixed population. Commerce revolved 
around pottery making, wine, figs, and linen work (Le Cornu and Shulam 
2003: 527). The origin of the church here is not discussed, but Barrett 


(1994: 477) suggests that it might be the result of Philip’s ministry. 


9:33-34 Luke introduces us to Aeneas with little detail other than his 
malady. Is he a believer? We are not told, but it is likely that if he were not, 
then the healing might well have led to a remark about his conversion, as 
Luke indicates in verse 35 for the town’s other residents (Barrett 1994: 
480). He is paralyzed and has been confined to bed for eight years. The 
idea is expressed in an adjectival participle, followed by a relative clause 
that has almost the force of a causal idea (katakeinevov ¿mì Kpaßattov, Oc 
Tv rrapadedvpiévoc, katakeimenon epi krabattou, hos én paralelymenos: 
“Aeneas, who had been confined to a mattress for eight years because he 
was paralyzed” [NET]). 

Peter heals him in the name of Jesus Christ and tells him to arise. Peter 
makes a declaration of healing instead of calling on Jesus to heal. He 
already knows what the Lord has done and tells Aeneas the good news. To 
mediate healing is an ability Peter received during Jesus’s ministry (Luke 
9:1, 6; 10:9). 

This is one of four occurrences of the verb iouar (iaomai, heal) in Acts 
(the others are 10:38, where it describes what Jesus did; 28:8, where Paul 
performs a healing; and 28:27, where Isa. 6:10 LXX is cited and the 
prospect of God healing is challenged because the people are resistant to 
him). The tense here is an aoristic present, simply summarizing the fact 
that healing takes place (Robertson 1934: 866; BDF §320). Here the healing 
is explicitly associated with the risen Jesus, just as it was in Acts 4:1-12. 
The Jesus focus parallels in form the healing of 3:1-10, which Acts 4 
explains. 

The healing is immediate. Aeneas is told, “Make your bed.” The phrase 
OTPAOOV GEAUTA (ströson seautö) means “spread for yourself,” which could 
mean “set the table” or “make your bed” (BDAG 949; BAGD 771). Given the 
situation, a command to make the bed is more natural. The instruction 
means that he can now care for himself, since he is restored. Other similar 


healings involve Jesus, Peter, and Paul (Luke 5:12-17; Acts 3:1-10; 14:8-12; 
in a summary, 8:7). This tradition of apostolic healing was well known (2 


Cor. 12:12; Rom. 15:18-19; Weiser 1981: 241). 


9:35 The healing lays the groundwork for conversions to the Lord in 
Lydda and the Sharon region. Joppa (v. 36) is about twelve miles from 
Lydda and on the coast (on Joppa, Josephus, J.W. 3.9.3 §§419-20, describes 
a rough shore with precipices into the sea). Lydda and Sharon respond, 
and those who dwell there are said “to turn” to the Lord. This is one of 
two occurrences of the phrase “turn to the Lord” (¿néotpeyav ¿mi Tov 
KUPLOV, epestrepsan epi ton kyrion; Acts 11:21). The region was partly 
Gentile, as Sharon comprised the coastal plain extending from Joppa to 
Carmel and to Caesarea. Joppa was a far more Gentile city than Lydda 
(Barrett 1994: 482) and was involved in battles during the Maccabean war 
(Josephus, Ant. 13.5.10 $180; 13.6.4 $202; 13.6.7 8215). The reference to all 
being converted is a Lukan hyperbole for a significant number coming to 
the Lord. 


9:36-37 A woman, Tabitha, is introduced in a manner that underscores 
her character. She is “full of good works and acts of mercy.” This is the 
only reference to a female “disciple” with the term pa6ntpia (mathétria) in 
the NT. “Acts of charity” (&Xennoovvöv, eleemosynön) refers to providing 
alms—acts of mercy through charitable giving. Almsgiving was highly 
regarded in Judaism (Tob. 1:3, 16; 3:2; 4:7-8; Sir. 7:10). The detail suggests 
that she is wealthy and generous. The alms may involve widows if verse 39 
points in this direction. Her name means “gazelle” or “deer” in Aramaic. 
Translated into Greek, her name is Dorcas. “Gazelle” was the metaphor for 
“beloved” in Song 2:9 and 8:14 (Johnson 1992: 177). In this case, the name 
fits her character. 

Dorcas becomes sick and dies. The care for her includes washing her 
body in preparation for burial (m. Sabb. 23.5; Semahot 11.2; Homer, Il. 
18.350), but the placing of her body in an upper room is unusual. This 
action may well express the faith and hope that she can be raised from the 
dead, as usually burial took place before sunset in Judaism. Her being kept 
may also indicate a more Hellenistic Jewish approach to burial, as Joppa 


was a heavily Hellenistic city. She may well have been anointed, as this 


was common. In this case, “washing” is shorthand for the entire 
preparation procedure. In the OT, bodies in an upper room were often 
noted in resuscitation accounts (1 Kings 17:19; 2 Kings 4:10, 21; Marshall 


1980: 179). Luke’s Gospel has two such accounts (Luke 7:11-17; 8:49-56). 
When a body was kept, it was kept for three days because there was the 
belief that after three days the soul had departed (John 11:17; m. Yebam. 
16.3; Lev. Rabbah 18.1; Eccles. Rabbah 12.6). 


9:38-40 Those in Joppa, knowing Peter is near, send two emissaries to 
bring him to Dorcas (on two messengers: Acts 8:14; 11:30; 13:3; 15:27; 19:22; 
23:23). They ask him not to delay in coming to them. The phrase un 
okvriong (mē oknésés) is an NT hapax; the subjunctive indicates a formal 
request (Num. 22:16; Sir. 7:35). Barrett (1994: 484) argues that the wording 
expresses the concern that such a request might be refused either because 


Peter is on tour or because Joppa is a Hellenistic city. But Peter’s 
immediate response makes it likely that they sensed he would come. The 
formal request simply reflects respect. 

Peter meets the weeping widows and is shown tunics and cloths that 
Dorcas had made. The middle voice ém6e1kvbpevat (epideiknymenai) 
perhaps indicates that what is shown is what they are wearing. Barrett 
(1994: 485) suggests that the expression indicates only that they own what 
is shown. Either sense is possible. Widows are mentioned only three times 
in Acts, twice in this passage (6:1; 9:41; cf. 1 Tim. 5:9-10; 16). Peter asks 
them to leave the room (2 Kings 4:33) as he prays and calls her back to life 
with the command to rise, in language very similar to Mark 5:41.[1] Luke 
underscores again the power of prayer as Peter intercedes for the woman. 
The goal appears to be not to draw excessive attention to himself as the 
healer (Pesch 1986a: 324). She opens her eyes and rises up to recognize 


Peter (2 Kings 4:35; Luke 7:15).[2] Peter’s prayer mediates life to Dorcas, as 
the Lord hears his appeal. The mood of the passage is much like Luke 8:54— 


55. The parallel is no accident. Peter’s ministry shows that Jesus is still at 
work. 


9:41-42 Peter presents her alive (ZGo0av, zösan) to the saints, including the 
widows (Mark 5:40-42; 2 Kings 4:33-36; also using a form of Caw [zao, live] 
for the resurrected Jesus, Acts 1:3). Her healing becomes well known in 
Joppa and leads many “to believe in the Lord” (Acts 11:17), just as the 


healing of Aeneas caused many “to turn to the Lord” in Lydda and Sharon 
(9:35). The two summaries show the synonymous character of these 
expressions for coming to faith (Williams 1990: 182). 


9:43 Peter stays in Joppa for a few days with Simon, a tanner. The 
reference to Simon almost treats his vocation as a surname (BDAG 185; 


BAGD 148; MM 118). A tanner would work with dead animals” carcasses, an 
unclean occupation (m. Ketub. 7.10; m. B. Bat. 2.9; Le Cornu and Shulam 


2003: 542-43 describe it as a “despised” trade). We should not make too 
much of this, however, given that Peter is not a Pharisee, who would be 
sensitive about such scruples, but a fisherman-apostle (Marshall 1980: 
180). Still, that Peter would house himself in such an unclean place shows 


that some in the church’s leadership are not overly sensitive about all 
aspects of Jewish purity laws. 

In sum, the Lord is still powerful and active in his work through Peter as 
we approach the breakthrough of reaching out directly to Gentiles. Peter 
is the picture of the faithful servant as his healing power brings people 
back to life and usefulness. These miracles frame the important events 
that follow. God uses an authenticated, trustworthy minister to take the 
gospel to the Gentiles, an action that will prove to be controversial. 

Peter is an example in ministry, but so is Tabitha. She illustrates 
someone who ministers to needs, showing mercy to others (Fernando 
1998: 311). 

The role of hospitality in Acts receives little attention. Wherever Peter, 
and later Paul, went, people were ready to host them, an important 
ministry to those who serve the Lord on the road. 


IV. The Gospel to the Gentiles and More Persecution in Jerusalem (9:32-12:25) 
A. Peter Performs Two Miracles at Lydda and Joppa (9:32-43) 

» B. Peter and Cornelius: The Gospel to the Gentiles (10:1-11:18) 
C. The Church at Antioch: Barnabas, Saul, and Agabus (11:19-30) 


B. Peter and Cornelius: The Gospel to the 
Gentiles (10:1-11:18) 


This section is one of the most important units in Acts. Here the gospel 
goes out directly to a Gentile and his household for the first time. 
Everything is coordinated by God, as was the case with Saul's conversion. 
The Spirit’s coming upon the group independently of any action by Peter 
also confirms God's direction in what takes place, a point Peter makes 
very clearly when the controversial inclusion of the Gentiles is discussed 
in 11:15-18. In a sense this scene is the book’s turning point, as from here 
the gospel will fan out in all directions to people across a vast array of 
geographical regions, something Paul's three missionary journeys will 
underscore. 

The section comes in two segments: (1) the divine direction of Cornelius 
and Peter that leads to Peter’s speech and Cornelius’s household coming 


to faith (10:1-48) and (2) the report to Jerusalem about the event, a report 
that is required because some Jewish believers are concerned about 


Gentiles being included in the promised plan of God for Israel (11:1-18). In 


the end, the dispute’s resolution comes with the recognition that God has 
given the same Holy Spirit to the Gentiles that the believing community 
received at the beginning, an allusion back to Acts 2. So, if one asks how it 
is that Gentiles came to be a part of the people of God, the answer is that 
God directed it, not that anyone among the Twelve decided it would be so. 
That this event would have been controversial is not surprising, given 
the past history of problematic relationships between Jews and Gentiles, 
not to mention the hope held by many in Judaism that the end of the age 
would bring vindication against Gentiles. Everything about this event 


shows that God’s way includes reconciliation and compassion offered to 
all who will respond. God is not about achieving revenge, although justice 
will come one day. Though overplaying the language of myth and legend, 
Walker (2001) indicates that the manner in which Luke tells this story has 
points of contact with Greco-Roman accounts of the origins of 
communities and what he terms “guestfriendship.” As such, this section is 
a key element in Luke’s legitimization of the church as a thriving 
institution that was designed for Jews and Gentiles by God's plan and 
direction. 


1. Peter and Cornelius (10:1-48) 


This unit is nicely structured. Its importance is indicated by how it 
dominates the central portion of Acts. The event portrayed here is 


the major topic of Acts 10-11 as well as an important element in Acts 
15. Cornelius is directed to send emissaries to fetch Peter in 10:1-8. 
Then God directs Peter through a vision in 10:9-16. The meeting of 
Cornelius’s emissaries with Peter follows in 10:17-23a. Next is the 
journey to Cornelius’s home in 10:23b-33, followed by Peter’s speech 
in 10:34-43, The major new theme in the speech is the ethnic 
impartiality of God (vv. 34-35). In addition, an old christological 
theme, “Christ is Lord of all,” finds new depth (v. 36). If Jesus is Lord 
of all, then the gospel can go to all. Finally, the unit’s climactic and 


decisive event is the surprising divine bestowal of the Spirit in 10:44— 
48. 


Gaventa (2003: 163) shows the unit's balance, resulting from eight 
scenes in four parts: two visions (Cornelius: 10:1-8; Peter: 10:9-16), 
the journey and welcome (Cornelius: 10:17-23a; 23b-29); speeches 
(Cornelius: 10:30-33; Peter: 10:34-43); confirmation (the Holy Spirit: 
10:44-48; the community: 11:1-18). 

The hand of God appears throughout, directing the main 


characters. God’s independent action in giving the Spirit makes clear 
that these Gentiles are welcome among the people of God. This 
theme has been prepared for throughout Luke-Acts (Luke 2:32; 3:6; 


24:47; Acts 1:4-8). The key to the passage is the way it stretches the 
old view of who counts among God's people. Nothing sets forth the 
theme of the passage more clearly than the opening of Peter’s 

speech: “Truly I perceive that God shows no partiality, but in every 


nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to 


him” (Acts 10:34-35). The speech goes on to show that to fear God is 
to embrace Jesus and his promise of forgiveness. 

The source ofthe account is ultimately Peter and perhaps some of 
those who were with him. Hengel and Schwemer (1997: 154) speak of 
a Jerusalem source and a Lukan exaggeration that Cornelius is the 
first converted non-Jew. They argue that disciples such as Philip 
would have inevitably preached to non-Jews in their Diaspora 
mission. It is also likely that Luke has stylized the scene, and it is 
possible that a tradition about Cornelius existed in a place such as 
Caesarea or Jerusalem. This may have been the first conversion with 
an explicit supportive sign from the Spirit. This would explain why 
Luke has presented the event as epoch-making: it functioned as 
confirmation of the direction things were going. Kurz (1997) studies 
the narration of the passage and its repetitions from a narrative 
perspective. He points out a mixture of a dominating third-person 


narration, which makes use of an “omniscient” narrator, and some 
first-person narration that only observes what a character could see. 


Dickerson (1997b) speaks of a “New Character” narrative formula 
with the introduction of Cornelius. It is what Cornelius represents as 
a Gentile that makes his character so important to Acts. Soon there 
will be many Corneliuses. Luke employs his common style of 
introduction, describing the figure and then telling a story about 
him. 

There is also scholarly discussion of the scene”s historical 
elements. Some express skepticism about the vision because it deals 


with food, not fellowship and conversion (Haenchen 1987: 356-63; 
Conzelmann 1987: 80 says that it has only a historical kernel —that 
Peter had a mission to such locales). Barrett (1994: 492—98) notes 
three important issues: (1) the breakthrough, although Cornelius is 


really close to Judaism; (2) Peter’s vision and the scene”s tension with 
Mark 7; and (3) the tension between this account and Acts 15. He 
opts, it seems, for a possible Caesarean source in which these themes 
were present, but Luke has heightened their importance. The roots of 


the view splitting Cornelius’s conversion from Peter’s vision go back 


to Dibelius (1956: 107-22). 
Such objections to this scene, however, lack merit. The debate 


about whether the vision’s topic is food fails to see the cultural and 
symbolic nature built into the associations made in the vision 


between food, fellowship, and thus acceptance. Marshall (1980: 181- 


82) cogently argues for the scene’s essential historicity. To have 
fellowship with Gentiles and receive them as equals means that 
Gentile food and Jewish purity laws are not going to be issues for the 
church or a cause for separation between the ethnic groups that Jesus 
will reconcile. 


Witherington (1998: 344-45) notes how central Peter’s vision is to 
the development of the entire scene, so that it is not easily separated 


out from the account as a distinct incident (also S. Wilson 1973: 171- 


78; Lóning 1974; Haacker 1980; Schneider 1982: 61-63). 

Regarding the tensions with Mark 7, it can be said that the 
implications of what Jesus taught in Mark 7 were slow to penetrate 
the church and that the key point Mark makes about clean and 
unclean foods is his later editorial comment after that understanding 
had been achieved. 

Regarding Acts 15, the issue here was not whether Gentiles should 
be included but how and what they should be asked to do and not do. 
This is merely a further step toward assimilating the new group 
smoothly into the church. The Jerusalem Council reviews what took 
place with Cornelius to consider the implications of God placing no 
conditions on the Spirit’s reception by Gentiles. This tension, then, is 
overstated as well. The event is well rooted in history and also makes 
sense of what takes place later. 

The speech's source is debated, with many simply arguing that it is 
a Lukan composition (Wilckens 1974: 50-56). Fitzmyer (1998: 459), 
however, contends that it contains traces of source material from 
tradition, citing especially the remarks of verses 36-37. He also notes 
how those verses are tied together and the use of allusions to Isa. 52:7 
and 61:1. 


The significance of this scene is that what began as a Jewish 
movement struggling for acceptance within Judaism has now 
expanded to become a movement to reach all people. God directs and 


confirms this expansion. Theophilus may well have been a “God- 


fearer” who was struggling with his choice to be part of this Jesus 
movement. After all, many of the original Jewish recipients of the 
kingdom promise were hesitant to join. In addition, the God-fearers 
and Gentiles to whom the movement expanded later were 
controversial members. Did Theophilus really belong here? Was this 


really God’s movement, given the persecution it was facing? Should 
he stay in or be a part of it? Luke’s answer is that God designed all of 


this, namely, Jesus’s rejection, the church's suffering, and, especially, 
Gentile inclusion. 


Exegesis and Exposition 


1At Caesarea there was a certain man named Cornelius, a centurion out of what was known as 
the Italian Cohort, 2a pious man, who was fearing God together with his household, giving many 
alms to the people and always praying to God. 3About the ninth hour of the day, he clearly beheld 
in a vision an angel of God coming to him and saying, “Cornelius.” 4And staring at him and being 
terrified, he said, “What is it, Lord?” And he said to him, “Your prayers and your alms have 
ascended as a tribute before God. 5And now send men to Joppa, and bring one Simon who is 
called Peter; this one is staying with Simon a tanner, whose house is by the seaside.” "When the 
angel who was speaking to him departed, he called for two of his servants and a pious soldier 
from among those who waited on him, 8and having told them everything, he sent them to Joppa. 

9The next day, as they were on their journey and coming near the city, Peter went up on the 
housetop to pray about the 'sixth” hour. 10And he became hungry and desired something to eat; 
but while they were preparing it, he fell into a trance lland saw the heaven opened and a vessel 
descending, like a great sheet, let down by four corners upon the earth. 12In it were all kinds of 
four-footed creatures and reptiles of the earth and birds of the sky. 13And there came a voice to 
him, “Rise, Peter, sacrifice and eat.” 14But Peter said, “No way, Lord; for | have never eaten 
anything common or unclean.” 15And the voice came to him again a second time, “What God has 
cleansed, you shall not regard as common.” 16This happened three times, and the thing was taken 
up "at once” to heaven. 

17Now while Peter was inwardly perplexed as to what the vision that he had seen might mean, 
behold, the men sent by Cornelius, having sought out Simon’s house, stood before the gate 
18and, calling out, inquired whether Simon who was called Peter was lodging there. 19And while 


Peter was pondering the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Behold, "three men are looking for you. 
20Rise and go down, and accompany them without concern; for | have sent them.” 21And Peter, 
going down to the men, said, “I am the one you are looking for; what is the reason for your 
coming?” 22And they said, “Cornelius, a centurion, a righteous and God-fearing man, holding a 
good reputation according to the entire nation of the Jews, was instructed in an appearance by a 
holy angel to send for you to come to his house and to hear what you have to say.” 23So he called 
them in to be his guests. 

The next day Peter arose and went off with them, and some of the brethren from Joppa 
accompanied them. 24 And on the following day they entered Caesarea. Cornelius, expecting 
them, had invited his kinsmen and close friends. 25As Peter entered, Cornelius, meeting him and 
falling down at his feet, gave him homage. 26 But Peter lifted him up, saying, “" * Stand up; I too 
am aman" 7? 27And as he was talking with him, Peter went in and found many people gathered; 
28and he said to them, “You yourselves know how it is unlawful for a Jew to associate with or visit 
any one of another nation; but God has shown me that | should not regard any person common or 
unclean. 2250 when I was sent for, | came without objection. | ask, then, why you sent for me.” 

30And Cornelius said, “Four days ago, | was" ' praying in my house "at about the ninth hour”; 
and behold, a man stood before me in bright apparel, 31saying, “Cornelius, Your prayers have 
been heard and your alms have been remembered before God. 32Send therefore to Joppa and 
seek out Simon who is called Peter; he is lodging at the house of Simon, a tanner, by the seaside.’ 
3350 | sent to you at once, and you have been kind enough to come. Now therefore we are here in 
God's presence to hear all the things that you have been commanded ' by ' the Lord.” 

34And Peter, opening his mouth, said, “Truly | perceive that God shows no partiality, 35but in 
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36The word you 
know ‘that ' he sent to the children of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ (this one is 
Lord of all). 37Y0u know what took place through all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the 
baptism that John preached: 38the discussion about Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed him 
with the Holy Spirit and with power. Jesus went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39And we are witnesses to all that he did both in the 
country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They also killed him by hanging him on a tree. 4°God raised 
this one on the third day and caused him to be visible, 41not to all the people but to us, witnesses, 
who were chosen beforehand by God. We ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 
42And he commanded us to preach to the people and testify that this one is ordained by God to be 
judge of the living and the dead. 43To this one all the prophets testify that forgiveness of sins 
through his name is received by everyone who believes in him.” 

44While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the message. 
45And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were astonished 
because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles. *6For they heard 
them speaking in tongues and magnifying God. Then Peter declared, 47“Can any forbid water for 
baptizing these who received the Spirit even as we did?” 48And he commanded them in the name 
of Jesus Christ to be baptized. Then they asked him to remain for some days. 


10:1-2 This key scene begins in Caesarea, an important town already 
noted in Acts 9:30. It is where the Roman prefect lives, and thus it has a 


heavy Roman presence. Josephus (Ant. 15.9.6 §§331—41) describes Herod’s 


building up of Caesarea into a major administrative and harbor city. In J.W. 
3.9.1 8409 Josephus notes that mostly Gentiles inhabited it. The city was 
formerly known as Strato’s Tower. It had an amphitheater, a hippodrome, 
and atemple dedicated to Caesar. Its role as the Roman provincial capital 
is why Cornelius is there. 

Cornelius is a centurion, acommander of one ofthe six units of one 
hundred men within a cohort (orteipnc, speirés). A cohort would have had 
about six hundred members and would have been part of a legion of about 
six thousand men, which was the main division in the Roman army. He 
would have served under a tribune (BAGD 237; BDAG 298—99). Acts 
frequently notes such military figures (10:22; 21:32; 22:26; 24:23; 27:1, 6, 11, 
43). Luke 7:1-10 has a key account of a centurion who is likewise 
portrayed positively. Centurions were to be men who were “good leaders, 
of steady and prudent mind” (Polybius, Hist. 6.24.8; Bruce 1990: 252). 
Cornelius’s unit has a name, the Italian Cohort, and is probably an 
auxiliary force, not part of the regular army. An inscription found in 
Austria documents its presence in Palestine as late as AD 69 (ILS 9168; 
Polhill 1992: 251n69).[1] The event here in Acts is probably still before AD 
41 (Fitzmyer 1998: 449). 

Cornelius is introduced with a series of four positive descriptions (other 
such descriptions: Acts 13:16, 26, 50, 16:14, 17:4, 17; 18:7): 


1. He is devout (evoeBrc, eusebes). This means that he fears God and 
leads his entire household in such devotion. His devotion shows itself 
in his generous giving of alms and in his praying always to God. The 
occurrence of evoefnc is rare in the NT, appearing here twice (v. 7) 
and in 2 Pet. 2:9 (related terms are in Acts 3:12; 13:43, 50; 16:14; 17:4, 
17, 23; 18:7, 13; 19:27). 

. References to fearing God, as Cornelius is described, are slightly more 
common, appearing five times in the NT (Acts 10:1-3, 22; 13:16, 26; 
Rev. 14:6-7; Did. 15.4). As a “God-fearer” (Acts 13:16, 26; in the LXX: 2 
Chron. 5:6; Pss. 113:17-19 [115:9-11 Eng.]; 117:2-4 [118:2-4 Eng.]; 
134:19-20 [135:19-20 Eng.]; Mal. 3:16), Cornelius has not become a full 
Jewish proselyte but as a Gentile has been exposed to the God of 
Israel. The description means that he has responded positively to this 


N 


exposure without embracing in any detailed way elements of Jewish 
legal practice (Kuhn, TDNT 6:741; Sir. 11:17; 27:11; 39:27; Kraabel 1981; 


Finn 1985; Fuks 1985; Levinskaya 1995: 51-126). An inscription at 
Aphrodisias clearly distinguishes between Jews and God-worshipers, 


who all have Greek names (Witherington 1998: 341-44). For Luke, it is 
probably not a technical term for some special class of Gentile 


believer in Israel's God. Cornelius would not have been circumcised, 
as the later questions about Gentiles and circumcision make clear. He 
is different, however, than the eunuch in that there is no mention of 
his engagement yet in worship tied to Judaism. He apparently has 
engaged only in acts of piety, such as almsgiving and prayer, although 
this may suggest some exposure to the synagogue (so Jervell 1998: 
303). Against heavy involvement with the synagogue is that if the 


centurion were virtually Jewish, then Peter’s move would not be seen 
as so unusual. Schneider (1982: 65) describes him as a Gentile 
sympathizer with Judaism who has adopted its piety. This openness 
to Judaism would be rare among such soldiers (Le Cornu and Shulam 
2003: 548). 

3. Alms is a more frequent topic still, being noted thirteen times in the 
NT (Matt. 6:2-4 [3x]; Luke 11:41; 12:33-34; Acts 3:2-3 [2x], 9-10; 9:36; 
10:1-4 [2x], 30-31; 24:17-19; see also Sir. 7:10; Tob. 12:8). It is included 
in the descriptions of Tabitha in the previous healing account and of 
Paul in Acts 24:17, where he is recounting how he was arrested. 
Cornelius gives generously. 


4. One of Luke’s most important ways to show someone’s piety is to say 
that the person prays often, although Luke’s description of Cornelius 


as a “prayer warrior” ($eópevoc tod Beod 510 navtóç, deomenos tou 
theou dia pantos, praying to God at all times) is unique. 


Cornelius would likely be a freedman. More than ten thousand former 
slaves took this name when Cornelius Sulla freed them in 82 BC (Appian, 
Civil Wars 1.100), and so the name was quite common. As a Roman officer, 
he would have had social status. This is reinforced by the fact that only his 
Gentile first name is used by Luke, something he does with only two 
characters of Gentile origin (Julius in Acts 27:1 is the other; Le Cornu and 


Shulam 2003: 245-46). To the Jewish mind, Cornelius would be a real 
threat if he were to come to the newly emerging faith. It would make Jews 
who feared close relations with Gentiles nervous if Christianity gained 
support among some Gentiles of high social standing and pulled them 
away from their leanings toward Judaism, for it would tighten Gentile- 
Christian links and give stability and social credibility to the new 
movement (Witherington 1998: 344). Cornelius would have been a key 
tactical officer and probably an older man (Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 
247). 


10:3-6 Cornelius is engaged in his daily prayer time at three in the 
afternoon, also known as the ninth hour, when he has a vision (év öpayarı, 
en horamati; eleven of the twelve NT occurrences of this term are in Acts: 
7:31-32; 9:10-12 [2x]; 10:1-3, 17-20 [2x]; 11:4-5; 12:9; 16:9-10 [2x]; 18:9-10; 
Matt. 17:9). This is the same time as the afternoon offering at the temple 
in Jerusalem. The coordination of prayer and spiritual events is common 
in Luke (Luke 3:21-22; 6:12-16; 9:18-22, 28-31; 22:39-46; Acts 1:14; 13:1-3). 
An angel calls out to him by name, an act that initially terrifies him, as is 
often the case when an angel appears (Luke 1:12). Cornelius finds himself 
gazing intently at what is before him, a description Luke often uses (Luke 
4:20; 22:56; Acts 1:10; 3:4, 12; 6:15; 7:55; see Acts 1:10 discussion). The term 
¿upoBoc (emphobos) refers to fear or terror: startled and caught by 
surprise (BAGD 257; BDAG 326). The term also appears in Luke 24:5, 37; 
Acts 24:25; and Rev. 11:13. 

When Cornelius respectfully inquires as to the angel’s intent, he is told 
that his prayers have been heard along with his alms, which have 
ascended to God as a memorial or tribute (uvnuóovvov, mnemosynon). This 
is the only occurrence of this term in the NT (conceptually, Mark 14:8). Its 
roots go back to language in the OT (Exod. 17:14; Lev. 2:2, 9, 16; 5:12) and 
Judaism (Sir. 38:11; 45:16; 50:16; Tob. 12:12; 1QS 8.1-9). It is an offering 
made in commemoration to God that God accepts as pleasing (Rom. 12:1- 
2; Phil. 4:18; Heb. 13:15-16). Cornelius’s prayer is described like a sacrifice 
(Ps. 141:2). The picture is of God responding to Cornelius’s effort to know 
him, granting him “more light” (Larkin 1995: 154). Witherington (1998: 


348) speaks of Cornelius giving a sacrifice that God honors outside the 
temple. 

Cornelius is to send his men the thirty-one miles to Joppa. There they 
should fetch Simon Peter at the house of Simon the tanner (9:43). This is a 
full day’s journey, probably traveling with horses. Simon is noted as being 
called Peter to distinguish him from his Joppan host. Again the 
instructions are detailed, just as they were when Ananias was told to meet 
Saul. God ensures that they will know where to go, but they are not told 
why they are summoned. That remains a mystery and sustains the 
suspense. 


10:7-8 Cornelius, in immediate obedience, sends two servants and a 
devout military orderly to Joppa to collect Peter. The description of the 
military man as pious (evoeBñ, eusebe) matches verse 2. The reference is 
“to those attending him.” In a military context, however, the phrase could 
mean “from his staff” (Johnson 1992: 183). He explains to (¿Enynoápevoc, 
exegesamenos) his emissaries what has taken place so that they know 
exactly whom to get and where (on this term, see Luke 24:35; Acts 10:8; 
15:12, 14; 21:9; John 1:18). 


10:9 The verse begins the treatment of Peter’s vision, which runs to verse 
16. At the precise time that Cornelius's men draw near, Peter goes up to 
the rooftop to pray at the sixth hour, or noon. Another midday vision is 
described in 22:6.[2] An outside stairway would lead to the roof, where he 
could pray undisturbed.[3] As in 10:3, the vision takes place during the 
time of prayer, but this is not a normal prayer time, which would be 
around either 9 a.m. or 3 p.m. (Jervell 1998: 305). 


10:10-12 Peter is hungry and food is being prepared for him. Usually Jews 
had a midmorning meal and then a late-afternoon main meal.[4] The term 
rpóorteivos (prospeinos, hungry) is exceedingly rare, with only one extant 
occurrence in Greek (Demosthenes Ophthalmicus, Aétius 7.33) outside its 
appearance here. 

As the food is being prepared, Peter falls into a trance (ékotao1c, 
ekstasis), another expression for “vision” (10:17). The term with this sense 
refers to a trance where God communicates directly with someone. Such a 


meaning appears only in Acts (11:5; 22:17; Gen. 15:12 LXX). Its other uses 
refer to being amazed or distracted (Mark 5:42; Luke 5:26; Mark 16:8; Acts 
3:10). Peter sees an object like a sheet of linen (680vnv, othonén) with four 
corners descend from heaven. This refers to cloth or to material like that 
used in a sail (BAGD 555; BDAG 693). Its only two NT occurrences are in 
this vision. The description of heaven opening also points to a disclosure, 
recalling what was said at Jesus’s baptism (Luke 3:21-22; Acts 7:56). Within 
the sheet are all kinds of unclean animals, reptiles, and birds.[5] We know 
that these are unclean creatures because of Peter’s response in verse 14. 
This is especially the case for the “crawling creatures.” In the OT, there 
are a few places where someone is asked to do something offensive or 
illegal (Gen. 22:1-2 [Abraham to sacrifice Isaac]; Hos. 1:2-3 [Hosea to 
marry a harlot]; Isa. 20:2-3 [Isaiah to go naked for three years]). Note that 
in each case the person is to do what is presented. This observation will 
become important in sorting out the vision’s point. 


10:13-15 The instruction comes from a voice out of heaven. The 
command is to rise, sacrifice (Böoov, thyson), and eat (páye, phage) what is 
displayed, something that shocks Peter because the food includes the 
common or unclean. Barrett (1994: 507) argues that the term “sacrifice” 
almost makes the action a religious act. Initially, Peter absolutely refuses. 
Luke’s use of two negatives (undapac, medamos, with ovdénote, oudepote) 
points to an emphatic rejection of the suggestion (in the NT, the first term 
is used only here and in the parallel 11:8). He eats nothing common or 
unclean (xowvov kai åkáðaptov, koinon kai akatharton). This is the only 
place in the NT where this expression appears, although the expression 
appears two more times with “or” (ñ, €) instead of “and” (kai; Acts 10:28; 


11:8). The term for “common” appears five times in Acts, three of those 
times tied to this incident (2:44; 4:32 [of possessions in common]; 10:14, 28; 
11:8 [all of common food]). The term for “unclean” also appears five times 
in Acts (of spirits in 5:16; 8:7; of food in 10:14, 28; 11:8). 

By rejecting this call to eat, Peter believes he is being obedient to God. 
Peter responds as a faithful Jew and notes that to agree to eat all these 
unclean things would be a violation of the law (Lev. 10:10; 20:25; Ezek. 4:14; 


Dan. 1:8-12; 2 Macc. 5:27; 6:18-25 [a rather vivid account of a Jew refusing 


to eat pork]; Tob. 1:10-11; Jdt. 10:5; 12:2; Hauck, TDNT 3:790-91; Gaventa 
2003; 166). Peter would never eat such food. The heavenly reply makes 
clear, however, that God has cleansed the food so that it is not common 


anymore (Rom. 14:14 gives Paul’s view, as does 1 Tim. 4:3-4; also 1 Cor. 


10:19). That God has the right to declare food clean is the vision’s 
fundamental premise, functioning much like a pronouncement in a 


pronouncement story (i.e., a Gospel account, such as Luke 20:20-26, whose 
focus is a solemn declaration by Jesus). The reply’s point is emphatically 


made with a pronoun plus a negative (od un, sy me) that matches Peter’s 
earlier refusal. The present imperative (koivou, koinou, regard as common) 
means not to go on doing what he has been doing, that is, calling common 
such things that God has cleansed (Bruce 1990: 256; Wallace 1996: 487). 
The threefold presentation reinforces that God is speaking and is to be 
believed (Ps.-Philo, L.A.B. 53.6; Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 568). 

The vision, whether a parable or a command about food, shows the 


arrival of a new era and is not just about diet (Acts 10:28-29). Midrash 


Psalms 146 §4 (268) says that in the future (i.e., in the days of Messiah) 
God will declare clean all the animals that in this world are declared 
unclean (Str-B 2:702; Barrett 1994: 509). Barrett rejects the view that the 
vision suggests a change into a new era; instead he thinks that this lack of 
distinction was always in the mind of God. A lack of distinction seems 
unlikely, however, given the food distinctions in the Torah. 

The two concepts of food and of table fellowship as signs of accepting 
Gentiles are related, for associating with Gentiles and eating what they 
may have prepared as hosts would in normal Jewish thinking entail the 
probable risk of uncleanness. In addition, the two ideas are closely tied 


together in the law (Lev. 20:24b-26). Indeed, Polhill (1992: 255) argues that 
“purity distinctions and human discrimination are of a single piece.” The 


food laws underscore Israel’s separation from the nations. By making 
unclean food clean, God is showing how table fellowship and acceptance 
of Gentiles are more easily accomplished in the new era. The vision 
symbolizes that what separated Jews from Gentiles is now removed, as 


Peter will explain in Acts 10:28. It “frees Peter from any scruples about 


going to a Gentile home and eating whatever might be set before him” (so 
Marshall 1980: 186; also Bruce 1990: 256; a similar idea is expressed by Paul 


in 1 Cor. 10:27). God uses the picture of unclean food now made clean to 
portray unclean Gentiles now made clean.|6] That such previous 
lawbreaking visions point to the act being carried out also shows that food 
and people are in view here. 

Jervell (1998: 306) challenges this view, saying that the decree is only 
about people, not food. He argues that food distinctions are still in place in 
Acts 15. What we have in Acts 15, however, is a declaration about what 
Gentiles are wise to do out of consideration for the Jews they are trying to 
reach. Had the law been the basis for such restrictions, it would have been 
appealed to. Instead the point is not that God commands this dietary 
restriction but that Moses is read in the synagogues (15:21). The difference 
is slight but significant. The point concerns how Jews view such matters, 
not that God has commanded it for the church. 

Acts 10 is the strongest passage in Acts indicating the removal of food 
laws that have social implications. The vision also has implications for 
how the law should be viewed. Peter is portrayed as a faithful Jewish 
believer who protests the move until he is convinced that God is speaking 
and means what he says. God directs and confirms this effort to expand 
the gospel. 


10:16 The importance of the message requires three repetitions to 
convince Peter. As subsequent events show, Peter does respond to the 
divine message as he journeys to Cornelius and welcomes the opportunity 
to present the gospel. Once the vision is successfully communicated, the 
sheet with the animals is removed back to heaven. The fact that the vision 
is from heaven is stated at its beginning (v. 11) and end. The verb for its 
ascending to heaven also matches the verb of the ascension in 1:11. 


10:17-18 The vision leaves Peter at a loss to know what is happening 
(literally in an indirect question, “what the vision that he had seen might 
be”). The arrival of men from Cornelius, the word of the Spirit, and their 
explanation (vv. 17-22; 11:12) help Peter sort out what is taking place. By 
the time he speaks to Cornelius, Peter has figured out what God is doing. 
The term for “perplexed” or “puzzled over” (Sinm0pet, dieporei) is present 
only in Luke-Acts (Luke 9:7 [of Herod’s view of Jesus]; Acts 2:12 [at 
Pentecost]; 5:24 [the prison guards about how Peter was able to get out of 


prison]). It is in the imperfect tense, so Peter is seen lingering over what 
might be going on. As he is trying to figure it out, the emissaries arrive at 
the gate of Simon the tanner’s house (9:43; 10:6). They ask about Simon 
Peter, just as Cornelius instructed them in verses 5 and 8. The “whether” 
clause (v. 18) introduces a direct question about whether Peter is staying 
here. The timing and direction are part of what God uses to help Peter 
understand why the vision took place and what its implications are. 


10:19-20 The Spirit now informs Peter about the three men who seek 
him. So the reader has been presented with an angel (v. 3), a heavenly 
voice (vv. 13-15), and now the Spirit. For Luke, they all speak for God (and 
thus for the Spirit). The references allude back to the earlier 
communication. Weiser (1981: 265) suggests that the fact that the vision is 
not alluded to shows that it was originally independent of this account, 
but this is not at all certain. The information, given in a compact manner, 
probably assumes the vision already told. The Spirit does not need to 
reiterate what is puzzling Peter. The most important point the Spirit tells 
him is to go without trying to discern or discriminate (undév 
ö1akpıvönevoc, méden diakrinomenos) about what is going on (so the RSV 
and NET translate “without hesitation”). In fact, the use of &AA& (alla) at 
the beginning of the sentence may suggest, “You may object, but go 
without refusing” (Barrett 1994: 511). The phrase “without 
discriminating” occurs only here and in Acts 11:12, also about this 
incident. Even though the Greek middle voice is used in 10:20 and 
normally means “without doubting,” the repetition of the idea in 11:12 in 
the active voice, with a sense of “discriminate,” gives the likely force here 
as well. A similar phrase using åvakpıvópevoç (anakrinomenos) appears in 1 
Cor. 10:25, 27 to discuss buying meat in the marketplace that may have 
been offered to idols. This is technical language about not raising 
questions of conscience (v. 29 says, “without objection”). So Peter is to go 
with the men because the Spirit has sent them. 


10:21-22 Peter goes down to meet them. He asks why they have come and 


pieces together the reason for the vision in light of the men's appearance. 
Here is another example where reflection on experience, focused by a 


divine comment, helps to define what a revelation from God means (e.g., 
Jesus’s ascension and the angelic remarks in Acts 1:9-11 lead to an 
understanding of Jesus’s return in 3:18-22). The men explain that 
Cornelius, a centurion, a righteous and God-fearing man, has sent them. In 
a verse that largely repeats what 10:2 said about Cornelius, the new 
element is that the entire nation of Jews “testify to” (uaptupobueEvoc, 
martyroumenos) Cornelius, which means that they speak well of him (BAGD 
493 §2b; BDAG 618 §2b; Acts 16:2, 22:12; “well spoken of” in NET, RSV; “is 
respected by” in NIV). The reference to the entire nation is almost a 
technical phrase and shows that Cornelius is well known among the Jews 
(1 Macc. 10:25; 11:30, 33; Josephus, Ant. 12.3.3 §135; 14.10.22 §248; Fitzmyer 
1998: 457). 

The men go on to explain that an angel appeared to Cornelius and sent 
them to bring Peter back to Caesarea. The verb ¿xpnpatioðn 
(echrematisthe) refers to a divine disclosure (Matt. 2:12, 22-23; Luke 2:25— 
26; Acts 10:22; 11:26; Rom. 7:3; Heb. 8:4-6; 11:7; 12:25-26; OT: Jer. 32:30 LXX 
[25:30 Eng.]; 36:23 LXX [29:23 Eng.]; Stáhlin, TDNT 9:450-52; Bruce 1990: 
257). The explanation, given in some detail, shows how carefully Cornelius 
has informed his messengers about their role, including emphasizing the 
divine initiative (Polhill 1992: 257). The one added fact is that they wish to 
bring him to Cornelius to hear what Peter has to say. For Peter to enter a 
Gentile home would be defiling according to strict Judaism; as m. ’Ohol. 
18.7 reads, “The dwelling places of Gentiles are unclean.” Nevertheless, 
Peter has been told that they are sent by the Lord, and he has been 
instructed to go without hesitation. 


10:23 Peter hosts them overnight before the trip back the next day. 
Already the idea of fellowship is implied. This would not be viewed as 
containing as much risk of uncleanness as a Jew going to a Gentile home, 
but it is still a significant step. It probably would be regarded as risking 
potential exposure to uncleanness by the more scrupulous observers of 


law. Jubilees 22.16 reads, “Separate yourself from the nations, And eat not 
with them: And do not according to their works, And become not their 
associate; For their works are unclean, And all their ways are a pollution 


and an abomination and uncleanness” (see also Jos. Asen. 7.1; Le Cornu 


and Shulam 2003: 573-75 have a full discussion of impurity and food issues 
in Judaism). Food was often tied to idol worship, and various trades 
brought Gentiles into contact with unclean animals (see Jdt. 10:5; 12:1-4; 
Tob. 1:11). Peter goes ahead without hesitation (v. 20; Fitzmyer 1998: 457). 
He hosts them overnight because the journey will take more than the day 
remaining, and they have already made a full journey to reach him. On the 
next day, Peter leaves, with some from Joppa joining him. Acts 11:12 says 
the number from Joppa is six, making seven the total plus the three 
emissaries. So there would be multiple witnesses at this event. 


10:24 As the emissaries collect Peter to bring him to Caesarea, Cornelius 
prepares for his arrival by inviting close friends (dvaykatiovg pidouc, 
anankaious philous, close intimates) and kinsmen to hear him (BDAG 60 82; 
BDAG 52 82). The term for “close” has a meaning similar to the Latin 
necessarius. The narrative builds with a sense of expectation about what 
Peter will say. Four days after Cornelius’s vision, the apostle Peter stands 
before them. 


10:25-27 Cornelius greets Peter with great respect, falling down before 
him and offering some form of homage. Bruce (1990: 259) argues that the 
term mpooeK0vnoev (prosekynésen) means to pay homage to someone of 
whom a favor is asked (Matt. 8:2; 9:18; 15:25; 18:26; 20:20), along with a 
second meaning, “worship.” Peter’s response indicates that he sees in this 
act more of the second sense. Cornelius is receiving Peter as a heavenly 
messenger. In verse 26, Peter refuses this act of respect, which suggests 
that he regards Cornelius’s act as showing too much deference (Deut. 6:13; 
Wis. 7:1; Luke 4:8; Rev. 19:10; 22:9; contrast Acts 12:22-23; Polhill 1992: 258; 
on the Greco-Roman belief in divine men, see Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 
580-81 and their citing of Cicero, De natura deorum 3.2.5, where respect for 
“the immortal gods who have come down to us” is affirmed). A similar 
incident appears in Acts 14:13-15, but the term for “worship” is not used 
there; only the wish to offer sacrifices for Paul and Barnabas is refused. 
Peter makes clear that he is but a creation of God (ävðpwnóg sip, 
anthropos eimi, I am a man), one no different from Cornelius and those he 
is about to address. The NET renders this as “Itoo am a mere mortal,” 


because the point is not Peter as a male but Peter as a human. Peter is not 


a “divine man” in the Greek sense of the term. As he enters the house to 
address them, he sees that many are gathered to hear him. 


10:28-29 Peter explains how unusual this situation is for a Jew. The 
expression wc (hos) introduces an indirect discourse clause like ón (hoti; 
BDAG 1105 $5: “you know that”). They know that the common practice is 
that a Jew should not associate in this manner with someone from 
another nation. Such an act is regarded as “unlawful” (aB8éurtov, 
athemiton). This term means that something is not permitted or allowed 
(BAGD 20; BDAG 24; in another context in 1 Pet. 4:3, it means to do 
something indecent; these are the only two NT occurrences). The idea of 
indecency shows the term’s emotive implication. Here it is open 
association with Gentiles that is prohibited because of fear that Gentiles 
are unclean. 

The first verb means “to associate or join to” on intimate terms 
(KoAAaw, kollao; BDAG 556 §2b; BAGD 441 §2b; Acts 5:13; 9:26; Luke 15:15; 1 
Cor. 6:16-17; Matt. 19:5). This is a “taboo” (Bruce 1990: 259). The concern 
was that a Jewish person would become unclean during the visit with a 
Gentile who had contact with unclean food and other types of 
uncleanness from the viewpoint of the Torah. Some contact was allowed, 
but to eat and visit, as Peter does here, was prohibited, although how this 
worked and how restrictive this practice was are debated by scholars.[7] 
John 18:28 shows that visiting a Gentile house renders one unclean. 
Josephus (Life 3 814) has the example of imprisoned Jews in Rome eating 
only figs and nuts to protect themselves from being unclean (Leviticus 
Rabbah on Lev. 20). But God has shown Peter in the vision that he should 
not call (Aéye1v, legein) people of different nations common or unclean 
(Koıvov ñ åkáðaptov, koinon € akatharton). These two terms appear in Acts 
10:14 to describe Peter’s commitment, which God reversed, not to eat 
unclean food. The vision God shows Peter tells him this is now permitted. 
Peter interprets the vision’s provision to eat food as freeing him to 
associate with Gentiles, since their dietary habits would be one of the 
Jewish concerns about purity, especially being hosted in a Gentile home 
(see comments above on 10:13-15). So Peter comes without objection 


(dvavrıppritwg, anantirretos) and asks what they desire from him (v. 29). 
This term is an NT hapax (BAGD 58; BDAG 69; the adjective in Acts 19:36 


means “incontestable”). 


10:30-32 Cornelius reviews the sequence of events beginning four days 
ago, counting inclusively; it was three days ago by our counting of elapsed 
time. The chronology is this (our way of counting is in parentheses): day 1 
(start), he sees the angel; day 2 (day 1), the emissaries arrive in Joppa; day 
3 (day 2), they set out for Caesarea; day 4 (day 3), they arrive. God is 
directing the events all along the way, beginning with the angel who 
appears to Cornelius during prayer at the ninth hour (v. 3; see comments 
on 3:1). Cornelius basically repeats the account for the third time in the 
passage with some slight variation, a repetition that underscores the 
divine direction behind what is taking place. The threefold telling says 
that this definitely took place (see comments above on 10:13-15 and the 
threefold repetition of the vision). What Cornelius refers to as aman here 
is called an angel in 10:3. The combination of terms &v &odfjtı Aayınıpä (en 
estheti lampra) and similar combinations refer to bright apparel and often 
describe angels, as here (Luke 24:4, “dazzling apparel”; Acts 1:10, “white 
robes”). The syntax of verse 30 is not entirely clear, as the phrase “until 
this hour” does not go well with “at the ninth hour.” The sense seems to 
be that it was about the same time four days ago that everything began. It 
is possible, however, that the “until this hour” phrase is an ancient 
addition to the text (Marshall 1980: 188).[8] A few textual variants also 
raise the question about the text’s exact wording. 

God tells Cornelius that his prayers have been heard and his alms 
remembered. This recalls Acts 10:4, where his prayers ascend as a tribute 
before God. In 10:31 it is his alms that are welcomed by God. Acts 10:4 had 
the noun uvnuóouvov (mnémosynon, tribute). Here we have the verb 
¿uvnoBnoav (emnésthésan). Because God welcomes Cornelius’s act, God 
will send a messenger to him. Cornelius is to send for Simon Peter at the 
seaside house of Simon, a tanner. 


10:33 Cornelius is immediately obedient, and now Peter, in his kindness, 
has come. The new detail here is that Cornelius has responded 


immediately (€avutijc, exautés). The note about Peter’s kindness (xadóc, 
kalös) recognizes that Peter has deviated from normal Jewish practice, as 
the aorist participle napayevönevog (paragenomenos, coming) is 
simultaneous in temporal force to the idea of sending. They all gather to 
hear what the Lord has commanded Peter to say. They are gathered in the 
sight of the Lord (évamov tod 800, endpion tou theou); they know God is 
responsible for their being together. God also is a witness to what is taking 
place. The commandment turns out to be the preaching of the gospel. 
Peter has a crowd whose hearts are prepared to hear what he will say. 


10:34-35 Peter now addresses the audience (vv. 34-43). Jervell (1998: 
309n168) suggests that this is not a missionary speech, because there is no 
call to repent; it is merely that Cornelius recognizes his access to God as 


one who fears God. But this understates the speech’s thrust. First, Peter 


does not finish his address, since the Spirit’s coming interrupts it, and so 
we do not know how Peter would have concluded. More important, he 
does mention the work of Jesus with reference to forgiveness of sins (vv. 


42-43), and so groundwork for a call to turn is present in the speech. 
Finally, Jews also need to turn to God in Jesus, not just recognize what God 
has done. So an embrace of the new program is necessary for anyone now 
that Jesus has come. 

The beginning of the speech has Peter open his mouth, a solemn 
expression with biblical roots (Job 3:1; Matt. 5:2; Acts 8:35; 18:14). Peter 
begins with his new theological insight—God shows no partiality 
(npoowrnoANnurteng, prosöpolemptes). This term has been found only in 
Christian works and appears only here in the NT (BAGD 720; BDAG 887; 
Kuhn, TDNT 6:741).[9] Paul’s usage emphasizes that Jews are as 
accountable to God for sin as Gentiles, and so there is no distinction 
(Barrett 1994: 519). The roots for this term go back to the LXX and Judaism 
(Lev. 19:15; Deut. 10:17; 2 Chron. 19:7; Ps. 82:2; Mal. 2:9; Sir. 4:22; 35:12-13; 
Ps. Sol. 2.18-19). The word conveys the idea that God “receives faces” or 
“lifts up the face” that bows to him in acceptance. The point is that he 
makes no distinction in how he reacts to people. All have the same 
potential access to God. In every nation, those who fear him and perform 


righteousness are acceptable to him. The phrase “in every nation” is 
placed forward in the Greek sentence for emphasis (Rom. 3:29). 

Peter highlights two characteristics of the person whom God regards as 
acceptable (öeKtög, dektos) from any nation (Lev. 19:5; Isa. 56:7). The first is 
that the person fears God, which Prov. 1:7 calls the beginning of wisdom 
(Deut. 10:12-13; Rom. 1:21). Cornelius has this characteristic, and so God 
has extended God’s revelation to him. The second characteristic is that the 


person does right, or “performs righteousness” (£pyaZönevoc 
ö1Kaloolvnv, ergazomenos dikaiosynen; Ps. 14:2 LXX [15:2 Eng.]; Heb. 11:33; 
James 1:20; conceptually, Matt. 7:23; Rom. 2:10; 13:10; Gal. 6:10). In 
Judaism, Philo (Spec. Laws 2.15 8862-63) speaks of duty to God in piety and 
holiness and of duty to people shown in humanity and justice. The idea is 
like Mic. 6:8 (also Gen. 4:7; Rev. 22:12). Again the commendations that 
Cornelius possesses were presented in Acts 10:2, 4, 22. The point is not 
that Cornelius earned righteousness as his due (Rom. 4:5) but that his 
responsiveness leads God to send Peter to reveal more of God’s way to 
him, as the rest ofthe speech points the way to what Cornelius now must 
do. The effect is that Cornelius enters into the peace of God and can now 
serve God in a way that honors him. 


10:36-37 Peter now reviews the gospel: God sent the word to Israel, 
offering peace through Jesus Christ. The syntax is complex. The term 
“word” is placed forward in the Greek sentence for emphasis (so in our 
translation). It also is assimilated to the accusative relative pronoun that 
follows, which in turn is in apposition to the thought of verses 34-35 and 
expresses what Peter realizes. The point is that the extension ofthe word 
of this salvation to Gentiles is something that Peter knows is taking place 
(Fitzmyer 1998: 463; BDF $295). The word here refers to the apostolic, 
preached message about Jesus and the gospel (Kittel, TDNT 4:120). The 
gospel message contains an opportunity for peace (eipnvny, eirénén). This 
is the concept of shalom from the OT (Pss. 29:11; 72:7; 85:8-10; Prov. 3:17; 
Isa. 48:18; 54:10; Ezek. 34:25-29), a well-being of relationship between the 
person and God, which now seems to express itself in peace between 
people as well (Eph. 2:11-22). The idea of preaching peace recalls OT ideas 
(Isa. 52:7; Nah. 1:15). 


When Peter says “you know” about these things, he suggests that 
Cornelius is likely to be aware of this ministry. Indeed, such a report went 
about the region of Judea from the time of John’s baptism. It was a 
spreading verbal communication (pfjpa, rhema) of what God did through 
Jesus, as verses 38-41 show (see our translation). This term is distinct from 


the earlier term for “word” in v. 36 (Aöyov, logon). So Jesus was a topic of 
public discourse. 

What made Jesus important is what God was doing through him. God 
brought peace through what Jesus did, and this Jesus is described as Lord 
of all (Rom. 10:12; Acts 2:36). This title presents the christological theme of 
the speech. Jesus is exalted and is Lord over all people. Since he is Lord of 
all, the gospel can go to all, including people of the nations (the Gentiles) 
such as Cornelius. Jesus’s authority is described in the next few verses as a 
function of his work that came through God's anointing him with the 
Spirit and power so that he could do good and heal those oppressed by the 
devil. Even though the remark is parenthetical grammatically, it is the 
theme of the speech conceptually. Jesus is the one with authority to 
deliver the peace that comes from God to those of every nation. His 
activity and God's vindication of him show this. God takes the initiative 
here, as is always the case in Acts. The message comes from God. 


10:38-41 Peter now traces the major steps of God's activity through Jesus 
after his baptism by John the Baptist, which also included the Spirit. This 
ministry was a part of the public record circulating about Jesus across 


Judea. 
John’s baptism is linked to the plan, as also in Luke 1-3. Acts 18:24— 
19:10 will show a distinction between John's baptism and what Jesus did, 


indicating a break between eras and demonstrating John's role, in Luke- 
Acts, of serving as a bridge between the eras. A similar break is evident 


here. John set the table for God’s major work through Jesus. That is where 
the real story of God's new work begins. The outline of Peter’s summary 
very much parallels Mark’s presentation of Jesus’s ministry: John the 
Baptist, the Galilean ministry, and then Jesus meeting his fate in 
Jerusalem. Luke’s Gospel follows this outline as well. God’s anointing with 
the Spirit gave Jesus power to do good (Ps. 107:20) and to heal those 


oppressed by the devil (Isa. 61:1-2; Luke 4:16-18, looking back to 3:21-22; 


Luke 7:22-23 with its link to Isa. 35:5-6; Luke 11:17-23; 13:16).|10] 
The idea of doing good (evepyetúv, euergetön) is a powerful one in a 
Greek context, pointing to a benefactor, someone who does good for 


society (Eckey 2000: 245; Bertram, TDNT 2:654-55). The term was applied 
to gods, heroes (e.g., Heracles), kings (e.g., Ptolemy IV), statesmen, 
philosophers (e.g., Socrates), inventors, and physicians (Euripides, Heracles 
1252; Plato, Apology 36D [Socrates referring to himself in his defense]; 3 
Macc. 6:24). Such activity calls for gratitude from the beneficiaries. 
Although in the OT it is God who performs such a role, the LXX often 
avoids using the term. The NT uses various forms of the word four times 
(Acts 4:9; 1 Tim. 6:2; Luke 22:25, where the title is applied to kings and 


other patrons in contrast to how Jesus’s activity is described verbally here 


in Acts 10). Jesus’s good work of healing and ministry was that of one who 
served and benefited humanity. 

The healing ministry of Jesus was a confrontation with evil and 
suffering and the devil. The prepositional phrase bn0 tod S1aBók0v (hypo 
tou diabolou, by the devil) follows a passive participle and looks to the devil 
as the ultimate agent behind the suffering Jesus confronted and treated 
(Wallace 1996: 433). The term KATAÖLVAOTEVOHEVOUG (katadynasteuomenous, 
oppressed) occurs only here and in James 2:6. In James it refers to what 
the rich do to the poor. This enablement to reverse oppression was 
fundamental to Jesus’s divine calling (Luke 4:18-19). It showed that God 
was with Jesus in a special way (ó Beoc Av HET’ avtOv, ho theos En met’ 
autou, God was with him), an expression also used of Joseph in Acts 7:9 (Ps. 
Sol. 17.37-38, of the Messiah). Indeed, the öt (hoti) clause gives the reason 
Jesus worked with such power (Wallace 1996: 460). It was the presence of 
God through him enabling him to counter the devil. Here is evidence of 
the kingdom, since the battle is with the spiritual forces that stand 
opposed to humanity (Luke 4:31-44; 11:14-23). This preaching took place 
throughout Judea, so that both Galilee and the south are included in the 
reference to Judea. 

The reference to Jesus in verse 38 is placed at the beginning of the 
clause, making it emphatic. Peter notes that those of the apostolic circle 
are witnesses (uaptupec, martyres) to what God did (v. 39), repeating a key 


idea that goes back to Acts 1:8 and 22. The term paptupes is also 
somewhat emphatic, as it occurs next to the subject in the sentence in a 
construction that lacks a verbal connective. Peter will emphasize the 
witness theme by repeating it in verse 41 when the resurrection is 
affirmed. The events involve both Judea in the broad sense and Jerusalem 
in particular, since the city is where the key final events took place. The 
review in these verses is regarded as the essence of early preaching about 


Jesus’s ministry and is very similar in perspective to Mark (Bruce 1990: 
261, on v. 36; Dodd 1936).[11] 

Finally, Peter turns to Jesus’s death and resurrection. His death is 
described as “hanging him on a tree” (kpepdoavtec gm EbAov, kremasantes 
epi xylou), an allusion to Deut. 21:22-23 and the cursed death that Jesus 
experienced from the Jewish point of view (Acts 5:30 and Gal. 3:13 are 
other uses of this phrase). Death was not the end of the story, but the 
beginning, as God raised Jesus from the dead on the third day and had him 
appear to the apostles as preappointed (npokeyeipotovnnevotg, 
prokecheirotonemenois) witnesses (Luke 24:13-52, esp. v. 48; Acts 1:1-11). 
This term is in the perfect tense, underscoring the appointment to a fixed 
role. It is the only NT use of this prefixed verb (variations are in 3:20; 
14:23). This is one of two references outside the Gospels to the third day, 
with 1 Cor. 15:4 being the other. Jesus’s resurrection is also noted in Acts 
3:15; 4:10; 5:30, but this is the first note of the third day in Acts (Barrett 
1994: 526). The third day is counted inclusively (Friday = day 1; Saturday = 
day 2; Sunday = day 3). Peter says that Jesus made himself manifest 
(¿upaví, emphane), a term used only here and in Rom. 10:20 in the NT, 
which refers to a person appearing in the open. They saw him eat and 
drink after his death (Luke 24:27-42), which was a proof of his 
resurrection (Ign. Smyrn. 3.3; Bruce 1990: 263). Thus Peter’s message is not 
only a declaration but also his recounting of an experience he participated 
in directly. Peter makes this point by noting that the appearances were 
only to those chosen by God as witnesses. 


10:42-43 The apostles were commanded to preach to the people about 


God’s work through Jesus. Scholars dispute whether God or Jesus gave the 
command. Jervell (1998: 312) argues that it is God, since God is the subject 


of allthe actions from verse 36 on. The reference to Jesus eating and 
drinking with them is, however, the closest reference in the context, and 
the command to preach the gospel to the world was given by Jesus at one 


of these appearances in Luke (Luke 24:36-49). So Jesus is the likely subject, 
especially since the reference to God is part of a passive construction in 
verse 42. 

The apostles were also to warn the people or testify solemnly 
(Sianaprupaodaı, diamartyrasthai) about this message. The term tovt@ 


(toutö) in verse 43 is probably neuter here, not masculine, as that is Luke’s 
usual preference in such contexts. So the idea is that to this fact or 


message the prophets testify (Barrett 1994: 528; Luke 24:47-48). The 


reference to “people” (Aa@, lad) is important, for the term refers normally 
to Israel as the people of God (Luke 2:32), but here it has a general sense of 
people of all nations (Acts 15:14 as well). This message is for all nations, as 
the speech itself shows. 

Most important to realize is the role God has given to Jesus before all 
humanity. Jesus is the one decreed (6 @piopévoc, ho hörismenos) to be the 
judge of the living and the dead (xpimc Zovtwv Kai vekp@v, krites zonton 
kai nekrön), or of all people. That Jesus is judge is what his resurrection 
attests to. This role partially explains why he is called Lord (Fitzmyer 
1998: 466; John 5:22, 27; Rom. 14:9; 2 Tim. 4:1; 1 Pet. 4:5; 2 Clem. 1.1). He is 
the ultimate eschatological judge, possessing full authority over life and 


death. In Judaism the Son of Man had such an exalted role (1 En. 38-71, 


drawn from Dan. 7:9-14). This title was Jesus’s favorite self-designation. In 
Greek his judging role as Lord (Acts 10:36) expresses the same idea. This 
idea will appear again in Acts 17:31. 

Peter goes on to note (v. 43) that all the prophets testified to the 
message about Jesus; he uses the term paptupodotv (martyrousin), the 
verbal form of the noun that appears in verses 39 and 41. Jesus offers 
forgiveness of sins (2:38) through his name (3:16). Barrett (1994: 528) 
suggests that the allusion here is to the new covenant (Jer. 38:34 LXX 
[31:34 MT and Eng.]), whereas Fitzmyer (1998: 466) thinks that this is 
another example of Luke’s general appeal to the OT (Luke 24:25-27, 44; 
Acts 8:35). Marshall (1980: 193) speaks of allusions to Isa. 33:24; 53:4, Jer. 
31:34; and Dan. 9:24. Here Peter underscores that it is faith in the Jesus he 
has just described that brings the forgiveness. So the way of salvation is 


through the judge of the living and the dead, by appealing to him to 
forgive sin, which leads into the way of peace through the gospel (v. 35). 
Everyone who believes in this forgiveness receives this salvation. 
Christians are described as “those who believe,” a key response in Acts 
(passages referring to those who believe: Acts 14:23; 19:4; 9:42; 11:17; 16:31; 
use of the verb “to believe,” 5:14; 8:12; 16:34; 18:8; 24:14; 26:27; 27:25). 


10:44-46a God confirms the speech with the dispersal of the Spirit upon 
the Gentiles who are listening to Peter. The Jews are amazed that “the 
gift” is poured out on Gentiles as well (Joel 2:28-32; Acts 2:17-21). The 
Spirit “fell” (eneneoev, epepesen) on them (Acts 8:16; 11:15). God is leaving 
no doubt that this initiative is his (11:15-17). The event has correctly been 
called the “Pentecost of the Gentile world” (v. 47; Bruce 1990: 264). The 
Spirit’s arrival is the sign of the new age (Luke 3:15-17). The arrival of 
promise confirms that Gentiles can be saved, as verse 45 also suggests. In 
recording the amazement of the Jews that the Spirit has fallen on Gentiles, 
a promise traced throughout Luke-Acts reappears (Luke 3:15-17; 24:49; 
Acts 1:8; 2:16-41; 11:15-17; 15:8). 

The presence of tongues and the praise of God make it obvious that the 
Spirit is present (v. 46). The verb é€€otnoav (exestésan, were astonished) 
describes the surprise the Jews have that the Spirit is given to Gentiles. 
This term appears in several key passages to denote a reaction to what is 
taking place (Acts 2:7, 12 [to the coming of tongues]; 8:9, 11, 13 [to the 
work of Philip and Simon]; 9:21 [to Paul's preaching Christ after having 
persecuted the church]; 12:16 [to Peter’s escape from prison]). The 2:12 
text is important, for the description in 10:45 matches the reaction that 
took place at the original Pentecost. 

The Jews, called literally the “believers out of circumcision” (oi éx 
repito ic motoi, hoi ek peritomés pistoi), are amazed that this gift of the 
Spirit, which is so fundamentally tied to salvation, can be given to 
Gentiles. This phrase referring to circumcision appears occasionally: 
sometimes it refers to Jews and other times to Jewish Christians (Acts 11:2; 
Col. 4:11) or to a portion of them (the circumcision party, where the 
phrase may lack a reference to believers in Gal. 2:12; Titus 1:10). 


It is not clear if the manifestation of the Spirit’s outpouring in tongues 


entailed other languages or is simply praise of God, as in 1 Cor. 12-14, as 
the need for other human languages with this singular audience of 
Gentiles is not self-evident. Regardless, God is working directly to make 
the point. There is no apostolic intermediary on earth who helps with the 
distribution. Those present immediately understand the importance of 
what has taken place, appreciating the divine initiative. 


What they hear are Gentiles speaking in tongues and “magnifying God” 
(ueyaAvvovtwv tov Beóv, megalynontön ton theon). The term peyadúvo 
(megalyno) appears eight times in the NT (Matt. 23:5-7; Luke 1:46-48, 58; 
Acts 5:12-13; 10:45-46; 19:17; 2 Cor. 10:14-16; Phil. 1:18-20; OT: Ps. 34:3 
[33:4 LXX]). The remarks are similar to Acts 2:11 as well, where the mighty 
works of God were declared. 


10:46b-48 Peter is led to comment on what should be done next. He calls 
for immediate baptism, since the Gentiles have received the Spirit just as 
those present at Pentecost had in Acts 2 (also 11:15, 17; 15:8, 11). Peter 


understands the significance of the Spirit’s distribution. The Spirit is the 


sign of the eschaton’s presence and shows that God is blessing Gentiles 
directly. Peter asks if there is anything to prevent their being baptized. 


The interrogative particle pt (meti) tells us the expected answer: “No, 


nothing should prevent this” (Culy and Parsons 2003: 216). So baptism 
follows in the name of Jesus Christ (8:36), and Peter stays with Cornelius 


for several days, implying that he sees these Gentiles now as “clean.” As 
with the Ethiopian eunuch, there is nothing to hinder baptism or 
fellowship. It appears that Peter does not perform the baptism but those 
with him, since he commands the new believers to be baptized (Polhill 
1992: 264). 

In sum, God directs an epoch-making event in which Gentiles are 
accepted in fellowship and receive the gospel. Their faith leads to the gift 
of the Spirit, the sign that the new era has arrived. In addition, they are 
not circumcised and yet table fellowship and full hospitality between Jews 
and Gentiles ensues. 


The Trinity is quite active here (Gaventa 2003: 173-74). God takes the 
initiative. Jesus Christ is at the center of the plan. The Spirit confirms that 


all of this is God’s work. The actions that take place represent the act and 
will of God working in harmony. The church does not lead here but follows 


God’s leading, thereby learning a great deal about how God views people. 


Jews and Gentiles are equal in Christ (Eph. 2:11-22). Their need and the 
answer to that need are the same. This is why judgment and 


accountability before God are keys to Peter’s speech. 

As creatures, we are all responsible to the Creator. This theme will 
become more prominent as Paul preaches to Gentiles (Acts 17). It is a 
theme that is foundational to any proclamation of the gospel. Pluralism 
desires to wash away this theme and reality, rendering the pursuit of the 


Creator optional, but every person’s responsibility to the Creator is one of 
the most important ideas that the Scripture and the church teach. 


Also key to the speech are Jesus’s life, death, and resurrection. That 
resurrection explains the heavenly position and role Jesus now has. 
Without the person of Jesus and the work he has done on our behalf, there 


is no gospel (Stott 1990: 190-91). In Acts the gospel is now ready to go into 
allthe world, but not without more theological reflection later in Acts 15 
about how this should be done. 

The case of Cornelius raises an interesting question, given that he was 
respectful of God but had not yet responded to Jesus. Luke is aware that 


there are people who show respect for God, and Luke’s account of them is 
respectful. This does not mean, however, that Luke ignores that their 
spiritual state still leaves them in need of salvation. Their pursuit of God 
by itself does not exempt them or inoculate them from needing the 


forgiveness Jesus has obtained (Fernando 1998: 339-40). There is a 
difference between seeking and entering into fellowship with God. God 


directs Peter to complete Cornelius’s journey back to God. Cornelius’s 
heart has been well prepared for the gospel. His conversion in many ways 


stands in contrast to Paul’s. Where Paul went from enemy to believer by a 
dramatic appearance, Cornelius went from an open seeker to a believer 
through the preached gospel. The contrast reveals the variety of ways in 
which God can work. 


Additional Notes 


10:9. The “sixth” hour is the preferred rendering here, as the “ninth” hour is too poorly attested 
(only X¢, 225) and the hour to become hungry would be midday. The variant is probably meant to 
point to a normal hour for prayer. 


10:16. The reading “immediately” (e08úc, euthys) is original here (P’*, x, A, B, C, E, 81) over “again” 
(náv, palin; D, Y, 33Vid, 1739, Byz) or over the absence of any reference (P*, 36, 453, 1175). It has 
the better attestation. 


10:19. External evidence favors “three” men (P”*, X, A, C, E, 33, 81, 323, 453, 945, 1739) seeking 
Peter, not “two” (B) or simply “men” (D, Y, Byz), although “two” is the more difficult reading. The 
expression “two men” is too poorly attested to be original. It may be that B relied on the normal 
two-witness motif and excluded the military protector as a witness. 


10:26. Codex D intensifies Peter’s rejection of Cornelius’s homage, adding a phrase at the 
beginning and the end. Its reading translates as, “What are you doing? Arise, | myself am aman 
just like you.” 


10:30. Codex D! has Greek that means fasting “from the third day until the present hour,” 
counting elapsed time, and D speaks of fasting from the ninth hour. Codex E has Cornelius fasting 
and praying from the sixth to the ninth hour. Many other texts have Cornelius fasting and at the 


ninth hour praying (P%, AS, D*, Y, Byz). The addition of fasting makes Cornelius look even more 
pious. 


10:33. The reading here may be, “to hear all that you have been commanded from [änö, apo] the 
Lord,” rather than “by [b10, hypo] the Lord.” The first reading is in P*% "4, 2x, A, C, and D, whereas 
the second, which is in the Greek text of NA2’, is present in x*, B, Y, 1739, and Byz. Both readings 
are well attested, and so the choice here is difficult. 


10:36. The relative pronoun öv (hon) should be retained, as its inclusion makes the verse’s reading 
more difficult and the inclusion is well attested (P’*, x*, C, D, E, Y, and Byz; omitting it are 4x, A, B, 
81, 614, 1739). For the resultant meaning, see the discussion of the verse. If the pronoun is 
omitted, then the verse looks ahead to verse 37. If not, it connects back to verses 34-35. 


2. Peter Reports to Jerusalem about Gentiles 
(11:1-18) 


The divine initiative meets with criticism from the circumcision 
party (v. 2), so that a review of what has taken place is required to 
resolve the dispute. The account treats the effect of the inclusion of 
Gentiles in the church and shows that this new emphasis did not go 
without objection or reflection. The complaint is registered in verses 


1-3, and Peter retells the story of his vision and that of Cornelius in 
verses 4-10 and 11-14 respectively. Peter then recounts in verses 15- 


17 the events that followed his speech of Acts 10:34-43, Peter’s point 
is that God directed the entire event and that this divine blessing has 
come to the Gentiles without their being circumcised (esp. vv. 12, 17). 
The conclusion emerges in verse 18: God also has granted to the 
Gentiles repentance unto life, something that also leads to praise of 
God. 

What bothers those who object the most is that Peter and 
company have gone in and eaten with uncircumcised men (v. 3). That 
such a level of table fellowship has taken place is quite likely, given 
that Peter and his group stayed with Cornelius for days and would 
have received the food of their host. The question that is less than 
clear is whether Cornelius would have been sensitive enough not to 
insult his Jewish guests with unclean food (Barrett 1994: 533). The 


nature of Peter’s vision in verses 4-10, however, which is the key to 
his initial reply, seems to make the debate moot. If God calls this 
“unclean” food clean, then God has made it clean and opened the 
door to table fellowship. Such a direct connection between food and 
table fellowship is the only way to make sense of the later dispute 
between Paul and Peter over Peter’s withdrawal from associating 
with Gentiles in Gal. 2:11-12. It also fits the way that miracles, which 


would include divinely given visions, conveyed two levels of 
meaning, physical and spiritual (Luke 5:1-11, 17-26), not to mention 
how God’s commands to break the law were to be followed (noted 


above in comments on 10:13-15). 
The account is a recapitulatory speech and a defense speech 
(Fitzmyer 1998: 470). It is a second retelling of events, given that 


Cornelius retold the story in Acts 10:30-33 from his point of view. 
Peter’s main point is that what God has declared clean is not unclean 
(11:9). Peter’s account also highlights again how the Spirit is the 


fundamental sign of the new era and of God’s activity. The scene also 
lays groundwork for the debate in Acts 15, where the issue of Gentile 
involvement surfaces again, this time concerning whether Gentiles 
would have to observe any Jewish legal requirements in the new 
interracial context. Although the account may well be stylized by 
Luke to show the parallelism to Acts 10, its ultimate source would be 
either Peter, a tradition formed by those who accompanied him, or 
those who were present at this initial dispute. There is little question 
that the church would have found such a revolutionary move initially 
controversial, which would require a defense of its legitimacy anda 
justification for this new avenue of ministry. 


Exegesis and Exposition 


1Now the apostles and brothers in Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received the word of 
God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, those from the circumcision complained to him, 
3saying, “You came to uncircumcised men and ate with them.” 

4But Peter began to set out in an orderly sequence an explanation for them, saying, >“I was in 
the city of Joppa praying; and in a trance | saw a vision, a vessel descending, like a great sheet, let 
down from heaven by four corners; and it came down to me. 6Gazing at it closely, | observed 
animals and beasts of prey and reptiles and birds of the air. “And | heard a voice saying to me, 
‘Rise, Peter, sacrifice and eat. 8But | said, ‘No way, Lord, for nothing common or unclean has ever 
come into my mouth. 9But the voice answered "a second time" from heaven, ‘What God has 
made clean you shall not regard as common.’ 10This took place three times, and all was taken up 
again into heaven. 11And at that very moment three men came upon the house where we were 
staying, sent to me from Caesarea. 12And the Spirit said to me to go with them, making no 


hesitation. These six brethren also came together with me, and we went into the man’s house. 
13And he related to us how he had seen "the" angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to 
Joppa and bring Simon called Peter, 14who will declare to you a message by which you will be 
saved, you and all your household. 15As | began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us 
in the beginning. 16And | remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, ‘John baptized with 
water, but you shall be baptized by the Holy Spirit. 17If therefore God gave the identical gift to 
them as he gave to us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was | that | could hinder 
God?” 18Hearing this, they were silenced. And they glorified God, saying, “Then to the Gentiles 
also God has granted repentance unto life.” 


11:1-3 The report of the reception of the word reaches the apostles and 
brethren in Judea—in other words, all the church. The idea of “receiving 
the word of God” (¿SgZavto tov Ayov tod Beod, edexanto ton logon tou 
theou) describes a positive response to the gospel. To receive the word of 
God is to welcome the gospel message with one”s heart (Luke 8:13 [an 
initial positive response that is reversed later]; Acts 8:14; 11:1; 17:11; 1 
Thess. 1:6-7). Those of Jewish background, or of the “circumcision” (oi ¿x 
rrepitouiic, hoi ek peritomés) in Jerusalem, however, not having been at 
Cornelius’s conversion, criticize Peter for being so receptive of Gentiles 
and having table fellowship with them (on this Greek phrase, see Acts 
10:45-46; 11:2-3; Gal. 2:12). “Those of the circumcision” must refer to the 
more conscientious of the Hebrew Christians, for most believers at this 
time were Jews and circumcised.[1] Those so described argued for being 
careful about how Jews related to Gentiles in terms of purity and diet. This 
was Peter’s view before he had the vision in Acts 10, as he explains in 
verses 4-10. 

Those verses are his reply to the complaints of these Jewish Christians 
who have responded instinctively with doubt. Peter’s retelling of the 
vision of 10:9-16 shows the event’s importance. Marshall (1980: 195) is 
right that the RSV’s rendering, “circumcision party,” is not correct (see 
the same phrase in 10:45 merely of Jewish Christians). The NET renders 
this “circumcised believers.” These sensitive Jewish Christians are not 
organized but react out of an instinctive concern for the law and 
covenant. Marshall notes that the problem is one of both food and 
fellowship (also Bruce 1990: 267). 


The circumcision group’s understanding would be that Gentiles need to 
observe the law, keep away from unclean food, and be circumcised to show 


their participation in the covenant (Gen. 17:9-14; on clean and unclean, 


see the discussion of Acts 10:13-15). In their view, Peter should have been 
assured that the Gentiles were clean before associating with them. For 
these Jewish believers, the likelihood of Peter contracting uncleanness 
was almost certain. This follows the general Jewish view that Gentiles 
were inherently likely to be unclean (expressed in Josephus, Ant. 14.11.5 


8285 about Hyrcanus asking Herod not to bring his troops into Jerusalem; 


at Qumran, according to CD 11.14-15, there was to be no contact with 
Gentiles on the Sabbath). How much contact Jews could have with Gentiles 
was debated; scrupulous Jews were concerned about such issues. This 
problem with circumcision and table fellowship will persist across the 
church and be discussed again in Acts 15. Some old ways die hard in the 
new era. 

The complaint is expressed more likely as a statement rather than as a 


question (Barrett 1994: 537-38). It almost has the force of “You went in 
and ate with Gentiles, so what about it! Explain yourself.” Thus verse 2 
says that they criticized (S1expivovto, diekrinonto) him. Perhaps their view 
matches Jub. 22.16: “Separate thyself from the nations, and eat not with 
them: and do not according to their works, and become not their 
associate; for their works are unclean, and all their ways are a pollution 
and an abomination and uncleanness” (see comments above on 10:13-15). 
In their view, if Gentiles are to join the believing community, they must 
become like Jews. 


11:4-10 Peter’s explanation retells the story about the trance, which in 
this new summary he also calls a vision (6papa, horama). The account is 


told “in an orderly sequence” (11:4), an expression that recalls Luke 1:3, 
and Peter starts from the beginning of events as he experienced them. 
Peter does not know what version of events his audience has heard, so he 
goes through the events again. The key fact is that in a vision Peter sees 
the sheet descend with food. He also notes four categories of creatures, as 
opposed to three in 10:12 (so Ps. 148:10). The fourth category includes 
beasts of prey (tà Onpia, ta théria). The rest of the retelling is virtually a 


word-for-word repetition of the earlier Acts 10 account with some 


abbreviation and a first-person (versus third-person) narration. Peter’s 
point of view is presented directly here (Marshall 1980: 196). In contrast to 


Acts 10, which starts with Cornelius’s vision and then tells about Peter, the 
account here starts with Peter, since it comes from his point of view. The 
conversation is also virtually word for word. In the most direct witness 
form possible, Peter makes the decisive case for what God has done. 

In this version, Peter says that nothing common or unclean has ever 
entered his mouth. The expression “has come into [my] mouth” (siorABev 
cic TO OTOL, eiselthen eis to stoma) is like Ezek. 4:14 (also Matt. 15:11, 17). In 
Acts 10:14 he simply said that he had not eaten anything common or 
unclean. It makes the point with emphasis. This slight variation of 
wording where the point is basically the same is frequent when Luke 
retells an event. Peter closes his review of the vision by noting that the 
vision repeated itself three times before being drawn back up into heaven. 


The expression “taken up” (aveonäo®n, anespasthe) appears only here and 
in Luke 14:5 in the NT. 


11:11-12 As the vision ended, the three men sent to Caesarea by Cornelius 
arrived at the home where Peter was staying. The Spirit had told Peter to 
go with them, without hesitation, a point also made in Acts 10:20 with the 


description of going without doubting. The expression literally “without 


discriminating” (undév Siakpivavta, méden diakrinanta) means that no 
partiality should be exercised against them because they are Gentiles 
(10:34; 15:9). So with six Jewish Christian brothers Peter went to 


Cornelius’s home. He does not mention that he hosted the Gentiles 
overnight. The six men apparently are present to corroborate what Peter 
says. There are seven witnesses in total, far beyond the normal two 
required. The number of men Peter took is another detail not supplied in 
10:23. Seven seals were often attached to a will in Roman law for witness 
purposes (Rev. 5:1; Bruce 1990: 269). Peter and his group entered the 


Gentile’s home without hesitation, just as the Spirit commanded. They 
were simply being obedient to God. 


11:13-14 Peter relates how the man inviting him, whom he never names 
or describes in this review, told of the angel commanding him to send for 


Peter in Joppa, a review of Acts 10:30-33. Nor does Peter mention here the 
compliment of Cornelius’s prayers and alms that appeared in the earlier 


version. Peter also introduces the angel’s declaration that Peter’s message 
would contain an offer of salvation for the man and his household. Acts 
10:22 and 33 simply indicated they were to hear what Peter had to say. 
That the gospel be preached to Gentiles was acommand of heaven. Thus 
the new details in retelling the account include the identification of the 
topic as salvation and the fact that the audience included the entire 
household (16:31). This would include slaves and attendants beyond family 
relatives. If salvation includes Gentiles, then fellowship with them is also 
implied (Fitzmyer 1998: 471). 

The failure to name Cornelius is not a case of a story told poorly (so 
Barrett 1994: 540) but rather reflects the likelihood that everyone already 
knows the identity of the man (or else why have the discussion?). It also 
makes the story one of principle. The issue is not Cornelius but what 
Cornelius represents: a Gentile saved directly by the act of God. The 
concern is about establishing a bad halakic precedent. 


11:15-18 When Peter began to speak, the Spirit came upon (énéneoev, 
epepesen) the group of Gentiles. Peter is indicating here that the Spirit 
came before he finished speaking and without any initiative on his part, 


such as laying on of hands. This observation calls into question Dibelius’s 
claim that the remarks are poorly written. Dibelius argues that the text 
says that the Spirit came when Peter began his speech rather than when 
he was done. Peter may well have said much more, however, had the Spirit 
not interrupted the proceedings (Fitzmyer 1998: 472 and Marshall 1980: 
197; pace Dibelius 1956: 110). Nonetheless, the Spirit comes after Peter has 
made key points about the availability of Jesus to all, so the scene is not 
poorly written by not getting to a key theological point and a clear gospel 
presentation. 

So the Spirit fell on the group as it had on the believers at Pentecost, 
what Peter calls “in the beginning” (év äpxfi, en arché), a reference back to 
Acts 2. Since the Spirit is the sign of the eschaton promised by John the 
Baptist in Luke 3:16 and also by the Lord in Acts 1:5, Peter understood 
immediately what this meant. The wording is close to Acts 10:44 and 47. 


The new note is the reference to “the beginning,” the beginning of 
distribution of the promise. This distribution means that key blessings of 


the new era have come (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4-5; 2:14-21). The Lord has 
shown that these Gentiles are also a part ofthe plan of salvation. The 
reference to Gentiles is emphatic in the Greek, as it is placed forward in 
the sentence. The argument is that if God can sovereignly distribute to the 
Gentiles the same promised Spirit of the new era that Jews received, then 
how could Peter hinder (kwAüocaı, kölysai) their inclusion in the blessings 
of the people of God (see Acts 10:47)? So the implication here is that Peter 
allowed them to be baptized in water as a confirmation of their faith and 
presence in the new community (on water and Spirit, John 3:5; Ezek. 


36:25-27; Bruce 1990: 269). Peter remembers this teaching of Jesus about 
the Spirit as the sign of promise and repeats it here in verse 16. The roots 
of the teaching are found in John the Baptist’s remarks in Luke 3:16 in 
preparing the way for the new era. The “identical [ionv, isen] gift” of the 
Spirit given by God means that these people are cleansed and indwelt by 
the divine sacred presence. Thus no one can or should resist their 


inclusion. God is the one who orchestrated this “halakic” move. 

The complaints of the objecting group are silenced. They glorify God for 
his initiative in giving repentance unto life to the Gentiles (Acts 4:21; 
21:20). God is now seen as the one who brought this about, so they rejoice. 


The expression “repentance unto life” (trv petóvorav eig Zwnyv, ten 
metanoian eis zoén) represents another summary phrase for the response 
to the gospel. God has given repentance unto life to the Gentiles. In 


Judaism, repentance was seen as a divine gift (Wis. 12:10, 19, “You give 


repentance for sins”; Jervell 1998: 316). Life here equals salvation (Barrett 
1994: 543; Luke 10:25; Acts 5:20; 13:46, 48). God took the initiative for this 


new work. God's action has resulted in (1) repentance as the response and 
(2) life as the gift. Gentiles now are included in the offer of the gospel. The 
remaining questions will be about the law and circumcision, which are 
treated in Acts 15. 

As just noted, two elements are highlighted in the outcome: the human 
response (repentance) and the divine provision (the Spirit who gives life). 
These associations run deep in the NT. The role of the Spirit as life-giver is 
little different from John 4 and 7 (living water) and, in a more ethically 


emphasized way, Rom. 8 (resurrection power). The link between the gift of 
the Spirit and possession of life is the link between soteriology and 
sanctification (Acts 2:38; 3:19; 5:31; 20:21; 26:20). In all ofthis, a response of 
faith by the Gentiles is assumed, as they were ready to hear what Peter 


had to say (10:33; Marshall 1980: 197-98). 
In sum, this passage confirms the divine initiative in the outreach to 


Gentiles. Stott (1990: 194-96) notes that in this case it was a series of 
divine acts that produced the breakthrough: there was a vision, a 
command, preparation, and, finally, action. God had prepared the hearts 
of the recipients in a way that did not involve Peter or anyone else 
connected to him. Sometimes God works alone, behind the scenes, before 
the gospel is brought to someone. Yet Peter came to see the fruit of these 
labors. 

God brings various ethnic groups into one in Christ, This message is 
important in Acts. Jesus brings reconciliation not only with God but also 
between people. The new community will be diverse in makeup, equal in 


status, and called to reflect peace with one another (Eph. 2:11-22). Peter is 
the example of one who understands and actively pursues this fresh 
opportunity that is opened up to all people. Indeed, he defends it 
vigorously as the will of God. God had opened up a new way to himself 
through Jesus. Now Peter understands the importance of pursuing the full 
vision God has directed to be put in place. For the most part, it is a lesson 


he would not forget. Galatians 2:11-14 shows a lapse, but one he 
recognized when it was pointed out to him. This is another feature of 
learning a new lesson. Sometimes old habits return, but they are also not 
treated as acceptable when pointed out. 

This reconciliation worked itself out with cultural sensitivity. Gentiles 
did not need to become Jews, nor Jews Gentiles, apparently. According to 


Paul's letters and some of the differences he tried to arbitrate, Paul's 
position was this: if the issue did not touch on the core of the gospel, then 
let each do what was appropriate for their own conscience. Some would 
eat only certain foods, others would eat anything. Some would set apart 


certain days; others would treat all days the same (Rom. 14:1-5). This 
approach reflected a respect for cultural roots that did not seek to make 
everyone in the church exactly the same when it came to practices that 
were not of essential importance. Today such issues surface when the 


gospel enters a new culture or when one looks at messianic Jewish 
congregations. For example, care must be exercised not to invert the 
mistake of the first century by insisting that Jewish believers become like 


Gentiles. This is a decision of the believer’s conscience with regard to 
practice once one has responded in faith to the gospel. Similarly one 
should be sure that when one ministers cross-culturally, practices that are 
Western but not necessarily specifically Christian are not imposed on 
others, and vice versa. Perhaps in our culture the choice of where and how 
to educate children is a similar kind of decision. Not everyone needs to do 
the same thing in this matter. 


Additional Notes 


11:9. Codex D has simply “a voice came out of heaven to me,” apparently reading the reference to 
the “second time” in the bulk of MSS as odd. 


11:13. The MSS D, Y, and P* omit the article with “angel” It should be included, however, even 
though itis awkward because there has been no mention of this angel since Acts 10:3. The 
article’s inclusion is better attested. 


IV. The Gospel to the Gentiles and More Persecution in Jerusalem (9:32-12:25) 
B. Peter and Cornelius: The Gospel to the Gentiles (10:1-11:18) 

» C. The Church at Antioch: Barnabas, Saul, and Agabus (11:19-30) 
D. Persecution in Jerusalem (12:1-23) 


C. The Church at Antioch: Barnabas, Saul, and 
Agabus (11:19-30) 


Luke’s next topic is the church’s expansion as a result of persecution, 
which prepares for the reintroduction of Paul and the work of a 
major church outside Jerusalem, the community at Antioch. This is a 


community full of Hellenistic Jews. Acts 11:19-21 discusses the 


successful mission to Greeks in this community. Acts 11:22-26 tells 
how Barnabas comes from Jerusalem to look over the new work and 
how he goes to get Saul to help him. The church grows to the point 


where believers became known as “Christians” for the first time. Acts 


11:27-30 shows God's protection of the Jerusalem community 
through the prophet Agabus and the believers in Antioch. They make 
provision for the Jewish brethren in view of a predicted famine. The 
Jews brought salvation to the Gentiles, and the Gentiles reciprocate 
by bringing material support to the Jews. Reconciliation is evident 
not just in word but also in deed. 

The account is a simple narrative and is probably rooted in 
traditions emerging from Antioch (Fitzmyer 1998: 474, 480; Barrett 
1994: 546 sees Luke “editing a tradition”; see also Barrett 1994: 559 
for his comments on vv. 27-30). There is scholarly discussion as to 


whether this is the Paul-Barnabas visit of Gal. 2:1-10, a point to be 
discussed when the other option of Acts 15 is introduced (Marshall 
1980: 200 does equate Gal. 2 with Acts 11). 


B. Longenecker (2004) notes that this unit is a “chain-link 


interlock,” an ancient rhetorical device that links separate units to 
each other. Other examples include how Luke links his Gospel to Acts, 


Acts 8:1-2, and 19:21-41. The accounts are linked by an overlap 
between separate units (Lucian, How to Write History 55; Quintilian, 
Institutio oratoria 9.4.29). The link in Acts 11 sets up the transition 
from Peter to Paul as the key figure of the book. Longenecker goes on 
to note that the section has been seen as either temporally 
contemporaneous or a flashback where the events of Acts 11 came 
after those of Acts 12. He discusses the flashback option in detail and 


notes that the dating scheme of Riesner (1998: 118-22, 134-36) and 
Hengel and Schwemer (1997: 243, 257) make sense out of the data. 


This puts Agrippa’s persecution at AD 41-43 and the Antiochene 


collection at AD 42-45. Riesner’s dates are generally a year earlier 
than those of Hengel and Schwemer (for these kinds of fluctuation in 
dating, see the introductory discussion on chronology). Longenecker 
suggests that when the section is read in this way, the indication is 
that leadership in Jerusalem changed with the death of James (not 
the Lord’s brother) and Peter’s departure. In the end, however, he 
hesitates to adopt the flashback option as a part of Luke’s intention 
to make a conscious historical point, saying only that Luke placed the 
events as part of the same broad sweep of time. The “chain-link 
interlock” is interested only in a literary transition and not a specific 
temporal link. The literary point may be true, but the observations 
about the cogency of the chronology seen in such a light mean that 
Luke must be appreciated for the skilled and careful writer that he is. 


Exegesis and Exposition 


19Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that came about with respect to 
Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to none except 
Jews alone. 20But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch 
were speaking also to the ' Greeks ', proclaiming the good news of the Lord Jesus. 21And the hand 


ofthe Lord was with them, and a great number who believed turned to the Lord. 22Word about 
such things came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to go as far as 
Antioch, 23who, coming and seeing the grace‘ * of God, was glad; and he exhorted them all to 
remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose of heart, 24for he was a good man, full of the 
Holy Spirit and of faith. And a large crowd was added to the Lord. 25So Barnabas went to Tarsus to 
look for Saul; 26and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. For an entire year they 
met with the church and taught a large crowd of people; and in Antioch the disciples were for the 
first time called Christians. 

27Now in those days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28And standing up, one 
of them named Agabus foretold by the Spirit that there would be great famine all over the world, 
which took place in the days of Claudius. 22And some of the disciples, even as each one purposed, 
determined, each according to his ability, to send relief to the brothers who lived in Judea; 30and 
they did so, sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul. 


11:19-21 Luke looks at the ministry of those scattered in Acts 8:1b, 4 as a 
result of persecution, or more precisely “hardship” or “tribulation” 
(OAiwewc, thlipseös; Acts 7:9-11; 11:19; 14:21-22; 20:22-23). Some of the 
scattered believers go only to Jews while others minister also to Greeks. 
And the word has now spread beyond Samaria to Phoenicia, Cyprus, and 
Antioch. These locales had important Jewish communities. 

Phoenicia was the Mediterranean seacoast area of Syria, with Tyre and 
Sidon as its main cities. It was one hundred miles long and normally 
fifteen miles wide (Bruce 1990: 271; Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 613 note 
that its widest point extends thirty miles). Cyprus, an island to the south 


of Asia Minor, was one hundred miles west of northwestern Syria (13:4— 
12). It was the original home of Barnabas (4:36) and had a large Jewish 


colony (1 Macc. 15:23; Philo, Embassy 36 8282; Josephus, Ant. 13.10.4 


88284-87; Fitzmyer 1998: 475). 

Antioch is the second key church that Luke discusses. Its ministry 
becomes a point of focus for Acts. Antioch is on the Orontes River and 
located in what is now southeastern Turkey. It was the seat of Syria during 
the Seleucid reign and was the third largest city in the Greco-Roman 
world, with as high as six hundred thousand inhabitants (of which 
perhaps twenty-five thousand were Jews), but possibly a few hundred 
thousand less.[1] Founded in about 300 BC by Seleucus I Nicator and 
named in honor of his father, Antiochus, it was the capital of the Seleucid 
Empire. Only Alexandria and Rome were larger. Within five miles was the 
city of Daphne, known for worship of the gods Artemis, Apollos, and 


Astarte, and so the area was known for its moral laxity. Astarte worship 
included cultic prostitution. It was known for immorality (Juvenal, Satires 


3.62; Polhill 1992: 269). Josephus calls it “the principal city of Syria” and 
notes that it had a famous street cutting through it (Ant. 16.5.3 §148; on 


their privileges, see Ant. 12.3.1 §119). 

Antioch reflected a marriage of oriental and Hellenistic life with Greeks, 
Syrians, Phoenicians, Jews, Arabs, Persians, Egyptians, and Indians making 
up the population. The church with its practice and doctrine represented 
a distinctly countercultural way of life. Libanius (Orations 11.15) in AD 350 


wrote that the city was “the abode of the gods.” Zeus, Apollos, Poseidon, 
Adonis, and Tyche were worshiped there. It was a city full of religious 
activity and presence. So Antioch was a cosmopolitan city full of gods, 
where Judaism functioned as an exception in clinging to the one true God. 
In this context, the church in Antioch emerged and reached out into the 
larger world with its own mission. Antioch was also a commercial hub, 
tied as it was to a fertile plain. The river led to a port fifteen to eighteen 
miles away. 

Hengel and Schwemer (1997: 270) fully treat the significant influence of 
the local god Tyche. They also discuss the history of the city and note 
among the Jews the absence of evidence of syncretism with Syrian gods 


(1997: 268-79). Most important, they also challenge the existence of an 
p y 8 y 
“pan-Antiochenism,” as the history-of-religions school and many NT 


theologians today claim (1997: 279-86). For Hengel and Schwemer, the 
exaltation Christology that is central to orthodox Christianity has its roots 
in Jerusalem and is clearly in place by AD 36. This Christology is 
something the Christians in Jerusalem and Antioch share, and its roots are 
also found in Jewish thinking, not Hellenistic religion. 

Cyprus was an island in the Mediterranean Sea with a sizable Jewish 
community (1 Macc. 15:23). Cyrene was the capital of the Roman province 
of Cyrenaica (= Libya) in North Africa. It was an intellectual center, home 
to a medical school and a classical academy (Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 
617). Josephus (Ant. 14.7.2 $$114-15) notes a significant Jewish presence 
there. Simon, Alexander, and Rufus were from there (Luke 23:26; Mark 
15:21; Matt. 27:32), and it is included in the list of regions from which 
Jewish pilgrims had come for the Passover in Jerusalem (Acts 2:10). 


All of these locales (Phoenicia, Cyprus, Antioch plus Cyrene) were 
heavily Hellenistic in character. It is possible that the churches there were 
rooted in earlier work. In Acts 15:41, Paul visits these churches at the start 


of his second journey. This may point to Paul’s role earlier in these 
communities, as one of their founders or an important early leader, 
perhaps during his so-called silent years.[2] 

There is scholarly discussion as to who the Hellenists/Greeks are. Are 
they pure Greeks or Hellenistic Jews? Following the work of Peter, it would 
seem that the term “Hellenist,” if original, does not mean Hellenist 
Christians but possesses a largely racial, cultural sense, equal to 
“Gentiles.” The reading “Greeks” says this more directly and is probably 
the best reading (see the additional note on 11:20). This is a mission 
independent of Jerusalem and shows the vibrancy of the church in 
Antioch. The mission meets with success because “the hand of the Lord 
was with them” (cf. Exod. 9:3; 1 Sam. 5:6; 6:9; 1 Chron. 28:19; Isa. 59:1; 66:2, 
14; Ezek. 1:3; Luke 1:66; Acts 4:30; 13:11; Polhill 1992: 271). God’s “hand” 
refers to his power. Enablement comes from God. Significant numbers 
respond. The Hellenists turn and believe; 11:21 is the only verse to use 
both verbs to summarize a response of faith. Thus faith entails turning to 
the Lord Jesus. In the Greek context, the title “Lord” makes sense as the 
key concept to associate with Jesus, for reasons of authority that 10:36 has 
made clear. 


11:22-24 When the church in Jerusalem hears about the growth in 
Antioch, it sends Barnabas to investigate. The church’s reception of the 
news about Antioch is expressed by an idiom that literally reads, “was 
heard ... in the ears” (rikobo®n eig tà Ota, Ekousthe eis ta hota; Culy and 
Parsons 2003: 226). The Jerusalem church has sent emissaries to Antioch 
before in 8:14 and 9:30. They harbor some concerns about Gentile 
expansion in 11:1-18 that are not completely resolved until Acts 15. 
Nevertheless, in each case, the expansion is welcomed. Here the emissary 
is not an apostle but one whom Jerusalem trusts. 

That the Jerusalem community is called the church (éxxAnoia, ekklesia) 
testifies to a growing self-identity as a community, as the term has not 


been used since Acts 9:31 and now becomes more frequent (11:26; 12:1, 5; 
13:1; 14:23, 27; 15:3, 4, 22, 41; 16:5; 18:22; 20:17, 28; Barrett 1994: 552). 

Barnabas observes the “grace of God” (tv xäpıv mv tod Beob, ten charin 
ten tou theou) and rejoices (¿xapn, echaré; note the wordplay on “grace” 
and “rejoice”; grace of God: 13:43; 14:24-26; 20:24). He encourages the 
community to be steadfast in purpose of heart and remain in the Lord (tñ 
ripoBécel ING Kapdlac MPOOHEVELV TO kvpio, te prothesei tes kardias 
prosmenein tó kyriö). This expression has two important parts. In the first 
part, steadfastness is the main idea, as the term npoß&oeı refers to having 
a purpose or resolve about something (BAGD 706 §2a; BDAG 869 §2a 
renders npoß&oeı as devotion because it is connected to the heart; Acts 
11:23-24; 27:13; 2 Tim. 3:10). Acts 27:13 is a more everyday use of the term. 
The English versions render this with some variation (“with steadfast 


purpose” in RSV; “devoted hearts” in NET; “with all their hearts” in NIV). 
The second part is the idea of remaining or abiding in the Lord, a call to 


remain true to the Lord (BAGD 717 §1aa; BDAG 883 §1aß; Matt. 15:32; Mark 
8:1-3; Acts 11:23-24; 13:43; 18:18; 1 Tim. 1:3-4; 5:5-6). The NET combines 
all of this well in the phrase “to remain true to the Lord with devoted 
hearts.” 

Barnabas is commended as a messenger who is a “good man” full of the 
Spirit and faith. The full description is unique in the NT, but the 
expression “be full of the Spirit” appears in a few texts (Luke 4:1 [of Jesus); 
Acts 7:55 [of Stephen]; see also 6:5). No one else is called “good” in Acts 
(Marshall 1980: 202; on the adjective “good,” Acts 9:36; 23:1; Luke 23:50 [of 
Joseph of Arimathea]). Barnabas gave his goods to help the Jerusalem 
church in Acts 4:36-37 and supported Saul in 9:27. Now he encourages the 
new saints in Antioch (4:36 calls him the “son of encouragement”). The 
church needs people like him, since they often can do delicate jobs of 
mending and reconciliation. Luke’s descriptions of Barnabas support the 
portrait of him as a person of maturity, promoting maturity in others and 
unity in the church. Since Barnabas was from Cyprus, he was ethnically 
suited for the task in this area (Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 619). 

In the meantime, the church is growing, as a sizeable crowd (xog 
ikavöc, ochlos hikanos) is added to the Lord, making the development of 


disciples a major concern. It is not clear if the Father or Jesus is meant by 
“Lord,” but verse 23 may well suggest a reference to Jesus as the one to 


whom they should remain faithful (see also vv. 20-21, where Jesus seems 
to be in view). Of course, to turn to the one is to embrace the other. 


11:25-26 Now Barnabas seeks help to build up the church. He brings back 
Saul from Tarsus, where Saul went in Acts 9:30. So this resumes the 


Pauline strand of Luke’s story. Barnabas and Saul remain in Antioch for a 
year to teach this church. Antioch is a vibrant community in the Acts 
account (11:27; 13:1; 14:26; 15:22, 23, 30, 35; 18:22). This church will send 
Barnabas and Saul out for a more extensive outreach in Acts 13. Later the 
issue of the Gentiles will become a momentary bone of contention 
between Paul and Barnabas (Gal. 2:13), when Barnabas sides for a time 
with those who are concerned about Jewish scruples. But for now the 
relationship is smooth. 

In Antioch the testimony to Jesus as the Christ is so strong that 
community members are called Christians (Xpıotıavoüg, Christianous) for 


the first time. Hengel and Schwemer (1997: 225-30) discuss the roots and 
legends associated with this name in the early centuries but defend its 
roots as coming from those outside the community. The suffixes -ianos/- 
ianus indicate Greek/Latin sources and are tied to the title Messiah, or 
Christ, in Greek. The importance of Jesus as the Christ early in the 
church’s history is highlighted by the rise of this name. The term appears 
only three times in the NT (Acts 11:26; 26:28 [of Agrippa almost being 
persuaded by Paul to become a Christian]; 1 Pet. 4:16 [of suffering as a 
Christian]; Schneider, EDNT 3:477-78). The name is significant because it 
shows that it was the identification with Jesus as the Christ, as the 
Messiah, that people noticed. It also suggests that a separate identity is 
emerging for this group, which earlier was appealing to Jews only 
(Grundmann, TDNT 9:536-37). It may well be that the mixed ethnicity is 
now forcing the issue of self-identification alongside the believers’ 
messianic declarations about Jesus. Fitzmyer (1998: 478) notes other early 
uses of the term in Josephus, Ant. 18.3.3 864; Pliny the Younger, Ep. 10.96- 
97; Tacitus, Ann. 15.44; and Lucian, Alexander the False Prophet 25, 38. These 
texts show the spread of Christians to Rome and Bithynia in the first and 


second centuries, respectively, as well as the stir Christians caused in 
Judea by the time of Josephus. 


The probably intransitive passive expression “be called” (ypnpatioa, 
chrematisai) suggests that the name was given to believers by others. It 
may well have been derisive or used to mark them out as distinct 
(Fitzmyer 1998: 478 has a more complete discussion; Grundmann, TDNT 


9:536-37; Schnabel 2004: 792-96). Polhill (1992: 273) notes that Ignatius is 
the first Christian to use the term extensively of other believers, and 
Barrett (1994: 557) cites other references in the second-century church 
(Ign. Eph. 11.2; Rom. 3.2; Magn. 10.3; Pol. Phil. 7.3). The term mixes the Greek 


for “Christ” with the Latin ending for a group, -ianus. It is formed in the 
same way as the reference to Herodians or Augustinians is (Barrett 1994: 


556). Bruce (1990: 274) notes that sometimes “Christ” was misunderstood 


as the Greek term for “useful” (xpnotóc, chrestos; possibly Suetonius, 
Claudius 25.4; NewDocs 2 no. 102; 3 no. 98). Christians in Acts are also called 
saints (9:13), disciples (6:2), believers (4:32), the church (3:1), brothers 
(1:15), and Nazoreans (24:5). It appears that this Gentile mission in 
Antioch is the first major successful, extensive effort directed toward that 
group, and this is why Luke notes it. It sets the stage for even more 
extensive efforts by this community later. 


11:27-30 The sending of Barnabas is not the only contact Jerusalem 
develops with Antioch. Prophets also come and go.[3] This is the first note 
about prophets in Acts (13:1; 15:32; 21:10; 1 Cor. 12:28-29; 14:29, 32, 37; 
Eph. 2:20; 3:5; 4:11). Fitzmyer suggests that NT prophets were somewhat 
distinct from the OT term and served more as “inspired or gifted 


preachers,” a real possibility in a few texts, given its usage in the NT, but 
this is not certain. On occasion, they could read the hearts of others as 


well (1 Cor. 14:24-25; Did. 11.7-12). 

A particularly significant incident concerns Agabus, who helps relieve 
the pressure of a famine by leading the church in Antioch to provide aid to 
those in Jerusalem. Agabus shows another characteristic of a prophet: he 
is able to predict what is coming, the foretelling often associated with 
prophetic activity such as that in the OT. A NT prophet appears to have 
these various abilities, which place him in a category separate from a 


mere preacher or proclaimer of the gospel. Such prophets seem to have 
moved from church to church, if the Didache is any indicator of their 
ministry style. The itinerant nature of the prophets described in Acts is 
consistent with the Didache. 

Agabus predicts that an extensive famine will affect the empire, which 
is probably what the reference to the whole world in the verse implies. 
Agabus indicates (£orjnavev, esemanen) through the Spirit that this famine 
will take place (other occurrences of the verb onnaivw [semaino, indicate, 
signify] in the NT: John 12:33; 18:32; 21:19; Acts 11:28; 25:27; Rev. 1:1-2; 
Rengstorf, TDNT 7:264). The verb points to the giving of oracles (Barrett 
1994: 562-63; Josephus, Ant. 6.4.1 850; 8.15.4 8409). 

This famine came during the days of Claudius, who was Caesar of Rome 
from AD 41 to 54 and the nephew of Tiberius Caesar. Claudius reluctantly 
succeeded another Tiberian nephew, Gaius, upon his murder. At the time 
of Gaius’s murder, Claudius hid behind a curtain, fearing his own demise. 
He was an able administrator but had to deal with a series of natural 
disasters in his empire. So Agabus’s prediction of the famine points to one 
of the prominent events in his reign. 

Famine hit in the first, second, fourth, ninth, and eleventh years of 
Claudius’s reign.[4] One inscription from Asia Minor (CIG 3973.5-6) speaks 
of a famine that gripped the whole world. Fitzmyer (1998: 481-82) 
provides extensive discussion of how widespread these famines were. 
They struck Egypt (at the beginning of Claudius’s rule), Greece (eighth to 
ninth years), and Rome (ninth to eleventh years) as well as Judea. We have 
notes about this famine concerning its presence in AD 40-41 and 46-47 
(Talbert 1997: 117; Josephus, Ant. 3.15.3 $$320-21; 20.2.5 8851-53; 20.5.2 
§101). This was a sporadic, empirewide famine, but the final Josephus 
reference speaks of a famine in Judea in AD 44-48 (Riesner 1998: 132, 135, 
placing this prediction in AD 39-42). 

The prediction of the famine precedes the death of Herod in Acts 12, 
which was some years earlier than the later Judean famine. If this famine 
tied especially to Judea is intended, as is quite possible, then plenty of 
warning was provided. 


In Acts 21:10-11 Agabus will return with another prediction, 
concerning Paul’s arrest. Some scholars take the name Agabus as coming 


from the Greek form ofthe names Hagab and Hagaba (Ezra 2:46; Neh. 7:48; 
Bruce 1990: 275), but Fitzmyer (1998: 481) prefers a parallel to awoman’s 


name from Syria meaning “love” or “lover.” 
Significantly, the Gentile church moves to help its Judean and 


predominantly Jewish brethren. Literally the phrase is “to send service,” 
as from S1aKovia (diakonia) comes our term “deacon,” one who serves. 
Here it means something like sending “support” or “aid” (BAGD 184 84; 
BDAG 230 84; Acts 6:1 of the aid to widows; 12:25). Each person sets apart 


what seems appropriate, a point parallel to 2 Cor. 9:7 (also 1 Cor. 16:1-4). 
Barrett (1994: 565) notes that the community is not pooling its resources 
as Jerusalem had but now seems to live with each person conducting his 
or her own business. The aid is delivered to Jerusalem, about 310 miles 
away, and then Saul and Barnabas return to Antioch. 

They bring the aid to the elders at Jerusalem, the first mention of such a 
group in the church community in Acts. Of its sixty-six NT occurrences, 
the term npeoBútepoc (presbyteros, elder) appears eighteen times in this 
book.[5] These Jerusalem elders appear to function alongside the apostles 
there and take care of administrative and daily matters (Marshall 1980: 
204). A structure including elders parallels Judaism and thus need not be a 


late development in the church (Hengel and Schwemer 1997: 254-55, who 
see their main role as supervising membership). 

The famine relief indicates a complete reconciliation as needs are met 
across geographical and ethnic boundaries. The relief portrays the 
oneness and caring of the community, as did Acts 4 in Jerusalem, where 
goods were shared. Racial harmony and caring are possible. The church is 


one despite being in different locales. Whether this is the visit Gal. 2:1-10 
also mentions awaits the discussion below of Acts 15, but Marshall (1980: 
205) equates this relief visit with that text, as do Bruce (1990: 278) and 


Schnabel (2004: 987-92). 

In sum, we see the emergence of another key community, engaged in 
mission, instruction, discipleship, and caring for other communities in 
need. Word and deed again are side by side. The summary could hardly do 
a better job of showing a vibrant church at work, performing the essential 
tasks of a community so visibly that outsiders note who its members are. 


As always, it is responsiveness to divine direction and vision that leads to 
this effective ministry. 
An interesting feature is that these laborers are unnamed. As Fernando 


(1998: 353) says, “Some of the most significant work for the kingdom has 
been done by unknown witnesses who are obedient to Christ right where 


they are and where they do not attract much attention.” He calls them 
“unnamed pioneers” (1998: 351), a very apt description, and Stott (1990: 


201) speaks of “daring spirits.” The key to any effective community is that 
it has vibrant and exemplary people throughout. 

We also see Barnabas, the encourager, at his best. He encourages the 
grace of God to be manifest in himself and others. He knows that this will 
require perseverance and solid character as well as a willingness to go the 
extra mile for others, as he does with Saul. Indeed, character is more 


important in a believer than anything else, including “getting results” 


(Fernando 1998: 355-57). Character and encouragement also have the 
capacity to bring others on board and let them serve because there is no 
jealousy, again pictured by how Barnabas works with Saul. In this it is 


Barnabas’s humility that stands out (Stott 1990: 204). 

A final note concerns how one church came to the aid of another here. 
Today many churches are interested only in their own ministry or in using 
their facilities and resources only for their own efforts. It is sad to see 
large-budget churches that give very little to missions or do very little for 
other believing communities in need in their own area when they easily 
could. We must be careful that the desired pursuit of excellence in 
ministry to our own does not leave us neglecting others whom we could 
help with a little more self-sacrifice. Other churches, reflecting the 
character of this Acts 11 community, are engaged in actively helping 
others as they are able, as part of the perspective of their own ministry. In 
a world where everyone looks out for number one, this kind of selflessness 
is itself a great testimony to the power and witness of the gospel to 
change people. 


Additional Notes 


11:20. NA?” reads ’EAAnvıotag (Hellenistas), or Hellenists, with B, D2, E, Y, 33, 81, 614, 1739, and 
Byz. This could refer to Greek-speaking Jews, but such a ministry would hardly be noted in 
contrast to Jews only, so if this is original, it should mean Greeks. Barrett (1994: 551) sees this 
reading as the original and more difficult reading. “EAAnvac (Hellenas), or Greeks, is a key variant 
that refers to ministry to Gentiles. It is supported by P”*, 2x, A, D*, and 1518. This is likely to be the 
original reading (Fitzmyer 1998: 476; Bruce 1990: 272). 


11:23. The inclusion of the extra article thv between “grace” and “of God” is supported by X, A, 
and B. It is more grammatically correct, but its absence could also be original, as the omission is 
well attested (})"4, D, E, Y, and Byz). 


IV. The Gospel to the Gentiles and More Persecution in Jerusalem (9:32-12:25) 
C. The Church at Antioch: Barnabas, Saul, and Agabus (11:19-30) 
» D. Persecution in Jerusalem (12:1-23) 
E. Summary (12:24-25) 


D. Persecution in Jerusalem (12:1-23) 


The final major discussion of the church in Jerusalem has three parts: 
(1) the martyrdom of James, brother of John, along with the arrest of 


Peter (12:1-5); (2) Peter’s miraculous delivery from prison (12:6-19); 
and (3) Herod’s arrogance and judgment (12:20-23). The delivery 
from prison is told vividly in two parts: the escape (vv. 6-11) and then 
the surprising arrival at the home of John Mark’s mother (vv. 12- 


19a). As the persecution intensifies in Jerusalem, God's protection is 
still at work. Acts 12:11 gives the assurance that the passage intends: 
the Lord has rescued Peter. This act, in turn, seems rooted in the 


church’s earnest prayer, noted in verse 5. On the other hand, the 
result for one who does not give God the glory is a terrifying 
judgment, as worms in verse 23 consume Herod. So contrast drives 


the unit. Herod found “himself fighting against God and suffered the 


consequences” (so Polhill 1992: 276). 

The character of the Jerusalem church emerges from this account 
(Witherington 1998: 383). It obviously operates on the fringe of 
Judaism at this time and is still being rejected by the Jewish 
authorities. Some converts still have social means and status, as 


evidenced by the home of John Mark’s mother, which is large enough 
for meetings and has servants. Whatever the result of the pooling of 
resources in Acts 4, the church still has some members who have 
property and financial means. The church seems to have maintained 
multiple meeting places in Jerusalem, since differing locations for 
gatherings are noted (compare 12:12 with v. 17). The account also 


serves as a “recapitulation” that lets the story in Jerusalem catch up 
with the story elsewhere and explains why Peter no longer heads the 
church in Jerusalem, since the persecution and arrest drive him away 
(Hengel and Schwemer 1997: 245-46). 

The account is a combination of narrative and miracle. Other 
divine rescues appear in 5:18-20; 16:23-29; and chapter 27. The 
divine-rescue form abounds also in Greco-Roman accounts.[1] 
Johnson notes the historical core of this account with the parallel in 
Josephus of Herod’s gruesome death in Ant. 19.8.2 §§343-52. Barrett 
(1994: 580) discusses a difference with many of the form parallels, 
which contain a self-release. Such a self-release does not occur with 
Peter, since an angel is responsible for the liberation. This account 
may well be rooted in Judean sources. 

Fitzmyer (1998: 486) notes that no effort is made to reconstitute 
the Twelve after James’s death, a point with implications about the 
view of a permanent role for the Twelve. In other words, Judas was 
replaced as the twelfth member, and then no replacement was made 
after James’s death here, probably on the belief that the Twelve 
would be reestablished in the resurrection. 

Witherington (1998: 376-81) speaks of the last use of Luke’s Petrine 
source here and challenges Pervo’s (1987) claim that this text is 
evidence that Acts is a classical romance. The story may be included 
either to suggest how James, the brother of the Lord, came to a key 
position in Jerusalem as outside pressure mounted on Peter, or to 
show how Peter’s discipleship paralleled that of Jesus and would 
parallel that of Paul. Marshall (1980: 206-7) also affirms its core 
historicity. 

Johnson (1992: 21) mentions numerous parallels to Jesus’s 
suffering and that of Stephen. This is the first appearance in Acts of 
James, brother of the Lord. Barrett (1994: 569) suggests that the detail 
about persecution and meeting suffering directly might be Luke’s 
point in presenting this text. Fitzmyer (1998: 486) sees a parallel 
between the account of Herod’s death in this text and the lament for 
the king of Tyre in Ezek. 28:17-20. Witherington (1998: 383) adds that 
this persecution in Jerusalem might explain why missionary activity 


became focused in Antioch as Jerusalem became even more 
dangerous. None of these choices rules out the others as possibilities, 
for this passage may well be doing several things at the same time. At 
any rate, the account differs from the first prison escape in that the 
concern now is with Peter and the growing distance between the 
church and Judaism as the persecution continues (Pesch 1986a: 369). 
The church is giving witness at any cost and is establishing its 
identity while God is protecting it, whether in death leading to glory 
(Stephen) or in miraculous escape (Peter). 


Exegesis and Exposition 


1About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some from the church. 2He killed James, 
the brother of John, by the sword. 3Seeing that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter 
also. (It was during the days of Unleavened Bread.) 4And having seized him, Herod put him in 
prison and delivered him to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending after the Passover to 
bring him out to the people. 5So Peter was being kept in prison; but earnest prayer for him was 
coming to God by the church. 

6The very night when Herod was about to bring him out, Peter was sleeping between two 
soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries before the door were guarding the prison; and 
behold, an angel of the Lord stood by, and a light lit up the cell; and striking Peter on the side, he 
woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.” And the chains fell off his hands. 8And the angel said to him, 
“Dress yourself and put on your sandals.” And he did so. And the angel said to him, “Wrap your 
mantle and follow me.” %And Peter went out and was following him; he did not know that what 
was done by the angel was real, but he was thinking that he was seeing a vision. 10Having passed 
the first and second guards, they came to the iron gate leading into the city. It opened to them 
automatically, and going out” ', they passed on through one street; and immediately the angel 
left him. 11And Peter came to himself and said, “Now | am sure that the Lord has sent his angel 
and delivered me from the hand of Herod and all that the Jewish people were expecting.” 

12Realizing this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John, whose name was Mark, 
where many were gathered together and praying. 13And as he was knocking at the door of the 
gateway, a maid named Rhoda came to answer. 14Recognizing Peter’s voice, in her joy she did not 
open the gate but, running in, announced that Peter was standing at the gate. 15They said to her, 
“You are mad.” But she was insisting that this was so. But they were saying, “It is his angel.” 16But 
Peter remained knocking; and opening the gate, they saw him and were amazed. 1/But motioning 
to them with his hand to be silent, he described to them how the Lord had brought him out of the 
prison. And he said, “Go tell these things to James and to the brothers.” Then he departed and 
went to another locale. 


18Now when day came, there was no small disturbance among the soldiers over what had 
come about with Peter. 19And seeking him but not finding him, Herod examined the sentries and 
ordered that they should be led away ' (for execution)”. Then he went down from Judea into 
Caesarea and remained there. 

20Now Herod was angry with the people of Tyre and Sidon, and they came to him as a group, 
and having persuaded Blastus, the king's chamberlain, they asked for peace because their land 
was fed by the king. 210n an appointed day, Herod, putting on his royal robes and taking his seat 
upon the throne, made a speech to them. 22And the people were shouting, “The voice of a god, 
and not a man.” 23lmmediately an angel of the Lord struck him down because he did not give God 
the glory; and being eaten by worms, he died. 


12:1-2 Persecution becomes more intense for the Jerusalem church 


during the reign of Herod Agrippa I (ca. 9 BC-AD 44), grandson of Herod 
the Great. This ruler had been educated and raised in Rome. He reigned 
over Judea for several years. In AD 37 Caligula had allocated to him the 
territory that had been held by Philip and Lysanius (Luke 3:1). He did not, 
however, assume control over the entire old empire of Herod the Great 
until AD 41 because he had to compete with Herod Antipas for the 
authority. Full affirmation of his rule came from Caligula and in AD 41 was 
expanded to its maximum extent under Claudius, who had been a 
classmate of his. He ruled until AD 44. Herod Agrippa was imprisoned at 
one time by Tiberius, but he had better relations with Rome’s other 
Caesars and was very close to the Pharisees (Josephus, Ant. 18.5.3 $126; 
18.6.1-5 $8143-69; 18.6.6-7 $8179-204; 18.6.10-18.8.8 §§228-301; 19.4.1 
S8236-44; 19.4.5 $265; 19.5.1 8827477; 19.5.3 8288; 19.6.1-19.9.1 §§292- 
354; m. Sotah 7.8). He was especially pious, at least when he was in 
Jerusalem (Ant. 19.6.1 $293; 19.7.3 8331). Polhill (1992: 278) describes his 
Roman lifestyle when he was in Rome. Eckey (2000: 266-67) has a nice 
summary of his career. Given that Herod was in Rome in AD 41 and died 
before Passover in 44, the events described in Acts 11 should be dated to 
either 42 or 43. 

Agrippa I was quite popular with the Jews, as this excerpt from 
Josephus, Ant. 19.7.3 §§328-31 shows: 


Now, this king was by nature very beneficent, and liberal in his gifts, and very ambitious to 
oblige people with such large donations; and he made himself very illustrious by the many 
chargeable [expensive] presents he made them. He took delight in giving, and rejoiced in 
living with good reputation. He was not at all like that Herod who reigned before him; for that 
Herod was ill-natured, and severe in his punishments, and had no mercy on them that he 


hated; and everyone perceived that he was more friendly to the Greeks than to the Jews; for he 
adorned foreign cities with large presents in money; with building them baths and theatres 
besides: nay, in some of those places, he erected temples, and porticoes in others; but he did 
not vouchsafe to raise one of the least edifices in any Jewish city, or make them any donation 


that was worth mentioning. But Agrippa’s temper was mild, and equally liberal to all men. He 
was humane to foreigners, and made them sensible of his liberality. He was in like manner 
rather of a gentle and compassionate temper. Accordingly, he loved to live continually at 
Jerusalem, and was exactly careful in the observance of the laws of his country. He therefore 
kept himself entirely pure: nor did any day pass over his head without its appointed sacrifice. 
(Whiston 1987: 522) 


His popularity among the Jews may well explain his hostility to the new 
movement that the Jewish leadership so opposed, especially as he sought 
to stay in the good graces of the ruling Sadducean party (Hengel and 
Schwemer 1997: 247-50). He died suddenly in early AD 44. 

At some point in this reign, he decides to go after the church more 
aggressively and executes James, the brother of John. The text speaks of 
his use of violent hands (tac xeipag kaxóoa1, tas cheiras kakösai; for a 
similar expression, see 1 Esd. 9:20). The verb kaxów (kakoö) means “do 
evil” and appears six times in the NT, all but one of them in Acts (7:6-7, 19; 
12:1; 14:2; 18:10; 1 Pet. 3:13). The infinitive, which syntactically points to 
purpose, is an epexegetical infinitive: he lays violent hands on them in 
order to do evil (Culy and Parsons 2003: 231). 

The next verse (v. 2) describes the murder of James (not the Lord’s 


brother but John’s brother) by the sword (uaxaipn, machaire; a dative of 
instrument, Wallace 1996: 163). Acts 16:27 has the only other use of this 
term in Acts. The “laying on of hands” appears here and there in Acts for 
arrests or hostile action (4:3; 5:18; 21:27; Bruce 1990: 279). It is clear that 
this evil is particularly violent. James, son of Zebedee, is probably 
beheaded as John the Baptist was, although, if some Jewish sensibilities 
are maintained, he may have been run through with a sword (Deut. 13:15 
[13:16 LXX]; 1 Sam. 22:18-19; 2 Sam. 1:13, 15; Jer. 26:23; beheading as part 


of execution, 1 Sam. 17:46, 51; 2 Kings 10:6-8). On the other hand, m. Sanh. 
7.3 allows beheading, among the most shameful of deaths, in the Roman 
manner, and so this is the likely form of execution. Indeed, m. Sanh. 9.1 
suggests that an apostate can be beheaded, and 10.4 says that such have 
no share in the world to come (Johnson 1992: 211). It is possible that this is 


seen as a political execution as well (Barrett 1994: 574-75). Such an act 
would be done with Roman understanding and support. 

James is the first apostle to suffer martyrdom. He is the second martyr 
in Acts, after Stephen (Dormeyer and Galindo 2003: 190). There is no 
reason given for the act other than that it pleased the Jews. Hengel and 
Schwemer (1997: 247) call the execution a use of the royal ius gladii (“the 
right of the sword” given to a Roman governor). The execution is dealt 
with in a legal context and Roman manner to show Herod Agrippa?s own 
authority (also Riesner 1998: 119175, who places this event in either AD 41 
or 42). Mark 10:39 predicts the possibility of death for the sons of Zebedee 
(on this event in church tradition, see Eusebius, Eccl. Hist. 2.9.2-3; John, his 
brother, was not martyred, in all likelihood, Bruce 1990: 280). 


12:35 Ingratiating himself to the Jews, by which is surely meant the 
Jewish leadership, Herod Agrippa arrests Peter during the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread (14 to 21 Nisan) and keeps him under guard (£tnpeito, 
etereito; note the imperfect tense, stressing the ongoing duration of the 
arrest). The timing is indicated in a parenthesis beginning with noav 5é 
(¿san de; BDF §447.7, $465; NET). It is the very same season of the year 
during which Jesus was executed (Luke 22:1). So the note sets an ominous 
tone. This is the first time in Acts that the term “Jews” is used negatively 
(Jervell 1998: 332). The leadership’s hardening and persistent use of 
violent tactics is creating distance between Israel and those calling the 
nation to respond to the promised Messiah. 

Four squads of soldiers guard Peter. Such custody is described in various 
texts (Philo, Flaccus 13 $111; Vegetius, On Military Affairs 3.8; Philostratus, 
Life Apoll. 7.31; Fitzmyer 1998: 487). In a procedure like that in Luke 23:15, 
the plan probably is to bring Peter before the people after the holiday to 
face judgment and be executed (Bruce 1990: 282 cites MM 32 and SIG 
366.24 as showing that the phrase “to bring up” means to come for 
sentencing in such a context). This squad of four soldiers (BAGD 813; BDAG 
1001) consists of sixteen soldiers in total, as a squad was a group of four. 
Their watch would change every three hours in the night to guarantee 
they were alert (Josephus, Ant. 18.6.7 $196). They are guarding Peter until 
Passover is completed, as an execution during this time normally would 


have offended the Jews. If he is held at the same locale as Paul later in Acts 
21:34-23:30, then he is at the Antonia at the northwest edge of the temple 
complex, although Herod’s palace near the Jaffa Gate (= Joppa of OT) is 
also possible (Barrett 1994: 577). Acts 12:6 tells us that two are chained to 
Peter and two act as sentries. Witherington (1998: 385) suggests that this 
points to some Roman involvement as well, since this practice is Roman 
(Haenchen 1987: 382), so that the Romans also are a part of this entire 
process. But these guards are not able to see or stop the escape the angel 
facilitates in 12:7-11. 

While he is held, the church is praying for him earnestly (éktevóc, 
ektenös; BAGD 245; BDAG 310). This is the only use of this term in Acts, but 
variations appear in Luke 22:44 (Jesus at Gethsemane) and Acts 26:7 
(Schneider 1982: 103n21). Prayer is to be seen as a catalyst for the escape 
and is expressed with an imperfect (nv ... yivonévn, En ... ginomené) to 
show its ongoing character. Marshall notes that the prayer would also 
have sought God’s will in all of this (Luke 22:42). Acts 12:14-15 shows they 
are not anticipating an escape, and so the prayer must be for God’s 
protection and strength in some other way, either in a positive verdict or 
in some type of lesser punishment. 


12:6-10 At the last moment, the night before Peter is to appear for 
judgment, God acts with the help of an angel from the Lord (see vv. 7-11, 
esp. v. 11; Gen. 16:7; Acts 8:26). Stott (1990: 209) points out that some 
commentators who accept the event but find the miracle difficult argue 
that this was some type of inside job, with the “angel” being a human who 
opposed what was taking place (Hengel and Schwemer 1997: 251-52 speak 
of “legendary” elements in the account). Stott goes on to observe, 
however, that the description of the angel from the Lord almost certainly 
looks at a supernatural deliverance for which the Lord is ultimately 
responsible (v. 17). Angels are quite active in Acts, part of the theme of 
God's activity in the book (directing in 8:26; 10:3-6; helping in 5:19-20; 
12:7-10; 27:23; agents of judgment in 12:23; Fernando 1998: 366). 

Peter is asleep, amazing in itself given what the next day may bring. He 
is between two soldiers to whom he is chained, and the other two sentries 
guard the door. There would be one soldier chained to each arm (Seneca, 


Moral Ep. 5.7; Schneider 1982: 104n28). Herod has done a great deal to make 
sure that Peter is secure and well guarded. Is he aware of a previous 
escape, and/or does this represent his special carefulness with a key 
leader? 

An angel appears in a bright light, stands over (aorist tense) Peter, 
wakes him up, and instructs him in steps to get up, dress, put on his 
sandals, wrap himself in his cloak, and follow him, all of which Peter does. 
The contrast between the aorist imperative for “putting on” the cloak 
(nepıßadoö, peribalou) and the present imperative (axoAov8e1, akolouthei) 
for “follow” is a good example of the difference in the tenses: “Put on your 
cloak, and keep following me” (Moulton and Turner 1963: 77). Dressing 
would include putting on his belt. The mention of light points to a 
heavenly visit (Luke 2:9; Acts 9:3; 22:11). The verb for “strike” (natäoow, 
patasso, v. 7) is usually negative, meaning “smite,” as in the approaching 
scene containing Herod’s death in verse 23, but here it bears the lighter 
meaning “strike hard” (Johnson 1992: 212; Exod. 2:12; Judg. 1:5; Pss. 3:8 [3:7 
Eng.l; 77:66 [78:66 Eng.]; Matt. 26:31, 51; Mark 14:27; Luke 22:49-50; Acts 
7:24; 12:7, 23; Rev. 11:6; 19:15-16). 

The text is clear that Peter thinks he is having a vision, not a “real” or 
“true” (ó6AnBéc, alethes) experience (BAGD 36-37 83; BDAG 43 $3). Nor is he 
expecting to escape. This is one of three prison rescues in Acts (5:18-20; 
16:23-29). The two imperfect-tense verbs in verse 9 continue the sense of 
vivid detail and ongoing action: he was following the angel and supposing 
that he was experiencing a vision. The account seems to assume that the 
guards are asleep, as they pass the first two guards, who are not chained 
to Peter (Haenchen 1987: 384113; the term for “first,” mpotoc, prötos, is 
used as TIpóTEpOC, proteros, would be; BDF $62). Then it seems that the 
various gates or doors open automatically, something explicitly said of the 
third gate they pass in verse 10 (Polhill 1992: 281).[2] With the gate to the 
city opened, they are out on the street. Having set Peter free, the angel 
departs. 


12:11 Peter's commentary on the event is also the scene’s point. Peter 
recognizes that the rescue is the Lord’s protection of him from Herod and 


all the expectations of the Jewish people. The phrase náong tic 
Mpoodokiac tod Aaod tóv Tovdaiwv (pases tes prosdokias tou laou ton 


Ioudaiön) has the term “Jews” functioning as a subjective genitive, and 
mpoodoxiac refers to the full expectation Jews have of Herod (Moulton and 
Turner 1963: 200; Wallace 1996: 114). The apostle is confident that they 
want him dead, and the rescue has prevented that result. The term for 


“rescue” (€Ea1péw, exaired) also appears in Acts 7:10, 34; 23:27; and 26:17. 
Both political and religious leaders are singled out as Peter’s opponents. 
The idea recalls Exod. 18:1-4 (Moses’s deliverance by God); Dan. 3:28; and 


Luke 22:47-54, Peter has recognized that many Jewish people are against 
him. They are opposed to him and what he represents. 


12:12-15 Peter heads for Mary's house.[3] She is the mother of John Mark 
and likely is a widow, as her husband is not noted. She is obviously a 
woman of some means if the church can gather in her home. This is yet 
another confirmation that in Acts 4 the giving over of material goods was 
voluntary and did not involve every single possession. The community is 
praying, not knowing that God has already answered their prayers. Peter 
seems to know the location where the church is meeting, suggesting that 
this is a house church locale. Not the entire Jerusalem church is present, 
however, as James and other brethren are at another location, according 
to verse 17. John Mark appears several times more in Acts (12:25; 13:5, 13; 
15:37, 39; Col. 4:10; 2 Tim. 4:11; Philem. 24; 1 Pet. 5:13; Eusebius, Eccl. Hist. 
2.15.1-2.16.2; 3.39.14-16; 5.8.3; 6.14.6). 

Peter knocks at the gate of the house and is heard by a maid (naıöioxn, 
paidiské) named Rhoda (Acts 16:16 is the only other use of the term for 
“maid” in Acts; Luke 12:45; 22:56). The fact that a slave girl would answer 
the door is one of those little details that points to authenticity (Hengel 
and Schwemer 1997: 447n1113). Her name is acommon one and means 
“rosebud” or “little Rose” (Haenchen 1987: 385). 

Rhoda recognizes his voice and, full of joy (amo tc xapäc, apo tes 
charas), forgets to let him in. Luke 24:41 is another case where joy 
overwhelms, a theme that occurs occasionally in Greco-Roman literature 
(Johnson 1992: 213; Longus, Daphne and Chloe 2.30; Achilles Tatius, Leuc. 
Cleit. 1.3; 2.23). Rather, she runs to announce his presence, an 


announcement that those inside reject as the hope of a girl gone crazy 
(uaivn, maine, you are mad). Festus will call Paul mad at his examination, 
using this term (Acts 26:25; John 10:20; 1 Cor. 14:23; Schneider 1982: 
106n57). In their view, Rhoda is not rational, a response similar to that 


given the announcement of Jesus’s resurrection (Luke 24:10-11) where 
another report by women is rejected. Rhoda, however, is insistent (note 
the imperfect Stioxupilerto, diischyrizeto; Luke 22:59 also contains the 
expression). Dormeyer and Galindo (2003: 189) point out the comedy of 
the scene. Peter is left behind at the door while everyone tries to sort 
things out. The varied reactions and emotions to such a surprising event 
are quite normal. 


Some take Rhoda’s announcement more seriously and suggest another 


alternative: that “his angel” is present. Tobit 5:4-16 records an angelic 
visit by Raphael to heal a blind man but lacks the idea of his being a 


particular person’s angel. Tobit 5:22 has a specific angel accompany a 
person (on angels, Gen. 48:16; Ps. 91:11; Dan. 3:28; 6:22; Matt. 18:10; Heb. 


1:14; Rev. 2-3 has an angel associated with a church). The later rabbinic 
text Gen. Rabbah 78 [50a] on Gen. 33:10 has a specific personal angel 


whose look matches that of the person he protects (Str-B 2:707-8; L.A.B. 
59,4; T. Jac. 1.10; in early Christian literature, Herm. Mand. 6.2.2; Johnson 
1992: 213). It may be that this alternative is seen as indicating that, in the 
view of some, Peter is already dead and his angel is now present, having 


appeared after his death (Polhill 1992: 282n155). Polhill's comment, 
however, does not cite evidence for such a view. The suggestion seems to 
assume that they simply refuse to accept the possibility that Peter has 
escaped. Those inside the room do seem to have rejected the idea that God 
would spare Peter with a miraculous escape. They have been praying for 
some other outcome (see v. 5). Thus the idea of a communication from 
beyond becomes an option, although it is not clear that they think Peter is 
already dead. Again God works beyond their expectation, just as Peter 
thought he was only experiencing a vision. 


12:16-17 In another dramatic detail, Peter keeps knocking (érréuevev 
kpoúwv, epemenen krouön), and finally the door is opened for him. The 
reference to knocking is a good example of a complementary participle 
(Wallace 1996: 646). While Rhoda went to tell the gathered believers who 


was at the door, Peter simply wanted in. When the group realizes it is 
Peter, they are completely amazed (éE€otnoav, exestesan). This word for 


“amaze” is frequent in descriptions of surprising events in Acts (2:7, 12; 
8:9, 11, 13; 9:21; 10:45; 12:16). Peter enters, motions them together, and 
asks for silence, no doubt because of the reaction his arrival has caused. 
He reports to them (öinyrjoato, diégésato) how the Lord accomplished the 
rescue. This verb is used eight times in the NT, with five in Luke-Acts 
(Mark 5:16; 9:9; Luke 8:39; 9:10; Acts 8:33; 9:27; 12:17; Heb. 11:32). An angel 
led him out, but the Lord is responsible (6 KUpioc abtov ¿Enyayev, ho kyrios 
auton exegagen). Peter instructs them to tell James and other brethren in 
the area before he departs to another place. This locale is not given. Peter 
moves out of Jerusalem to avoid danger. 

Where Peter goes is debated by scholars; Rome and Antioch are among 
the possibilities (Polhill 1992: 283). Peter does not reappear until Acts 15, 
when he is back in Jerusalem. This makes Rome unlikely, but the lack of 
reference to Antioch also argues against his staying there for any 
significant time, although Gal. 2:14 lets us know that he was there at least 
briefly. Corinth is also an option (1 Cor. 1:12; 9:5). In short, where he went 
is not clear, and an itinerant ministry is quite likely (Barrett 1994: 587; 
Fitzmyer 1998: 489). 

Here also is the first important mention of James, the Lord’s brother 
(Acts 1:14; 15:13; 21:18; also Mark 6:3; Matt. 13:55; Gal. 1:19; 2:9 [“pillar of 
the church” with Peter and John]; 2:12-13; 1 Cor. 15:7). He would be 
martyred in AD 62, slain by Annas II in an act that made other Jews 
nervous that the high priest had overstepped his authority by executing 
someone when only Rome had that authority. The act cost Annas II the 
office of high priest, since Rome removed him as a result (Josephus, Ant. 
20.9.1 §§197—203). Eusebius (Eccl. Hist. 2.23.11-18; 2.23.1) calls James a 
bishop of Jerusalem, but this title is used there anachronistically. It is 
clear, however, that by the time of Acts 12, James is a major figure in the 
Jerusalem church. 


12:18-19 The narrative has been quite vivid with the comical details of 
Rhoda’s response, leaving Peter stranded at the gate of the home. It now 


turns to a scene that has the modern feel of “meanwhile back at the 


ranch” in a television show. 

The fact that Peter is missing causes no small stir (tTápaxoc oùk iyos, 
tarachos ouk oligos) among the soldiers as they seek to figure out how he 
escaped and who is responsible. Acts 19:23 is the only other occurrence of 
tapaxoc in the NT, where it refers to a civil disturbance, the term’s more 
common use. In Acts 5, however, a scene like this points to mental 
agitation, and so the scene suggests being frantic (BAGD 805; BDAG 991; 
Acts 5 uses 51nnopovv [dieporoun], which means to be at a loss about 


something). The commotion in 12:18-19 is like 5:21-26. The reference to 
“no small” stir is litotes, a rhetorical device Luke favors but reserves for 


the latter parts of Acts (14:28; 15:2; 17:4, 12, 19:23-24). 

Herod inquires or cross-examines (avaKpivac, anakrinas) the guarding 
soldiers as to the circumstances and their culpability. Apparently, they 
were asleep (Pesch 1986a: 366) or are suspected of aiding in the escape 
(Williams 1990: 215). Such an examination of guards could include torture 


Johnson 1992: 214; Chariton of Aphrodisias, Chaer. 5.1-2; Pliny the 


Younger, Ep. 10.96.8). The guards are “led away” (arraxBRvar, apachthenai). 
In this context this verb is a euphemism for being led away to execution 


(BAGD 79 §2c; BDAG 95 §2c). This was frequently the cost for letting an 
important prisoner get away (the later Code of Justinian 9.4.4 formalized 
this approach; also noted in Chariton, Chaer. 3.4.18). Acts 16:27 and 27:42 
show that guards would kill prisoners to prevent their own lives from 
being lost. Sometimes they would kill themselves to escape the execution. 


Herod then returns to his home in Caesarea on the coast, the region’s 
administrative hub. The scene ends with the apostle free and the ruler 
punishing those he thinks are at fault. 


12:20-23 The scene now turns to consider the fate of this ruler who has 
tried to eliminate Peter. Now Herod is caught in a dispute with Tyre and 
Sidon over the provision of food. These two Phoenician cities need food 
and commerce from the region and have engaged in trade over a long 
period (1 Kings 5:10-12; Ezek. 27:17; Fitzmyer 1998: 490). Herod can 
control where the commerce goes, and so, if he uses another port, such as 
Berytus (Beirut) or Caesarea, it could hurt Tyre and Sidon financially and 


possibly in terms of provision as well. The text says that Herod is furious 
(Bunonax@v, thymomachön) with them over this issue. This term is an NT 
hapax and is absent from the LXX. There probably is an embargo in place 
(Jervell 1998: 336). So the cities seek reconciliation and convince Blastus, 
Herod’s chamberlain, of their case. This Blastus is otherwise unattested, 
although the name is not rare. A chamberlain was like a personal chief of 
staff (Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 661; Josephus, Life 68 $$381-82). 
Sometimes this role also involved being chief of the guard (Philo, Embassy 
27 8175). The two regions reach an agreement. Herod gives a public 
speech (¿Snunyópel, edémégorei) to commemorate the new arrangement. 
This term is another NT hapax. 

This is a speech that Josephus also recounts, noting that the crowd 
attested to Herod being more than a mere mortal (Ant. 19.8.2 §§343-50 
recounts the praise and Herod’s immediate painful death, signaled by the 
portent of an owl seated on a rope, a death that had been announced in 
Ant. 18.6.7 §200).[4] Marshall (1980: 212) argues that there is no reason for 
Luke to invent the detail about Tyre and Sidon, and takes the account as 
reliable. Herod speaks to them from his “royal” throne, dressed in royal 
robes, which Josephus describes as made of silver and glistening in the sun 
(Ant. 19.8.2 8344). 

Neither Luke nor Josephus gives the speech’s content, only the crowd’s 
praise in response. The crowd exalts Herod, comparing him to a god (Acts: 
“the voice of a god”; Josephus: “superior to mortal nature”). The term for 
“sod” in Greek is in a slightly emphatic location, preceding its noun (Beoö 
@wvn, theou phone). Fitzmyer (1998: 491) calls it a royal acclamation (Dio 
Cassius, Rom. Hist, 62.5, is another example). The occasion may be the 
quinquennial games at Caesarea, held in March, or Claudius’s birthday in 
August if it is not a special convocation.[5] The likely date of his death is 
March, AD 44, making this one of the key dates by which we can 
determine the chronology of events in Acts.[6] The verb for “die” 
(€xwbyw, ekpsychö) appears also in Acts 5:5 and 10, its only other NT 
occurrences. After the death the area returned to full Roman oversight 
under a legate stationed in Syria, although Herod’s descendants still were 


in the region and sometimes were consulted (Acts 24:24; 25:13; Schneider 
1982: 109). 

According to both Luke and Josephus, Herod accepts the praise, which 
is his downfall. Luke says that Herod does not give God the glory, and 
Josephus notes that he does not rebuke them or reject their “impious 
flattery.” Josephus describes the death as the result of a painful stomach 
condition, which lasted for five days, because he did not react to the 
impious remarks. Accepting this kind of praise is rebuked in the Tosefta (t. 
Sotah 7.16), the Talmud (b. Sotah 41b), and the OT (Ezek. 28:2, 6, 9; esp. v. 9, 
“You are of man, not God” [to the prince of Tyre]). So his demise is typical 
for an enemy of God (Jervell 1998: 337; cf. 2 Macc. 8:4-10 [Antiochus 
Epiphanes]; Josephus, Ant. 17.6.5 §§168—79 [Herod the Great]; b. Git. 56b 
Emperor Titus]; Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 665). When Herod reports that 
he will die, in the next portion of the scene in Josephus, it is because of the 
crowd’s “lying words.” Paul’s and Barnabas’s immediate response to being 
called a god in Acts 14:11-15 stands in stark contrast to Herod’s 
nonreaction in Acts and his delayed reaction and understanding in 
Josephus. 

Luke says Herod was struck down by an angel of the Lord (“smote” in 


KJV, RSV; “struck” in NASB, NIV, NLT; “struck down” in NET). The term 
TMATAGOW (patasso, strike down) is occasionally used to describe a 
judgment and has OT roots (Gen. 8:21; Exod. 9:15; 12:23; Num. 14:12; Deut. 


28:22; Rev. 11:6; 19:15; BAGD 634 §2; BDAG 786 §2). Angels smite in the OT 
frequently (2 Sam. 12:15; 2 Kings 19:35; Bruce 1990: 289; Fitzmyer 1998: 
491), although the Lord can also strike down (1 Sam. 25:38; 2 Chron. 13:20). 
[7] The result is that Herod’s body is “consumed by worms” 
(oKWANKOBpwtoc, skölekobrötos), that is, the severe disease leads to his 


painful death (Jdt. 16:17, of the Lord’s enemies as a group).[8] This term is 
yet another NT hapax in this account. The exact disease remains 
unknown. By placing the account here, Luke is suggesting that Herod also 
dies for persecuting Peter. 

In sum, an opponent of the gospel is judged while Peter is freed. Mercy 
and judgment appear side by side (Polhill 1992: 285). God is active on 
behalf of the church. We see a contrast between those God protects and 
those he judges. Peter is protected at this point by a deliverance even the 


disciples find hard to believe, whereas Herod is struck down for opposing 
the people of God and for his arrogance in allowing himself to be declared 


equal to God. And yet James is not delivered but suffers a martyr’s death. 
Thus the contrast of the text is threefold (Peter-Herod and James-Peter; 


Fernando 1998: 364, who calls the theme “rescue, no rescue”). This points 
to how God works in different ways with different people. As the church 
expands, the persecution continues with differing consequences for the 


church’s members. 

In the midst of all this uncertainty, we see a church in fervent prayer. 
This kind of faithfulness is precisely what allows the word to increase, as 
the passage notes in the closing summary that follows. It also serves as a 
warning to those who rule not to take their power too seriously or to have 
too elevated a view of who they are. Their call is to serve people in the 
corporate best interest and not to take glory to themselves, something 
that was common for rulers and patrons of that time (Dormeyer and 
Galindo 2003: 196). The risk today is that rulers and the prominent may do 
the same (this reminds one of the comment by John Lennon that the 
Beatles were more popular than Jesus Christ). 


Additional Notes 


12:10. Codex D adds a reference to the “seven steps,” a colorful detail that is not likely to be 
original (Metzger 1971: 394). 


12:19. That the soldiers were led away (ártaxBñvor) to be executed can be inferred from the use of 
the verb in this context. Codex D has an explicit reference to being put to death (ártoxtavdOr var), 
which, though correct, is not original in Acts. 


IV. The Gospel to the Gentiles and More Persecution in Jerusalem (9:32-12:25) 
C. The Church at Antioch: Barnabas, Saul, and Agabus (11:19-30) 
D. Persecution in Jerusalem (12:1-23) 

> E. Summary (12:24-25) 


E. Summary (12:24-25) 


This brief unit performs three roles as a summary. First, it concludes 


Luke’s focus on the church in Jerusalem, setting up the transition to 
the church in Antioch, which is the key mission church in Acts 13 and 
in the second part of Acts. Second, it connects us back to the mission 
that concluded Acts 11, which is the link between Jerusalem and 
Antioch. Third, it shifts attention from Peter to Barnabas and Saul. So 
this brief account is a bridge working both backward and forward in 
Acts. Its source, in terms of information about timing, is likely the 
same as 11:19-30, although, as a summary, Luke composed it as a 
narrative seam (see 11:19-30 introduction). 

The unit is like the summary in 6:7, where the growth of the word 
is highlighted, by which is meant the spread of the gospel. 


Exegesis and Exposition 


24But the word of "God" grew and multiplied. 25And Barnabas and Saul returned when they 
had fulfilled their mission in Jerusalem, bringing with them John, the one called Mark. 


12:24-25 The word about the good news and Jesus continues to expand, 
even amid pressure against it (Acts 6:7; 9:31; 19:20). Barnabas and Saul 
return from taking the collection to Jerusalem and bring John Mark with 
them (11:30). Luke changes main characters as he notes this movement. 


Barnabas and Saul now are the focus of his attention, as is the mission 
from Antioch. Intense persecution, including martyrdom, cannot stop the 
growth and penetration of God’s word through faithful witnesses. 

John Mark is the son ofthe Mary in whose house the Jerusalem church 
met (Acts 12:12). He goes on the first of Paul’s missionary journeys (13:5) 
but does not make itto the end of that mission (13:13). Later, when 
Barnabas wishes to take him, Paul and Barnabas split their efforts so that 
John Mark can go with Barnabas (15:37-39). Interestingly, in Acts John 
Mark is sometimes called John (a Jewish name; 13:5, 13), sometimes Mark 
(a Roman name; 12:25; 15:39; Bruce 1988a: 238), and sometimes John Mark 
(specifically, “John, the one called Mark,” 12:12; 15:37). 

There is the combination of a textual and a syntactical problem in the 
verse. Many read the phrase eig ’IepovooAr (eis Terousalem) with the verb 
“returned” and see a return to Jerusalem here (x, B, 81, Byz, and some 
Syriac MSS). This is problematic because of Paul’s list of trips to Jerusalem 
and the fact that Barnabas and Paul are in Jerusalem already in 11:30, 
when we last saw them (but NET adopts this reading). This issue led to two 
variants reading “from.” One used él (ex), as in P”, A, 33, 945, and 1739, 
while the other reads am (apo), as in D, E, Y, 36, 323, 453, and 614. The fact 
that two variants have the same meaning and the other reading is more 
difficult makes it unlikely that either of them is original (but apparently 
the NIV accepts one of these variants). Some of these MSS even make the 
text clearer by speaking of a return “to Antioch” (E, 104, 323, 945, 1175, 
1739; note how these contain a mixture of the other variants). 

A syntactical solution looks more promising (Haenchen 1987: 387; 
Fitzmyer 1998: 493; Schneider 1982: 109; Barrett 1994: 595-96; discussed in 
Metzger 1971: 398-400 with the problem rated as “D,” indicating its 
difficulty [upgraded to “C” in UBS’)). This solution also removes any need 
to take the reference to John Mark “being taken along” as a futuristic 
aorist, which also is an unusual force in this context. The syntactical 
solution ties the phrase “to Jerusalem” to the completion of the mission, 
which makes good sense (so “had fulfilled their mission in Jerusalem”). 
The translation reflects this choice. Now Luke can give renewed attention 
to what the church in Antioch is doing. 


Additional Note 


12:24. A variant reading appears in B, as it has “word of the Lord,” but this is not well enough 
attested to be original. 


III. Persecution in Jerusalem Moves the Message to Judea and Samaria as aNew Witness Emerges 
(6:8-9:31) 
IV. The Gospel to the Gentiles and More Persecution in Jerusalem (9:32-12:25) 


» V. The Mission from Antioch and the Full Incorporation of Gentiles (13:1-15:35) 
VI. The Second and Third Missionary Journeys: Expansion to Greece and Consolidation amid 
Opposition (15:36-21:16) 


V. The Mission from Antioch and the Full 
Incorporation of Gentiles (13:1-15:35) 


Attention turns to Antioch and beyond as the first missionary journey 


(13:1-14:28) and the Jerusalem Council (15:1-35) are the key elements of 
this unit. The move to go to the end ofthe earth has started in earnest. 
Cyprus and Galatia receive visits. Saul becomes Paul and emerges as the 
key figure of the expansion for Luke. One of the results of the council is 
the central role Paul will play in the Gentile mission. Antioch is a church 
full of teachers and prophets who sense the direction of the Spirit to 


engage in organized mission. For the first time in Luke’s account, a church 
other than the one in Jerusalem is the center for a major divine initiative. 
Luke sees the act as important and symbolic. The church can be active in 
places outside Jerusalem, as God directs through the Spirit. In modern 
terms, a church plant has taken up the call. More than that, the center of 


the church's activity is no longer limited to Jerusalem. In fact, many 
centers of activity are emerging. The scope of the task requires this. This 
expansion into the Gentile world extends as far as Acts 21:36, where Paul's 
arrest then dominates the account (Spencer 2004: 140).[1] 


V. The Mission from Antioch and the Full Incorporation of Gentiles (13:1-15:35) 
> A. The First Missionary Journey (13:1-14:28) 
B. Consultation at Jerusalem (15:1-35) 


A. The First Missionary Journey (13:1-14:28) 


This subsection finds Barnabas and Paul on the move, primarily to Cyprus 
and Galatia. They visit Cyprus (13:4-12), Pisidian Antioch (13:13-52), 
Iconium (14:1-7), Lystra (14:8-20), and then return to Syria (14:21-28; 
Schnabel 2004: 1074-1124). The journey covers about 895 miles (Schnabel 
2004: 1076). The account of the visit to Pisidian Antioch includes an 
example of how Paul preaches in the synagogue, and Lystra gives a sense 
of what preaching in a Gentile-dominated context is like. Themes arising 
from a Gentile context will be developed in more detail in Acts 17 at 
Athens. This is a “journey” in the real sense, as the missionaries move 
from place to place very quickly (Marshall 1980: 214). Schnabel (2004: 
1076) estimates that they cover about 15 miles a day by foot. Later 
“journeys” involve longer stays in specific places to solidify the results. 
The account describes the first step in “missions” as the called-out and 
divinely directed activity of a group organized for this specific goal. This 
contrasts with the less-systematic work of individuals, which we have 
seen earlier. The church is becoming more organized and intentional 
about outreach. 


1. Barnabas and Saul Commissioned (13:1-3) 


The call of Barnabas and Paul takes place in the context of worship 
led by teachers and prophets who have been fasting. Everything 
about the event argues that mission is grounded in God’s command 
and the response of a church engaged in devotion. The Spirit directs 
that the two be sent out, and the church is obedient to the call. The 
listing of prophets and teachers is probably rooted in some source 
within the Antioch church (Haenchen 1987: 394; Barrett 1994: 599— 
600). Jervell (1998: 342) and especially Fitzmyer (1998: 495) note that 
Paul could have been a source. Paul emerges to fulfill his calling by 
the Spirit, which he received in Acts 9:15-16, here first with Barnabas 
and later on his own, as the name change to Paul in 13:9 also 
indicates. This is the end of spontaneous ministry to Gentiles. Now 
this Gentile outreach is planned and directed by God in a fuller, more 
intentional manner. Barrett (1994: 599-601) notes that Barnabas and 
Paul become “apostles” in the generic sense of this term, those sent 
by others in their stead. This is a commission account in form. 
Fitzmyer (1998: 136-37, 495) notes that this form is no reason to 
question the historicity of this mission, which also is alluded to in 
Gal. 1:21-23 and Phil. 4:15 (also Jervell 1998: 342-44, who observes 
that it is not right to pit Gal. 1:21-23 against such a mission, since it is 
concerned with the limited issue of how Paul related to Jerusalem, 
not his full missionary history). 


Exegesis and Exposition 


1There were in the church in Antioch prophets and teachers: Barnabas; Simeon who was called 
Niger; Lucius of Cyrene; Manean, a member of the court of Herod the tetrarch; and Saul. 2As they 
were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul 
for the task to which | have called them.” 3Then after fasting and praying and laying their hands 
on them, they sent them off. 


13:1-3 Returning to discuss the church at Antioch, Luke notes the 
presence of teachers and prophets there, engaged in worship and fasting. 
So the call takes place during a time of spiritual focus on God. This is the 
only occurrence of a form of 616Go0KaAoc (didaskalos, teacher) in Acts. The 


verb “teach,” however, appears sixteen times, and a reference to teaching 
four times, but only using $i8ax1 (didache), not 515a0KaAia (didaskalia), 


which is never used in Luke-Acts (Barrett 1994: 602). A teacher’s ministry 
would involve a less-spontaneous declaration and preaching than that of 
the prophets, including instruction and the passing on to others of the 


received apostolic teaching (Williams 1990: 223; 1 Cor. 12:28-29; Eph. 4:11). 
This was how the church taught its doctrine before the use of the books 
that later became a part of the NT. Short doctrinal summaries, hymns, and 
rites like baptism as well as the Lord’s Table taught people the core 
doctrine (1 Cor. 8:4-6; 11:23-26; 15:1-3; Rom. 1:2—4; Phil. 2:5-11; Col. 1:15- 
20). 

In this case, there appears to be an overlap between the two roles of 
prophet and teacher for these five; it is not clear if there is any distinction 
made here in the lists as to who did what. Of the thirty occurrences of the 
word rıpopntng (prophétés, prophet) in Acts, this is one of the few times 
that specific prophets in the church are named. There is Agabus (Acts 
11:28; 21:10), the combination of Judas and Silas sent to deliver the letter 
of the Jerusalem Council with Barnabas and Paul (15:32), and the 
prophetess daughters of Philip (21:9; on prophets, see 11:27). 

The Greek names of many of these prophets in Acts 13 are significant. 
God is gifting the church without ethnic distinctions. Not much is known 
about these five men except for Barnabas and Saul. It is thought that Niger 
and Lucius may be from north Africa (Jervell 1998: 340-41), and Niger may 
be black, considering that this is what his name means in Latin. Lucius is 
sometimes confused with Luke as one and the same person, but without 
good reason. Manean is described as one raised with Herod, as the term 
oúvipogoc (syntrophos) means one who eats together or nurses together 


with someone else, but it can mean “courtier” (MM 615). He would have 
had high social standing through this connection. Williams (1990: 221) 


suggests that he is Luke’s source on Herod Antipas. Some are left to 
minister in Antioch, but now God will call out Barnabas and Saul for 
another task. 

The Spirit calls Barnabas and Saul to be separated out for him 
(áwopicate Ón por, aphorisate de moi) for a special work (to épyov, to ergon) 
in the context of what is likely congregational worship. God calls those 
among the most gifted out from the larger community (Bruce 1990: 294). 
These two are an integral part of the community, having ministered there 
for at least a year. Those sent are qualified to plant new works on the basis 
of their previous contribution to the church. God's leading takes place 
here in the context of worship and fasting. The reference to this special 
work will reappear at the end of the unit, in 14:26. 

The Spirit does not yet reveal the exact nature of this labor. The particle 
51 here is emphatic, and its usage is rare in the NT (Matt. 13:23; Luke 2:15; 
Acts 13:2; 15:36; 1 Cor. 6:20). The verb &popilw (aphorizö) basically means 
“separate” someone or something out. It can mean to appoint someone to 
something, as here (BAGD 127 82; BDAG 158 82; Exod. 13:12 Alex.; 29:26-27; 
Gal. 1:15; Rom. 1:1; “set apart” in NIV, RSV, NASB, NET; “dedicate” in NLT). 

Note how the Spirit is directing this call (see also v. 4). The work is for 
the Spirit and represents God. Here the Spirit is directing the mission. 
Earlier Jesus did so in calling Saul. God also has been active, and so the 
unity of God in his activity is seen in this variety. 

After more fasting and prayer (Acts 14:23) and laying on of hands (6:6; 
8:17, 19; 9:12, 17; 19:6; 28:8), they are sent out or released to the task 
(árréducav, apelysan). The combination of fasting and prayer appears here 
and there in Scripture (Jer. 14:12; Neh. 1:4; Matt. 6:5, 16; Johnson 1992: 
221). As noted in earlier verses, the laying on of hands points to the 
establishing of connection and is used in commissioning and in healing. 
This is not a call into a new office, as their role was already defined before 
the call. Rather it is an identification with this specific “work” to which 
God has called them. The only two occurrences of the verb vnoteúw 
(nesteuo, fast) in Acts are in these verses; the noun form appears in Acts 
14:23; 27:9. The only occurrence of the verb Asıtoupy&w (leitourgeö, 
worship) in Acts also appears here (NT: Rom. 15:27; Heb. 10:11; the 


cognate noun is in Luke 1:23). In the OT, it is mostly used for priestly 
service at the temple (Exod. 28:35; 38:27; Num. 1:50; in the Greek context 
of public festivals, see Johnson 1992: 221; Aristotle, Politics 1291A; 1335B). 
Luke uses it here to indicate prayer, a key ministry of believer-priests 


(Strathmann, TDNT 4:226-28). Here is a church that has seen the need to 
reach out to the world as its members draw near to God. Their heart has 


become wedded to God’s calling as a result. They commission their 
messengers to their work for the world. They are acting as believer-priests 
on behalf of God. Worship and mission appear side by side as key tasks of 
the church. 

In sum, as always, prayer and spiritual forces work together in this text 
and play a role in guiding the church. These are realities the modern 
world tends to shun but are foundations of a Christian worldview. 
Particularly unspecified is exactly how the Spirit initiated this mission 
(Stott 1990: 217). There was some type of clear indication that this was to 
be done among the group. Often God directs in ways that are spiritual and 


mysterious. In this case, the community, sensing God’s clear direction, put 
its weight behind an outreach far beyond its own walls. God loves 
churches that look beyond their own needs. One wonders where the 
church today would be if Antioch had not been led to look beyond its own 
community and city limits to do evangelism. Everything about Acts shows 


us that its impetus is toward the church’s call in mission. We build 


churches not just to go in for worship but also to go out with God’s heart 
for people. 

As the missionary team is sent out, it reflects a diversity of 
backgrounds, something that, if appreciated, can make a team stronger by 
providing variety in perspective. 


2. Barnabas and Saul’s Mission in Cyprus (13:4- 
12) 


With this event in Cyprus, Saul becomes Paul (13:9) and emerges as 
the key figure of the journey. Barrett (1994: 609) theorizes that Saul 
was the name in the Antiochene source whereas the name Paul was 
better known to most, but the change is a conscious literary move, 
given that it appears consistently once the change is made. From this 
point on, Saul is Paul except where he recounts how he was 
addressed during his vision of Jesus. 

In form, this is a confrontational miracle account between Paul and 
Bar-Jesus, a Jewish false prophet and magician who tries to thwart 
the mission in Paphos. The account contains one of the few judgment 
miracles in Acts. This miracle is like the earlier one that Peter 


performed regarding Ananias and Sapphira (5:1-11). The parallelism 
is intentional to show that Paul has gifts equal to Peter and that both, 
given the Acts 8 parallel, oppose magic. But there also is a contrast. 


Acts 5 was discipline exercised within the church’s community 
whereas here Paul is a mediator of divine discipline with someone 
outside the church. There also is the conversion of the proconsul 
Sergius Paulus, indicating that success among the Gentiles, even 
prominent ones, will continue. 

The account contains (1) the journey to Cyprus (v. 4), (2) the 
preaching throughout Cyprus in the synagogues (vv. 5-6a), and (3) 
the encounter with Bar-Jesus and the meeting with Sergius Paulus 
(vv. 6b-12). It is the judgment miracle of Paul that draws Sergius to 
believe. Luke again highlights the effective combination of word and 
deed in ministry. The account also shows the superiority of divine 
power to that ofthe magicians. Likely sources include Paul, Barnabas, 


and/or Mark, but Luke tells the story in his own language in verses 8- 


11. In favor of the historicity of the first journey as a whole is the 


embarrassing note of John Mark’s failure, something unlikely to be 
present if the scene were invented and idealized (Williams 1990: 224). 
Williams also notes that some locations are either obscure or nothing 
happens at them. They add nothing to the account and seem merely 


to be part of the journey’s itinerary. 


Exegesis and Exposition 


“Therefore, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia; and from there they 
sailed to Cyprus. 5Upon arriving at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the Jewish 
synagogues. And they had John to assist them. £And going through the whole island as far as 
Paphos, they came upon a certain magician, a Jewish false prophet, named Bar-Jesus, “who was 
with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man of intelligence. Summoning Barnabas and Saul, he 
sought to hear the word of God. 8But "Elymas” the magician (for that is the meaning of his name) 
opposed them, seeking to turn away the proconsul from the faith. 9But Saul, who is also called 
Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, staring at him, 10said, “Oh, you, full of deceit and villainy, son of 
the devil, enemy of all righteousness, will you not stop making crooked the straight paths of the 
Lord? 11And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you shall be blind and unable to 
see the sun for a time.” Immediately mist and darkness fell upon him, and he was going about 
seeking people to lead him by the hand. 12Then the proconsul believed, seeing what had 
occurred, for he was amazed atthe teaching of the Lord. 


13:4 The journey to Cyprus by way of Seleucia is sixty miles; this port was 
sixteen miles from Antioch and five miles from where the Orontes River 


meets the Mediterranean (Polhill 1992: 291). Schnabel (2004: 1078-79) 
presents a short history of the locale and of Jewish settlement there 
starting in the second century BC. Cyprus had been a senatorial province 
since 22 BC with a proconsul, who in this case is Sergius Paulus, as we see 
in verse 7. During its history, the island had been inhabited by a wide 
array of people groups, including Egyptians, Phoenicians, Greeks, 
Assyrians, Persians, and Ptolemies, making it a microcosm of the entire 
Mediterranean. It exported wood and copper, was relatively dry in 
climate, and is the third largest island in the Mediterranean. It is 140 miles 
long and 60 miles wide. 


The verse makes clear that this mission is initiated and directed by the 
Spirit of God, something Luke often notes in Acts (4:31; 8:29, 39; 10:44; 16:6; 
Johnson 1992: 221). It is not indicated, however, that this is the first 
evangelistic effort in the area. There was previous activity from either 
Jerusalem or Antioch (11:19; Schnabel 2004: 1079). The Spirit again 
appears in the scene when Paul judges the magician in verse 9. 


13:5-6a Barnabas and Saul reach Salamis, on the east coast of the island 
(on this city, see Schnabel 2004: 1079-80). After an earthquake in AD 15, it 


was rebuilt by Augustus and was the island’s major city. Salamis was a 
commercial and Jewish center on the island (1 Macc. 15:23; Philo, Embassy 


36 8282; Josephus, Ant. 13.10.4 §§284-87). 

As will be Paul’s custom throughout Acts, the preaching begins in 
Jewish synagogues (synagogues in Acts: 6:9; 9:2, 20; 13:5, 14, 43; 14:1; 15:21; 
17:1, 10, 17; 18:4, 7, 19, 26; 19:8; 22:19; 24:12; 26:11; for Paul’s approach, see 
Rom. 1:16, “to the Jew first and also the Greek”). Synagogues were 
gathering places of teaching and prayer, as well as of worship and 


Scripture reading (Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 686-93 detail the structure 


and organization of the synagogue, at the core of which was the “Ark,” 
which contained the scroll of the Pentateuch). The inclusion of Gentiles 
does not mean the exclusion of Jews from the gospel message. 

John Mark is their assistant or helper, perhaps even an apprentice 
(ünnpetnv, hypereten; Acts 5:22, 26; 13:5; 26:16 [Paul as a witness]; 
Rengstorf, TDNT 8:541). Besides its appearances in Acts, this term 
describes the servants of the word in Luke 1:2 and the synagogue worship 
leader in Luke 4:20. The key idea in the term is the service rendered to 
another. What he does is not specified. This description does not suggest 
that John Mark should not be part of the mission because the Spirit has 
not called him, as some argue. Such assistance is not unusual, and other 
missions will have such figures (Marshall 1980: 218). The Spirit’s call 
concerned who would lead the mission. Bruce (1990: 296) notes that Mark 
is likely an eyewitness to Jesus’s ministry, something Barnabas and Saul 
may not have been. 

According to Acts 11:19, the church has already been planted in Cyprus, 
but there is no indication that the effort in this journey focuses on the 


church. Evangelism is the main concern. Luke simply mentions that they 
journey through Cyprus and does not describe any activity along the way. 
His focus is on the two major cities of the island. 


13:6b-7 On the southwest coast of the island, about ninety miles from 
Salamis, lies Paphos. The locale is probably New Paphos, a stopping point 
for those associated with the cult of the Syrian goddess Paphia, equivalent 
to Aphrodite. This was but one of many cults located there (Artemis, Leto, 
Zeus). It was built after an earthquake destroyed the older city in 15 BC. 
The older city was ten miles away. The new city was Roman in style and 
layout. It replaced Salamis as the capital after the earthquake (Schnabel 
2004: 1082). 

There the missionaries meet a Jewish false prophet (Wevöonpogritmv, 


pseudopropheten) and magician (u4yov, magon) named Bar-Jesus. The text's 
description of Bar-Jesus adds a note of irony, as the first opponent of Paul 


and Barnabas is a false prophet named “son of Jesus/Joshua.” His other 


name, Elymas (v. 8), means “wise.” As with Simon Magus in Acts 8, this is 
the confrontation between a magician and a gifted worker of the church. 


A spiritual battle is pictured (Delling, TDNT 4:358-59; on magicians, see the 


discussion on Acts 16:16-18, 19-21). Witherington (1998: 397-98) has a 
discussion of how Christianity viewed magicians, who functioned as part 
of popular folk religion of the time. Christians opposed such activity, an 
opposition that was matched by other religions (also Nock 1933). 

This is the only text in Acts that calls someone a false prophet, although 
the term is common elsewhere in the NT (Matt. 7:15; 24:11, 24; Mark 13:22; 
Luke 6:26; Acts 13:6-7; 2 Pet. 2:1; 1 John 4:1; Rev. 16:13; 19:20; 20:10). The 
references to magicians are rare, with only two occurrences of this term 
in Acts (Matt. 2:1, 7, 16 [more neutral in force, of the magi who visit Jesus]; 
Acts 13:6, 8; but conceptually in 8:9, 11; 19:19). Bar-Jesus may well be a 
court astrologer (Haenchen 1987: 398). The rabbis argued that Jews should 
not practice magic, but some did (Str-B 1:76). The power they exercised 
was real and needed to be opposed. Josephus tells the story of another 
infamous Jewish sorcerer during a slightly later period, the time of Felix 
(Ant. 20.7.2 89142-43). 

In contrast to the Jewish false prophet stood the proconsul, Sergius 
Paulus, who is called an intelligent man, possibly because he is open to 


hearing about the faith. Proconsuls are rarely named in Acts (13:8, 12 
[looking back to this verse]; 18:12 [Gallio]; 19:38 [unnamed]). They were 
Roman magistrates who headed the government in a senatorial province 
where no troops were required (BAGD 69; BDAG 82). By contrast, Judea was 
an imperial province and required a significant number of troops. 

Three inscriptions bearing a similar name have been found, two in 
Greek and one in Latin, in addition to one that refers to a Lucias Sergius 
Paullus near Pisidian Antioch.[1] It is not clear, however, that any of these 


refer to this particular proconsul (Williams 1990: 227-28; Van Elderen 


1970: 151-56 is skeptical of connections). Bruce (1990: 297) thinks a 
connection may exist with an inscription found in northern Cyprus (IGRR 
3.935) and is less confident of one from Soloi, also in northern Cyprus 


(IGRR 3.930). Witherington (1998: 399-400 and n. 158) rejects the 
connection to a third northern Greece inscription and thinks the 
inscription found near Pisidian Antioch (discussed by Ramsey) gives 
evidence of the influence of the family. Witherington also thinks this Latin 
inscription from Greece, which refers to Paullus as a curator of the river 
Tiber (CIL 6.4.2 and no. 31545), could mean the same person. Barrett (1994: 
613-14) also holds this as possible. Marshall (1980: 219), however, feels 
that the evidence for a connection is weak, holding the northern Cyprus 
inscription as possible, whereas Barrett (1994: 614) rejects it in favor of the 
Latin inscription. In sum, the inscriptions may allude to this figure, but we 
are not sure if they do or, if so, which one does. 


13:8 The magician Elymas opposes the missionary effort, possibly out of 
fear for his own position. He tries to keep Sergius from the faith. “Faith” 
here is probably the body of belief that the missionaries preach, although 
it might refer to one’s personal response as well, since the preaching of 
the faith calls for response. Aiaotpé@w (diastrepho, turn away) is often 
used of preventing someone from embracing the truth (Num. 15:39; 32:7; 
Ezek. 13:18; Luke 23:2; and esp. Paul's countercharge in v. 10). This is the 
first example of opposition from forms of magic or idolatrous worship in 
Acts, Ephesus (Acts 19) among the most notable. 

How the name Elymas means “wise” is debated (Luke is not discussing 
the meaning of the name Bar-Jesus with this remark). Two options are 
possible (Polhill 1992: 293; Witherington 1998: 401). Either the name is a 


variation of the Arabic root alim, which means “sage” (Bruce 1990: 297; 
Haenchen 1987: 398-99n2), or the name is derived from the Aramaic 


haloma, which means “interpreter of dreams” (Schneider 1982: 122), a 
vocation that in popular thought implied wisdom. Barrett (1994: 616) 
objects to both options, rejecting the influence of an Arabic nickname. 
Still, the Jewish magician is already engaged in somewhat syncretistic 
activity that might engender a cross-cultural connection. That a 
proconsul has such a figure in his entourage is not surprising (Johnson 
1992: 223; Philo, Spec. Laws 3.18 $100; Pseudo-Callisthenes, Life of Alexander 
of Macedon 1.1-12). Le Cornu and Shulam (2003: 701-2) detail the 
syncretism of the period. The magician’s work would involve healing and 
looking for signs using formulas, incantations, amulets, and other forms 
of inducing discernment. 


13:9-11 As Saul takes the lead in this challenge, Luke notes Paul as the 
other, well-known name of Saul. Paul is his Roman name, and Saul is his 
Jewish name (Bruce 1990: 298; Haenchen 1987: 399-400n3). The change 
indicates that Paul is becoming the prominent and leading member of the 
group. He also is functioning in a new Gentile context, so the name shift 
makes sense. He confronts the magician directly under the Spirit’s 
guidance, since Paul speaks while being filled with the Spirit (nAnoBeig 
rveÚpartos ayiou, plestheis pneumatos hagiou) and functions exclusively as a 
true prophet in contrast to the magician. Paul looks intently at his 
opponent as he speaks and addresses the magician. For the use of the verb 
átevidw (atenizö, look intently), see Luke 22:56; Acts 3:4; 10:4; and 14:9-10, 
all involving speech. Barrett (1994: 616) notes a later rabbinic saying from 
the Talmud that wherever the wise direct their eyes, there is death or 
misery (Str-B 2:714; b. Mo ‘ed Qat. 17b; b. Hag. 5b; b. Sotah 46b; b. Ned. 7b). 
Whether this idea is being alluded to here is unclear, since the tradition is 
late. 

Paul delivers a strong judgment against the magician, rendering him 
temporarily blind, a judgment designed to have him reflect on where 
God's power and truth reside. Darkness of mind leads to darkness of sight, 


one picturing the other (Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 705-6). This is one of 
a few judgment miracles. The others are Ananias and Sapphira in Acts 5 


and the judgment against Herod in Acts 12. In this case, however, the 
judgment is temporary. There is important symbolism here. The false 
prophet sits in darkness as Paul works.[2] The temporary nature of the 
judgment is like that which fell on Zechariah in Luke 1, a judgment from 
which Zechariah learned to believe God. Paul accuses the magician of 
being full of deceit and villainy as well as being opposed to righteousness. 

The interjection ú (6) is emphatic, coming as it does at the beginning of 
Paul's address to the magician (BDF $146; Wallace 2000: 39-40). The 
judgment also cuts Bar-Jesus off from being able to practice all of his craft, 
as astrology might well be a part of his repertoire (Klauck 2003: 48). Even 
more, he is a son of the devil, an irony in light of his name as “son of 
Jesus.” The reference to “villainy” (padrovpyiac, rhadiourgias) is unique in 
the NT. It means “unscrupulousness” (BAGD 733; BDAG 902) and usually 
refers to someone who wishes to gain through some means of trickery, a 
con artist. It is a term used in Hellenistic moral teaching (Johnson 1990: 
224; Plutarch, On the Malice of Herodotus 23 [= Moralia 860D]; Philo, Cherubim 
24 880). Elymas’s work makes crooked what should be straight paths from 
the Lord. The imagery of the crooked path or ill-gotten gain has OT roots 
(ill-gotten gain: Jer. 5:27; crooked path: Prov. 10:9; Hos. 14:10, esp. Isa. 40:3; 
59:8). So Elymas’s opposition goes against God’s plan and perverts the 
truth (Michaelis, TDNT 5:87). He is to stop making the Lord’s path crooked, 
which is a way of saying that he is to stop resisting the truth and the 
straight path. 

Elymas is where Saul was years earlier, and the difference is obvious. 
Paul is now full of the truth and the Spirit whereas Elymas is full of deceit 
and villainy. The reference to deceit may suggest the financial gain he 
seeks from his work. Witherington (1998: 402) calls this judgment “an oath 
curse,” and Barrett (1994: 617) says he is “roundly cursed.” The “hand of 
the Lord” is against him (Judg. 2:15; 1 Sam. 12:15). This is judgment on a 
corrupt religious figure who is associated with magic. Elymas is also a 
prophet, and so this is also a battle of the prophets. Whatever power he 
has fails in the face of God’s presence in Paul, and his claims are shown to 
be false. This judgment, however, comes with mercy, for it is not 
permanent. This also parallels what happened to Saul when he was called, 
except that here the judgment gives an opportunity for Bar-Jesus to 


respond. We are not told what he does, although every reader of Acts 
knows what he should do. 


Luke’s major point is the superiority of Paul’s access to God and truth. 


Paul's call for judgment works. Mist (ayAvc, achlys) and darkness follow for 
Elymas, so that others must lead him by the hand, a confirmation of his 
condition. This is the only occurrence of áxAúc in the NT; in Greek 
contexts it is often associated with loss of sight (Barrett 1994: 618; Homer, 


Il. 5.696; 20.321; Od. 22.88; Josephus, Ant. 9.4.3 856). The prophet has a 
punishment much like what Saul faced. In a sense, Paul judges his former 
self here (Klauck 2003: 55). As the magician is led away, one can imagine 
Paul recalling that he himself was led away after seeing the Lord and being 
rendered temporarily blind. This judgment also teaches the rejection of 


any form of syncretism, something Elymas’s vocation reflects. 
Paul's authority is also like Peter’s action in Acts 5:1-11. The act- 


preaching sequence recalls Luke 4:16-44 and Acts 2, but as in Acts 2 we 
have the act first and then the preaching. 


13:12 Sergius responds with faith as a result of Paul's work. The teaching 
of the Lord astonishes him. This is the only occurrence of the verb 

errıAnoooynan (ekpléssomai, be amazed) in Acts (in Luke: 2:48; 4:32; 9:43). In 
this context, the word describes the reaction to the combination of word 
and deed, as in Mark 1:27, although it is the word that is decisive over the 


miracle, clinching the deal (Klauck 2003: 53). Witherington (1998: 402-3) 
expresses uncertainty about whether Sergius is converted, but all the 
contrast in the passage and the implication of Pauline success suggest that 
Sergius did respond (correctly, Fitzmyer 1998: 504). Without a conversion, 
there is not complete success here. A Roman Gentile responds whereas a 
Jew with supposed religious connections rejects the message. The contrast 
is intentional. In addition, one of high social class is responsive. 

In sum, this passage is built around the character contrasts it presents. 
We see Paul being very forceful in his confrontation with someone who 
utterly denies what he represents (Fernando 1998: 377). Sometimes 
evangelism will require such confrontation with one who is preventing 
another from hearing the message. Sergius represents the person who has 
no background to appreciate the message and to whom Paul appeals to 
consider the gospel. Thus Bar-Jesus and Sergius serve as contrasting 


characters in the passage. They are two kinds of people who are outside 
the faith: one strenuously objected to it, and one is more neutral or open 
and needs to learn the first things about the faith. Paul adopts two 
different styles to suit the two types. 


Additional Note 


13:8. The Western text (D) reads a name here that means “ready” (étoipac, hetoimas), which might 
be equated with Atomos, a textual variant for the name of a Jewish magician (also called Simon) 
mentioned by Josephus in Ant. 20.7.2 §142. This is not well enough attested to be likely. The 
addition might seek to make a parallel with Simon Magus in Acts 8. 


3. Paul and Barnabas in Pisidian Antioch (13:13— 
52) 


This scene contains the most developed Pauline synagogue speech in 
Acts along with the reaction it generates. In Pisidian Antioch of Asia 


Minor, Paul addresses the Jews about God’s promise. The address 
rehearses the history of Israel from its origin to David and then leaps 
over athousand years to John the Baptist and Jesus. 


The setting of the speech comes first (vv. 13-15), and then the 
survey of Israel’s history to the time of John (vv. 16-25). Next are the 


declaration about Jesus (vv. 26-37) and the application (vv. 38-41). So 
the speech itself has three basic sections, once the setting appears. 

A second way to outline the speech is grounded in the kind of 
material being presented and divides it into five parts. The history 


(vv. 16-25) leads to the basic kerygma (vv. 26-30), as attested by 
witnesses (v. 31) and scriptural proof (vv. 32-37), so that a response of 


conversion is in order (vv. 38-41; Schneider 1982: 128-29). 
The aftermath includes a follow-up speech on the next Sabbath in 


verses 42-47. The unit ends in vv. 48-52 with the impact ofthe 
speeches and the largely negative Jewish reaction, which leads to the 


missionary party’s departure from the city. 
The major point of the progress of Paul's ministry appears in 


verses 46-47: that Jewish rejection will not stop the mission as the 
message proceeds to the Gentiles, even though the promise was 


originally “for us” (so vv. 26, 30-33a). 

The purpose is to declare how Jesus fulfilled promises made to 
David long ago, by giving a sample of Paul's message in a synagogue. 
Thus the narrative is a speech in form and rooted in a Pauline source 
(Fitzmyer 1998: 507). This speech, Peter’s opening addresses in Acts 


2-3, and Stephen’s speech in Acts 7 are the key speeches in Acts on 
Jewish promise. Paul’s speech here parallels another synagogue 
speech that Jesus gave in Luke 4:16-30, declaring fulfillment, after 
which he confronted the force of evil in the same chapter (Luke 4:16- 
44, but in reverse order, since Paul confronts in Acts 13:1-12 and then 
preaches here whereas Jesus preached in Luke 4:16-30 and then 


confronted in 4:31-44). The ministry of Jesus continues through Paul. 
Rejection also continues, but it will not stop the impact of this 
ministry, which is rooted in divine work and power. Witherington 


(1998: 403-4) suggests that Sergius Paulus may have suggested 
Pisidian Antioch as the next place to visit, given that he had family 
connections there. 


Exegesis and Exposition 


13Setting sail from Paphos, Paul and his company came to Perga in Pamphylia. And John left then 
and returned to Jerusalem; 14but they passed on from Perga and came to Antioch of Pisidia. And 
on the Sabbath day they went into the synagogue and sat down. 15After the reading of the Law 
and the Prophets, the rulers of the synagogue sent to them, saying, “Brothers, if you have any 
word of exhortation for the people, say it.” 


16So rising up and motioning with his hand, Paul said, “Men of Israel and you that fear God, listen. 
17The God of this people Israel elected our fathers and lifted up the people during their stay in the 
land of Egypt, and with uplifted arm he led them out of it. 18And for about forty years he "bore 
with ' them in the wilderness. 19And destroying seven nations in the land of Canaan, God gave 
them their land as an inheritance 20" for about four hundred and fifty years. And after those 
things” he gave them judges until Samuel the prophet. 21Then they asked for a king; and God 
gave them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. 22And removing 
him, God raised up David to be their king; of whom also he said testifying, ‘| have found in David 
the son of Jesse a man after my own heart, who will do all my will 23From this man’s seed God 
has brought to Israel, according to promise, a Savior, Jesus. 24Before his coming, John had 
preached a baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. 25And as John was finishing his 
course, he said, ‘What do you suppose that | am? | am not he. No, but after me one is coming, the 
sandals of whose feet | am not worthy to untie? 


26“Brothers, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you who fear God, "to us? has been 
sent the message of this salvation. 27For those who live in Jerusalem and their rulers, not 


recognizing this one nor understanding the utterances of the prophets that are read every 
Sabbath, fulfilled these by condemning him. 28Though finding no charge against him deserving 
death, yet they asked Pilate to have him killed. 22And when they had fulfilled all that was written 
about him, taking him down from the tree, they laid him in a tomb. 30But God raised him from the 
dead; 31and for many days he appeared to those who came up with him from Galilee to 
Jerusalem, who are now his witnesses to the people. 32And we proclaim to you the good news 
that what God promised to the fathers 33he has fulfilled to us "their children” by raising Jesus; as 
also it is written in the " second” psalm, ‘You are my Son, today I have begotten you. 34For of the 
fact that he raised him from the dead, no more to return to corruption, he spoke in this way, ‘I will 
give you the holy and sure blessings of David. 35Therefore he says also in another psalm, You will 
not let your Holy One see corruption. 36For David, after he served the counsel of God in his own 
generation, fell asleep, and was laid with his fathers, and saw corruption; 37but he whom God 
raised up saw no corruption. 38Let it be known to you therefore, brothers, that to you through this 
man forgiveness of sins is proclaimed, 39and by this one everyone who believes is justified [freed] 
from everything from which you could not be justified [freed] by the law of Moses. 40Beware, 
therefore, lest there come upon you what is said in the prophets: 41‘Behold, you scoffers, and 
wonder, and perish; for | do a deed in your days, a deed you will never believe if one declares it to 
you.” 


42As they went out, the people were begging that these things might be told them the next 
Sabbath. “And when the meeting of the synagogue broke up, many Jews and devout converts to 
Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who spoke to them and urged them to remain in the grace 
of God. “The next Sabbath almost the entire city gathered together to hear "the word of the 
Lord”. 45But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with jealousy and contradicted 
by slander what was spoken by Paul. 46And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, “To you it 
was necessary that the word of God should be spoken first. Since you reject it and judge 
yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we turn to the Gentiles. 47For so the Lord has 
commanded us, saying, ‘| have set you to be a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation 
to the uttermost parts of the earth. ” 


48Hearing this, the Gentiles were rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord; and as many as 
were ordained to eternal life believed. 49And the word of the Lord was spreading throughout the 
entire region. 50But the Jews incited the devout women of high standing and the leading men of 
the city, and stirred up persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and cast them out of their district. 
51But shaking off the dust from their feet against the city, Paul and Barnabas went to Iconium. 
52And the disciples were being filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit. 


13:13-14a As the group travels to Perga in Pamphylia, Mark, that is, John 
Mark, who has traveled with them up to this point (Acts 12:25; 13:5), 
departs. The reason for his departure is not noted, but later it will be a 


source of irritation between Paul and Barnabas (15:37-38). Pamphylia is in 
southern Asia Minor, about four hundred miles from Jerusalem (Schnabel 


2004: 1089-90). The trip to Perga was a 112-mile journey, and the city was 


located twelve miles inland. The major deity was Vanassa Preiia, 
hellenized as Artemis (Cicero, In Verrem 1.20[54]). 

They reach Antioch of Pisidia (on the city, see Strabo, Geogr. 12.3.31; 6.4; 
8.14). Located in Phrygia Galatica, it was a civil and military center for the 
province and so the leading city of the region and a Roman colony 


(Schnabel 2004: 1098-1103). Situated in the highlands 3,600 feet above sea 
level, it faced Pisidia, and so it was associated with that area. Its name also 
distinguishes it from Phrygian Antioch on the Meander River (one of 
sixteen such Antiochs in the ancient world that were established by 
Seleucus Nikator to honor his father, Antiochus; Polhill 1992: 297). The 
chief god was Men Askaenos. The distance from Perga to Pisidian Antioch 
was a hundred miles as the crow flies. It had a large Jewish population 


(Josephus, Ant. 12.3.4 8$147-53, notes two thousand Jewish families in the 


region). Schnabel (2004: 1103-4) points out that the missionaries 
encounter seven different social levels of people: synagogue officials, Jews, 
proselytes, God-fearers, devout women of high standing, Gentiles, and 
leading men of the city. Their message penetrates all levels of the society. 


13:14b-15 The synagogue service follows the normal order of reading 
from the Law and the Prophets, followed by a word of exhortation from 
one of the attending men. Often along with the reading of Scripture in the 
synagogue came a homily or brief exposition that here is called a word of 
encouragement. The reading would include a portion from the Torah and 
one from the Prophets (m. Meg. 4.1-5 discusses this order of service in 
outline form: Shema, prayer, Torah reading, prophet's reading, priestly 


blessing, exposition; Str-B 4:153-88). Here the visitors are asked if they 
wish to encourage those attending. The plural reference to synagogue 
rulers may suggest a large community, or it may suggest that some 
members keep the designation as an honor for their previous service (CII 
2.803; Marshall 1980: 223; Barrett 1994: 629). 


13:16-18 Paul probably stands up to speak. After motioning for attention, 


Paul reviews Israel’s history to the Jews and God-fearers who are present 
in the synagogue. Bruce (1988a: 254) observes that the list of events 


corresponds to what the nation would confess in its liturgy (Deut. 26:5-10; 


Josh. 24:2-13, 17-18; Pss. 78:67-72; 89:3-4).[1] According to Bowker 1967- 
68, this is like a proem homily, with word links presenting, he suggests, 
Deut. 4:25-46 (seder), 2 Sam. 7:6-16 (haftorah), and 1 Sam. 13:14 LXX 
(proem text). A proem homily contains an introductory text that links the 
other two liturgical readings into a sermon. The homily with its 
application extends to verse 41. 

The reference to God-fearers (oi poBoúpevo1 Tov Beóv, hoi phoboumenoi 
ton theon) probably refers to Greeks in the audience who respect the God 
of Israel, as distinguished from children of Israel (Barrett 1994: 630; Jervell 
1998: 353). This twofold audience is reaffirmed in 13:26 as sons of the 
family of Abraham and those who fear God (note also v. 43). Paul outlines 
how God chose Israel through “our” fathers, identifying with those he 
addresses. A special covenant relationship exists between God and Israel 
at God’s initiative (Deut. 4:37; 7:7; 10:15). God supported the people in 
Egypt, lifted them up, and protected them with an uplifted arm (peta 
Bpaxiovog vunA00, meta brachionos hypselou) to deliver Israel during the 
exodus (Exod. 6:1, 6; 32:11; Deut. 3:24; 4:34; Ps. 136:11-12). The NIV 
renders, “with mighty power.” This is the only reference to God’s arm in 
Acts. All three NT occurrences of this term refer to God’s arm (Acts 13:17; 
Luke 1:51; John 12:38). God is the subject of all the actions in verses 17-22. 
God also tolerated or “bore with” them for forty years of inconsistent 
belief in the wilderness (Exod. 16:35; Num. 14:33-34). The verb 
tponogopéw (tropophoreö) means to put up with someone’s manners or 
moods (BAGD 827; BDAG 1017), and so it alludes to God’s faithfulness 
despite Israel’s lack of faith. This is the term’s only NT occurrence. The 
phrase ac teooepakovtaeti xpóvov (hos tesserakontaete chronon) is an 
accusative of time, which also appears in verse 21 (BDF $201). God put up 
with them for forty years, just as Saul was king for forty years. 


13:19-21 Next, Paul mentions the conquest (Deut. 7:1), the period of the 
judges (Judg. 2:16), and the request for a king (1 Sam. 8:5-10, 22). The verb 
katexAnpovóunoev (katekleronomesen) has a causative force even though it 
is an intransitive verb: God brought about the inheritance of the land 


(Moulton and Turner 1963: 53). The people’s request for a king resulted in 


the selection of Saul from the tribe of Benjamin (1 Sam. 9:1-2; 10:1, 20-21, 
24; 11:15; 13:1; also Paul’s tribe, Phil. 3:5). This was after Samuel initially 
refused to have anything to do with the request. The time of the sojourn 
in Egypt, the wilderness wanderings, and the conquest totals 450 years 
(Josh. 14:10 [some of the wandering years plus conquest years equals 45, 
plus 400 years in Egypt. These figures likely are rounded off]; Deut. 29:5 [40 
years in the desert]; Marshall 1980: 223; Polhill 1992: 300n29; Witherington 
1998: 410; Fitzmyer 1998: 511; Schneider 1982: 132). The phrase ac éteo1v 
TETPAKOOIOIC Kai revrriKovta (hos etesin tetrakosiois kai pentekonta) is a 
dative of duration of time (BDF 8201; Moulton and Turner 1963: 243). 
Deuteronomy 7:1 names the Hittites, Girgashites, Amorites, Canaanites, 
Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites as the seven nations the Israelites 
encounter in the promised land. Marshall notes that other scholars (such 
as Conzelmann 1987: 104) connect it to the rest of verse 20 and make it the 
period of the judges, but this seems to pose problems with 1 Kings 6:1. 
Saul’s rule for forty years is a traditional figure (Josephus, Ant. 6.14.9 $378; 


but 10.8.4 9143 reports a twenty-year reign; 1 Sam. 13:1 has a reign of two 
years, but the number is likely corrupt). 


13:22-23 After removing Saul (1 Sam. 13:13-14), God “raised up” (ijyelpev, 
égeiren) David onto the scene of history as king (1 Sam. 16:12-13; fiye1pev is 
one of the link words in this passage, see vv. 30, 37). This verb has a 
different meaning in verses 30 and 37, where God raises up Jesus from the 
dead. Thus a wordplay is present in the speech. 

God spoke of David as a man after his heart who would perform God’s 
will. The description comes from 1 Sam. 13:14 (Ps. 89:19-29, esp. v. 21). 
First Samuel 13:14 is like Isa. 44:28, where the phrase applies to Cyrus (see 
also the targum on Ps. 89:21; Marshall 1980: 224; Johnson 1992: 232 notes 
Ps. 88:21 LXX [88:20 Eng.]; 4Q174 1.10; 1 Clem. 18.1). God’s promise to 
David about the everlasting character of his dynasty and seed (onéppatoc, 
spermatos) produced a hope that spoke of a great descendant in this family 
(2 Sam. 7:6-16; Pss. 89:29, 36-37; 132:11-12, 17; Isa. 9-11; Jer. 23:5; 33:14— 
22; Ezek. 21:27; 34:23; Ps. Sol. 17.4, 21-34). This promised Savior Paul now 
identifies as Jesus (on Jesus as a son of David, see Rom. 1:3; 2 Tim. 2:8; 
Matt. 1:1; Luke 3:23, 31; Mark 12:35; Fitzmyer 1998: 512; the idea is 


developed in Luke: 1:31-35; 18:38-39; 20:41). Peter made much of this 
point in Acts 2:30-36. 

The title “Savior” (owtijp, soter) appears in only two texts in Acts (5:31; 
13:23). It also appears at the announcement of Jesus’s birth in Luke 2:11. 
John 4:42 is its only other use in reference to Jesus in the Gospels (God is 
Savior in Luke 1:47). The term describes Jesus’s role as deliverer (BAGD 801 
82; BDAG 985 Sb). In the LXX, this is a common description of God (Ps. 26:1 
LXX [27:1 Eng.]), but in Jesus’s time it was also used as a title of honor for 
prominent people, ranging from physicians to rulers. In the NT, however, 
this term never describes a political ruler. It is used only of God and Jesus. 

This speech develops Israel’s history in detail, phase by phase, until it 
reaches David. It then leaps over one thousand years of Israel’s history to 
go directly to the promise of a son of David who will deliver the nation. 
This is Paul’s point in the speech. 


13:24-25 John the Baptist pointed the way to this Jesus, first by preparing 
for the Lord’s coming with a baptism of repentance. Luke 3:3 tells us it was 
for the forgiveness of sins.[2] This ministry was to Israel, called the 
“people” (t@ Aó, to lao; another link word in the speech: vv. 24, 31). He 
was the bridge between the promise and realization of the promise, the 
last link in Israel’s history before the Messiah came (Jervell 1998: 256; Luke 
16:16). 

As he was completing (&nArjpov, eplérou) his course, John the Baptist 
also declared, in response to a question, that he was not the one to come 
(John 1:20; 3:28) but that there would be one coming later whose sandals 
John would not be worthy to untie (Matt. 3:11; Mark 1:7; Luke 3:16).[3] 

John preached about the Messiah as he finished his “course.” The term 
dpopoc (dromos) refers to John’s mission and is used of an athletic contest 
or of the course on which it is held. The term often was a metaphor for a 
course taken (Johnson 1992: 233; Epictetus, Discourses 3.14.11-14; Eccles. 
9:11; Wis. 17:19 [17:18 LXX]; Jer. 8:6; 2 Macc. 14:45; 2 Tim. 4:7). Fitzmyer 
(1998: 513) notes that John is pictured as running ahead on the course to 
herald Jesus’s coming. The verb for “completing” the course is imperfect 
(erAnpov, eplerou). 


That Jewish slaves were not supposed to untie the thongs of sandals was 
treated in the discussion of Luke 3:16 (Bock 1994: 320-24; b. Ketub. 96a; Le 
Cornu and Shulam 2003: 728). John does not feel worthy of doing even the 
most menial task of a slave. More significant, however, is that this saying 
introduced John’s remark about Jesus bringing the baptism of the Spirit in 
Luke 3:16, pointing to Jesus’s work, which signals the new era. The 
humility and submission of John are highlighted here in part to make the 
point that John is not the center of the story of God’s activity but, rather, 
Jesus is (Acts 19:1-6). 


13:26-29 Paul now addresses the sons of Abraham as well as proselytes, 
described as those who fear God. The promise is now preached to Israel as 
realized. He presents the salvation message, the kerygma (vv. 26-31). He 
notes that this message (see v. 23) is “for us.” This phrase is placed 
forward in the Greek sentence for emphasis. The message of salvation is a 
message of deliverance and enablement, as 13:23, 34-39 shows. The term 
owrnpia (söteria) was discussed in Acts 4:12. The phrase “message of 
salvation” may allude to Ps. 118:22 and Isa. 53:3 (Marshall 1980: 225). Paul 
summarizes the circumstances that led to Jesus’s death and resurrection, 
the core events of the kerygma. 

Paul makes the point that the prophets’ message was not understood 
even though it was read each Sabbath (Acts 15:21). The Jewish leadership 
had two failures: (1) it did not recognize Jesus and his work, and (2) it 
failed to understand the prophets read in the synagogue each Sabbath (on 
such blame, see 2:22-24; 3:17; 4:26-28). And so they condemned their 
Savior as Scripture predicted. A note of fulfillment runs through the 
entire speech (vv. 27, 29, and the scriptural citations). 

Paul reaffirms that Jesus’s death took place despite his innocence, 
which was the point of the account in Luke 23:1-25, 47 (esp. vv. 4, 14-15, 
22; also John 18:38; 19:4, 6). Pilate had him killed, despite declarations that 
Jesus had done nothing worthy of death, because of the Jewish 
leadership’s demands (Luke 23:2, 21-23). Pilate was a part of the 
conspiracy against Jesus because he helped to underwrite the injustice 
against Jesus by sentencing him to death, as Acts 4:25-27 also states. 


Preachers in Acts also will be called innocent (16:35-39; 18:14-16; 19:31, 
37; 23:29; 25:14-19; 26:31-32). 

The scriptural predictions about Jesus’s suffering have been fulfilled 
(3:18). They took him down from the “tree” (EvAov, xylou), an allusion to 
Deut. 21:22 (Acts 5:30; Gal. 3:13; on who killed Jesus, see Acts 2:23; 3:13; 
4:26-28; 5:30-31; 10:39-40). The texts in mind here would include Isa. 
52:13-53:12; Pss. 22; 69; and 118. They buried him in a tomb. The reference 
to “they” is generic, an allusion to Joseph of Arimathea and probably to 
Pilate’s permission that allowed Jesus to be buried and the opposition that 
caused his death (Luke 23:25-26, 53; John 19:16-17, 38). This “they,” then, 
includes those who rejected Jesus (Jewish leaders and Pilate) and those 
who respected Jesus (Joseph of Arimathea with Pilate’s permission), 
depending on the act in view. The details show that there is no doubt that 
Jesus died on the cross. 


13:30 The Jewish leadership, citizens in Jerusalem, and Pilate led Jesus to 
his death, but God raised Jesus from the dead. This is the key “contrastive 
act” of the kerygma (Jervell 1998: 358). It was also the central divine act of 
vindication, showing where God stood. The shift of subject here is 
important, The Jewish leaders and Pilate had handled Jesus up to this 
point, but now God acted on his behalf (Acts 2:24; 3:15; 4:10; 5:30; 10:39-40; 
17:31; also 1 Thess. 1:10; Gal. 1:1; 1 Cor. 6:14; 15:4-20; 2 Cor. 4:14; Rom. 4:24— 
25; 6:4, 9; 7:4; 8:11, 34; 10:9; Col. 2:12; Eph. 1:20; Fitzmyer 1998: 515). 


13:31 Next, Paul mentions Jesus’s numerous appearances over many 
(eioug, pleious) days to the disciples who had been with him, both in 
Galilee and now in Jerusalem (Acts 1:3). The number of days for these 
appearances is expressed by a comparative that functions as an elative 
(thus “many” days; Wallace 2000: 133). 

The appearances made these apostles witnesses (Luke 24:48; Acts 1:8) of 
the resurrection on behalf of Israel, called “the people” here (on the term 
“people,” see Acts 2:47; 3:9). Here is personal proof that these events took 
place. These witnesses proclaim what God did through Jesus. They 
guarantee the truth of the message (Jervell 1998: 358). Acts 1:3 tells us that 


the appearances lasted for forty days. Jesus’s ministry spanned the area 
from Galilee to Jerusalem, and this makes the point that these witnesses 
were with him throughout his work (1:22). There is no effort to downgrade 
Jesus’s appearance to Paul here, only to note that the core of the gospel 
goes back to witnesses who were there and who had walked with Jesus. 


13:32-33 Not only do witnesses testify to the resurrection; so does 
Scripture, indicating that the promise has come in Jesus through God's 
vindication. Thus Paul preaches the promise (the word is singular) made 
to the fathers (on the fathers, see 3:13). This is the promise made to David 
in verse 23 (Schneider 1982: 516). Once again the note of fulfillment 
appears, as it will in the next several verses (also earlier, vv. 27 and 29). But 
other Scripture tells us more about this promised program of God and the 
work of the Son. Three OT citations follow in verses 33-35: Ps. 2:7; Isa. 
55:3; and Ps. 16:10. 

The introductory formula of Acts 13:32-33 for Ps. 2:7 has three points: 
the coming of the promise, its fulfillment for the Jews, and the “raising of 
Jesus.” The term énayyeAtav (epangelian, promise) is accusative in 
anticipation of the object (BDF §476.3). Paul says that the promise has 
come “to us their children,” a reference to the descendants of the 
promise, especially to the current generation of Jews. The perfect-tense 
verb exnıenArpwkev (ekpepleröken) means that the promise stands fulfilled. 
The idea of “to you” is taken up again and emphasized in verse 34 with 
respect to the sure blessings of David. The phrase “to you” is placed 
forward in the citation in the Greek to underscore the declaration and is 
plural: “for all of you.” This fulfillment has come through the resurrection 
of Jesus to God’s right hand into an active role as Son of God, as Ps. 2 
declares. Paul cites the text exactly as it appears in the LXX. The offer of 
the promise is for them all. The key is to respond. 

The psalm, as a royal psalm, is ultimately about the Messiah. It points 
out that his relationship to God is one of intimate sonship (Ps. Sol. 17.21- 
26; Marshall 1980: 226; on the use of this psalm, see O’Toole 1979; 
Goldsmith 1968; Lovestam 1961). Jesus now functions as the Promised One 
installed to carry out his divinely appointed role. This is one of the few 


uses of the title “Son” for Jesus in Acts (see discussion of 9:19b-20). Psalm 
2 is also cited in Heb. 1:5 and 5:5 (Luke 3:22; Acts 4:26 also uses Ps. 2 but 


cites vv. 1-2). Luke here uses a different verb for “raise up” (Gvaotnoac, 


anastesas) Jesus from the word used in Acts 13:30 (ijye1pev, egeiren). 

There is scholarly discussion about whether avaotnoac means “raise 
up” onto the stage of history (so 3:22, 26; 7:37). This is what Barrett (1994: 
645-46) argues when he sees the resurrection in verse 34 and views Ps. 2 


as referring to Jesus’s ministry. This could well be correct. Most scholars 
think that it is slightly more likely that the reference is to the 
resurrection, since the immediate context in which the term appears is 
surrounded by references to the resurrection (see esp. v. 34). This is also 
possible. One could make the case that with the resurrection already 
noted in verse 30, a more generic reference to being on the scene of 
history is intended here with the different term. Other occurrences of this 
verb in Acts, however, refer to the resurrection (2:24, 32; 10:41; 17:3, 31). So 
a reference to the resurrection is slightly more likely. Sonship was 
vindicated and made evident by the resurrection (Rom. 1:1-4). This is not 
Jesus becoming Son or being adopted as Son, as some argue, but being 
made evident as Son (correctly, Marshall 1980: 22 versus Barrett 1994: 646 
and Schweizer, TDNT 8:367). By this time, Jesus had established his sonship 
by the character of his ministry. 


13:34 Paul now remarks, appealing to the promise of Isa. 55:3, that the 
resurrection means that the Promised One would not see corruption as 
part of God's promise to David. Again Paul uses the term avéotnoev 
(anestesen) to make the point about the resurrection. The discussion of 
Jesus not seeing the corruption of decay after death also appeared in Acts 


2:25-30 (see the discussion on 2:27). God brought Jesus back to life before 
he decayed. Here the reference to the resurrection leads to the citation of 
Isa. 55:3 LXX to make the point that the resurrection was the means by 
which God distributed the promised blessings that were given to David for 
the people. 

That the promise is for the people is a major theme in the speech, as it 


appears again in verses 38-39. Isaiah 55:3 taught that the promises once 


given to David are going to be made available to God's people (viv, hymin, 
to you) in the deliverance. 
There is a difference here between the MT and the LXX, which is the 


form Paul cites, except that he simplifies the LXX verb “I shall covenant” 


(Siadrioonaı, diathésomai) to “I shall give” (S@ow, dösö). The LXX reads, “I 
will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for 


David.” The Greek translation differs from the Hebrew in reading “holy 
things” (ta öoıa, ta hosia) instead of a Hebrew term meaning “faithful 
love” or “mercy” (0’T0n, hásadim). The Greek OT has a paraphrastic 
rendering, for it makes concrete (the holy [and sure] things of the 


promises of David) what God's love and mercy expressed (Johnson 1992: 
235). Fitzmyer (1998: 517) calls the LXX translation a fairly accurate 


rendering of Isa. 55:3, which is also reflected in 1QIsa” 45.22-23. It is often 
said that Luke’s version lacks a reference to the covenant, but this 
overstates the difference. Any Jew would be aware that the “holy things of 
David” alludes to the covenant. The change only makes the idea of 
covenant less explicit. This covenant promise comes from 2 Sam. 7:13-16. 
Some extend the idea of “holy things” specifically to “divine assurances or 


decrees,” which would point also to the covenant (BDAG 728.3). This more 
concrete rendering is the direction of the language but is not the best 


translation of the term here, for “assurance” makes explicit what is stated 
more implicitly here. 
These promises are faithful or sure (God keeps his word) and holy 


(sacred, set apart). Now they are made available to Paul's hearers. “Holy 


things” (ta 6010) and “Holy One” (tov dotov, ton hosion) are the link words 
between Isa. 55:3 and Ps. 16:10 as Paul employs gezerah shewa, one of 


Hillel’s rabbinic rules of interpretation,[4] where two texts can be 
exposited together if they share a term or a related form of a word. We 


saw this technique in Acts 2 as well. Paul's exposition is also linked to Ps. 
16:10, cited in the next verse through the term “corruption” (S1a8opav, 
diaphthoran). Yet a third link between the verses is “I will give” (6@ow) in 
verse 34 and “you will not let” in verse 35 (S@oetc, döseis). This argument 
reflects rabbinic technique. The “you” in the verse is primarily Jews but 


includes the proselytes who now are a part of the people and promise (v. 


26). They are the beneficiaries of God's completion of his promise if they 
respond to the offer Paul makes. Indeed, whoever responds to the 
promise, including Gentiles, will be its beneficiary, as events later in the 


chapter show (see vv. 42-48). 


13:35 Next Paul cites Ps. 16:10 to show how the resurrection was 
predicted. This psalm was also used in Acts 2:25-28 (see those verses for 
the hermeneutic used in citing the psalm). “Holy One” is another title 
applied to Jesus in this speech alongside “Savior” and “Son” (for “Holy 
One,” see the discussion on 2:27 and 3:14). 


13:36-37 Paul's point is that Jesus did not see corruption in contrast to 
David, who served his generation, died, and remains buried. The phrase 


idia yeved (idia genea) is a dative of time (BDF §200.4; Moulton and Turner 
1963: 243). The most natural reading here is that the text notes how David, 
having served during the time of his generation by the will of God, fell 
asleep (on the multiple syntactical options here, see Barrett 1994: 648; for 
this reading, Rengstorf, TDNT 8:540). His mission done, David fell asleep 
and went to be with the fathers (on “sleep” for death, see Acts 7:60; on 
“with the fathers,” Judg. 2:10; 1 Kings 2:10; 1 Macc. 2:69). So the psalm, 
pressed in its understanding in light of its language of hope, ultimately 
cannot be about David. It must be about someone else. The one whom God 
raised, understood to be Jesus, is the one who did not see corruption and 
is the one who fulfills the promise. In this passage the other verb for 
“raised” (Mye1pev, €geiren) appears, as does the link word “corruption” 
(S1aoBopúv; vv. 34-35). Paul argues that all of these texts are connected 
and lead to this conclusion. 


13:38-39 Paul applies the lesson from his survey of history. This portion 
of the speech is the word of exhortation, also called the peroratio 
(Witherington 1998: 413). There is a “call to repent” put in Pauline terms 
of justification (Schneider 1982: 139). It is through the raised and living 
Jesus that forgiveness of sins is made available “to [all of] you” (öpiv). The 
speech has already called him Savior, Son, and Holy One. He is to be 


accepted, not rejected. “To you” is yet another verbal link back to verse 34 
and the promises of David given to all those who respond (“you” is plural 
here as in v. 34). Deliverance is declared in terms of forgiveness of sins 
(Acts 2:38; 3:19; 5:31; 10:43; 26:18; Rom. 4:7; Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:14) and 
justification (as part of Davidic realization, due to the link). This 
forgiveness comes “through this man” (610 tovtov, dia toutou), a good 
example of 614 with the genitive referring to the means by which 
something is done (Moule 1959: 58). The key to everything offered here is 


Jesus. There is a change in the pronoun from “to us” (v. 33) to “to you” 
(here and in v. 34) to press the point that the offer is being made to those 
who have yet to respond. The new phrase is also placed forward in the 


Greek sentence for emphasis. The history is “for us,” but the offer is “to 


you” because Paul's audience still stands outside the blessing. They need 
to respond so that they can receive what Paul and his group already 
possess. 

Paul also notes that Jesus can provide what Moses and the law could 
not, namely, justification (v. 39). The law might be able, in the view of 
Jews, to deal with some sin through sacrifice, but it could not bring 
complete forgiveness and thus is for Paul completely inadequate. 
Witherington (1998: 413) argues for an intended nuance here of the law 
being able to forgive some but not all sin, but Bruce (1990: 311) and 
Fitzmyer (1998: 518-19) argue persuasively that there is no such implied 
comparison with sacrifices here or in Paul. The law is utterly inadequate 
(Johnson 1992: 236 is uncertain whether there is comparison or full 
contrast). Paul's concern is not the intermediate way of picturing 
forgiveness in the law or sacrifices but the extension of full forgiveness in 
Christ. This is total forgiveness that the law of Moses could not give. 

Justification is what Jesus brings. Paul twice uses the verb 51ka10w 
(dikaioo). This is a favorite term of Paul and means “declare [someone] 
righteous.” This happens in Jesus and not by the law because the law 
could not justify and make one righteous. The allusion here is to the 
declaration of righteousness and the provision of the Spirit that 
justification enables (Rom. 3:21-8:39). These two benefits are the core of 
the gospel and bring righteousness (Acts 2:39). This verb is often used to 
speak of God’s declaring us righteous: to justify or render a favorable 


verdict (Gal. 2:16; 3:11, 24; Rom. 2:13; 3:20, 24, 28; 4:2, 5; 5:1, 9; 8:30, 33; 1 
Cor. 6:11). A passage such as Acts 13 shows that the verb can also mean “be 
set free” from a claim (BAGD 197 83a; BDAG 249 83). So here it is rendered, 
“Everyone who believes is freed (from all things) from which you could 
not be freed by the law of Moses” (the RSV adds the parenthetical phrase; 


the ESV and NASB also use “freed”). The NET renders the verse thus: “By 
this one everyone who believes is justified from everything from which 


the law of Moses could not justify you.” It is the awkwardness of the 
English in using “justified” that leads to the other rendering. The NLT 
rendering uses both ideas: “Everyone who believes in him is freed from all 
guilt and declared right with God.” Fitzmyer (1998: 518) says a good 
alternative rendering is simply “is acquitted.” This usage is very close to 
Rom. 6:7 in what it says (also 1 Cor. 6:11; Schneider 1982: 140). To seek 
forgiveness is to repent, because it recognizes wrongs committed. To seek 
forgiveness is also to exercise faith in what God has done through Jesus. 

Some scholars argue that Luke views justification in an entirely 
negative way here and that this is not Paul's view (Vielhauer 1966). 
However, with Paul Luke sees justification for one”s sins as clearing the 
way for the Spirit—not as synonymous with forgiveness but providing for 
it (Acts 19:1-7; Rom. 3:21-8:39), and so it is not as entirely negative as is 
suggested. Others (Barrett 1994: 650-51) argue that the expression does 
not have its full Pauline forensic sense, but this may be nothing more that 
a Lukan telescoping of Paul's view. The legal declaration of forgiveness, 
which is Paul's emphasis, leads to a release from sin, which is highlighted 
here. 

The forgiveness Jesus gives sets believers free from the legal obligations 
that sin brought against them (Rom. 6:7) and leads into fellowship with 


God by giving them the Spirit (Rom. 6-8). The language has OT roots 
(Johnson 1992: 236; Exod. 23:7 LXX; Deut. 25:1; 1 Sam. 12:7; 2 Sam. 15:4; Pss. 
18:9; 50:4; 81:3; 142:2 LXX [19:8; 51:2; 82:3; 143:2 Eng.]; Isa. 5:23; 45:24—25; 
50:8; 53:11; also Sir. 7:5; 10:29; 18:2). 

It is “through this man” (610 tovtov; v. 38) and “by this one” (Ev tovto, 
en toutö; v. 39) that justification takes place. Both of these phrases are also 


placed forward in the Greek sentence for emphasis. The phrase “by this 


one” points to the means by which one is freed or justified from what one 
could not be freed by through the law. The one who brings release is the 
person of Jesus through his work. This liberation before God with 
reference to sin comes for all who believe in him and this work. Belief or 
faith is the core response that one must have to experience the blessings 
of salvation. Those blessings God promised to his people, to the fathers, 


and to David long ago. They are reserved for “everyone who believes” (mac 
ó TMLOTEVWV, pas ho pisteuön; Acts 10:43; Rom. 1:16; 3:22; 4:11; 10:4, 11). 


13:40-41 Paul calls on his audience to watch carefully (BAénete, blepete), 
that is, to pay attention lest they fall into judgment as the prophets 
warned. Failure to respond will mean judgment. Luke 21:8 uses this term 
to tell disciples to beware of being misled about events of the end, as do 
the parallels, Matt. 24:4 and Mark 13:5. Such warnings are common in the 
NT: 1 Cor. 8:9; Gal. 5:15; Eph. 5:15; Col. 2:8; Heb. 3:12; 12:25 (Schneider 1982: 
141). 

Next, Paul cites as a warning a passage from the prophet Habakkuk (1:5 
LXX). He tells his listeners to watch out lest judgment come for not 
heeding or believing God when he acts. The prophet calls the nation to see 
the rise of Babylon and the judgment intended for Israel. Fitzmyer (1998: 


519) notes that the text follows the LXX and 1QpHab 2.1-2 in including the 
word “scoffers” to describe those who have not believed God. The citation 
is a shortened version of the LXX, which reads, “Look, you scoffers, 
observe closely and be amazed at wondrous deeds, and then disappear! 
For I am doing a deed in your days that you would not believe if someone 
told you.” The MT differs in that where “scoffers” appears, the term 
“among the nations” appears, so that the beginning reads, “Look among 
the nations and see.” The point being highlighted in the speech is the 
same: failure to embrace what God is doing leads to judgment. The 
warning also refers to God's work twice. The response of amazement 
rather than faith is negative. The audience risks failing to respond 
properly. The LXX includes the word “scoffers” because it is a description 
of what the verse in the MT describes. God acts; they look but they do not 
believe. Wall (2000) traces the use of the book of Habakkuk in Acts, 


treating its appearance here and as an echo in Acts 15:5, where some 
believers question what is taking place with the Gentiles. 

Paul uses Hab. 1:5 analogously to Israel’s situation with Babylon in the 
past. His hearers are to see what God is doing in Jesus and respect God’s 
work. He warns them not to be scoffers (oi katappovntat, hoi 
kataphronétai) of God as the earlier generation was. This is the only 
occurrence of this term in the NT. It refers to someone who despises or 
has contempt for something (BAGD 420; BDAG 529). Rejecting God's work 
in Christ puts one in this category. The citation speaks of a “deed” or 
“work” twice in the singular, the second occurrence being an addition to 
the citation for emphasis. Does this work refer to the resurrection (Pillai 
1980: 72-73), the work of God in Christ (Barrett 1994: 652), the preaching 
of the message (Fitzmyer 1998: 519), or the church’s turning to Gentiles 
(Schneider 1982: 141)? A combination of God's work in Christ and the 
message about it is most likely, since the message is about God’s work in 
Christ. The resurrection itself is too narrow a referent because, although it 
serves to vindicate God's work through Jesus, the vindication of what God 
did in Jesus extends into the rationale for why the church preaches good 
news, which is what Paul is doing here. So a broader reference, including 
the message, makes better contextual sense. 

There is also another turn in God's plan: the missionaries will actively 
evangelize Gentiles, but this is not the exclusive point of the text, as the 
speech has already made clear. Gentile inclusion is an implication that 
emerges alongside Israel’s lack of response and is not explicitly present 
until verse 46 (Polhill 1992: 305; Moessner 1988). For Paul, this message 
summarizes Christ's entire work, which has not been believed up to now 
(Epyov 6 ob un] motevonte, ergon ho ou më pisteuséte). The scoffer does not 
respond even if told what is taking place. The singular reference to “work” 
is a collective term pointing to the ministry of Jesus as a whole. The 
message of the church is about that work. 

So those who fail to heed the prophet's word are destroyed for their 
lack of faith. This is the only use of the verb dyaviZw (aphanizö, perish) in 
Luke-Acts. Here it is passive, giving the sense of being destroyed or 
perishing in judgment (Matt. 6:19-20 speaks of the moth destroying 


earthly treasure but unable to destroy heavenly treasure). Josephus (Ant. 


1.3.2 876) applies this term to the destruction of sinners in the flood. This 
theme of rejection will reappear in Acts (13:46; 18:6; 28:28). 


13:42-43 The people are urging (mapeKdAovv, parekaloun) Paul and 
Barnabas to come back and preach more about this on the next Sabbath. 
Some, then, are interested in hearing more about Jesus. This Greek verb is 
in the imperfect, portraying the requesting in a vivid, ongoing manner. 
Many in the crowd are uncommitted at this point, but the next verse 
indicates that many others respond. These include both Jews and 
“converts,” or those outside Judaism who now worship at the synagogue. 
The phrase describing this second group is tõv oeßopévwv TIPOONAUTWV 
(ton sebomenön proselytön, [God-]fearing proselytes). This probably 
combines a reference to two groups normally distinguished, as verses 16b 
and 26a refer to God-fearers. Schneider (1982: 142n141) prefers to limit 
the reference to God-fearers. There is a difference between the two. God- 
fearers worship Israel’s God but do not become circumcised, receive 
baptism, or offer a sacrifice, whereas proselytes take the final step. Luke 
appears to speak of the combination of both groups here, although Barrett 
(1994: 654) suggests that only devout proselytes are meant (also Marshall 
1980: 229, who, like Barrett, relies on the presence of the noun 
“proselytes” as key). These non-Jews have embraced the God of Israel, 
Now they are responding to the message of God's grace. Paul urges them 
to remain faithful in that grace (see the discussion on Acts 11:22-24; on 
Luke’s use of grace, see Luke 1:30; 2:40, 52; 4:22; Acts 2:47; 4:33; 11:23). 


13:44-45 The next Sabbath the whole city gathers to hear Paul preach the 
word of the Lord about God's work through Jesus. The reading “word of 
the Lord” is preferred to “word of God” on the basis of better MSS (P”, X, 
A, B?, 33, 81, and 1739). Johnson (1992: 240) notes that this theme of the 
whole city responding is common in Hellenistic literature (Chariton of 
Aphrodisias, Chaer. 3.4.18; Heliodorus, Aethiopica 4.9.15). 

The positive reception causes some in the Jewish leadership to oppose 
Paul and “slander” (BAaowonuobvtec, blasphémountes) him. This is a strong 
term. When it refers to God, it means “blaspheme” (2 Kings 19:6, 22 LXX; 


Luke 12:10). Johnson (1992: 240) argues that near blasphemy is meant here 
because it is the word of God that is being rejected (v. 44; on 
slander/blasphemy in Luke, see Luke 5:21; 22:65; 23:39; Acts 18:6; 26:11). 
Luke 22:65 reports a similar response to Jesus, showing that Paul's 
experience as a follower is like his teacher’s. He is being hated for the sake 
of the name of Jesus (Luke 21:17). It is also the jealousy (ZmA0v, zélou) of 
the Jews that leads them to contradict Paul and strongly oppose him (see 
14:2 for a parallel reaction). This suggests a struggle for power and control 
of the people, as some are jealous of the drawing in of the Gentiles to a 
distinct expression of promise rooted in Judaism. 

Kilgallen (2003a) details how the opposition to the word is directed 
especially at the claim that every person who believes in the Lord will be 
justified, a move beyond God-fearers to include all Gentiles. Kilgallen also 
shows how ZfiXog (zélos, zeal) and related forms in the LXX indicate a 
positive zeal for covenant, a religiously directed zeal in defense of the law 
(1 Kings 19:10, 14 [Elijah, affirmed in Sir. 48:2]; Num. 25:11, 13 [Phinehas]; 
Ps. 106:30; Sir. 45:23 [against false idols]; 1 Macc. 2:26, 54 with 2:42, 48 [the 
Maccabees against Antiochus]; 4 Macc. 18:12). This jealousy parallels the 
reaction to Peter in Acts 5:17. Witherington (1998: 415 and n. 236) posits 
that the backdrop is of some in Judaism engaged in gaining proselytes, but 
it is more likely that they object to the way Gentiles are being connected 


to Israel’s God, not that they hope for such a response from Gentiles 
(Polhill 1992: 307; note the reaction in Acts 13:50 to Gentile inclusion, an 


issue that also surfaced in Jesus’s speech at Capernaum in Luke 4:25-28). 
In other words, zeal for covenant has blinded them from seeing the 


breakthrough of God's promise, with the result that positive zeal has 
become negative by cutting short the ultimate promise intended in the 
law. This reaction also shows that those rejecting Jesus and the message 


about him are the “scoffers” Paul mentioned earlier at the synagogue (v. 
41). As such, they are subject to judgment. 


13:46-47 Paul boldly (nappnoıaoaynevoı, parresiasamenoi) declares that “to 
[all of] you” (úpiv, hymin) the word has come first. Of its nine NT 
occurrences, mappno1ddopiat appears seven times in Acts (9:27-29 [2x]; 
13:46; 14:3; 18:25-26; 19:8; 26:26; Eph. 6:20; 1 Thess. 2:2). All the 


occurrences concern Paul (Schneider 1982: 145). This is a fulfillment of 
Luke 21:13-15, as Paul is given utterance to preach the word (Polhill 1992: 
307). The phrase “to you” is placed forward in the Greek sentence for 


emphasis. Paul sees going to the Jews first as “necessary” (@vayKaiov, 
anankaion), one of only two occurrences of this term in Acts (in 10:24 it has 
a different meaning; to the Jew first: Acts 13:26, 32-33; 14:1; 16:13; 17:1, 10, 
17; 18:4; 19:8; Rom. 1:16; 2:9-10; Jervell 1998: 363). This is only proper 
because it is Israel’s history that holds the promise. 

Three points dominate the verse: (1) there is rejection; (2) the result is 
that they judge themselves unworthy of life, as the explanation using 


“since” (éme15n, epeide) indicates; and so (3) Paul and company will turn to 
the Gentiles. 

First, they have rejected the message, a point expressed as having 
thrust it out (anwBeioße, apötheisthe, you thrust out). This is another 
graphic term for rejection. As a group, the Jews have taken God’s word and 


have pushed it aside or repudiated it (BAGD 103 §2; BDAG 126 §2; 1 Sam. 
12:22; Pss. 61:5; 76:8; 77:60, 67 LXX [62:4; 77:7; 78:60, 67 Eng.]; Jer. 23:17; 
Acts 7:27, 39). The term refers to pushing something away forcefully. 
Second, they have judged themselves not to be worthy of eternal life, 
another way to describe what salvation is by highlighting its content. So 
rejection and lack of salvation are their responsibility. This is one of the 
few references to eternal life in Acts. This passage (here and in v. 48) is the 
only place in Acts that this term appears. Acts 11:18 and 5:20 are close 


with references to “life” (Luke 10:25; 18:18, 30; Gal. 6:8; 1 Tim. 6:12; in the 
OT and Judaism: Dan. 12:2; Sir. 37:26; 4Q181 1.4, 6; 1QS 4.7; CD 3.20; 4Q511 
2.1.4; 6Q18 2.2; Fitzmyer 1998: 521). The message of salvation is now 
equated with the hope of eternal life. 

So, finally, Paul turns to the Gentiles. This is the first of several places in 
Acts where Paul goes to the Gentiles after being rejected by most Jews 
(18:6; 28:28). This turning away is not absolute, however, as in each place 
Paul goes, he again starts by preaching to Jews (14:1; 18:4-6, 19; 19:8-9; 
28:28; explained in Rom. 9-11). Paul repeatedly faced violent resistance in 
many synagogues (2 Cor. 11:24) but continued to preach to Jews. In this he 
turned the other cheek, as Jesus had commanded in the Sermon on the 
Mount (Matt. 5:39). 


In verse 47 Paul turns to Scripture, explaining how the Lord commands 


the missionaries’ response. This is an allusion to the commission noted in 
Acts 9:15 and what is reported in 22:18, that Paul would be called to the 
Gentiles. The entire series of connections to things said earlier in Acts 
along with parallels to Luke’s Gospel show how important this chapter is 
to the book. Paul's ministry mirrors that of Jesus and the apostles. He also 
is obedient to the commission God has given him at great cost. He 
perseveres, modeling what the commitment of the church is to all people. 


Paul cites Isa. 49:6, a passage that defines the servant's role in Isaiah (on 
the servant as light, see Isa. 42:6; 9:2). The citation is closer to the MT than 
to the LXX, which mentions the servant being set up as a covenant for the 
people, an allusion to the covenant for the Jews (Fitzmyer 1998: 521). Paul 
says that the Lord has commanded Barnabas and Paul to undertake this 
role of being a guide to the nations concerning the way to God. This task is 
much like the way a light illumines a path. 

What is surprising is that Paul and Barnabas are now cast in the role of 
the servant of Israel, The servant was normally an image tied to Jesus in 
the NT. Now they are the light (describing Jesus in Luke 1:78-79; 2:29-32, 
using Isa. 49:6; 2 Cor. 4:3-6; servant and Jesus: Isa. 42:1-4 in Matt. 12:17-21; 
Isa. 53:12 in Luke 22:37; Isa. 53:7-8 in Acts 8:32-35; Marshall 1980: 230). 
They bring salvation to the “end of the earth” (cf. Luke 3:6). So Paul and 
Barnabas are now seen as an extension of the work of the Servant of the 
Lord, who was Jesus. 

The hermeneutic used here is the “one in the many,” which is a basic 
way of connecting themes between the testaments. One can compare the 
use of “servant” in Luke-Acts to the use of “seed” in Gen. 12:3 and Gal. 3, 
where it is about both Jesus and those incorporated into him. The task of 
Jesus continues in his commissioned servants. Their call is to be a light to 
the Gentiles and go to the end of the earth. This verse echoes Acts 1:8, 
which alludes to Isa. 49:6 as well. The goal of God's plan of salvation is to 
take the message to the end of the earth, to extend it to all nations in 
every part of the world. 


13:48 The Gentiles who hear this message begin rejoicing and glorifying 
the word of the Lord (on joy, see Luke 1:14, 28; 2:10; Acts 5:41; on glory, 


Luke 2:20; 7:16; Acts 4:21; 11:18). The reading “word of the Lord” rather 
than “word of God” is adopted here because the best MSS support it (p”*, 
X, A, C, Y, 33, 1739, and Byz). Again imperfect verbs (¿xaipov ... €50EaCov, 
echairon . . . edoxazon) are used to indicate the ongoing nature of the 
reaction. 

Those who have been ordained to eternal life believe. The word tacow 
(tassö, ordain) appears four times in Acts (13:48; 15:2; 22:10; 28:23; in the 
rest of the NT: Matt. 28:16-17; Luke 7:8; Rom. 13:1; 1 Cor. 16:15-16). In the 
other contexts of Acts, it means “appoint” or “assign” to something. Here 
it refers to God's sovereign work over salvation, where God has assigned 
those who come to eternal life (BAGD 806 S1b; BDAG 991 §1b). The passive 
voice indicates that God does the assigning. It is as strong a passage on 
God's sovereignty as anywhere in Luke-Acts and has OT and Jewish roots 
(Witherington 1998: 416n242; on the “book of life,” see Exod. 32:32-33; Ps. 
69:28; Dan. 12:1; 1 En. 47.3; 104.1; 108.3; Jub. 30.20, 22; b. Ber. 61b; CD 3.20; 
105 3.18-4.1; Str-B 2:726-27). Just as God was the major active agent in the 
events of Israel’s history earlier in the speech, so he is the active agent in 
bringing Gentiles to himself. Repentance leads to eternal life not only 
because sins are forgiven but also because the Spirit is given (Acts 11:15- 
18). Barrett (1994: 658) argues that the Spirit is not present in a text such 


as Acts 10:35, but 11:15-18 shows the connection between life and the 
Spirit. 


13:49 This campaign meets with both success and opposition, as the final 
verses in the chapter indicate. The word is spreading through the region. 
Luke often notes the progress of the word or the growth of the community 
(2:41, 47; 9:31; 11:24b; 12:24). The verb S1apepw (diapherö, spread) appears 
in Luke-Acts four times out of thirteen NT occurrences (Matt. 6:26; 10:31; 
12:12; Mark 11:15-16; Luke 12:7, 24; Acts 13:48-49; 27:27; Rom. 2:17-21; 1 
Cor. 15:41; Gal. 2:6-10; 4:1-2; Phil. 1:9-11). 


13:50-51 The Jewish leadership incites pious women and leading men to 
react against Paul and Barnabas and drive them from the city. In the case 
of the women, these upper classes would be Gentiles who also frequent 


the synagogue. Josephus tells of many Gentile women being attracted to 


Judaism in Damascus (J.W. 2.20.2 §§559-61). Epigraphic evidence tells us 
that women often were the most responsive, composing 50 percent ofthe 
proselytes but 80 percent of the God-fearers (Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 
756). The contacts these Antiochene women have with other prominent 
Greeks help to heighten the pressure against Paul and Barnabas. 

Thus there is a chain reaction: the Jewish leadership moves the women, 


who move the city’s Greek leadership. The verb napwtpuvav (parötrynan) 


means “stir up” someone’s emotion against someone else (BAGD 629; 
BDAG 780). It is the only occurrence of this word in the NT. The noun 
S1wvyOc (diögmos, persecution) shows up only here and in Acts 8:1. The 
reaction, given where it appears in the account, seems to be directed 
against the outreach to the Gentiles as much as, or more than, it is against 
the preached message of fulfilled promise. This recalls a similar reaction 


in Luke 4:25-28 (see Acts 13:44-45). That the reaction comes from the 
upper classes that control the Jewish community in the city is not entirely 
surprising, as a mass conversion would leave them with the most to lose 
(Witherington 1998: 417). The leading men would have included the 


duoviri, the local government’s highest representatives, who would have 
been tied to the cult ofthe moon god Men as well as the imperial cult. A 


response to Jesus would imperil such worship (Schnabel 2004: 1107-9 
notes the remains of three church buildings in Pisidian Antioch). 

Paul and Barnabas leave the city, shaking the dust from their feet, a 
symbolic act against those who oppose them (Mark 6:11 = Luke 9:5; Luke 


10:10-11 = Matt. 10:14). This custom is a way of signaling that 
responsibility for an action is with the people or town (Str-B 1:571; 
Cadbury 1933). It portrays leaving defilement behind and moving on. In 
other words, no trace of their presence is left, even on their feet. This 
response was also commanded by Jesus in Luke 9:5. Other texts where Paul 


notes the judgment for rejection are Acts 18:6; 28:25-27. 

They move on to Iconium (ninety miles southeast of Pisidian Antioch; 
on the city, see Pliny the Elder, Nat. 5.25.95; Strabo, Geogr. 12.6.1; 
Xenophon, Anabasis 1.2.19; Fitzmyer 1998: 522).[5] It is in Galatia, or the 
old district of Phrygia. The quick movement from city to city helps the 
gospel spread more rapidly across the world (Schneider 1982: 148). 


Ironically, sometimes it is persecution that drives the movement and 
expansion (Acts 8). 


13:52 The disciples are filled (énAnpodvto, eplérounto) with joy and with 
the Holy Spirit (Luke 6:23; Acts 5:41; Gal. 5:22; 1 Thess. 1:6). The verb here 
is imperfect, depicting an ongoing joy and full involvement with the 


Spirit. Even rejection and persecution do not stop the gospel’s progress, 
nor does such pressure discourage the disciples. This is part of what 
indicates that they are filled and controlled by the Spirit (Delling, TDNT 
6:291). The theme is common in Acts (2:4-10; 4:31; 8:17; 9:31; 10:44; 13:2). 

In sum, this unit gives the first detailed missionary speech Paul made to 
Jews and God-fearers (Jervell 1998: 366). The scene also depicts what Paul 
typically faced as he preached the realization of Jewish promise in the 
synagogue and to others who would listen. It also indicates a turn to the 
Gentiles because, when opposition mounted, the Gentiles became the 
audience. 

At the center of the message were the person, promise, and provision of 
Jesus as the Christ, who came according to the promise of God focused in 


David's line. There is nothing here a Jew or a Gentile could not appreciate 
once the outline of the program became clear. God's promise was 


triggered by Jesus’s work. With forgiveness of sins came the Spirit (vv. 38, 
52). The life of the church was about the life God gave by grace. The gospel 
was offered to all, but only by a response of belief does one receive the 
benefits. Paul and Barnabas warned that judgment awaits scoffers and 
others who do not respond. 

We also see how Barnabas and Paul worked together. Barnabas was able 
to share the stage with Paul and eventually trained him to be able to step 
ahead. Good leadership can often be measured by whether it leaves a trail 
of successors behind it. Barnabas not only encouraged Paul; he also 
enabled him. Barnabas did not feel the need to be always the front man. 
So, although Paul is the focus in this text, in many ways Barnabas is a hero 
in the passage because of the way he teamed with his partner. As 


Fernando (1998: 390) notes, “Encouragers hand over leadership.” In 
addition, leaders lead by replicating. 


Additional Notes 


13:18. A difficult textual problem arises here; there is only a one-letter difference in the variants, 
and both readings are also attested in LXX MSS in the verse that is alluded to (Deut. 1:31). We read 
that God bore with Israel (¢tpomo@dpnoev, etropophoresen; X, B, C2, D, Byz). The variant 
(étpo~o@opnoey, etrophophoresen) is more positive, meaning “care for” someone, as a nurse for a 
child ()"4, A, C*, E, Y, 33). This second reading has clearer support in Deut. 1:31 LXX. If this were 
the reading, the meaning would be that God fed them for forty years in the desert (Deut. 1:31; 
Exod. 16:35; Num. 14:34). But it is slightly more difficult to explain the reading that does not 
match the LXX than the one that does, so “bore with them” is the slightly more likely reading 
(Metzger 1971: 405-6; Fitzmyer 1998: 510-11). Barrett (1994: 632) with R. Gordon (1974) and 
Witherington (1998: 409-10) prefers the more positive reading on the premise that God’s positive 
activity is underscored (Deut. 2:7; 32:10; Hos. 13:5; Zech. 9:11), but God’s patience is also a 
positive feature of God’s work for Israel, so that the reading “bore with them” also carries a 
positive sense. 


13:20. The Western text reverses the order of the clauses, assigning the 450 years to the period of 
the judges. 


13:26. The variant here “to you” (div, hymin) is found in P*, C, E, 36, 181, 1175, 1739, and Byz, 
whereas “to us” (myuiv, hémin) is read in P’*, x, A, B, D, Y, 33, 81, and 614. The latter reading has 
the better MSS distribution and is likely the original. 


13:27-29. There are several differences in the Western text from the original text of Acts in these 
verses. There are even differences between the various witnesses to the Western text, but none of 
these differences is a part of the original Acts (for details, see Barrett 1994: 642-43). Most of these 
additions either make additional reference to Scripture or discuss the handing over to Pilate. 


13:33. The best reading here is toic téxvoic AUTO v (tois teknois auton, their children), since it makes 
the best sense (C3, E, Byz, Syriac). This is not a very well attested reading, but the alternative toic 
TEKVOLC TOV (tois teknois hömön, our children) does not make good sense (attested by 1), x, A, B, 
C*, D). The reading may have resulted from the combination of pronouns juxtaposed to each 
other in the verse. It is possible that the original had no qualifying pronoun and simply read 
“children,” and then differing clarifying pronouns were added (Barrett 1994: 645). 


13:33. A second variant in the verse has D refer to the “first” (np@to, proto) psalm, an unlikely 
reading that is poorly attested. 


13:44-45. Codex D has numerous small differences here, showing how free its text of Acts is 
(Fitzmyer 1998: 520; Barrett 1994: 655-56). The most important, in verse 44, has Paul make “many 
an address about the Lord.” These additions are poorly attested and not original. 


4. In Iconium (14:1-7) 


Paul and Barnabas move to acity on a high plateau over the plains, 
Iconium (v. 1a), sitting at an altitude of 3,370 feet. It was a culturally 
mixed city. The missionaries are traveling the well-known Roman 
commercial road known as the Via Sebaste or Royal Road 
(Witherington 1998: 418). Here the typical preaching pattern 
emerges. They preach, and many Jews and Gentiles respond (v. 1b). 
Opposition surfaces, however, despite the work of word and act that 


the missionaries perform (vv. 2-3). The city is divided, and violence 


ensues against the missionary effort (vv. 4-5). The preachers are 
forced to flee to Lystra and Derbe, where they continue to preach in a 
new setting (vv. 6-7). 

The account is a narrative summary that Luke would know about 
from Paul and/or Barnabas (Fitzmyer 1998: 525 speaks of a Pauline 
source). It has a solid claim to be summarizing real events versus 
being a creation of Luke (so correctly Marshall 1980: 232 versus 


Haenchen 1987: 421-23). Barrett (1994: 664) argues that 14:1-23 
preserves a basic tradition from Antioch that has been overlaid with 
typical Lukan themes that were also in his sources. Barrett seems 
more skeptical, however, about the Iconium information for reasons 
that are not all that clear, other than that the Iconium account is 
more general, lacking detail. This difference in detail, however, may 
reflect three elements: (1) Luke will focus on opposition, with details 
later in Acts, and so he is brief here; (2) often Luke handles a theme 
briefly and chooses to fill it out with more detail in another locale; 
and (3) the previous account in Pisidian Antioch is very similar in its 
reception-opposition theme. The Lystra-Derbe encounter in the next 
scene will be filled out by a very similar, detailed account of ministry 
in Athens in Acts 17. It may be that, planning to give one locale with 
detail, Luke simply makes his point briefly here, showing that the 


response at Iconium is the first of a pattern. The presence of literary 
choice does not indicate a lack of historicity. Some scholars think that 
verse 3 is out of place in the story, but it indicates that initially even 
opposition did not preclude Paul and Barnabas from being bold in 
their outreach. 


Exegesis and Exposition 


lit came to pass at Iconium that they entered, as was their custom, into the Jewish synagogue 
and so spoke that a great company believed, both of Jews and Greeks. 2But the "unbelieving 
Jews stirred up” the Gentiles and led their souls to do evil against the brothers. " 7 3Still, they 
remained for some time, speaking boldly for the Lord, who testified to the word of his grace by 
giving signs and wonders through their hands. 4But the people of the city were split; some sided 
with the Jews, and some with the apostles. "When an attempt was made by both Gentiles and 
Jews, with their rulers, to harass and stone them, 6they learned of it and fled to Lystra and Derbe, 
cities of Lycaonia, and to the surrounding country; “and there they were preaching the gospel" 7. 


14:1 Iconium was in the central part of what is now Konya province in 
Turkey, a rugged, somewhat isolated location on a plateau in the steppes 
of central Turkey. It was a ruling center in the region (Schnabel 2004: 
1111). Strabo (Geogr. 12.6.1) describes the region aptly as cold, bare of 
trees, with scarcity of water, while the town is well settled. Le Cornu and 
Shulam (2003: 765) note that little else is known about the Jewish 
community there. 

Barnabas and Paul go to the synagogue, after their pattern (kata to 
avt0, kata to auto, after the same manner). This is a reference to their 
custom of initially going to the synagogue (Barrett 1994: 667). So they 
begin with the Jews, and they meet with some success. A large multitude 
(OAD TAÑBOC, poly pléthos) of both Jews and Greeks believe. This is the only 
time this phrase appears in Acts out of three NT occurrences (Mark 3:7; 
Luke 23:27). Here the response is described in terms of belief, not 
repentance or turning (on this verb moteúw, pisteuo, see Acts 2:44-45). 
The Greeks here are likely God-fearers and/or proselytes, since they 
respond at the synagogue (Schneider 1982: 150). 


14:2 In contrast stands the reaction of unbelieving Jews. The expression oi 
árteiBn oavtec (hoi apeithesantes) can mean “the disobedient.” In the LXX, it 
is often used of rebellion (Lev. 26:15; Num. 11:20; Deut. 1:26; 9:7, 23-24; 
32:51; Isa. 30:12; Johnson 1992: 246). That is probably too strong a meaning 
here, given the simple contrast with verse 1 (Acts 19:9; John 3:36; Rom. 2:8; 
1 Pet. 3:1). So lack of belief is the point, which is disobedience to God. They 
work against the effort of Paul and Barnabas to reach Gentiles. The verb 
kaxów (kakoö) in this context means to make “someone think badly about 
another” (BDAG 502 82) or “poison the minds of some persons” (BAGD 398 
82). Some translations adopt this more graphic rendering, to “poison” the 
minds of the Gentiles (RSV, NIV, NET, NLT [“stirred up distrust”]; Ps. 105:32 
LXX [106:32 Eng.]; 1 Pet. 3:13; Josephus, Ant. 16.7.3 §205; 16.8.6 §262). Our 
translation opts for “led their souls to do evil.” The verb is used of acts of 
oppression in Acts 7:6, 19 and of Herod’s wicked acts in 12:1. The term that 
is often rendered “mind” here is wuyn (psyché), which can refer to the 
feelings, emotions, and judgments of a person, so that it matches the idea 
of how the soul controls the thinking of a person (BAGD 893 §1ay; BDAG 
1099 §2c). In other words, not only did the Jews stir up Gentiles against 
Paul and Barnabas, they so stirred them that they acted out their feelings 
in persecution. This is an interesting move, since often Jews and Gentiles 
were corporately distinct. Gentiles viewed Jews with suspicion, holding 
that the Jews “profane all we hold sacred,” and their Sabbath custom was 
seen as “the charms of indolence” (Tacitus, Hist. 5.4.1, 3). That opposing 
Jews would seek Gentile support shows how seriously they took the threat 
of the preaching of the gospel (Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 767). The tone 
here is similar to Acts 3-4 with both success and opposition. It also 
parallels the reaction at Pisidian Antioch in Acts 13. A pattern of varied 
response is emerging. 


14:3 Whatever the opposition, Paul and Barnabas decide to stay and 
continue the effort. Some scholars see this verse as out of sequence, but in 
fact it indicates resolve in the face of opposition (Witherington 1998: 419). 
Moulton and Turner (1963: 337) suggest translating the pév odv (men oun) 


construction at the start of the verse as “nay rather,” to show the contrast 


between the opposition and the response. In my translation, I opt for a 
term with an equivalent force: “Still.” Despite the opposition, they remain 
for a long time and speak boldly for the Lord (Acts 4:13; 9:27), who in turn 
witnesses to them through signs and wonders. Their ministry is a 
combination of word and action. The message is a word of grace (20:32). 
God’s gracious act in forgiveness and provision of life is the topic, like 
what we saw detailed in Acts 13. The combination of signs and wonders 
appeared in 2:19 (see the discussion there; also 2:22, 43; 5:12; 6:8; 8:6; 15:12; 
19:11; 28:9; Jervell 1998: 370). The order of these two terms varies, with 
onpeiov (semeion) first, as here, in 4:30; 5:12; and 15:12. This is the 
consistent order in the epistles as well (Rom. 15:19; 2 Cor. 12:12; 2 Thess. 
2:9; Heb. 2:4). The other term, tépac (teras), never appears in the NT 
without the mention of onpeiov, and it is used sixteen times. The Lord is 
the key source of the activity. It is he who “bore witness” (Acts 13:22; 15:8; 
20:23). He supports the work of preaching the gospel. 


14:4 The city is split (&oyio®n, eschisthe). This verb is at the root of the 
English word “schism.” It vividly describes a division in the city. Some are 
for “the Jews.” Others favor “the apostles.” This incident is described in 
Acts of Paul 3.3 with additional detail that includes a famous traditional 
description of Paul: “And he saw Paul coming, a man small in size, bald- 
headed, bandy-legged, well-built, with eyebrows meeting, rather long- 
nosed, full of grace. For sometimes he seemed like a man, and sometimes 
he had the countenance of an angel.” We do not know if this description is 
accurate, but the citation is often noted. 

Acts 14:4, 14 contains the only use of the term “apostles” for Paul and 
Barnabas. Since Barnabas is included, this is a slightly broader use of the 
term than a technical reference to the Twelve. It is like the usage in 1 Cor. 
9:4-6, where it refers to a commissioned messenger, one sent out by the 
church into missionary work (2 Cor. 8:23; Phil. 2:25; Fitzmyer 1998: 526; 
Barrett 1994: 671-72).|1]Elsewhere the term is reserved for the eleven 
listed in Acts 1:13 and for Matthias (Acts 1:26). 


14:5-7 An effort is made to physically assault and stone them. The term 
üßpioan (hybrisai) refers to mistreating someone in an insolent manner 


(BAGD 831; BDAG 1022; cf. Matt. 22:6, of abused servants in the parable of 
the wicked tenants; Luke 18:32, of Jesus’s suffering; 1 Thess. 2:2). “Harass,” 


“molest,” or “physically intimidate” gives a good sense of this term. There 
is a desire to stone them either as false teachers or for teaching 
blasphemy, since that is what stoning indicated in a Jewish context. The 
plot comes from both Jews and Gentiles. Such variation in terms of the 
opponents occurs throughout the book. Though Jews are often most 
responsible, in other settings Gentiles join the opposition. On a few 
occasions Gentiles alone are responsible for opposition (as in Ephesus in 


Acts 18-19). Both populace and rulers are involved, so the opposition 
spans the whole society. It has the feel of mob violence, as in Acts 13:50 
(Polhill 1992: 312). The cooperation of Jews and Gentiles shows that the 
threat is seen as socially serious (see comments above on 14:2). 

The plot is discovered, and so they flee to Lystra and Derbe, eighteen 
miles south and fifty-five miles south-southwest of Iconium respectively. 
These two cities were part of Lycaonia. An important part of this area had 
been united with Phrygia, Pisidia, Pamphylia, and old Galatia to create a 
province in 25 BC. It lay on the Imperial Road connecting Antioch and 


Laranda (Barrett 1994: 673). Lystra was Timothy’s home. This area had a 
reputation for being somewhat “rustic,” where the people were not very 
learned (Béchard 2001). These people were regarded as militant, 


intractable, and “non-Roman” in their lifestyle (Strabo, Geogr. 12.6.2-5 
[described as having little regard for civil law, being full of robbers, a 
source of much trouble to the Romans, and living among the mountain 
caves that protected them]; 14.5.24 [living on food unmixed with salt and 


were either Greek or barbarians]). Hemer (1989: 110) calls it a “less 


developed part of Anatolia.” If so, the two scenes appearing early in Acts 
14 and involving exclusively Gentile audiences cover both the most 
civilized (Iconium) and the more rustic (Lystra, Derbe) parts of Gentile 


culture, a type of geographical inclusio that shows the gospel’s 
universality. At Lystra and Derbe they continue to evangelize. 

In sum, the pattern of preaching, acceptance, and rejection continues. 
Persecution again causes them to move on. Sometimes a ministry that is 
not accepted must do the same. 


Additional Notes 


14:2. Codex D makes an explicit reference to the “chiefs of the synagogues of the Jews and the 
rulers of the synagogues” and to the “persecution of the righteous.” At the end of the verse, it 
adds, “But the Lord soon gave peace,” making a cleaner transition to v. 3. Neither addition is 
original. 


14:7. Codex D again expands the original text, adding, “The whole of the multitude was moved by 
the teaching. But Paul and Barnabas remained in Lystra.” 


5. In Lystra and Derbe (14:8-20) 


The ministry in Lystra begins with the healing of a lame man (vv. 8- 
10). This is a simply told miracle story. The miracle leads the people 


to hail the preachers as gods (vv. 11-13). That Greeks might 


understand such an event this way is seen in Ovid, Metam. 8.611-724, 
where Jupiter and Mercury visit in the form of the mortals Philemon 
and Baucis (Schneider 1982: 156).[1] Marshall (1980: 237) also notes 
an inscription to Zeus and Hermes dated about AD 250, found in the 
area just outside the city, as well as a stone altar.[2] It would be 
wrong, however, to view this as simply a literary creation, as it has 
the feel of a historical event and these details fit the locale, as the 
archaeology suggests (Marshall 1980: 232-33 against Haenchen 1987: 
429-34), 

The two messengers react, remarking that the town’s acclamation 
of them as gods is blasphemy, tearing their garments, and addressing 
the populace regarding God’s gracious care for the citizens through 
God’s creation (vv. 14-17). This theme of God’s care functions as a 
preamble to the gospel, expressing a natural theology about God’s 
treatment of all people (Williams 1990: 247). The people are barely 
restrained from offering sacrifices to them (v. 18). But then, under 
pressure from Jews pursuing Paul from Antioch and Iconium, the 
people stone Paul and leave him for dead; he survives, however, and 
goes to Derbe (vv. 19-20). There is a rhetorical chiasm in the passage 
(Schnabel 2004: 1114).[3] 

The narrative is a combination of a miracle account and short 
summary that includes a very brief speech. The likely source is again 
the Pauline circle. Again the key theme is that Paul's work leads to 
opposition, even to the point of his being stoned and left for dead. 


Opposition is intensifying, including an act of violence, though those 
opposing Paul think they are acting against a false prophet. 

Unlike most other accounts in Acts, however, there is no mention 
of a synagogue, as the ministry begins with this healing (Marshall 
1980: 234) and focuses on a purely Gentile audience. The scene is a 
precursor to the visit to Athens in Acts 17. The account also shows 
the missionaries refusing to allow divine honor to come to them. 
They are simply servants of God. The healing account has parallels in 


Luke 5:18-26 and Acts 3:1-10; 9:32-35. 


Exegesis and Exposition 


8There was in Lystra a certain man sitting, who could not use his feet. He had been a cripple 
from the womb, who had never walked. 9This one listened to Paul speaking; and Paul, looking 
intently at him and seeing that he had faith to be delivered, 10said in a loud voice, “Stand upright 
on your feet.” And he sprang up and walked. 11And the crowd, seeing what Paul had done, lifted 
up their voices, saying in Lycaonian, “The gods in the likeness of men have come down to us!” 
12Barnabas they were calling Zeus, and Paul, because he was the chief speaker, they called 
Hermes. 13And the priest of Zeus, whose temple was in front of the city, brought oxen and 
garlands to the gates and wanted to offer sacrifice together with the people. 14" But hearing of it, 
the apostles ' Barnabas and Paul tore their garments and rushed out among the multitude, 
crying, 15“Men, why are you doing these things? We also are men, of like nature with you, and 
proclaim to you the good news, that you should turn from these vain things to the living God who 
made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them. 16In past generations he 
allowed all the nations to go their own ways; 17yet he did not leave himself without witness, for he 
did good and gave you rains and fruitful seasons from heaven, filling your hearts with food and 
gladness.” 18With these words they barely restrained the people from offering sacrifice to them. 

19But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium; and having persuaded the people and stoning 
Paul, they dragged him out of the city, supposing that he was dead. 20But when the disciples 
gathered about him," ` arising" ', he entered the city; and on the next day he went out together 
with Barnabas to Derbe. 


14:8-10 Luke begins the ministry in Lystra, a town made a Roman colony 
in 6 BC and founded twenty years earlier (Schnabel 2004: 1112-13 notes 
the significance of the city and its wealth).[4] The healing of a lame man 


recalls Jesus’s act in Luke 5:17-26 and Peter’s in Acts 3:1-10. This man has 
had the condition since birth and has never walked. Paul observes him 


intently and sees that he has faith. In contrast, in Acts 3:5 the lame man 
gazes at Peter and John. That the scene takes place in the open points to 
the lack of a synagogue here and also reflects the Greek practice of public 
oratory that was common among Greek philosophers (Le Cornu and 
Shulam 2003: 774). 

What Paul as a prophet realizes is that the man wants to be healed. The 
phrase éye1 niotiv Tod owðñvaı (echei pistin tou sothenai) should be 
rendered “faith necessary for the purpose of saving” (i.e., to be physically 
delivered, the common non-theological use of the term “salvation”). Here 


the genitive and the articular infinitive point to purpose (BDF §400.2; 
Moulton and Turner 1963: 141). What is likely meant here is faith to be 
delivered from his crippled condition, as the infinitive vwBñva1 points to 


some form of deliverance (BAGD 798 §1c; BDAG 982 §1c). Paul does not 
speak directly of spiritual salvation here. The picture of the miracle, 
however, moves in this more spiritual direction because the scene typifies 
the signs and wonders Paul and Barnabas have done (v. 3; Jervell 1998: 374; 
Luke 7:50; 8:12, 48, 50; 17:19; 18:42; Acts 4:9-12; 16:31). In addition, the 
spiritual remarks Paul makes when the crowd reacts to the healing point 
in this direction (vv. 15-17). Paul commands the man to stand, which leads 
him to spring up (fiAarto, hélato; aorist of éAAopat, hallomai, leap, spring up; 
cf. Acts 3:8) and proceed to walk (imperfect tense). This is Paul’s first 
public miracle in Acts. 

This is a crisply told miracle account. Two details are important. The 
stare (ateviouc, atenisas) and the loud voice (ueyaAn @wvij, megalé phone) 
were often used in Greco-Roman stories about the coming of the gods 
(Strelan 2000). These details suggest in part why the crowd reacts as it 
does. So does the description of Paul as a stranger, as often gods were said 
to appear unknown.[5] Of course, Luke denies this view about Paul and 
Barnabas, but the way the story is told places the impression of a 
supernatural source for their power. 

The sacrifices would be offered on the terrain of a pagan temple 
(Béchard 2000: 411; Schnabel 2004: 1116). The idea of the gods healing 
would not be foreign to Greeks who had made the association with figures 
like Aesclepius, who was seen as a god at Epidaurus in Greece during the 
fifth century BC (Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 776). The site is a monument 
to his claims. Numerous stele (tablets), seventy of which survive, record 


the claim of miracles (Charitonidou 1978:14). The gates mentioned in 
verse 13 are likely the gates of the temple (though city gates are also 
possible). 


14:11-13 The Gentile crowd, seeing the creative power in the crippled 


man’s healing, believes that Barnabas and Paul are gods. This is expressed 
with a summary aorist tense as they lift their voices (£nfjpav, epéran) to 
make the declaration that they are acclaiming them (with an imperfect 
tense, éxdAovv, ekaloun) as gods. Paul is compared to the god of 
interpretation, Hermes, and Barnabas, as the leader, is compared to Zeus, 
chief of the pantheon (v. 12). This detail suggests that Barnabas is the 


elder of the two. They are likely seen as “divine” men or sharing in a 
divine visitation.[6] Acts 28:6 describes a similar reaction to Paul. Barrett 
(1994: 676) suggests that they may be using local names of gods (Pappas 
and Men perhaps), which Luke translated into their equivalents; this is 
possible. 

At first the missionaries do not understand what is being contemplated 
because the people speak in their local dialect of Lycaonian. The priest of 
the temple of Zeus is prepared to offer a celebratory and commemorative 
sacrifice of thanksgiving, parading the oxen, dressed for the offering with 
garlands, that would have accompanied the crowd to the temple.[7] The 
relatively small temple by Greek standards would probably be located just 
outside the city or by the city gates and may have only one priest 
(Béchard 2001: 91nn22-23). Béchard contrasts the “enthusiasm” of this 
Greek scene to the intellectual climate of the other Greek scene at Athens 
in Acts 17. 

Barnabas and Paul want to be sure the right God receives the honor. 
Béchard (2001: 99-101) argues that Luke presents Paul and Barnabas as 
“self-authenticating” sages but in a Jewish light. This means that the 
language of turning (v. 15) evokes a sense of the presence of prophetic call 
from divinely sent messengers. Gentiles might have mistaken this call as 
coming from a sage. The goal of this reading is to distinguish between the 
Lycaonians, regarded as rustic in their response, and Paul and Barnabas as 
prophets who do not take advantage of the Lycaonians’ gullibility. Taking 
advantage of gullibility may have been an accusation made by some more 


elite people in the culture against the early church’s success among 


poorer people. Paul and Barnabas, however, are actually trying to enhance 
the people’s understanding. They are not taking advantage of them but 
are taking the people’s correct sense that the supernatural is present and 


pointing them in the right direction. These “rustic” people have a better 
intuition of what is going on than the elite, who simply want nothing to 
do with anything supernatural and tend to deny its presence in any kind 
of powerful or demonstrative way. 

In all of this, the power ofthe apostles is evident. This power must 
come from above; that much the crowd understands. These are not divine 
men, however, but simply servants ofthe one true and living God who 
works through them and authenticates what they are claiming. 


14:14 The apostles (see v. 4) try to stop the procession by tearing their 
clothes and addressing the crowd. In the OT and Judaism, the tearing of 
garments indicated that a blasphemy had been uttered against God (cf. 
Gen. 37:29, 34; Num. 14:6; Josh. 7:6; Judg. 11:35; 2 Sam. 1:2, 11; 1 Macc. 2:14; 
3:47; Mark 14:63-64; Matt. 26:65; m. Sanh. 7.5; Johnson 1992: 248). Their act 
would have gotten the crowd’s attention. Unlike most references to the 
two during the journey, Barnabas appears first, possibly because the 
crowd connects him with the higher god Zeus. 


14:15-18 Paul asks why (ti, ti) the crowd seeks to offer sacrifices when 
Paul and Barnabas are mere mortals (ópororraBeic, homoiopatheis, literally, 
of like passions; James 5:17; similarly, Acts 10:26). They are no different 
from anyone in the crowd, simply being creatures of the Creator God. 

The question “Why are you doing these things?” is really a request to 
stop (Haenchen 1987: 428; on ti, BDF §299.1). Their only goal is to bring 
the good news to the crowd that they should turn from vain idols (Rom. 
1:21) to the living Creator God. This is classic prophetic Jewish natural 
theology like that seen in Isa. 40-41 (Bruce 1990: 323; Acts 17:24).[8] This 
also is the first speech to purely pagan Gentiles in Acts, as Cornelius had 
an acquaintance with the God of Israel as a God-fearer (Gartner 1962; 
Downing 1982). It is a speech summary (Witherington 1998: 426). 

To this audience, Paul’s message is that they are to change orientation 
(Emiotp£geiv, epistrephein, turn) from vain and dead idols to the God who 


lives and is the creator of heaven and earth and everything in them (Luke 


1:16-17; Acts 3:19; 17:25-26). It is God as Creator who makes his creatures 
accountable to him. This point is the foundation stone of Jewish thought 


about the relationship between God and God’s creatures and is a classic 
way to address Gentiles. 


Beyond this there is something new in God’s relationship to Gentiles. In 
the past, God let the nations go their own way, but not so anymore. That 


former time is what Acts 17:30 will call “the times of ignorance.” In other 
OT and Jewish texts, such vain pursuit is called foolishness (Isa. 2:20 LXX; 

30:7; 31:2; Ezek. 8:10; Wis. 13:1; 3 Macc. 6:11). In Rom. 1:20 Paul goes on to 

suggest that the nature of this revelation among the Gentiles leaves them 
without excuse for not responding to the Creator God, a point Paul is now 
trying to drive home but with a more gentle emphasis (Polhill 1992: 316; 


Bruce 1990: 324; Rom. 2:14-16; 1 Cor. 1:20-21; against Haenchen 1987: 428). 
The absence of any mention of Jesus is striking but not surprising, as 
first there needs to be established that there is only one God (Deut. 6:4), to 


whom all are responsible and whose will stands revealed. The “living” God 


stands in contrast to and implies “dead” idols (Fitzmyer 1998: 532; Isa. 
37:4, 17; Hos. 2:1 LXX [1:10 Eng. ]; 4:15; Dan. 5:23; 6:27). God is the creator, 
who shows mercy and yet reveals much kindness in the creation. Polhill 
(1992: 316) argues that the message is cut short; this is possible. Jervell 


(1998: 376-78) calls the unit not a full missionary speech ofthe kerygma, 
but simply a polemical response to stop the sacrifice; this also is a quite 
likely reading of the unit. The chaotic nature of the scene may prevent a 
full missionary speech. Paul rejects polytheism here (Klauck 2003: 60), 
especially an effort to worship mere mortals. He holds to one God and one 
message of salvation. So that is what Paul preaches because he believes 
that the view is rooted in the activity and revelation of God. One cannot 
discuss Jesus without first establishing that God is one.[9] 

Paul declares that God is now more actively engaged with the nations 
than in years past. The dative toc Tapoxnuévarc yeveaic (tais 
paróchemenais geneais, in past generations) is temporal here (BDF §200.4). 
During past generations he allowed the nations to walk in their own way, 
but this is no longer the case. The verb eiaoev (eiasen, permitted) speaks of 


God’s lack of direct, active spiritual engagement with the nations. God 


allowed them to go “according to their own way,” where taic ódoic (tais 
hodois) is a dative of rule, indicating a standard of orientation (BAGD 212 
$1; BDAG 269 §1; Wallace 1996: 158). The verb ¿áw (ead, permit) can mean 
“leave [someone] alone.” There was no special revelation for the nations 
as Paul is giving now, although there were general revelation and care, as 
Paul notes in verse 17. God gives the rain, the seasons, and “food for the 
joys” of life.[10] This is the only reference to God's not lacking witness 
(Gpaptupov, amartyron) in the NT. God provided enough food and joy to 
satisfy them (éumimA@v, empiplon). This verb means “fill” to the full (BAGD 
256 $1; BDAG 323; Luke 1:53; 6:25; John 6:12; Rom. 15:24 are the other NT 
uses). The grace of the care of creation in rain, seasons, and fruit is also a 
prevalent idea in the OT: Gen. 8:22; Pss. 4:7; 145:15-16; 147:8-9; Isa. 25:6; 
Jer. 5:24; Eccles. 9:7 (also Luke 12:22-34). The term úyadoepyéw 
(agathoergeö, do good) is also rare in the NT (1 Tim. 6:18 is the only other 
NT occurrence). This may be a polemical and contextualized response to 
the idea of Zeus being kalakagathios, or “the one who does good and is 
fruitful,” a description of Zeus that has been uncovered in Phrygia and 
Pisidia (Schnabel 2004: 1118, who notes how well the speech fits the 
setting, which points to its credibility). God gives abundant care to all. 

Paul's speech barely restrains the crowd from sacrificing to the 
apostolic messengers, as verse 18 notes. This is the only occurrence of the 
verb katanalw (katapauö, restrain or bring to rest) in Acts; 10Atc (molis, 
scarcely) appears four times (14:18; 27:7-8 [2x], 16). 


14:19-20 Some time now has passed since verse 18. From nearby Antioch 
(13:50) and Iconium (14:5), the Jews who are keeping track of Paul show up 
and speak out against him. These Jews who are pursuing Paul ironically 
parallel the actions of Saul going to Damascus to take Christians into 


custody (9:1-2). These are religious zealots. Despite the healing miracle 
Paul performed and their initial excitement, the militant Jews stone Paul 
as a false prophet and leave him for dead (2 Cor. 11:25; Gal. 6:17; 2 Tim. 
3:11; fulfills Acts 9:16). This is a mob action. The quick reversal is not 
entirely surprising: if Barnabas and Paul had not brought the gospel, the 
crowd would have regarded them as Jews, but in Jewish eyes these two 


bring a false message and are a threat to Jewish faith. Perhaps the Jews 


emphasize the threat they represent to the Gentiles’ forms of worship, 
since some Jews are not interested in bringing Gentiles to faith. 

Barnabas is absent because he is not the speaker before the crowd and 
may not be present on this occasion. The disciples, probably from Lystra, 
surround Paul and help him to gain his feet and enter the city. Opposition 


again comes and intensifies in the Gentile context, but by God’s grace Paul 
survives (Weiser 1985: 353). 

The next day Paul leaves for Derbe. Derbe is a little more than thirty- 
five miles southeast of Lystra and so a few days’ journey by foot. It is on 
the frontier with Galatia (Strabo, Geogr. 12.6.3), the site today of Devri Sehr 
(Schnabel 2004: 1121). It is not entirely clear whether it was seen as a part 
of Galatia at this time. It was a stop on the road from Iconium to Laranda. 
This is the easternmost point of the journey, located right on the edge of 
the province of Galatia. Derbe, Lystra, and Iconium make a triangle in the 
central portion of Asia Minor. 

In sum, an effort to share the gospel divides a community. In Gentile 
areas, idolatry will be a powerful force against embracing the gospel. The 
way of life ingrained by idolatry will be hard to reverse in some areas. So 
reception and intense opposition exist side by side. Sensing the danger, 
Barnabas and Paul flee. Sometimes the nature of opposition means that it 
is time to move on and trust that those ministered to and responding will 
have the strength to remain faithful. As the next passage shows, however, 
they will do what they can by coming back and strengthening the 
believers, despite the danger. They will exhort them to continue in the 
faith and will teach them that opposition will be part of the believers” 
experience. They will also appoint leadership and leave in an atmosphere 
of spiritual dependence on God through prayer and fasting. 


Additional Notes 


14:14. Codex D has a shorter text here, simply reading the singular úáxodvoac ôé (akousas de, having 
heard) and dropping the term “the apostles.” There is a false concord here, as a singular form of 
the participle is linked to a plural subject. It is the more difficult reading but too poorly attested to 
be original. 


14:20. At various points, Western witnesses fill in gaps and expand the text, notingthe crowd 
leaving the scene at evening, in darkness, and having Paul get up with difficulty (Metzger 1971: 
425). 


6. Return to Antioch (14:21-28) 


In the conclusion of the first journey, Paul and Barnabas return to 
Lystra, Iconium, and Pisidian Antioch, encouraging these new 
communities to continue in the faith and warning them that 


tribulation may well come in the future (vv. 21-22). They also appoint 
elders for these communities, appointments that come with prayer 
and fasting (v. 23). They return to Pisidia, Pamphylia, and Perga 


before returning to Antioch (vv. 24-26). Here they report on what the 
Lord has done, especially in opening a door among the Gentiles. They 


remain in Antioch for a time (vv. 27-28). Now that Gentiles are 
entering the church in large numbers, how they should do so 
becomes an important issue. This will be the topic of Acts 15; the first 
journey is a bridge to that section of the book. 

In form, the account is a simple summary narrative with little 
detail about what takes place at each stop. There may be elements of 


church tradition and exhortation reflected in verses 22-23 (Schneider 
1982: 164). Its roots are in the Antiochene church and/or the Pauline 
sources. Paul and Barnabas remain concerned about and in touch 
with these communities after their ministry to them. Their primary 
goal is to ensure that solid leadership is put in place and that all 
understand what the walk of faith entails. This is shown in part by 
the missionary team's choosing not to take the shortest route home, 
which would have been to continue east from Derbe through Tarsus. 
Instead, they purposely retrace their steps (Witherington 1998: 428). 
Follow-up and nurture are a priority for them (Polhill 1992: 318). 


Exegesis and Exposition 


21After preaching the gospel to that city and making many disciples, they returned to Lystra and 
to Iconium and to Antioch, 22strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to remain in 
the faith, and declaring, “Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.” 
23Appointing elders for them in every church and praying with fasting, Paul and Barnabas 
committed them to the Lord in whom they had believed. 

24Then they passed through Pisidia, and came to Pamphylia. 25And speaking the word" "in 
Perga, they went down to Attalia 2and from there they sailed to Antioch, where they had been 
commended to the grace of God for the work that they had fulfilled. 27And arriving and gathering 
the church together, they were declaring all that God had done with them, and that he had 
opened a door of faith to the Gentiles. 28And they remained no little time together with the 
disciples. 


14:21-23 The two men preach the gospel in Derbe but meet no 
opposition, a point unique in Luke’s description of this journey. Instead 
they are engaged in the task of “making disciples” (naßnteboavteg, 
matheteusantes), an example of an intransitive verb having causative force 
even as a participle (Moulton and Turner 1963: 52-53). 

Next they bravely go back through Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch. There 
they encourage the believers in three ways: encouraging or strengthening 
their souls (Acts 15:32, 41; 18:23), exhorting their continued faith (11:23; 
13:43), and warning them about continuing tribulation. Souls can be 
induced to evil (14:2), and so they need strengthening (Schweizer, TDNT 
9:640). This is Paul's characteristic call and encouragement to believers 
who have embraced the gospel, so that they continue in the faith (see 
discussion on 11:23 and 13:43; 15:32; 16:40; 20:1-2; Rom. 1:11; 16:25; 1 
Thess. 3:2, 13; 2 Thess. 2:17; 3:3; Johnson 1992: 254). They are to “remain” 
(¿upiéverv, emmenein) solid with respect to the faith (tÑ niote te pistei), an 
expression close to the idea of abiding that one sees in John 15:1-7. This is 
a dative of reference or respect syntactically (Wallace 1996: 146). The verb 
appears only four times in the NT (Acts 14:22; 28:30; Gal. 3:10; Heb. 8:9). 
Such perseverance, however, will not come easily. It will entail tribulation 
(Phil. 1:28-30; 1 Thess. 3:3; 2 Thess. 1:5; Rom. 8:17; 2 Tim. 2:11; Bruce 1990: 
326, “no cross, no crown”; Schneider 1982: 166, “suffering before glory” in 
Luke 24:26). Sufferings and persecution will precede the full arrival into 
the kingdom.[1] 

Unlike other texts in Acts, where “kingdom” refers to God's entire 
program, here the term refers to the moment of final vindication that one 


enters after death (Barrett 1994: 686; 2 Tim. 4:18). Jesus addressed this 
issue in the Olivet Discourse (Luke 21:5-36, esp. 12-19). “Tribulations” 
could well be a reference to messianic woes that precede the end (on 
entering the kingdom, see Luke 18:25; John 3:5; Mark 9:47; 10:23-25). 
Haenchen (1987: 436) rejects this eschatological association, seeing the 
suffering as long past. Paul, however, sees all the events from the time of 
Jesus’s first coming to the end as eschatological and as part of birth pangs 
(Rom. 8:12-25: creatures and believers long for redemption in the midst of 
suffering). The great example of such a reassuring speech is the one Paul 
gives to the Ephesian elders in Acts 20. Christianity is now called “the 
faith,” pointing to the dynamic that drives the community. 

Paul and Barnabas appoint leadership for the churches and leave elders 
behind to oversee the congregations. They do so in each church, as the 
preposition kata (kata) is used distributively (BDAG 512 §B.1.d). The verb 
yeıpotovew (cheirotoned) means “select [someone] by raising hands” but 
came to mean “choose, elect, or appoint,” which is the meaning here (2 
Cor. 8:19 is the only other NT occurrence, where Titus is appointed; 
Josephus, Ant. 6.13.9 §312; Philo, Rewards 9 §54; EDNT 3:464—65). Paul notes 
such leadership in his letters.[2] Thus it is an exaggeration to suggest that 
these positions are a reflection of the post-Pauline church, although Paul 
does not use the term “elders” outside the Pastoral Epistles (see the 
discussion of Acts 11:27-30). Perhaps Luke applies a later, equivalent term 
to this function, but the role is surely likely to have already been present, 
based upon the analogy with Jewish leadership structures (Marshall 1980: 
241). Later churches appointed their own elders (Ign. Phld. 10.1; Smyrn. 
11.2; Pol. Phil. 7.2). There was more than one elder per community. Elders 
are mentioned in Acts 11:30 as those who receive the offering to relieve 
the famine in Jerusalem. Up to that point in Acts, “elders” referred to 
Jewish town leaders. Here we have the appointment of elders to lead a 
Christian community. This is the first mention that Paul and Barnabas 
appoint such leaders as they establish new believing communities. 

They commit them—and probably the church as a whole—to the Lord’s 
service. The verb napatiðnpı (paratithemi) means “set [someone] before 
another” (in Acts this verb appears four times: 14:23; 16:34; 17:3; 20:32). It 


is into the Lord’s care and safekeeping that Barnabas and Paul place these 


leaders in a context of prayer and fasting (BAGD 623 $2bß; BDAG 772 §3b). 
This is not a mere administrative exercise but a spiritual one, with prayer 
and fasting (13:2-3). TIapatißnnı also describes Paul’s action regarding the 
Ephesian elders in 20:32 (the other occurrences of the verb in Acts are 
non-theological: to bring someone to a house [16:34] and to set forth the 
content of something [17:3]). The faith of the community is expressed 
with a pluperfect (memoteúxe1cav, pepisteukeisan, had believed) in verse 
23, making a point about the ongoing nature of faith. 


14:24—26 Paul and Barnabas now return to the earlier churches to which 
they ministered in Pisidia and Pamphylia, including Perga, and also visit 
Attalia, the port near Perga. Located on the gulf of the same name, Attalia 
was the chief port of Pamphylia. Perga was already mentioned in 13:13, 
but now it is reported that evangelism takes place there. They have 
journeyed through the mountain paths of Pisidia to the lowlands of 
Pamphylia (Polhill 1992: 320). Then they return to the site of their 
commissioning in Antioch of Syria, where they were called and 
commended “by the grace of God” to this journey. The reference to the 
grace of God (tÑ xapıtı tod Beoð, te chariti tou theou) is yet another way to 
speak of God’s care in their safe return within the mission (15:40). The 
expression serves as a reminder that God’s grace has directed them and 
cared for them in their travels, even in the face of persecution. This 


passage looks back to 13:1-2. 


14:27-28 Now back at their sending church, they were reporting 
(ávnyyeAMov, anengellon, imperfect tense) to the gathered community all 
God had done in opening a door to the Gentiles, a topic still to be 
developed and in fulfillment of Paul’s call (15:4, 9, 11-12; 9:15-16). Antioch 
is described as a church that “commended” (napadeSopévot, 
paradedomenoi, v. 26) them to God’s grace (BDAG 762). The expression 
could also be translated “committed,” to stress God’s care. The point is 
that they were handed over to God. It is the Gentile mission that is the 
focus of the report, as God has given access to faith for the Gentiles, much 
as one can come through a door into a new place. The point of the 


metaphor here is access to God. The image of the door (Búpa, thyra) for 
evangelism is common in Paul (1 Cor. 16:9; 2 Cor. 12:2; Col. 4:3; 
Witherington 1998: 429). As always, God is the primary agent and initiator 


in the account. “Faith” has been a major theme in this journey (Acts 13:8, 
12, 39, 41, 48; 14:1, 9, 22-23; Johnson 1992: 255 notes that this prepares for 
15:9, 11). The church is described in the singular here (trv &xkAnotav, ten 
ekklesian), pointing to its larger unity and how the entire community 


shared in the sending. They stay in Antioch for an unspecified time. “No 


little time” is Lukan litotes (other examples: 12:18; 15:2; 17:4, 12; 19:23-24; 
27:20; Schneider 1982: 168n41). 

In sum, this passage completes the first mission, but it shows a sense of 
ongoing pastoral care. Above all, they have left leadership behind to 
continue the work. This is why Paul and Barnabas make sure elders are in 
place. What this does not mean is that now that others are in place, Paul 
and Barnabas are no longer concerned for the community that has been 
planted. Communities formed are not ignored once their founders move 
on. Rather, there is an abiding connection that also means that return 
visits can take place. Too many communities lose track of those they send 
out into ministry or of those who have ministered to them in the past. In 
addition, many ministers leave a community and then are never heard 


from again. But the attitude here is not “gone and forgotten.” It is of a 
family that is left behind for other responsibilities but that is still precious 
enough to care for when possible. 

Another way this connection is maintained is by the reports about what 
God is doing elsewhere. Here it is the sending church that is the 
beneficiary of hearing what God is doing. Missionaries are also not to be 
sent, gone, and forgotten; a line of communication is to remain so that 
both communities can be connected and blessed by seeing how God is 
working and binding them together. 
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Additional Note 


14:25. The MSS B, D, and Byz read “speaking the word” (AaArjoavteg ... Tov Aöyov, lalesantes ... ton 
logon; Acts 11:19; 16:6). Other MSS add at the end either tod Beoð (tou theou, of God; P”*, E) or tod 
Kupiov (tou kyriou; of the Lord; X, A, C, Y, 33, 81, 326, 614). The variation among the additions and 
the shorter text support the originality of “speaking the word.” 


V. The Mission from Antioch and the Full Incorporation of Gentiles (13:1-15:35) 
A. The First Missionary Journey (13:1-14:28) 
> B. Consultation at Jerusalem (15:1-35) 


B. Consultation at Jerusalem (15:1-35) 


Acts 15 isa central chapter in terms of both its location in Acts and the 
theological issue it presents. Fitzmyer (1998: 538) notes that Acts 1-14 has 


about 12,385 words in English translation and Acts 15-28 has about 12,502 
words. So we are right in the middle of the book. This passage shows the 
church decisively addressing the question of Gentile involvement in the 
new community. What should be the basis of their inclusion? This is a 
major point of concern in Acts. The resolution issuing from the 
consultation at Jerusalem is an affirmation of Gentile inclusion and 
equality with Jews. The hope that Jesus represents is designed to bring 
reconciliation between people as well as between people and God. After 
this chapter, the role of the Jerusalem church recedes into the background 


until Acts 21. For example, Peter’s last appearance in the book is in this 
chapter. From here on, the main theme is the gospel going out into allthe 
world. 

We call this meeting a consultation. It is not a council in the later 
technical ecclesiastical sense (so correctly Jervell 1998: 403n741).[1] It 
includes more than the apostles and engages the Jerusalem congregation 
in a major way. 

This chapter has been the object of much scholarly discussion as to its 
timing and authenticity. We will consider these issues before examining 
its structure and potential sources. It might seem odd that such a 
conference is necessary given what took place in Acts 10 and the 
discussion in Acts 11. But the size of the Gentile response and the passing 
of time leads to reflection on, and perhaps reconsideration of, how 
Gentiles should be received into the church. The debate now is not 
whether Gentiles should be included but on what basis they should enter 
the community (]. J. Scott 1997). 


For Jews to whom the law has been important, how to relate all of this 
to the law is a crucial question (Williams 1990: 256). The question is, How 


can Gentiles ignore God’s covenant law? Also, How can fellowship occur if 
Jewish Christians keep the law, especially dietary practices as a rule, but 


Gentiles do not (Marshall 1980: 242-43)? Does the issue of uncleanness 


emerge if Gentiles ignore the law? Both Gal. 2:11-14 and Acts 15:20 show 
that table fellowship and issues of uncleanness are major issues in the 
discussion. Such issues and their implications need to be sorted out. How 
can law-observing Jewish Christians and law-ignoring Gentile Christians 
coexist?[2] 

The solution some propose is to make Gentiles respect the law and at 
least be circumcised. This view is like that espoused by Philo, a Diaspora 
Jew (Migration 16 §§89—94; Bruce 1990: 329; such a dispute is noted in 
Josephus, Ant. 20.2.4 8838-46; b. Sanh. 56b). First Maccabees 1:11-15 shows 
the importance of such issues to Jews. Circumcision was a covenant sign 
that predated the Mosaic law in the tradition (Gen. 17:9-10). So the 
argument surely was that to be among the people of God one has to 
partake of the sign of the Abrahamic covenant and be tied to promises God 
made to him. If anything in the law should be followed, it should be the 
covenantal sign that reaches back to Abraham. Of course, the NT never 
tells us the detailed argument from the other side, but surely it was 
something close to this.[3] 

Paul and Barnabas take another view. Let the Gentiles in without 
circumcision. Gentiles do not need to become Jews in order to be 
Christians. As Paul argues in Galatians, salvation is by faith by means of 
grace through Christ’s work, not by works of the law. The problem is 
significant enough that one community alone should not resolve it. On 
this, all agree. So a meeting is called. 

The scholarly debate over the event's timing concerns this event’s 
relationship to Gal. 2 and the connection of Gal. 2 to Acts 11:30. For those 
who think a choice is possible, two views exist. (1) Acts 15 could equal Gal. 
2:1-10 (Gutbrod, TDNT 4:1065-67, “certainly no invention of Aclts]”; 
Williams 1990: 257-59; Polhill 1992: 321-22; Fitzmyer 1998: 539-40; Jervell 
1998: 4041745), or (2) Acts 11:30 equals Gal. 2 (Bruce 1990: 330-31; 
Marshall 1980: 244-25; Witherington 1998: 440-42; Schnabel 2004: 987-90). 


Johnson (1992: 270) appears to make no choice in the historical debate 
over the timing, apparently regarding it as unresolvable. Part ofthe 


question is how to relate Paul’s two visits to Jerusalem and how Paul’s 


notes in Gal. 1:18-19 and 2:1-10 fit into this scheme. Normally, Acts 9:26— 
30 is seen as matching the first visit. It is the second visit that is a matter 
of discussion for those who see historical merit in this material. 

Other scholars question the entire scene, representing a third approach 
to the issue. For example, Haenchen (1987: 457-58, esp. 463, where he calls 
it intrinsically impossible), building on Dibelius (1956: 93-101, originally 
published in 1947), distinguishes Luke’s literary work from his historical 
work and questions the historicity of this meeting and the production of a 
decree. This view is followed by Bornkamm in TDNT 6:663, who sees the 
authority over the entire church of the Jerusalem elders in the council as 
not historically credible. This overarching role for the Jerusalem elders, 
however, exaggerates their function, since representatives of other 


churches are present. Dibelius (1956: 100) says, “Luke’s treatment of the 
event is only literary-historical and can make no claim to historical 


worth.” For Haenchen (1987: 458), the goal is to create an impressive, 
animated scene to make an imprint on the mind. 


This is far too skeptical a reading of Luke’s work. There is little doubt 
that such debate existed in the early church. We should not confuse 
selectivity with creativity and overplay the differences in the account. 
There is enough overlap in what we shall trace to suggest that this 
skeptical reading is overdrawn. 

A fourth view exists that sees historical roots without being clear about 
timing issues. Barrett (1998: xli) argues more subtly that Luke reflects the 
compromising views of his own time and projects them back into the past. 


His explanation is that “this makes better sense than to suppose that he 
[Luke] invented a fictitious story to conceal the horrid truth about the 


church’s past.” He goes on to say that this use of “controlled imagination” 


Luke did not achieve with “complete success.” In this, Barrett accepts the 
observations of F. C. Baur, but in a tighter time frame. 

Yet even this reading is too skeptical. Yes, tension and conflict existed 
before the council, but this meeting went a long way toward resolving 
many of these matters. Yet, Luke is clear that this meeting did not solve 


everything, as James’s request to Paul in Acts 21 shows. So we get not 


“perfect peace” here but only a basic solution. As such, the scene has more 
credibility than Barrett allows. The first two options open up the 
likelihood that Luke has well summarized a complex debate. 


Marshall (1980: 244-45) opts for Acts 11:30 equaling Gal. 2. Against an 
equation of Acts 15 and Gal. 2, he notes the following points: (1) Galatians 
2:2 is a private meeting, not a public one as in Acts 15. (2) Galatians 2 lacks 


any mention ofthe conditions of Acts 15. (3) How could Gal. 2:11-14 


happen after a decree like that in Acts 15? (4) Galatians 2 is Paul’s second 
post-conversion visit to Jerusalem, and Acts 15 is his third. (5) How can 
one accept the silence of the council when the letter of Acts 15 is to the 
Galatian region? The strength of this view is that it argues that the decree 
came after Galatians was written, explaining its silence on this major 
meeting. 

Another variation argues that the basic agreement was made in Acts 
11:30 but the formal agreement occurred in Acts 15, without Paul present 


(Catchpole 1976-77), but this view also has problems. It is argued that the 
supposed fusion of Acts 15 and Acts 11 is required because Paul would not 
have accepted a compromise like that presented in Acts 15. This ignores, 


however, that Paul himself said he was a “Jew to Jews and a Gentile to 
Gentiles” (1 Cor. 9:19-20), showing flexibility in his own approach. 
Marshall (1980: 246) argues that Paul opposed unchastity (1 Cor. 6:9) and 
eating meat clearly offered to idols (1 Cor. 10:25-28), two of the items 
specified at Jerusalem in Acts 15. The debate in Rom. 14, he continues, 
may well have included food with blood in it. So three of the four 


recommended prohibitions made to Gentiles make appearances in Paul's 
letters. This shows that Paul could well have accepted such a compromise, 
although he preferred to make an independent argument for such points. 


Marshall (1980: 244) notes how similar the restrictions are to Lev. 17-18, a 
point this exegesis will detail later, so that there is OT precedent for such 
limits. As long as such issues were seen as related not to salvation but to 
community peace, Paul could have lived with such advice. Bruce (1988a: 
285) seems to suggest that Paul may have tolerated this ruling but really 
preferred a more open policy, which is what his letters reflect. This may 
be the case. 


Schnabel (2004: 988-89) makes the following points in supporting the 


Acts 11 visit equaling Gal. 2: (1) Galatians 2:1 speaks of Paul’s second visit 
to Jerusalem, which equals Acts 11. (2) The visit was the result ofa 
revelation, which connects to the revelation to Agabus about the famine 


in Acts 11:27-28. (3) Both texts mention material needs in Judea. (4) 
Contrary to the claims of some scholars, the Gentile mission is noted in 


the visit at Acts 11:19-26. (5) The absence of any mention of Peter is a 
difficulty but is solved by noting that the leadership in Jerusalem had 
already changed by this time, and the famine relief was brought to these 


“elders” ofthe church. Schnabel goes on to suggest that the leaders 
discussed some issues here related to Gentile mission, but circumcision, a 
key topic of Acts 15, was not one of them. Another study by Zeigan (2005: 


463-84) also goes this way, with three of his four reasons largely parallel 
to Schnabel. He also notes that itis a (1) second visit (2) with a similar 
context and (3) a collection as a key part. The new feature Zeigan adds is 
the harmony that resulted from the event, at least for the short term. 
Williams objects to connecting Acts 11:30 with Gal. 2 for the following 
reasons: (1) The apostles are not mentioned in Acts 11:30 but are in 
Galatians. (2) How could Titus be present in Acts 11, given that he is 


mentioned in Gal. 2 but not in Acts 11? (3) Why did the Gal. 2:11-14 
controversy concern dietary practice and not circumcision? (4) Can one 


place the Galatian commendation of Paul and Barnabas's work among the 
Gentiles this early, before the first missionary journey, rather than after 
it? He goes on to add that a commendation assuming a Gentile mission 


this early makes Acts 13-14 appear to be unnecessary. (5) Can Acts 11:30 
fit the chronology, since AD 46 is the latest this event could take place and 
Paul mentions both three- and fourteen-year periods preceding this time 
in Gal. 1:18 and 2:1? (6) Paul is subordinate to Barnabas in Acts 11:30 but 


does not seem to be so in Gal. 2. On the issue of Paul's not mentioning the 
decrees and the continued trouble, Williams simply says that not all easily 


accepted the decision. Peter”s inconsistency in Gal. 2:11-14 is explained 
because dietary issues are raised, which is a different area. The difference 
in count in the enumeration of the visits is attributed by Williams to the 
fact that Paul numbers only important visits in Galatians. Since the famine 


visit recorded in Acts 11 was not relevant to this debate, it was not 
counted in Galatians. 

The objections Williams raises can be answered, for the most part, by 
the fact that Luke chose to discuss the Gentile problem in detail in Acts 15, 
where it was decisively resolved. This could well mean that not allthe 
details ofthe Acts 11 visit are noted by Luke. He simply reports the relief 


effort. The advantage of Acts 11:30 equaling Gal. 2:1-10 is that then the 
rationale for why Galatians does not mention the decree becomes 


transparent: it had not yet taken place. The “fight and dissension” in the 
community that Acts 15:2 notes are still in process when Paul writes to the 


Galatians, as both 2:1-10 and 2:11-14 show. 
A decision on the issue is not straightforward or clear. It seems, 


however, that an identification of Acts 11:30 with Gal. 2:1-10 has fewer 
problems, although it is the less common view. The major problem with 
the view is that it collapses Pauline chronology into a very tight package. 
But it also more clearly explains why Paul did not mention this decree in 
Galatians. All the other differences may well reflect different concerns and 
choices of the biblical writers. Luke saves the discussion of the resolution 
of the Gentile problem until the big meeting. Paul, in defending his 
understanding of the gospel, highlights his more independent defense of 
his views and thus notes in more detail his own involvements. 

The authenticity of the contents of this meeting is also disputed. 


Barrett (1998: xxxvii-xxxviii) lists seven points of tension within Acts that 


this chapter raises. They are as follows: (1) Acts 15:1-2, 5, 7a speak of a 
violent debate, but the overall tone of the chapter reflects only 
agreement. (2) Acts 11:18 appears to settle this issue, yet here we are again 
in debate in Acts 15. (3) What Peter says about the law being a burden says 
too much against the law in light of the rest of the book of Acts. (4) Paul 
and Barnabas say too little, given their importance in the dispute. (5) 


James's use of the LXX does not fit one who represents the Hebrew 
community (see below). (6) The prominence of the decree here stands in 
contrast to how little is said of it elsewhere (see below). (7) What was the 
issue of the council, salvation only or more? 

Most of these issues are simply cases of authorial selection or simply 
require not overreading the account. For example, that the full debate is 


not laid out in Acts 15 reflects Luke’s choice not to drag the reader 


through everything that took place but to focus on the factors that led to 
resolution. The fact that the topic of how Gentiles are related to the law 
came up again after Acts 11:18 was already treated above. In Acts 11 Luke 
is concentrating on famine relief and notes the acceptance of Gentiles but 
not the details that became more sensitive concerns as time passed. The 
possibility that some wished to revisit the initial solution also cannot be 
ruled out. Anyone who has worked with controversial matters knows that 


revisiting a controversial decision reflects human nature. Peter’s remarks 
about the burden of the law need to be seen in light of a debate over 
salvation, not its function as guiding some practice. The minor role of Paul 
and Barnabas simply reflects the situation of a council engaging the entire 
church. It leaves the resolution outside the hands of the key protagonists 
who created the need for the meeting. The goal is a churchwide solution, 
and so it is not surprising that there are other major players. After the 
basic decision was made, the council then in its communication to the 
churches treated the implications beyond salvation that also needed 
addressing. 


Barrett (1998: xxxviii-xxxix) goes on to note four issues that arise 
between the Acts account and the Pauline Epistles: (1) There is the 


relationship already noted between Gal. 2:1-10 and Acts 15, with Barrett 
concluding that these are the same event. (2) A reference to a decree is 
absent in Galatians. (3) The Acts council comes as a result of a visit of 
Judean Christians to Antioch whereas in Galatians it is a visit of people 
from James who create a division between Peter, Barnabas, and others 
from the Christians in Antioch (this difference can be explained if Acts 15 
does not equal Gal. 2). (4) Differing portraits of Paul are presented in the 
two accounts. The tension is that Paul compromises in Acts 15 whereas he 
seems to refuse to do so in Galatians. 


Two important issues in Barrett’s list remain: issue 5 and issue 6 in 
combination with Pauline issues 2 and 4 noted just above. 


Issue 5 concerns James’s use of a Greek version of Amos 9:11-12 to make 
his argument, a point that seems initially surprising for one who 
represents the Jewish Christian position. But this would have been a 
regionwide discussion, and the use of Greek here would not be unlikely. If 
James were conciliatory, then his use of a Greek rendering would only 
solidify the point. 


Issue 6 is the absence of reference to the decrees in Paul's letters. He 
does not mention them even in Rom. 14 and 1 Cor. 8-10, where they seem 


relevant. This also raises questions about the different portraits of Paul's 
strength of reaction in Acts versus Galatians. The contrast and silence do 
seem odd. This silence can be tempered, however, by the fact that Paul 
desires to make his own case for how to handle such questions. This 
Pauline independence may be present because the decrees were not as 
effective in squelching dissent as the leadership may have initially hoped. 


Paul's own position of being sensitive to the “weaker” brother is a general 
reflection of the decision made here. 
Johnson (1992: 270) provides valuable remarks about how the general 


portrait of this event and its essential conclusion reflect this debate’s 
historical resolution in the church’s early decades. God’s mission to the 


Gentiles was a gift and calling of God, with Paul's work being legitimized 
in the process. Johnson, however, overplays the literary role of Luke being 
less concerned with what happened than with what should have 
happened. This distinguishes narrative truth from referential truth too 


greatly for a writer such as Luke, but Johnson's basic point that Paul and 
the council run the same track is on the mark. It is more precise to say 


that both Paul's letters and Acts cover the topic with a selectivity that 
makes bringing all the details together difficult, not because either played 
fast and loose with the facts but because they made different choices and 
had different concerns and emphases. 


The passage has three key units. The problem is presented in 15:15. 


The discussion and decision emerge in 15:6-21, with the key speakers 
being Peter, recounting his experience with Cornelius, Paul and Barnabas 
relating what God did in the journey, and James speaking in support of 
them, using Scripture. This effectively reviews the content and 


significance of Acts 10-14 and fits rhetorical style in Greco-Roman 


contexts (Chariton of Aphrodisias, Chaer. 3.4.4-18; 8.7.1-16; Johnson 1992: 
268). It is likely that Luke has taken a longer deliberation and boiled it 


down to core elements that relate to his own account (Jervell 1998: 404-5). 
What Luke recounts are the key events that led the church to discern as a 
community what God desires. In the discussion is an interesting 
interaction between what God clearly has done and what Scripture says, 


and these come together into a solution. James makes clear that it is more 
than what Amos alone says that makes James’s point, as the prophets 


(plural) agree with his argument. The final major unit is 15:22-35, where 
the letter is both composed and sent with commissioned messengers. The 
result is a compromise sensitive to Jewish conscience. The letter reports a 
fourfold recommendation for Gentiles to abstain from things sacrificed to 
idols, food placed in blood, food that has been strangled, and immorality. 
The decision reflects a cross-cultural concern and sensitivity for the 
conscience of some whose sense of freedom does not match the rest ofthe 
community. This is the only official formal decree in Acts (Johnson 1992: 
268). 

The issue of sources is also debated by scholars, depending on how one 
views the historicity of the account. Barrett (1998: 710) has a nice 
summary of the various options and combinations proposed. He proposes 
that Acts 15 and Gal. 2 match, that James and Paul did not agree with each 


other, and that Paul did not agree with the decree (1998: 710-12). This 


solution looks too much like the old Tübingen school, which placed Paul 
and James in irreconcilable tension with each other. It also opts to accept 


Paul’s account over that of Luke. But it is better to see Gal. 2 as a different 
event and to see Acts 15 as a solution that set the basic outline for 
resolving the problem. It may well be that Paul was not entirely happy 
with the outcome— which might explain why he never mentioned it— 
but, for the sake of community unity, accepted it as a workable, if not 
ideal, solution. 

Schneider (1982: 176-77) discusses the theory that some material came 
from Antioch (15:1-4 and 12b) and another, possibly Jerusalem, source 


utilized by Luke dealt with the decree (15:5-12a, 13-33; also Weiser 1985: 
376; Pesch 1986b: 72, 74, who also suggests what came from where; Jervell 


1998: 404-5 is for multiple traditions at work). Schneider also considers 
the possibility that two separate ideas were combined: the Antiochene 
conflict and a later compromise solution. This view is common among 
commentators. Fitzmyer (1998: 540) prefers a combination of Pauline 
source material and Antiochene sources. 

The origin of the sources is not clear, and the possibility of a multitude 


of sources for this event is likely. Luke’s summarizing narrative and 


condensed account of what was a much longer deliberation make precise 
delineation of sources difficult. 

In sum, the scene is important because it completely legitimates the 
Gentile mission. It also establishes faith alone rooted in the grace of God 
through Christ alone as the principle of inclusion, and it does so by 
showing continuity with the promises of old. The new faith and practice 
are actually rooted in old promises, making the faith an old one in its 
roots. The idea that circumcision is necessary is emphatically refuted in 


the chapter. Peter calls that idea “testing God” (v. 10). James tells the 


brothers to stop bothering the Gentiles (v. 19). God’s initiative must be 
appreciated for what it is: a full inclusion of Gentiles without making them 
Jews. Galatians 2 and Acts 15 will not be compared to each other in the 
exposition of the chapter, since the view here is that the two scenes are 
distinct, One thing that is not made clear from the chapter is how Jewish 
believers are to view the practice of keeping the law. On this point, if Paul 
is a guide, there are two options: (1) keep the law scrupulously for the sake 
of evangelizing Jews, or (2) be less scrupulous for the sake of Gentiles (1 
Cor, 9:19-22; Rom. 14-15). Each person is to do what conscience permits 
without imposing a requirement on someone who has different 
convictions. 


1. The Problem (15:1-5) 


Most of the major issues tied to this paragraph were discussed in the 
preceding section. This unit introduces the problem that leads to the 


meeting, with verses 1-2 and 4-5 greatly overlapping. The difference 


is that verses 1-2 cover the situation in Antioch whereas verses 4-5 
treat the situation when the emissaries arrive in Jerusalem. The two 
locales mirror each other in their concern. In the middle stands verse 
3, where Luke summarizes the response to Gentile inclusion and 
notes how God has acted. It hints at the rationale for welcoming the 
Gentiles in without additional restrictions. 


Exegesis and Exposition 


1But some men" * coming down from Judea were teaching the brothers and sisters, “If you are 
not circumcised " * according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2And when Paul and 
Barnabas had no small tension and debate with them " ”, Paul and Barnabas and some of the 
others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders " * about this 
question. 3So, being sent on their way by the church, they came through both Phoenicia and 
Samaria, reporting the conversion of the Gentiles, and they were giving great joy to all the 
brethren. *Comingto Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and the 
elders, and declared all that God had done with them. 5" But some” believers who belonged to the 
party of the Pharisees arose, saying, “It is necessary to circumcise them and to command them to 
keep the law of Moses.” 


15:1-2 Some Jewish believers from Judea raise the question of Gentiles 


following the law. Also mentioned is “the custom of Moses” (1@ ¿Bel TO 
Muboéwc, to ethei to Möuseös; Acts 6:14). This is a dative of cause or rule, 


“because of the custom of Moses” or “according to the custom of Moses” 


(BDF 8196; Moulton and Turner 1963: 242; Wallace 1996: 155). This phrase 
may refer to Jewish tradition, but this is uncertain since the command to 
be circumcised comes directly from the Law itself, issued in connection 


with the patriarch Abraham (Gen. 17:10-14). On the other hand, verse 5 
suggests that it is not circumcision alone but keeping the law that is the 
issue. In addition, the decree covers more than circumcision, suggesting 
that the discussion is wide-ranging, with circumcision the most sensitive 
question. 

The question is introduced as a third-class condition, showing an 
element of openness to the matter as Luke states it (Wallace 1996: 699). In 
particular, the concern is the command to be circumcised, the roots of 


which go back to God’s command about the “sign” of belonging to God’s 
people, a fundamental association independent of the laws given by Moses 
to Israel. 

Who are these brothers from Judea? Two plausible views exist: (1) they 
may be messengers from James (Gal. 2:12) who exceed their authority by 


insisting on circumcision, or (2) they may be “false brothers secretly 


brought in” (Gal. 2:4) to spy out Paul and company. (Nowhere is it clear 
that they hold the view of James; they are merely associated with him and 
his congregation.) Either way, they clearly are zealots when it comes to 
keeping the law, although there is a logical consistency in their view that 
had some appeal. In their view, without such covenantal faithfulness, 
salvation is not possible. This would be an issue only for Gentiles having 
just come to faith because Jewish Christians would have already been 
circumcised. So must a Gentile become like a Jew to be a genuine 
Christian? This is a key question at this important Jerusalem Council. 

The question is logical, but it produces tension and debate (otácews kai 
(nmoewc, staseös kai zeteseös), especially given what has already been 
done. Paul and Barnabas are on the side of the issue opposite these 
Judeans. The term “tension” or “dissension” indicates that the division of 
opinion runs deep; it refers to a serious lack of agreement (BAGD 764 83; 


BDAG 940 83; Acts 23:7, 10; Josephus, Ant. 18.9.9 8374). In other contexts, 
the term can refer to ariot or revolt (Acts 19:40; Luke 23:19, 25), showing 


the intensity ofthe term’s force. They decide to go to Jerusalem to meet 
over the question. The issue is too important to be left to a local decision. 


It is clear from the way Luke presents the council that the answer will not 
come from Paul, Barnabas, or those opposed to them but that the apostles 
and elders (4nootoAouc kai mpeoButepouc, apostolous kai presbyterous) will 
adjudicate this crucial question in Jew-Gentile relations (Zritnna, zetema, 
question, issue; all five NT occurrences are in Acts: 15:2; 18:15; 23:29; 25:19; 
26:3). 


15:3 As they were journeying (öirjpxovto, diérchonto, imperfect tense) the 
250 miles to the council through Phoenicia and Samaria, Barnabas and 
Paul are reporting (&xöınyoünevoı, ekdi@goumenoi) on Gentile conversions, 
a topic of joy to all of them (14:27). The term for “report” (exöınyeonaı, 
ekdiégeomai) appears only here and in 13:41 in the NT (OT occurrences 
include Ps. 117:17 LXX [118:17 Eng.]; Hab. 1:5; Sir. 34:9; Johnson 1992: 260). 
It refers to a full report that sets the tone for the council to follow. Gentile 
conversion is a positive thing that God is doing. The term gmotpoqn 
(epistrophé) refers to a change of thinking, a “turn” in orientation, and so a 
conversion; this is the noun form of the verb émotpéow (epistrepho, turn). 
It is the only place the noun is used in the NT, although the verb is 
frequent in Acts (3:19; 9:35, 40; 11:21; 14:15; 15:19, 36; 16:18; 26:18, 20; 
28:27). Polhill (1992: 324) calls this journey almost a “campaign trip,” 
which overstates the matter slightly, but there is no doubt that there is 
wide enthusiasm for what God is doing through them. 


15:4-5 Their arrival is welcomed or received (mapedéyOnoav, 
paredechthésan) by the church, apostles, and elders. The use of ártó (apo) 
here indicates means: reception is by means of the church (Moule 1959: 
73). They report (ävriyyeidav, anéngeilan, aorist) what God has been doing 
through them. As Luke quickly notes, the positive reception is from most 
of the church, even as others rise up (¿favéotnoav, exanestesan) in 
contention against them. The complaining party is a group of Jewish 
believers of Pharisaic background. Paul has similar roots but does not 
share their view of how Gentiles should relate to the law. 

Marshall (1980: 248) suggests that this is not the table fellowship issue 
raised by the men sent by James, mentioned in Gal. 2:12, but involves a 
more conservative group taking a more radical position, which explains 
why James speaks against them later. This is one of the reasons Marshall 


does not equate Gal. 2 and Acts 15. The group may also have some 
members who went to Antioch, as noted in verse 1, but this point is not 


explicitly made. The term “party” (aipévewc, haireseös) refers to a distinct 


subgroup that has distinct beliefs (BAGD 23 §1a; BDAG 27-28 §1a). It is not 
a pejorative term here equal to our sense of heresy (correctly, 
Witherington 1998: 453n381). The term is used descriptively of the 
Sadducees in Acts 5:17, of the Pharisees in 26:5, and of the Christians in 
24:5, 14 and 28:22. All of this suggests that Luke presents Christianity as a 
natural extension of Judaism because promises given originally to the 
Jews are now offered in the new community formed by Jesus the Messiah. 
There also are different views among the earliest Christians that now will 


begin to be sorted out. The church is not a “monolithic block” (correctly, 
Williams 1990: 267), nor is the portrayal as ideal and absent of tension as 
some critics of Acts suggest. Luke is honest about debated points in this 
early period. 

This group makes two demands: Gentiles are (1) to keep circumcision, 
as also noted in verse 1, and (2) to keep the law. Luke uses the term öei (dei, 
it is necessary) to make the point, and so they are arguing that such 
compliance is a divine necessity. These believers, who are also Pharisees, 
think that Gentiles should live like Jews, but this would make the inclusion 
of Gentile believers awkward by requiring them to become like those of 
Israel. The position is similar to making them Jewish proselytes, but the 
council deliberations suggest that a new era with new means of 
administration has come. 

Acts 15:5 restates the problem introduced in 15:1 but with more detail 


(also Gal. 5:2-3, where Paul argues that circumcision, if it is observed as 
part of the law, requires that all the law be observed for salvation). 
Circumcision is a key part of the law but is not all of it for Pharisees. The 
necessity of circumcision includes the importance of the law for this 
viewpoint. The view probably is rooted in claims made from texts such as 
Gen. 17:10-14 and Deut. 5:28-33 (Fitzmyer 1998: 546). Williams (1990: 262) 
appeals to Exod. 12:48-49 and Isa. 56:6. 

In sum, ever since the Maccabean period (1 Macc. 1:10-15), Jews 
anxious to remain faithful to God were sensitive toward the keeping of 
Jewish legal distinctives in order to continue to affirm Judaism, but now 
the question is whether Gentiles affirming faith in Jesus should also 


observe such practices for salvation.[1] The issue is not whether Gentiles 
should be included in the community but the specific requirements for 
their inclusion. This is the crucial issue introduced in this section of Acts. 


The resolution follows in the deliberations of verses 6-21. 


Additional Notes 


15:1. The issue comes from those of the Pharisee sect, according to Y, 614, and 1799 (see v. 5, 
where Pharisees are noted). In a separate addition, D says that the issue is not just circumcision 
but also not walking according to the custom of Moses, which is noted in verse 5. Neither of these 
readings is original. 


15:2. Codex D has Paul arguing that converted Gentiles should stay as they are when converted 
(i.e., uncircumcised). In a separate addition, it argues that the Jerusalem group orders them to go 
to Jerusalem to be judged. One can sense in these additions in D that the reaction against 
Judaism is stronger in this MSS tradition. These poorly attested additions are not original. 


15:5. Codex D sees this party as including those who originally went down from Judea and 
complained in Antioch, as noted in 15:1. The repetition between verses 1-2 and verses 4-5 in the 
original text leads some to suggest that Luke is combining sources here that had very similar facts 
(Bruce 1990: 334). 


2. The Discussion and Decision (15:6-21) 


Luke summarizes what is certainly a much longer discussion. That 
there is much debate is indicated in 15:6—7a, but then we see a series 
of three key speakers: Peter (15:7b-11), Barnabas and Paul (15:12), 
and James, whose remarks resolve the matter (15:13-21). His views 
are expressed in verses 13-18, and his solution, which is adopted, 
appears in verses 19-21. This leads to the composition of a letter and 
the sending of messengers (15:22-35). Peter sets the stage by 
detailing what God originally did. Barnabas and Paul underscore it 
with a word about the recent activity. James says that Scripture 
parallels and explains what has been described. The three together 
summarize what Acts 10-14 has already presented in detail, with the 
missionaries’ remarks along with the teaching of Peter and James 
serving as theological commentary. 

The likely sources for such an event include those rooted in 
Jerusalem and in Antioch, although Fitzmyer (1998: 544, 552-53) sees 
two distinct sources from Antioch telescoping two somewhat distinct 
events. What may well suggest Antioch for some of the source 
material is that Barnabas is listed before Paul in 15:12, a perspective 
like what appears in the text before the first missionary journey. It is 
not clear why two distinct events are suggested. The idea that the 
injection of dietary matters reflects another setting fails to see the 
unity of perspective from a Jewish point of view, where issues of 
circumcision and law are often closely connected to each other. 
James is simply making explicit what also needs to be settled when a 
cross-cultural topic is raised. Such moves in expanding the topic are 
common in NT discussions of this type (Acts 10, visions; Mark 7:1-23; 
Luke 11:37-54). 


The passage is acombination of narrative summary and short 


addresses. As Barrett (1998: 709-10) notes, the extensive spread of 
the gospel into the world among Gentiles is the result of this decision 
and is the central concern of Luke in Acts from this point on. 


Exegesis and Exposition 


6The apostles and the elders were gathered together to take a look at this matter. “And after 
there had been much debate, rising up" ”, Peter said to them, “Brothers, you know that from the 
very start God chose from among you that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the 
gospel and believe. 8And God who knows the heart gave witness to them by giving them the Holy 
Spirit just as he did to us; 9!and he made no distinction between us and them, having cleansed 
their hearts through faith. 10Now therefore why do you test God by placing a yoke upon the neck 
of the disciples that neither our fathers nor we have been able to bear? 11But through the grace of 
the Lord Jesus we believe that we are saved, just as they are.” 

12And " ” all the assembly became silent; and they listened to Barnabas and Paul relate what 
signs and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles. 13After they finished 
speaking, James replied, “Brothers, listen to me. 14Simeon has related how God first visited the 
Gentiles, to receive a people for his name. 15And with this the words of the prophets fit together, 
as it is written, 16‘After these things | will return, and | will rebuild the dwelling of David, which has 
fallen; | will rebuild its ruins, and | will set it up, 1/that the rest of men may seek the Lord, and all 
the Gentiles who are called by my name, 18says the Lord, who has made these things known from 
of old. 19Therefore | judge that we should not trouble those of the Gentiles who turn to God, 20but 
should write to them to abstain from the pollutions ofidols "and from unchastity” and from 
"what is strangled” and from blood " ”. 21For from early generations Moses has had in every city 
those who preach him, being read every Sabbath in the synagogues.” 


15:6 The apostles and elders gather to discuss the question. Literally, the 
text speaks of “looking at this matter” (iSeiv nepi tod Aóyov tovtov, idein 
peri tou logou toutou). The entire community’s involvement is similar to 


Acts 6:1-2, but there is one difference. Here it is the apostles and elders 
who deliberate, whereas in Acts 6 only the apostles are involved. 


15:7-9 After much debate (Znmoewc, zeteseös), Peter makes a key address 
with a review of his experience with Cornelius, the third time Luke has 


recounted this event, indicating its importance (Acts 10; 11:1-18). The 


detail tells us that Luke is summarizing, as none ofthe debate ofthe 
various sides is laid out for the reader. 

Peter goes back to the “days of the beginning” (ip? nuepóv dpyaiwv, 
aph’ hemerön archaiön), or the start of these recent events concerning 
Gentiles. He has gone back as much as a decade in time.[1] God chose from 


“among you” (the leaders who are being addressed and are deliberating) 
through “my mouth” (that is, Peter) to present the gospel to Gentiles. 


Williams (1990: 263) notes how the expression of “through the mouth” 
appears in Acts only when Peter speaks (1:16; 3:18, 21; 4:25). Peter starts 
with God's initiative and keeps the emphasis there. 

God chose (é&€A€Eato, exelexato) Peter to give the word of the gospel to 


Gentiles. The idea of God's choice occurs a few times in Acts. God chose to 
work through the patriarchs (13:17), and chose the one to replace Judas 
(1:24).[2] In effect, Peter is the apostle for the breaking of the good news 
to the Gentiles. The key fact is that as Peter presented the word of the 
gospel and called Gentiles to faith, the Spirit was given to them just as it 
had been given to Jewish believers at the beginning, an allusion to Acts 2 
(11:17). This gift comes from God, who knows the heart. It was an act by 


which God bore witness to their genuine response and God's acceptance of 
them. What is important here is that God gave the Spirit without any 
circumcision being done. God accepted Gentiles as they were when the 
Spirit came. The theological implication here is that the Spirit would not 
have come to indwell Gentiles unless they are completely accepted and 
cleansed. 


Peter’s description of God's initiative and understanding in acting is the 
key to the argument. Also crucial is the presence of the divine gift of the 
Spirit identifying the arrival of the new era of promise in Acts 2 and 10 


(2:4; 10:44-47; 11:15-17). Peter had nothing to do with how Gentiles were 
to be included. God has acted and shown the way. If anyone should be 
blamed for this new departure, it is God (Bruce 1988a: 290). Does Peter see 
this as an internal circumcision of the heart (Jer. 4:4; 9:26; Rom. 2:29; 
Polhill 1992: 326)? If so, he does not say so, referring rather to the related 
idea of cleansing the heart, a connection that shows how baptism 


represents new life (Ezek. 36:24-26). Peter is more interested in God's 
taking the lead in disclosing his approval and its timing. God does the 


work of washing their hearts clean. This divine washing takes place in the 
context of faith. So the entire work reflects God’s directive. 

The noun evayyé¿Mov (euangelion, gospel) appears here for the first time 
in Acts and is used only one more time (20:24). Here Peter summarizes the 
proper response to the gospel as faith, a key term for response in Acts 13— 
14 (13:8, 12, 39, 41, 48; 14:1, 9, 22, 27). 

The first conclusion Peter makes is that God equally receives both Jews 
and Gentiles, a point he made in his speech to Cornelius in 10:34-35. There 
is no distinction between them when it comes to access to salvation 
(10:20, 34; 11:12; Eph. 2:11-22). 


15:10-11 Peter now strengthens his point and asks rhetorically, “Why do 
you test [ti nepaCete, ti peirazete] God?” This is really a declaration not to 
test God. God has revealed himself and shown how Gentile hearts are now 
cleansed without circumcision. The idea of testing God is a strong 
warning, as it is used in Exod. 17:2 (Barrett 1998: 717; also Exod. 15:22-27; 
Num. 14:22; Fitzmyer 1998: 547; in Luke-Acts: Luke 4:2; 11:16; Acts 5:9). 


Those who are complaining cannot trust God and follow God's way. So 
they will test God's goodness. In fact, the yoke of doing every aspect of the 
law should not be placed (émBeivar, epitheinai) upon the Gentiles at all, 
since this is a burden no one, not even Jews, have been able to bear. This 
infinitive gives the means by which God is being tested inappropriately 
(Moule 1959: 127). Even though the action involves people, it is God and 
God's way that is being challenged. Here is the only use of the term yoke 
(Zuyóc, zygos) in Acts. It refers to a frame placed around an animal’s neck 
to restrict its movement (BAGD 339 81; BDAG 429). 3] 


Le Cornu and Shulam (2003: 823-26) have a long treatment of “yoke,” 
viewing its use in Judaism as positive, so they conclude that Peter cannot 


be criticizing the law here. They think Peter’s point is that the law is 
yoked together as one (to keep it, one must keep it all). The point is that 


Jews and Gentiles both benefit from God's grace equally. However, one 
should see here not a point about the unity of the law or a problem with it 
as law but an inability that the law fosters. As Paul explains in Rom. 7, the 
law is holy, but its demands cannot be met; it cannot be kept by people 
who sin in reaction to it. 


Gaventa (2003: 216) sees the term as positive, so that Luke’s view is not a 
problem with the law but with Israel’s ability to keep it (also Jervell 1998: 


392-93; Acts 7:53). Peter is arguing that these requirements place more 
restrictions on Gentiles than God has done by his act of saving Cornelius 
and create a weight that does not allow one to complete a task, just as 
Israel has failed. The topic here is Gentile salvation and the law, not the 
value of the law in witness to the Jews. 

This does not mean that there is no value in practicing the law in order 
to reach out to Jews, as the decree itself will show. Barrett (1998: 719) 
overplays the differences here and argues that this remark cannot be 


anything that reflects Peter’s real view, as it sounds too Pauline. There is a 
shadow of the old Tübingen critical view here (see Polhill 1992: 327; Acts 
13:38-39; 1 Pet. 1:8-12; Bruce 1990: 337; Witherington 1998: 454-55). Other 
occurrences of Zvyóc in the NT are also figurative (Gal. 5:1; 1 Tim. 6:1; 


Matt. 11:29-30 in contrast to Matt. 23:4, which is like Luke 11:46). 

Peter gives his theological conclusion in verse 11. It reads almost like a 
confession of faith. Salvation is through grace by the work of Jesus. What 
this implies is that salvation is not through works of the law, as the 
complaining group from the Pharisees would require. The reference to the 
grace or gift of God is placed forward in the Greek construction for 


emphasis. God's grace as it relates to the Lord Jesus has opened the way 


for both Jews and Gentiles to experience God's blessing. This comment 
gives no place to the law in terms of salvation (Gal. 5:6). God is now doing 
his work through what he is doing through Jesus. Peter also emphasizes 
and underscores the theological equality of Jew and Gentile when it comes 
to matters of salvation, for what he says about grace applies to both 
groups. This is the last we see of Peter in Acts. 


15:12 The assembly became silent (¿oiynoev, esigesen) as a result of Peter’s 
remarks (an ingressive aorist, Moulton and Turner 1963: 71). It is here that 
Barnabas and Paul make their only remarks at the meeting as Luke 
summarizes it. They recount how God worked with signs and wonders 
(Acts 2:22, 43) among the nations. That God would work miracles in the 


midst of the Gentiles is another divine indicator for Gentile inclusion (“it 


shows divine approval”; Barrett 1998: 721). After 13:2, it is only here and in 
15:25 that Barnabas is named first.[ 4] 


15:13-14 James, who represents the Jewish Christian contingent in 
Jerusalem (12:17; 21:18-24), now speaks in support of Peter, calling on his 
audience to listen (2:22; 7:2; 13:16; 22:1; 24:4; 26:3). The use of peta (meta) 
plus the infinitive places the timing of James’s remarks after Peter’s 
(Moulton and Turner 1963: 143; Wallace 1996: 595). James refers to Peter 
using his Jewish name, Simeon. Fitzmyer (1998: 552-53) suggests that in 
the original source this was Simeon Niger of Acts 13:1, but such a 
connection is not at all transparent. James's note about Peter’s recounting 
of events uses a verb (£&ny£onaı, exegeomai, narrate) similar to the noun 
Luke uses in Luke 1:1 (öırjynoig, diegesis, narrative), where tradition about 
Jesus is discussed. James concludes that what God has done is receive a 
people from among the Gentiles (Aaßeiv €& ¿8vóv, labein ex ethnön) who 
will represent God and bear God’s name in the world. 

The term “people” (Aaoc, laos) is significant because it often refers to 
the people of God (Acts 7:34; 13:17), as it does here. In the OT, this term 
refers to Israel (Deut. 26:18-19; 32:8-9; Ps. 134:12 LXX [135:12 Eng.]), 
although Zech. 2:11 (2:15 LXX) uses it to refer to Gentiles as a part of 
renewed Israel (Polhill 1992: 329). Another allusion is also possible: it may 
parallel Deut. 14:2 and/or 26:18-19 and picture a call to Gentiles similar to 
the one Israel experienced (Schneider 1982: 182; Barrett 1998: 724). The 
phrase “people for my name” is not in the LXX but is common in the 
Palestinian Targum, so there may be traces of an idiom common in Jewish 
contexts, although its application to Gentiles is surprising (Codex Neofiti I 
on Exod. 19:5-6 and 22:30; Dahl 1957-58). Even a committed Jewish 
believer such as James can see and affirm that Gentiles can be included 
among believers directly without having to become Jews. This is an 
innovation of the new era that Jesus and the distribution of the Spirit on 
Gentiles have brought. Bruce (1990: 339) notes that these Gentiles are 
sheep not of this fold (John 10:16). Also significant is the term 
ETTLOKENTTOHAL (episkeptomai, visit), for it refers to a miraculous or a 
messianic visitation that God has directed (Luke 1:68, 78; 7:16; 19:44; T. 
Levi 16.5; 1 En. 25.3; Larkin 1995: 222). Luke’s uses suggest a messianic 


visitation (only 7:16 might be an exception). James’s remarks are full of 
theological terms and ideas. 

The people of God are now found in the new entity God has formed in 
the church. The passage is not entirely about Israel (pace Jervell 1998: 394). 
It addresses the rebuilt Davidic house and the new kingdom work Jesus 
started with the Spirit at a point Peter earlier called the beginning, in Acts 
11:15-18 (cf. 1:3-5 about Acts 2). This new community is in continuity 
with the promise made to Israel of the past but is a fresh work of God 


(Matt. 16:16-20) and results in a new work and institution. 


15:15-18 James now notes how the teaching of the prophets matches or 
agrees with the inclusion of the Gentiles. The verb ovupwvodo1iv 
(symphonousin) literally means “share the same sound,” and thus “match” 
or “agree” (BAGD 780 §1a; BDAG 960-61 §1). The only other occurrence in 
Acts is when Ananias and Sapphira agree to deceive the church (5:9; other 
NT occurrences: Matt. 18:19; 20:2, 13; Luke 5:36). The reference to the 
prophets is important. James's point is not just about this one passage 
from Amos; rather, this passage reflects what the prophets teach in 
general, or what the book of the Prophets as a whole teaches. Other texts 
could be noted (Zech. 2:11; 8:22; Isa. 2:2; 45:20-23; Hos. 3:4-5; Jer. 12:15— 
16). James is stressing fulfillment, for the prophets agree with what Peter 
has described. This is not an affirmation of analogous fulfillment but a 
declaration that this is now taking place. God had promised Gentile 
inclusion; now he is performing it. Paul cites a string of OT texts on this 
theme in Rom. 15:7-13. 

James's quotation matches Amos 9:11-12 LXX with material in verse 18 
from Isa. 45:21. Jeremiah 12:15 may be the source for the opening “After 
these things I will return,” but this is less than clear, since the phrases 
may be only a transition into the citation that shows how James sees the 
timing. Amos 9:12 MT refers to Edom and looks to its judgment as well as 
its inclusion during the rule of David's restored dynasty. As Fitzmyer 
(1998: 555) says, “Yahweh promises the prophet that the Davidic line will 
be restored, and God's people will inherit what is left of Edom and other 
nations that will be called God’s people.” In the LXX all the peoples seek 


the rebuilt kingdom that comes from the restored Davidic line. Edom now 
refers to all humanity. The key difference is that in the MT a people group 
is conquered and incorporated whereas in the LXX all people seek 


incorporation. Ádna (Ädna and Kvalbein 2000: 125-44) argues that the 
text has Hebrew roots, and he defends the authenticity of its use in this 
scene. 

Whether there is a wordplay here between Edom and Adam, given their 


similar sounds, could be discussed. Bruce (1988a: 293-94) and 
Witherington (1998: 459) note that two changes in the Hebrew make the 


shift. One comes from changing the verb “possess” (yaras) to the verb 
“Seek” (daras). The other involves a shift from Edom to Adam. This kind of 


wordplay is known as “al tikri” (Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 833). They see 
James adopting the LXX view, which has recast the MT. Larkin (1995: 223) 
defends the idea that the LXX is closer to the original Hebrew whereas the 
MT reflects a corruption, but this, though possible, is less than clear 
(Witherington 1998: 459). James uses a shortened version of the LXX and 
follows the common Jewish practice of not always citing the MT but 


making use of a respected alternate text. Witherington (1998: 456-57) calls 


the form deliberative rhetoric. Bauckham (1996: 160-61) also accepts the 
adoption of the LXX against Haenchen (1987: 448), who argues that a 


Jewish Christian would never use such a text. Barrett (1998: 726-28) takes 
Luke as the source of the citation in this form, not James, because of the 
deviation, making too much of it. Bruce (1990: 341) notes that the MT can 
also be read in a way that agrees with James, since the new community 
could be seen as having a claim of possession on Gentiles, and so the 
difference in rendering is not significant, moving in an explicitly positive 


direction. Polhill (1992: 329) notes that the key idea of Gentiles “called by 


my name” is in both versions of the citation. 
James shows deference and sensitivity in the debate by citing the Greek 
version of the OT text, which the Gentiles would recognize. The passage 


declares the rebuilding of the dynasty of David, fulfilled here in Jesus’s 
messianic arrival, along with the current inclusion of Gentiles. God is 
acting to perform his work of restoration through Jesus, much as Acts 3 
declared. The reconstructed booth of David, for James, portrays the place 
of the rule and benefits that come through the Messiah, Jesus. The current 


community now preaches about these benefits to Gentiles, who can also 


be included among God’s people (Acts 2:30-36; 13:32-39). The rebuilding 
ofthe dynasty does not refer just to the resurrection (but so Schneider 


1982: 182-83; Haenchen 1987: 448). God’s hope does not call for proselytes 
to Judaism but for a fresh work in Jesus (Larkin 1995: 224). The reference 


to “nations” agrees with verse 14, so that the Jewish link-word technique 
gezerah shewa appears again (on this Amos text, see CD 7.16; 4Q174 1.12- 
13). Gentiles are also “called by my name,” as God is now actively 


including them in the call to faith (Acts 2:21, 32-36; 9:14; conceptually, 
13:48). 

The goal of this rebuilding work is to allow the rest of humanity, not 
just Jews, to seek God. This fulfills not only the promise to David about his 
line but also a commitment to Abraham that through his seed the world 


would experience blessing (Gen. 12:3; Acts 3:25-26; Gal. 3). Thus James 
argues that this Gentile inclusion is part of the plan of Davidic restoration 
that God through the prophets said he would do. The prophets affirm 
what is taking place now. So both divine events and Scripture sustain the 


church's inclusion of Gentiles. This is the only occurrence of the verb 


éxCntéw (ekzéted) for “seeking” in Acts (the use in Heb. 11:6 is like its use 
here, describing those who seek God as men of faith). 
The remark that God has made these things known from of old is a way 


to say that these things were revealed and form a part of God's plan. The 
new way was revealed and is really an old promise. The phrase “known 


from of old” (yvwota An’ aidvoc, gnösta ap” aiönos) recalls Isa. 45:21. Bruce 
(1990: 341) cites the OT texts about Gentile inclusion that Paul quotes in 


Rom. 15:8-12, to show that the church had a collection of such inclusion 
texts that reflected its understanding of God's plan. 


15:19-20 James argues that the Gentiles who turn with faith to God 


should not be burdened with issues of the law. Luke’s description of the 
response as turning is consistent with other texts in Acts (3:19; 11:21; esp. 
14:15 and 26:18). No obstacle should be put before them. The verb 
rrapevoxdéw (parenochleö) means “cause unnecessary trouble or difficulty” 
(BAGD 625; BDAG 775; EDNT 3:38). This is the term's only occurrence in the 


NT. It appears in the LXX in Judg. 14:17, where it refers to Samson being 
bothered by Delilah, and in 1 Macc. 10:35, where it describes the pestering 
of Jews during feasts. In effect, James agrees with Peter’s point in 15:10. 

The council asks Gentiles to be sensitive about four matters and to 
refrain from them. The verb änexw (apechö) means “avoid contact” with 
something (BAGD 85 $3; BDAG 103 85). To be avoided are (1) the pollution 
that comes from idols (4Moynuátov tæv eid@Awv, alisgematön tön eidölön; 
Mal. 1:7); (2) immorality, probably associated with pagan rites and temple 
prostitution (nopveiac, porneias); (3) strangled things (rviktob, pniktou); 
and (4) blood matters (aipatoc, haimatos; for the Jewish background, Str-B 
2:729-39). This list reappears with slight variation in Acts 15:29 and 21:25. 
The only two occurrences of ártéxw in Acts concern this decree (vv. 20, 29). 

The word GAioynua (alisgema, pollution) appears only in this verse and 
is not repeated in the NT, not even in 15:29 or 21:25, where the limitations 
reappear. Nor does the term appear in the LXX. The verb form appears in 
Dan. 1:8; Mal. 1:7, 12; and Sir. 40:29, where it concerns the eating of food 
and suggests a kind of desecration (see 4 Macc. 5:1-2 for a conceptual 
parallel using terminology that appears in 15:29; also Lev. 17:7; Exod. 20:4). 
It seems that pollution associated with idols and their rituals is in view. 

The association with sexual immorality appears also to have a cultic 
dimension. The only three occurrences of nopveia in Acts are in contexts 
where these limitations on behavior are in view (15:20, 29; 21:25). A 
similar use may appear in Rev. 2:21, and the occurrences in Rev. 14:8; 17:2, 
4; 18:3; and 19:2 show its cultic leanings. Fitzmyer (1998: 557-58) sees a 
connection to various intrafamilial relationships like those that appear in 
CD 4.12-5.14a, a view that is possible, as it is connected to Lev. 17-18. 

The reference to things strangled is also rare, being absent in the LXX. 
The verb nviyw (pnigö, strangle) appears in Matt. 13:7; 18:28; and Mark 
5:13, where it refers to plants choking other plants or to pigs drowning. 
This likely is a description of what happens with sacrifices or meals 
among Gentiles. The result of this form of death is that blood often is not 
drained from the animal (Gaventa 2003: 222). Philo (Spec. Laws 4.23 §§122- 
23) describes such a practice. 


The reference to blood appears to be drawn from Lev. 17:10-14 
(Bietenhard, TDNT 6:457-58; also Gen. 9:4; Lev. 3:17; 7:26-27; 19:26; Deut. 


12:16, 23, 25, 27; 15:23; 1 Sam. 14:32-34; Ezek. 33:25; Wis. 12:2-5). The key 
here is the association of life and blood. Leviticus prohibits eating blood or 
meat that has not been properly drained of blood. This reflects a Jewish 
concern over the sacred nature of life as possessed in the blood (1 En. 7.5; 
15.4; 98.11; Jub. 6.7-16; 7.28-29; m. Ker. 1.1; 5.1), but this does not extend to 
the kinds of restrictions the rabbis imposed (Bietenhard, TDNT 6:457). Still, 
the term is not a secondary addition to the text as Bietenhard suggests. It 
is too well attested and yet too rare a term with this cultic force to have 
been added in several places later (only Hebrews uses the term frequently 
with a cultic force). What may have been particularly offensive was the 
Gentile priest tasting the blood of the sacrifice (Witherington 1998: 464). 
The expression that Gentiles have turned from idols to the living God may 
well have such idolatrously connected practices in mind and may well 
serve as more than an abstract statement about conversion (1 Thess. 1:9- 
10). Witherington (1998: 465-66) also points to 1 Thess. 4:1-9 as the ethical 
dimension of the decree in Paul (other traces include longer discussions of 
idols or morals and Christians in 1 Cor. 5-6; 8-10). 

In all likelihood, this is a request to be faithful to the one true God, to be 
moral in worship, and to have sensitivity to issues of unclean animals and 
eating strangled animals without draining the blood, as Lev. 17:13-14 and 
18:6-30 suggest. The limitations are probably to keep relations from 
becoming strained in amixed community of Jews and Gentiles as well as 
to warn about association with idolatry. It is quite likely that the 
prohibition relates especially to attending pagan temples and what goes 
with them. Witherington (1998: 462-65) argues for this background 
exclusively but may go a step too far. He also argues that this isnot an 
appeal to Noahic law from Gen. 9:3-4, where no issues of meat are 
mentioned (also rejected as the single explanation by Barrett 1998: 734). 
He notes that the limitations are not an attempt merely to invoke Lev. 17— 
18 (but so Conzelmann 1987: 118-19 and Jervell 1998: 397). Rather the 
issue is the burden of adding the law to Gentiles, an idea that has been 
specifically excluded by the argumentation already made at the council by 
Peter. 

Barrett (1998: 734) shows how Lev. 17-18 cannot explain all the topics 
noted here. Key ideas present in the limitations (things strangled and the 


pollution of idols) are not present in these OT texts. It is also clear that 
this list deals with more than table fellowship although that is part of the 
concern (Conzelmann 1987: 118; Williams 1990: 266; Bruce 1990: 342). 

The list seems to reflect an ethos instead of being the invocation of a 
specific text. In Judaism this ethos is summarized in a text such as b. Seb. 
7b, where idolatry and the shedding of blood are prohibited and chastity is 
urged. As such, the list is not so much about the law as having a spirit of 
sensitivity about that which may cause offense. The reason some texts 
seem prominent is that they contributed to the overall ethos that the 
limitations seek to represent. There is good evidence that such limitations 
were observed in the church for some time (Williams 1990: 268; Rev. 2:14, 
22; Justin Martyr, Dial. 34.8; Eusebius, Eccl. Hist. 5.1.26; Tertullian, Apology 
9.13). There is a cultural sensitivity here where the issue is not 
establishing a fixed set of practices but respecting the practices of others 
and not forcing oneself on another because of such views (Larkin 1995: 


225). In German, these limitations are called the Jakobsklauseln, or “James 


clauses,” which is agood description of them (Wikenhauser 1961: 173). 
They display a cross-cultural concern that leads to harmony. Nonetheless, 


Paul in Rom. 14-15 expresses a similar type of cross-cultural concern, so 
that the spirit of what is invoked here can be seen in the self-styled 
apostle to the Gentiles as well. 


15:21 James refers to the fact that Moses is read each week in the 
synagogue, to indicate the need for sensitivity. The note about the reading 
of Moses shows a missionary concern. The point is that the law is read 
each week to Jews, and so one should be sensitive to Jewish concerns (see 


1 Cor. 9:19-23 for the practical principle explained).[5] Johnson (1992: 267) 
notes that the practice of reading Moses is long-standing (“from ages 


past”), widespread (“in every city”), and regular (“every Sabbath”). The 
remark makes one of two points: (1) Moses is read every week, so be 
sensitive to those who read him; or (2) as a Gentile, if you need more 
guidance as to Jewish concerns, these can be determined by hearing 
Moses, who is read regularly in the synagogue (Marshall 1980: 254). It is 
not entirely clear which meaning is intended, but the point either way is 
that Gentiles should show sensitivity to Jewish concerns. A third sense, 
looking back to verse 19, is that Moses still has a great following (noted by 


Bruce 1988a: 296). This is less than likely, as it really does not contribute to 
James’s rationale and verses 20-25 point in the direction of the other 
explanations. 

In sum, we see the church in deliberation about a disagreement whose 


resolution paved the way for the church’s future. Several points emerge. 
First, however deep the original disagreement, the meeting allowed both 
sides to speak and relied on what God had done, as well as what Scripture 
teaches. The result, a compromise, led to an understanding that may not 
have completely satisfied anyone. Nevertheless, each side agreed that it 
could live with this agreement and that it would be wise to be sensitive to 
all the groups, given the differences in the cultures that made up the new 


church. 


Stott (1990: 255-57) summarizes two additional, complementary 
lessons. On the one hand, salvation by grace is an issue of Christian truth 
that is not to be compromised. No particular work of the law was added as 
a requirement for salvation or membership in the new community. 


Salvation cannot be a matter of human works. It is about receiving God's 
grace from start to finish. Faith means relying only on what God has 
provided in terms of forgiveness and the benefits of salvation that come 
with it. On the other hand, Christian fellowship means that grace should 
be shown for differences that are not central to the truth of salvation, as 
an expression of love. This deference preserves the church and protects it 
from fragmentation. In his discussion, Stott notes that Luther spoke of 
Paul as being hard, even adamant, on the gospel but soft and flexible when 


it comes to love—or, as Stott notes that John Newton said, an iron pillar in 
essentials and a reed in nonessentials. 

In terms of character, we see in both Peter and James figures who trust 
each other enough to engage each other and listen to each other as they 
frame a solution by the leading of the Spirit. Part of what drives them is a 
mutual love that is “sensitive to the scruples of others” (Fernando 1998: 
425). James takes the lead in seeking harmony with a point of view his 
instincts may have originally sought to oppose. As long as the gospel is 
not compromised, then diversity of expression can be tolerated. We see 
Paul discuss this principle elsewhere, as in Rom. 14-15, where 
nonessential issues of food and days are left to each person’s conscience 
instead of Paul imposing one approach on everyone. 


Another implication emerges here: Jewish believers are free to practice 
the faith in their way, just as Gentiles are not required to come under the 
law. The principle is that neither side sees salvation as the issue in 
following these practices. 

A final consideration, which the next passage makes clear, is that 
interpreting the results of such meetings for the rest ofthe community is 
also an important practice. What is communicated is an agreement by the 
entire church, not a rehashing of what the original sides may have held. 


Additional Notes 


15:7. Codex D and 614 add a reference to Peter rising up “in the Spirit” (see 15:29 and 32 for 
similar additions that make clear the source of the actions). 


15:12. The Western text expands by referring to the elders agreeing with Peter and becoming 
silent along with the whole assembly, probably a reference to no more debate from the 
opposition. 


15:20. Codex D lacks the reference to things strangled, possibly because it was redundant to a 
degree with animals not drained of blood. Codex D also adds a negatively expressed version of 
the Golden Rule—“Whatsoever things they do not wish for themselves, do not do to others” (in 
Judaism, b. Sabb. 31a and Tob. 4:15). This move to have the decree be more ethical than ritual may 
reflect a shift of concern at the time of the Western text (Bruce 1988a: 296). Yet another, earlier MS, 
p*, lacks any reference to immorality, making the decree almost exclusively ritualistic. 


3. The Reply and Messengers (15:22-35) 


The final section of the council passage contains two steps: the 
writing of the letter (vv. 22-29) and the sending of the emissaries 
bearing it (vv. 30-35). The letter basically repeats the decision made 


by the Spirit and the leaders (vv. 25, 28-29). The emissaries are to 
read the letter, which encourages the church and exhorts it to 


faithfulness (vv. 31-32). Paul and Barnabas remain in Antioch and 
instruct the church there. A parallelism of structure exists between 


verses 22 and 25. Fitzmyer (1998: 562-63) sees the Antiochene source 


as behind Luke’s information about the letter but argues that the 
decision was from the Jerusalem church and James, not the apostles 
and elders. This view relies on the known theological emphasis of the 
Jerusalem church. His rationale for splitting the decision into two 
steps relies significantly on identifying Acts 15 with Gal. 2, but this 
identification has already been questioned above. What speaks in 
part for authenticity here is the central role given to the Jerusalem 
church at the council, when the rest of the book mostly ignores that 
congregation. It is not clear, however, what would motivate a 


“created” story or detail to place the apostles and elders there and 
leave them in a minor role. This has the look of a unique event, where 
the dynamics were such that the surprising argument from the most 
theologically conservative element sealed the agreement. The letter 
does not represent a pattern of activity between the churches but is a 
specific letter for this specific issue. Once this decision is made, local 
implementation is assumed. These actions are taken for the unity of 
the church. It shows not only how the interrelationships among early 
church communities function but also how they are to handle their 
diversity with discernment and deference. Furthermore, it also 


evidences the mutual respect that the various communities have for 
each other. 


Exegesis and Exposition 


22Then itseemed good to the apostles and the elders together with the whole church to choose 
men from among them and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They sent Judas called 
Barsabbas, and Silas, leading men among the brothers, 23writing the following letter: “The 
apostles and the elders to the brethren who are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, 
greetings. 24Having heard that some persons from us have troubled you with words, unsettling 
your souls, although we gave them no instructions, 25it has seemed good to us, having come to 
one accord, to choose men and send them to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, 26who 
have dedicated their souls for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ" 7. 27We have therefore sent 
Judas and Silas, who themselves will tell you the same things through the spoken word. 28For it 
has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay upon you no greater burden than these 
necessary things: 29that you abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols and from blood "and 
from what is strangled” and from unchastity " ". If you keep yourselves from these, you will do 
well. Farewell.” 

3050 when they were sent off, they came down to Antioch; and having gathered the multitude 
together, they delivered the letter. 31And reading it, they rejoiced at the word of comfort. 32And 
Judas and Silas, who were themselves prophets " ', with a long address exhorted the brethren 
and strengthened them. 33And after they had spent some time, they were sent offin peace by the 
brethren to those who had sent them. " ” 35But Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, teaching 
and preaching with many others the word of the Lord. 


15:22-24 The apostles and elders select some men, leaders, to accompany 
Paul and Barnabas to Antioch. They are to report on the consultation and 
represent Jerusalem on the journey.[1] This is Judas’s only appearance in 
Acts. He is not mentioned anywhere else in the NT. His surname, 
Barsabbas, means “son of the Sabbath.” Better known is Silas (probably = 
Silvanus of 2 Cor. 1:19; 1 Thess. 1:1; 2 Thess. 1:1; 1 Pet. 5:12), who ends up 
traveling with Paul to Philippi, Thessalonica, and Corinth (Acts 15:27, 32, 
34, 40; 16:19, 25, 29; 17:4, 10, 14-15; 18:5). So a Jerusalem presence on 
Paul’s journeys from Jerusalem also exists (Polhill 1992: 333). They are 
called prophets in verse 32. In effect, two communities serve as witnesses 
to the letter, a version of the two-witness motif of the OT (Deut. 19:15). 


The letter carries a regional address, as it is sent to Antioch, Syria (Acts 
15:41; 18:18; 20:3; 21:3), and Cilicia. But this is not only a local problem and 
decision. The problem arose in Antioch, but communities in Syria and 
Cilicia are informed, showing the desire to prevent the problem from 
appearing elsewhere. Acts 16:4 suggests that other communities are 
informed as well. That these additional communities should be included is 
not surprising, as Antioch is the hub for this double province of Syria and 
eastern Cilicia. The point made would be relevant wherever Jewish 
evangelism takes place. 

The letter fits the style of an official document, an encyclical letter.[2] 
The apostles and elders write the letter. It represents a brother-to-brother 
or community-to-community correspondence.[3] After its standard 
greeting, it reviews the problem (v. 24) and explains the resolution (vv. 25- 
29). It is one long periodic sentence in Greek, one of only two in Luke-Acts 
(Luke 1:1-4 is the other). The key term in the letter is the repeated 
expression “it seemed good” (¿S08€, edoxe, vv. 22, 25, and 28), pointing to 
the judgment they have all reached. The expression often appears in 
official Greek (Barrett 1998: 738, 742; Thucydides, Pel, War 4.118.7; 
Josephus, Ant. 16.6.2 $163). 

The letter outlines the problem that led to the decision. Some have 
“disturbed” the letter recipients without being instructed to do so by the 
leaders. The verb étapaéav (etaraxan) here means “shake up” or “disturb” 
someone (BAGD 805 $2; BDAG 990). It is used of agitating a crowd in Acts 
17:8 (also Gal. 1:7). The result is an “unsettling” (@vaoxevdCovtec, 
anaskeuazontes) of their souls. The term tapdoow (tarasso) can be 
translated “dismantle” or “tear down,” so that when it refers to 
someone’s mental condition, it means “cause inward distress” (BAGD 60; 
BDAG 71). Bruce (1990: 345) speaks of a military metaphor for plundering a 
town. Here is the only occurrence of the term in the NT (Josephus, Ant. 
14.15.3 §406). The group that caused the problem overstepped their 
authority, as they had been given no instructions (ob $1eotedáqpeda, ou 
diesteilametha) on the topic that caused the trouble (Rengstorf, TDNT 7:592) 
for the letter recipients’ souls, which are capable of being disturbed by 
outside forces (Schweizer, TDNT 9:640). The leaders accept that they sent 
the troublemakers but not that those who disturbed them acted by their 


instruction. They did so in a private, unauthorized manner. What is to be 
done? 


15:25-29 The apostles and elders agree on a solution (Opo8vupasdsov, 
homothymadon, of one accord) and choose representatives to accompany 


the “beloved” (áyarmtoic, agapétois) Barnabas and Paul (note the order of 
the names again) and inform the Gentile churches. The commendation of 
these two as beloved underscores the support for their position. In turn, 
the character of these two men emerges from the fact that they risked 


their lives for the church. The verb napasiöwnı (paradidömi) means “give 


over,” so in this context it refers to those willing to lose their lives or 
dedicate their lives for the sake of the Lord Jesus Christ (Barrett 1998: 742). 
Barnabas and Paul were almost killed in sharing their faith. Polhill (1992: 
334) correctly comments that a distinction between risk and dedication in 
this context is slim, as the two are virtually synonymous (see Rom. 16:4; 
Gal. 2:20). The letter commends the men from Jerusalem as worthy 
witnesses on behalf of the council. They can trust what these men report, 
an important point to make in the face of a controversy where positions 
are strongly held and in light of the activity of the previous delegation 


Jerusalem sent. Judas and Silas will give the report to confirm the letter”s 


contents and instruction (other bearers of letters: Eph. 6:21-22; Col. 4:7-8; 
1 Macc. 12:23; Johnson 1992: 277). The claim that such a note fits a 
fictitious letter better than a real one is unsustainable (Conzelmann 1987: 
120). This is excessive skepticism. Live witnesses in a controversy are 
important, and witnesses from a church that might be expected to have 
concluded otherwise makes consummate sense. 

The Holy Spirit also has a role in this instruction: to lay no greater 
burden on the Gentiles than the four limitations the council affirmed 
through James in verse 20 (on a decision by Augustus communicated by 
decree, see Josephus, Ant. 16.6.2 $163, “by me and my council”; Fitzmyer 
1998: 566). Repeating in verse 29 the four items that were noted in verse 
20, the letter tells the Gentiles that no greater burden or weight (BAGD 
133-34 §1; BDAG 167 §1) is to be borne by them other than to be sensitive 
to these four items because of their association with idolatry. This is the 
only instance of Bápoc (baros, burden) in Acts (2 Macc. 9:10; Matt. 20:12; 2 
Cor. 4:17; Gal. 6:2; 1 Thess. 2:7; Rev. 2:24). The only difference in the list of 


four items from verse 20 is a reference to sacrifice offered to idols 
(siówhoBútwv, eidölothytön) rather than the more cumbersome reference 
to the pollutions of idols (¿Moynuártwv tõv eió0Awv, alisgematön ton 
eidölön, v. 20). EiéwAo8Utwv highlights the connection to idol worship and 
the sacrifices tied to it (Jervell 1998: 401). The list is in a distinct order as 
well, since the reference to immorality comes at the end, with things 
strangled and blood in the middle. Anexeodaı (apechesthai, abstain) in each 


of the four restrictions takes the genitive—a good example of genitives of 
separation; they should be separated from these things (Moule 1963: 41; 
Wallace 1996: 108). The more cultic elements all come first in the letter. 
The list matches 21:25. 

The adverb énávaykec (epanankes, v. 28) refers to things of a necessary 
nature or that are compulsory (BAGD 282; BDAG 358). The prohibitions are 
designed not only to prevent offense to the Jews but also, if they are tied 
to worship, to prevent offense to God. This is the sole occurrence of this 
term in the NT. So they are asked in v. 29 to avoid these necessary items. 
In doing so, they do well, that is, they perform what is right (Schneider 
1982: 1871123). This is not about salvation but about what is necessary to 
maintain positive fellowship with each other. With a fond farewell, the 


letter closes (2 Macc. 11:21, 33; 3 Macc. 7:9; Josephus, Life 44 8227). 


15:30-32 The emissaries arrive in Antioch and share the letter with the 
multitude (nAñBoc, plethos) of believers (for this use of the term, see Acts 
15:12). The letter would be “read aloud” («vayvóvtec, anagnontes; NET). 
There is joy all around (13:48), and they are comforted. The term 
rapaxinoel (paraklesei) can mean “comfort” or “encouragement,” but 
given the past conflict, “comfort” is slightly better, as the decision is a 
comfort to them. The matter is resolved (Barrett 1998: 749: “Luke is 
claiming that Gentile Christianity is free from the Law and that the unity 
of the church had been preserved”). 

Jervell (1998: 402) overstates the cause of joy when he limits it to the 
announcement of the duties noted in the decree and the conditions for 
Gentile incorporation. Jervell excludes the issue of circumcision as 
relevant on the premise that the letter says nothing about it. But everyone 
knows the council has gathered to rule on the circumcision question, so 


its absence in the letter does not mean that the missionaries do not 
address the matter. 

Judas and Silas are called prophets (11:27) and exhort the congregation 
to strengthen its resolve (11:23; 1 Cor. 14:3). They do so through a long 


word (614 Adyou MOAAOD, dia logou pollou), or “long speech” (NET). The verb 
eruotnpilw (episterizö) is used four times in the NT, all in Acts (14:22; 15:32, 
41; 18:23; see Luke 22:32, with a related verb). It refers to strengthening 

something or someone. In Acts 14:22 itis part of an exhortation to remain 


in the faith. Here it is the result of Judas and Silas’s exhortation. In verse 
41 Paul and Silas will travel through the churches of Syria and Cilicia to 
strengthen those communities. In 18:23 it is the churches in Galatia and 
Phrygia that are strengthened. 


15:33-35 Judas and Silas stay for an unspecified short time. They are sent 
back with a traditional commendation of peace to those who sent them 
(Gen. 26:29 LXX; Mark 5:34; Luke 7:50; 8:48; 10:5-6; 24:36; Acts 16:36; Rom. 
1:7; 1 Cor. 1:3). There are cordial relations between groups of mixed origin. 
The scene ends on a note of joy and peace. This commentary’s exclusion 
of verse 34 is treated below in the additional note, but the key point is that 
the verse is not well attested in a variety of MSS. Paul and Barnabas 
remain in Antioch and continue to preach and teach (Acts 5:42) with many 
others (11:26; 13:1; 14:28). As often is the case, the topic is the “word of the 
Lord” (8:25; 13:44, 48-49; 15:35-36; 16:32; 19:10; 20:35). 

In sum, the resolution of this problem did not result in a secret solution. 
The result and, to a degree, its rationale were made public. The emphasis 
was on producing a church that was not monochromatic in its practice. 
Jewish believers, such as those in Jerusalem, would continue their 
practices, but Gentile believers were not to be forced to live like Jews. 
There was to be unity on the essential centrality of Jesus, God's grace, and 
on the uniqueness of salvation in that grace by faith alone. 


Additional Notes 


15:26. Again D adds and intensifies the reference by speaking of their risking “at every trial.” 


15:29. Again D drops the reference to things strangled and adds a variation on the Golden Rule, as 
it did in 15:20. 


15:32. Codex D adds a reference to Judas and Silas being “full of the Holy Spirit.” 


15:34. This verse is not well attested, and so it is omitted from the translation. It says that “it 
seemed good to Silas to remain there.” The variations in how this is stated also argue against its 
originality in Acts (D adds, “that they remain, and Judas journeyed alone”). Lacking the verse are 
P74, x, A, B, E, Y, and Byz (Metzger 1971: 439). The reason for the addition is likely verse 40, where 
Paul chooses Silas to accompany him on the next journey. The verse makes an effort to have Silas 
in Antioch. It ignores the fact, however, that some time has passed and Silas could well have 
returned after reporting to Jerusalem (Witherington 1998: 470 against Barrett 1998: 750, who sees 
the plurals in v. 33 as a mistake since they suggest that both Silas and Judas departed). In fact, the 
addition creates a problem with verse 33 that is lacking without it. 


IV. The Gospel to the Gentiles and More Persecution in Jerusalem (9:32-12:25) 


V. The Mission from Antioch and the Full Incorporation of Gentiles (13:1-15:35) 
» VI. The Second and Third Missionary Journeys: Expansion to Greece and Consolidation amid 
Opposition (15:36-21:16) 
VII. The Arrest: The Message Is Defended and Reaches Rome (21:17-28:31) 


VI. The Second and Third Missionary Journeys: 
Expansion to Greece and Consolidation amid 
Opposition (15:36-21:16) 


This sizable unit comprises Paul's remaining missionary journeys. The 
second journey appears in 15:36-18:23. A short aside about Ephesus and 


Apollos follows in 18:24-28 before the story picks up again with Paul in 
Ephesus and his travels to Macedonia, Greece, Troas, and Miletus before 


returning to Jerusalem. These travels make up his third journey (19:1- 
21:16). Here we see the expansion of the mission to the Gentiles, 
stretching out into the world. Opposition dogs Paul the whole way as both 
Jews and Gentiles oppose him. Jews oppose his beliefs about Jesus, and 
Gentiles sense the threat to the economic benefits derived from their 
idolatrous cults. The battle is for theological truth as well as the souls of 
people, but in the background hover sociological elements that involve 
money and/or power. Part of what creates the tension is Paul's success as 
he makes inroads in many of the locales with a significant number of 
people. 


VI. The Second and Third Missionary Journeys: Expansion to Greece and Consolidation amid 
Opposition (15:36-21:16) 


» A. The Second Missionary Journey (15:36-18:23) 
B. The Third Missionary Journey, Ending in Jerusalem (18:24-21:16) 


A. The Second Missionary Journey (15:36-18:23) 


The second journey includes Derbe, Lystra, Phrygia, and Galatia, sites 
visited on the first journey. In addition, God leads Paul to Macedonia, 
starting from Troas. He goes to Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea, Athens, and 
finally Corinth before returning to Antioch. Here we see the mix of success 
and opposition that is a part ofthe entire larger unit ofthe last two 
journeys. 


1. Paul and Barnabas Split Up (15:36-41) 


Paul launches an initiative to visit the churches planted on the first 
journey. He initially asks Barnabas to come along (v. 36). When 
Barnabas wishes to take John Mark, however, Paul hesitates because 


of Mark’s departure at Pamphylia (vv. 37-38). The contention created 
over the difference of opinion leads Barnabas and Mark to go to 
Cyprus and Paul to take Silas to Syria and Cilicia on the way to Derbe 


and Lystra (vv. 39-41). From here on Acts is a Pauline historical 
account (Jervell 1998: 408). 

This summary account would have been rooted in Pauline sources 
(Fitzmyer 1998: 571) and/or in Barnabas (but Weiser 1985: 395 prefers 
a Lukan composition, as does Haenchen 1987: 477). The account 
contains an embarrassing detail about tension among the leaders, a 
detail unlikely to have been created (Barrett 1998: 756, although 
Barrett is not clear whether the tension may also have been fueled by 


the incident of Gal. 2:11-14). Many scholars connect the tension here 
to the residue of the earlier confrontation described in Gal. 2:11-14 


that Luke does not detail. Haenchen (1987: 475-77) see problems here 
in the Lukan portrayal. Conzelmann (1987: 123) argues that Paul 
could not have successfully opposed Peter and Barnabas and so he 
left, but this reading is too skeptical of the ability of these leaders to 
arrive at a solution (see Fitzmyer 1998: 572). Philemon 24 shows that 
Paul did not hold a grudge against John Mark over this experience. In 
fact, 1 Cor. 9:6 shows his continued respect for Barnabas. Johnson 


(1992: 287-88) takes the scene as credible because the estrangement 
is set forth so clearly. 


Exegesis and Exposition 


36And after some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Come, let us visit the brethren in every city 

where we proclaimed the word ofthe Lord, and see how they are.” 37And Barnabas wanted to 
take with them John called Mark. 38But Paul thought it best not to be taking with them one who 
had withdrawn from them in Pamphylia and had not gone with them into the work" '.39And 
there arose a sharp disagreement, so that they separated from each other; Barnabas took Mark 
with him and sailed away to Cyprus, 4°but Paul chose Silas and departed, being commended by 
the brethren to the grace of the Lord. 44And he went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the 
churches. 


15:36 After an unspecified number of days in Antioch, Paul wishes to 
return and proclaim the word of the Lord again to those in the 
communities of the first journey. Paul wants to go to “every city” (kata 
nód näcav, kata polin pasan, distributive use of kata) where they had 
converts and desires to see how they are doing. This is a follow-up to their 
earlier efforts, and so he proposes to Barnabas a joint oversight visit 
(¿moxeyoyeBa, episkepsömetha; Ps. 26:4 LXX [27:4 Eng.]; Zech. 11:16; 2 
Macc. 11:36; Acts 6:3; see Num. 14:34 for a similar verb; Johnson 1992: 282). 
The request comes with some intensity, as the particle ón (dé) suggests. 
God will do far more than Paul plans, as a new journey is launched at Acts 
16:6. 


15:37-38 A dispute arises between them (v. 39), however, over whether to 
take John Mark, who earlier withdrew (Grtootóvta, apostanta) from them 
in Pamphylia (13:13). Luke seems to share Paul’s question about John Mark 
in noting how he left them. Barnabas wants him along, but Paul does not 
count (ngéiov, exiou) it wise, given Mark’s past track record. This word 
appears rarely in the NT (28:22; Luke 7:7; 2 Thess. 1:11; 1 Tim. 5:17; Heb. 
3:3; 10:29; 2 Macc. 4:19; 4 Macc. 5:17). The idea is to count something 
worthy. There is a variation in tense here. Barnabas wants to take 
(ouurtapadaßeiv, symparalabein, aorist) along John Mark, but Paul does not 
want him to be along (ovurapoadauBaverv, symparalambanein, continuous 
present). John Mark is Barnabas’s cousin (Col. 4:10), a detail Luke does not 
note. Philemon 24 suggests that Paul and John Mark reconciled later (2 
Tim. 4:11; 1 Pet. 5:13). 


15:39 There arises a major contention between Paul and Barnabas about 
what to do with John Mark. The term napo&vouög (paroxysmos), when used 
negatively, describes anger, irritation, or exasperation in a disagreement 


(BAGD 629 82; BDAG 780 82). In Heb. 10:24 it is used positively of 
stimulating or stirring someone to love, but it is also used of God’s wrath 
and of how Paul was provoked at seeing idols.|1] The uses for God’s wrath 


show how strong in force the term can be—this is a major disagreement. 
They reach a solid compromise and create two missions instead of one. 
Barnabas takes John Mark with him to Cyprus, his home (Acts 4:36), while 


Paul takes Silas with him. Luke will follow Paul’s path from here on. 
Barnabas seems to have opted to take a family member on a less perilous 
assignment where home was not far away. 

Some scholars argue that the real point of contention was that 
Barnabas preferred a Jewish Christian style of mission to Gentiles, as did 
Antioch, whereas Paul wanted a law-free effort (Roloff 1988: 122; Jervell 


1998: 410-11). This is most unlikely (Schnabel 2004: 1126-27). There is no 
indication that Barnabas held to such a view; Paul challenged him not for 
a theological failure but for hypocrisy (Gal. 2:13). Paul is still associating 
with Antioch later in Acts (18:22). Acts 16:3, where Paul has Timothy 
circumcised, shows that he is concerned to be careful about how ministry 
to the Jews takes place. The reading of an abiding theological conflict 
seems to be the result of connecting Acts 15 to Gal. 2 and aresidue ofthe 


old Tübingen school’s reading of major ongoing tension in the early 
church, a view rooted in the work of F. C. Baur, who argues for a gulf 
between Jewish and Gentile Christianity. The view is dying a very slow 
death despite problems pointed out by J. B. Lightfoot in the late 


nineteenth century (Kümmel 1972: 174; Baird 2003: 71). 


15:40-41 Paul journeys out with Silas (15:22), a Roman citizen (16:37-38). 
They go with a commendation from those in the church (14:26): Jerusalem 


and Antioch work together. There is no blame apportioned, and Luke’s 
realism is to be noted. Paul and Silas journey to Syria and Cilicia, 
strengthening the churches (15:32), on the way to southern Galatia, the 
locale of the first journey, as the next unit shows. In going this way, Paul 
takes an overland route, which he often prefers (Bruce 1990: 351). There 


they will also share the results of the Jerusalem meeting (16:4). For Paul to 
include one who has been in Jerusalem shows that the breach is not a 


matter of “schools” having separate views (Witherington 1998: 473; Jervell 


1998: 409). Paul’s concern here is not about a theological difference with 
Barnabas or John Mark but whether John Mark will persevere when the 


pressure becomes strong. This is the start of Paul's second journey. 

In sum, here is an example where a disagreement was so great that the 
ability to work side by side was affected. What resulted was a solution that 
allowed the advance of the gospel to continue, but in a way that 
recognized a need for distinct ministries. Sometimes this is the best 
solution. 


Additional Note 


15:38. Codex D adds to John Mark’s failure by noting that he departed from the work “for which 
they had been sent.” 


2. Timothy Joins Paul and Silas in Lystra (16:1-5) 


Paul and Silas travel to Derbe and Lystra, where Timothy joins them 


(vv. 1-2). Paul wishes Timothy to accompany them, and so he 
circumcises him out of sensitivity to the Jews because Timothy has a 
Jewish mother and a Greek father (v. 3). This way there will be no side 
debates about Timothy when they share the gospel. As the three 
travel, they report on the council decision (v. 4). Their ministry 
strengthens the churches, which are growing (v. 5). 

This narrative summary would have sources like those ofthe 
previous account, coming out of either the Pauline group (Fitzmyer 


1998: 574) or from Antioch or Jerusalem, given Paul and Silas’s 
connections. Barrett (1998: 758) argues that some detail is the result 
of local knowledge, and Haenchen (1987: 482) argues that Luke is the 
victim of an unreliable tradition (but see the cultural background 
discussions challenging this claim of inaccuracy on both vv. 2 and 3). 


Exegesis and Exposition 


1And he came also to Derbe and to Lystra. A disciple was there, named Timothy, the son of a 
Jewish woman who was a believer; but the father was a Greek. 2He was well spoken of by the 
believers at Lystra and Iconium. 3Paul wanted Timothy to accompany him; and he took him and 
circumcised him because ofthe Jews that were in those places, for they all knew that his father 
was a Greek. 4As they were passing through the cities, they passed on to them for observance the 
decisions that had been reached by the apostles and elders who were at Jerusalem. 3So the 
churches were strengthened in the faith, and they grew in numbers daily. 


16:1-2 Paul and Silas travel to Derbe and Lystra in southeast Galatia, 
revisiting sites noted in Acts 14:8-20. There they meet Timothy, who has a 


good reputation in Lystra and Iconium (on the theme of good reputations, 
6:3; 10:22; 22:12). The nature and scope of Timothy’s reputation show that 
adjoining communities may well have been in contact with each other. 
Timothy poses a special problem because he is the child of a mixed 
marriage. His mother, Eunice, is a Jewish believer (2 Tim. 1:5) whereas his 
father is Greek. His grandmother Lois also is Jewish (2 Tim. 1:5). Paul takes 
him on the journey but circumcises him first (v. 3). This act prevents 
Timothy from becoming an issue to the Jews to whom he would minister. 
Even though Paul holds a view of freedom regarding the law (Gal. 5:2; 1 
Cor. 7:18), he is sensitive to how it works in a mixed community and in the 


context of the gospel (1 Cor. 9:19-23). So, out of respect for the customs of 
his prospective evangelistic audience, he acts to render moot any debate 


over Timothy’s lineage. 
Some scholars see this text as differing so markedly from Galatians that 


Luke cannot have this scenario right (Barrett 1998: 760-61, although he 
notes [762] that there is a slight possibility that Luke does have this right; 
Haenchen 1987: 480-82). The issue here, however, concerns what to do 
with someone of a mixed Jewish-Gentile background, not a Gentile of 


unmixed ancestry as in the debate in Acts 15. Paul's action indicates 
support for the attitude of sensitivity shown in the council of Acts 15 


(Marshall 1980: 260; Witherington 1998: 474-75).[1] Timothy will not 
become a matter for debate. Paul may be pragmatic here, as he will be in 
Acts 21:21. Having just gone through one council, why immediately head 
into another major dispute? If Timothy honors his Jewish background, 
then there is no question. 

The issue is not that of taking an uncircumcised Gentile into a 
synagogue, since this could be done, as Barrett (1998: 761) correctly notes. 
It is whether Paul regards Gentile perspectives as being more important 
than Jewish ones. Paul is already pushing the boundaries, in the view of 
some, by being so aggressive in how Gentiles should be included. Would he 
want to negate the Jewish identity of a person of mixed background in the 
process? Does Jewish heritage mean so little to him? That is the problem 


Paul's solution avoids (Hengel 1979: 64). Paul is not standing up for the 
law, as many claim, but is affirming Jewish heritage alongside Gentile 
heritage (Jervell 1998: 412). Here Paul is being faithful to the promise for 
Israel (Jervell 1998: 414, who sees the act as historical). 


Timothy is a major figure in the Pauline circle (16:1; 17:14-15; 18:5; 
19:22; 20:4; Rom. 16:21; 1 Cor. 4:17; 16:10; 2 Cor. 1:1, 19; Phil. 1:1; 2:19; Col. 
1:1; 1 Thess. 1:1; 3:2, 6; 2 Thess. 1:1; 1 Tim. 1:2, 18; 6:20; 2 Tim. 1:2; Philem. 
1; Heb. 13:23). 


16:3 If Paul is going to work in the synagogue, circumcision will ensure 


Timothy’s credibility. Mixed marriages were forbidden in Judaism, but 
when they occurred, children were still to be raised as Jews. A later text, b. 


Yebam. 45b, makes the mother’s nationality determinative for the 


children: “And the law is that if an idolater or a slave cohabited with the 
daughter of an Israelite, the child [born from such a union] is legitimate, 


both in the case of a married, and in that of an unmarried woman” (also y. 
Yebam. 2.6). According to m. Qidd. 3.12, the child has the status ofthe 
parent of the lower status, and this applies to a woman who has a 
relationship to a mamzer or natin. A mamzer is a child of a couple that could 
not be legally married. A natin/netin is a descendant of the Gibeonites, who 
were made temple slaves (Josh. 9:27). Both would have low social status. 


Timothy’s father and mother would fit this example (Witherington 1998: 


475-76). The mother is also determinative in some Greco-Roman cultures 
(Cicero, De natura deorum 3.18[45]). 

Scholars debate how far back this view of the importance of the 
maternal line goes. Cohen (1986) says that Timothy would not be seen as 


Jewish, as the tradition of the mother’s line is late, but Witherington 


(1998: 475) rejects Cohen’s contentions (see Bryan 1988) and has the better 
of the argument, noting that the text from m. Qidd. 3.12 is an early-second- 
century text at the latest and is most likely earlier, given the conservative 
nature of such tradition. First Corinthians 7:14 shows that spiritual 
benefits can flow to the child through either the father or the mother, 


whichever one is “closer” to God. Galatians 5:11 shows how Paul can speak 
positively of circumcision, and Gal. 5:6 and 6:15 state that it is an 
indifferent matter. Johnson (1992: 284) says that the priority of the 
mother’s ethnicity seems to be assumed here. In addition, an 
uncircumcised son of a Jewish mother was regarded in Judaism as an 
apostate Jew, a violator of the covenant. 


Paul’s action shows his desire to continue to reach out to Jews and 


affirm the new faith’s link to the promises of the past in Judaism. 
Although it is an issue of indifference, Paul has Timothy circumcised out 


of respect, since a Jewish person is involved (Gal. 5:6; 6:15; 1 Cor. 9:16-23; 
D. Wenham in Winter and Clarke 1993: 254-55). But Titus, who is Gentile, 
is a different case and principle. He is not to be circumcised (Gal. 2:3-5; 1 


Cor, 7:17-24); there is no mixed-ancestry question, so there is no 
circumcision. This principle of sensitivity reflects what we see Paul say 


elsewhere about food practices (Rom. 14-15; 1 Cor. 10:23-30). 


16:4-5 The decisions of the Jerusalem Council are delivered to Lystra and 
Derbe. Paul's decision to circumcise Timothy is in line with the sensitivity 


these instructions request (BAGD 201 $1; BDAG 254 81). This is one of two 
occurrences in Acts of the term Sóyuata (dogmata, decisions). In Acts 17:7 
it refers to a decree of Caesar (Eph. 2:15 and Col. 2:14 use it to refer to the 
law of Moses). As Luke often notes, such communication serves to 
strengthen the church or bring joy to the church (Acts 14:28; 15:32, 35, 41), 
with growth following. The dative tf nioteı (të pistei) is syntactically a 
dative of reference: they are strengthened with respect to their faith 
(Moulton and Turner 1963: 239; Wallace 1996: 146). This is the only use of 
the verb otepedw (stereoö, strengthen) in Acts in this way (otherwise of 
healings, 3:7, 16). The language of handing over (mapedidooav, paredidosan) 
the decrees refers to passing on tradition, a more technical use than other 
instances in Acts (15:26, 40; 1 Cor. 11:2, 23; 15:3; Johnson 1992: 284). 
Barrett (1998: 763) does not see how this account can fit with Galatians. 
It has already been shown above, however, that Paul can agree with these 
practices by noting that the decree deals with noncircumcision of Gentiles 
as the key principle and sensitivity to Jews as a corollary. These ideas are 
sufficiently parallel to Paul elsewhere (noncircumcision of Gentiles in 
Galatians and sensitivity in Romans). These churches fall outside the 
addressed areas of the decree in the letters. Reading the letters to them 
shows that the intention was to issue a decision that extends beyond the 
original region of the dispute. This is another summary in Acts (2:41, 47b; 


4:4; 5:14; 6:1, 7; 8:25, 40; 9:31; 11:24-25; 12:24; 14:21-23). 


In sum, what is seen here is Paul’s cultural sensitivity. Instead of making 
Timothy a sideshow to the gospel in terms of whether he was a Jew or not, 
Paul permitted circumcision so that the gospel would remain the main 
topic. Knowing which principles are worth standing up for and which 
ideas are not worth elevating to an importance they do not deserve is a 
sign of discernment and leadership. Not every issue is worth starting a 
war over when it comes to the gospel and the ethnic unity of the church. 


3. The Vision of the Macedonian Man (16:6-10) 


Paul gradually journeys to Troas after being blocked by the Spirit in 
an unspecified way from preaching in Asia or going to Bithynia (vv. 
6-8). In Troas he is given a vision to go to Macedonia, where he 
arrives in Philippi (vv. 9-10). The unit shows Paul continuing to 
extend the gospel’s proclamation under the Spirit’s direction into 
locales where Gentiles are prevalent (vv. 6-7, 10 repeat references to 
the Spirit and to God). The gospel is on its way in Europe, although 
this designation for the region was not used in the first century. For 
Luke, this represents further ethnic expansion of the gospel’s 
outreach. 

This account is another narrative summary, but here the use of 
“we” suggests that Luke has joined the scene. This raises the question 
of the “we” sections (16:10-17; 20:5-15; 21:1-18; 27:1-28:16). Is this an 
independent itinerary source that represents only a Lukan literary 
move (Haenchen 1987: 491), or is it a reflection of where Luke 
accompanied Paul? Against a literary source are the random points at 
which the “we” appears. There is nothing strategic, in terms of the 
events covered, about the timing of its appearance. This suggests the 
likelihood that Luke is indicating where he was involved (Fitzmyer 
1998: 98-103; Hengel 1979: 66; Witherington 1998: 480-86). Barrett 
(1998: xxv—xxx, also 773) appears to prefer a traveling companion 
who is not necessarily Luke (Johnson 1992: 296-97 is undecided). 
That this source is left significantly unredacted and appears at this 
minor point speaks against his merely incorporating a source. 

Witherington (1998: 481-83) notes that Luke intrudes into his 
account very rarely (Acts 17:18, 21). Witherington also makes clear 
that “we” passages were not automatically a part of sea voyage 


accounts nor was there a literary convention that sea voyages were 
rendered in the first person (also Praeder 1987). Praeder (1987: 215) 
notes that the idea that this source is not Luke has the problem of 
explaining why he would use first-person sources from someone else 
and yet not identify them as eyewitnesses. Conzelmann (1987: 126) 
sees the scene as too rushed in its narration to be authentic, but this 


simply fails to appreciate the selective nature of Luke’s presentation 
and to take into account that this scene is a transition setting up the 


details about Philippi. In sum, the “we” is Luke’s way of suggesting 
his own presence. 
At a more synthetic and literary level, Spencer (2004: 170) 


identifies five “major public accusation type scenes” between here 


and 21:36—Philippi, Thessalonica, Corinth, Ephesus, and Jerusalem— 
with three main elements each: seizure, charges, reaction. Another 
important scene in the same unit occurs in Athens, but there is no 
accusation in Athens that leads to seizure, only debate about what 
Paul claims. 


Exegesis and Exposition 


6And they went through "the region of Phrygia and Galatia”, having been prevented by the 
Holy Spirit from speaking the word in Asia. "And coming opposite Mysia, they attempted to go 
into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them; 8so, passing through Mysia, they went 
down to Troas. 9And " * a vision appeared to Paul in the night: " "a certain man of Macedonia was 
standing" ` and beseeching him, saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10" And when he 
had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go into Macedonia, concluding” that God had 
called us to proclaim the gospel to them. 


16:6 Paul heads to Macedonia because some type of direction by the Spirit 
has prevented (xkwAvBévtec, kölythentes) him preaching the gospel in Asia. 
The participle here is causal, telling us why Asia is not the target (Moule 
1959: 100). There are no details as to how the Spirit prevents this work 
from going on in Asia. KwAvBévtec is one of two terms describing the 


Spirit’s action (the other is in v. 7 and is discussed there). Acts 27:43 shows 


an everyday use of the verb kwAbw (köluö) for “preventing” an action 


(also 8:36; 10:47; 11:17; 24:23; BAGD 461 $1; BDAG 580). What is meant by 
Asia here is not clear: Is it the Roman province, ancient Asia, or simply 
cities on the Aegean coast? Whatever the locale, the Spirit prevents them 


from speaking there. In verses 9-10 a divine vision will direct Paul to 
Philippi in Macedonia. The direction of the Spirit is common in Acts (4:31; 
8:29, 39; 10:44; 13:2, 4). Here, as in the case of Peter with Cornelius and of 
Philip with the Ethiopian eunuch, the Spirit leads the outreach (Schneider 


1982: 204). There are OT precedents for such a call as well (Isa. 6:8; Jer. 1:5- 
10; Fitzmyer 1998: 578). 

The regions of Phrygia and Galatia can mean one of two areas: ethnic 
territories, in which case Galatia is to the north (Fitzmyer 1998: 578; 


Barrett 1998: 766-69), or Roman divisions, where Phrygia is part of the 
larger province of Galatia, all lying to the south (for details, Bruce 1990: 


353-54).|1] Larkin (1995: 232-33) with Marshall (1980: 261-62) holds the 
southern view as more likely whereas Polhill (1992: 345) prefers the 
northern option. 

Which choice is correct is not entirely clear, but 18:23 seems to lean in 
the direction of a reference to one area in the south whereas the route in 


15:41-16:5 may well suggest the northern Galatian view, as the south has 


already been visited (in Barrett's view, this is the key argument). A textual 
problem in this verse also figures significantly into the discussion (see 
details in the additional note below). A reference to a combined Phrygian- 
Galatian region, which is the likely original reading for 16:6, favors the 
southern Galatian view. In the southern Galatian view, Galatia then would 
include Derbe and Lystra, and Phrygia would allude to Iconium and 
Antioch. I have a slight preference for the southern Galatian view, seeing 
18:23 as making clear that Luke is here referring to a single region, a view 


that assumes a consistency in Luke’s references and is favored text- 
critically. 


16:7-8 As they near the northern edge of Asia, opposite Mysia, they have 
planned to go to Bithynia, which is north and east of Mysia and often 
associated with the region of Pontus in northwestern Asia Minor. At this 
point, they are either at Dorlaeum or at Cotiaeum on the border of Mysia. 


It is about the Christians in Bithynia, worshipers of Jesus as divine, that 
the Roman Pliny the Younger writes in the early second century (Ep. 10.96; 
Johnson 1992: 285). The major cities there included Nicea and Byzantium 
(previously called Constantinople and subsequently Istanbul), which 
became important for the church in the fourth century and beyond, 
especially in the East. 

The Spirit of Jesus prevents Paul and his company from going to 
Bithynia. Mysia is the northern and western portion of the Roman 


province of Asia (Strabo, Geogr. 12.564-65, 571; Schnabel 2004: 1144-45). 


This description of the Spirit’s preventive action uses a second expression 
(v. 6 has the first) indicating yet again how the Spirit directs Paul not to go 


somewhere (ovk eiacev, ouk eiasen; “did/would not allow” in NET, RSV, 
NIV; “did not permit” in NASB; “suffered them not” in KJV). The 
expression “Spirit of Jesus” is unusual (Phil. 1:19 has “Spirit of Jesus 


Christ,” which is its only other NT occurrence; but see Rom. 8:9; Gal. 4:6; 1 
Pet. 1:11 for variations). Bruce (1988a: 355) suggests that this prophecy 
may have come through a directly expressed instruction in the name of 
Jesus, but Witherington (1998: 478) allows that it might also have involved 
internal leading. We are not given the specifics. 

They reach Troas, a coastal city (Schnabel 2004: 1145), probably after 


traversing (mapeABovtec, parelthontes) Mysia (on “passing through,” not 


“passing by,” 1 Macc. 5:48). The NET notes that the most likely route 
would take them through Mysia. This means that they do not stop and 
preach there. Troas was located on the northwestern tip of Asia Minor, 
near ancient Troy, which was about twenty-five miles to the north (2 Cor. 


2:12-13; Pliny the Elder, Nat. 5.124; Fitzmyer 1998: 579). It was often used 
as a port of embarkation for Greece. It was about 585 miles from Antioch 
in Syria. They are now heading west. 


16:9 One night, in a vision of a man from Macedonia, Paul is asked for 
help. A call to help is often a cry to save in the Bible (Gen. 49:25; Exod. 18:4; 
Deut. 33:26; Ps. 9:35 LXX [10:14 Eng.]; Isa. 41:10; Johnson 1992: 286). If so, it 
would mean to bring the message of salvation. Macedonia, located in 
northern Greece, was bordered by the Illyria and Nestos rivers. Macedonia 
had been a world power under Philip of Macedonia and Alexander the 
Great four centuries earlier, Since 168 BC it had been a Roman province. 


The Greeks regarded the Macedonians as barbarians, except for the royal 
family, but they shared the same gods as the Greeks. Philippi became its 
principal city during the Roman period (Fitzmyer 1998: 579; Schnabel 


2004: 1150-51). 


This is another indication of God’s direction. It comes in a vision (on 
visions, using 6papa, horama: Acts 7:31; 9:10, 12; 10:3, 17, 19; 11:5; 12:9; 
16:9, 10; 18:9). Visions are also often mentioned in Greek contexts.[2] This 
might suggest that the earlier prevention by the Spirit came not by a 
vision but by some other means. The multiple instances of direction by 


God underscore divine involvement in the journey’s itinerary. 


16:10 They immediately obey the vision, perceiving it as God’s call 
(npookerAntaı, proskekletai) to evangelize (Delling, TDNT 7:765). 


References to “we” now enter the narrative (see the discussion in the unit 
introduction). They occur until 16:17 and then resume in 20:5. Luke has 
now joined the group. 

In sum, here it is not human planning but what God wills that drives the 
response. Paul may well have had a plan to go to Asia, to take the gospel to 
the end ofthe earth. Stott (1990: 261) speaks of the elements that often 


characterize divine guidance here: God’s use of a period of time, the 
circumstances of open and closed doors, pondering what was taking place, 
and seeking response and input from others in pursuit of a kind of 
corporate wisdom. In this situation, God made it evident to Paul that 
another ministerial itinerary was desired. To this there was only one 
response: obedience. 


Additional Notes 


16:6. A textual issue is part of the geographical discussion. Byz with E, H, L, and P points to two 
distinct regions and reads thy ppuyiav kai thv Todartıkryv xopav (ten Phrygian kai ten Galatiken 
chöran). This reading would favor the north Galatian view. The better MSS indicate a combined 
region: thv Ppuyiav kai Padatiknv xopav (ten Phrygian kai Galatikén chöran). In the latter reading, 
the second definite article is missing before Galatia, pointing to a combined Phrygian-Galatian 
region. In favor of this reading are P’*, X, A, B, C, and D. The older hesitation for accepting this 
reading concerned the long-unattested use of Phrygia as an adjective (noted in Metzger 1971: 


441). Hemer (1989: 280-99), however, extensively documents this use, citing about thirty 
examples (Bruce 1988a: 306 and n18). 


16:9. Again D expands the verse with numerous small additions so that the verse reads thus 
(additions noted in italics): “And in a vision in the night there appeared to Paul, as it were a man of 
Macedonia, standing before his face, beseeching and saying” (Metzger 1971: 443). 


16:10. Again D adds, “When therefore he had risen up, he related to us the vision.” 


4. In Philippi (16:11-40) 


The visit to Philippi has four subunits: the journey to Philippi and the 
meeting with Lydia (vv. 11-15), the possessed servant girl (vv. 16-24), 
the conversion of the Philippian jailer (vv. 25-34), and a scene 
involving Paul and the city magistrates (vv. 35-40). Rapske (1994b: 
115-34) covers the general historical veracity of this unit in detail, 
and Sterck-Degueldre (2004) presents a detailed treatment of Lydia 
that also sees Luke working with solid historical sources to show her 
as an exemplary woman of piety. She is a pious Jew who is open to the 
Gentiles and whose support and hospitality permit effective ministry 
in a Gentile context. 

This composite of events uses the “we” source for the first portion, 
at least through the scene concerning the possessed girl, and other 
Pauline sources for the rest (Fitzmyer 1998: 583). Witherington (1998: 
487) notes that one woman and one man are the main examples of 
conversion in this section, showing Luke’s tendency to tell accounts 
in gender pairs: Simeon and Anna (Luke 2); raised boy and girl (Luke 
7:11-17; 8:40-56); Spirit poured out on all (Acts 2); miracles for 
Aeneas and Dorcas (Acts 9:32-43). This unit also is an example of the 
new faith meeting the full array of competing religious elements of 
the first century: the synagogue, the Roman religious beliefs, and the 
spirit world. The new faith can stand up to these opponents. 

Here Paul encounters his first major legal trouble with the 
Romans. Acts 13:4-12 has an earlier encounter but no legal issue. We 
see Rome struggling about what to do with this new faith. The trials 
of missionary work are set forth. 

The issue of the historicity of Paul’s encounters with Rome has 
been the subject of scholarly debate that mirrors the general debate 


on historicity, with scholars’ conclusions spanning the spectrum 


from truthfulness to full skepticism. The introductions to this and 
subsequent units of this commentary will trace this debate in some 
detail because here is one of four places that we can carefully check 
Luke against the cultural backdrop to assess his historical reliability 
instead of merely theorizing about it positively or negatively. Recent 
assessments have generally rated Luke favorably (e.g., Sherwin-White 
1963; the series launched by Winter and Clarke 1993). Omerzu (2002) 
traces the background in detail related to the rights of Roman 
citizens and the appeal to Caesar, before working through the scenes 


at Philippi, Thessalonica, Corinth, Jerusalem, and Paul’s arrest and 
appearance before the Sanhedrin, Felix, and Festus. He concludes 
that the material accurately reflects these legal relationships and 
that the scenes draw from sources that have a historical core going 
back not to official court records but to oral traditions about Paul 


(Omerzu 2002: 506, 507-8). This suggests that Luke is a credible 
ancient historian who needs to be taken seriously, as also his recent 
treatment by classical historians shows (Nobbs 2006). 

The two parts of this unit where the biggest historical questions 
are raised are the section on the exorcised slave girl and the 
earthquake (Marshall 1980: 265 discusses these, interacting with 
Haenchen’s skepticism [1987: 499-504]). Haenchen argues that the 
earthquake scene has too many inconsistencies and fits Hellenistic 
motifs, but Jervell (1998: 429-30) sees the earthquake as a part of the 
traditional account. Such details will be covered in the treatment of 
the verses (vv. 25-27), which defends the historical worth of the 
account. Exorcism was a part of this world and its worldview, and 
earthquakes are common to the area. Jervell (1998: 431) also notes 
that the Roman citizenship of Paul is also historical and sees the 
entire scene deeply rooted in tradition. For Jervell, the entire scene is 
a “very good historical recollection.” The account shows that God not 
only directs this journey but also offers protection during it. 


Exegesis and Exposition 


11Setting sail from Troas, we made a direct voyage to Samothrace, and the following day to 
Neapolis, 12and from there to Philippi, which is "a leading city of the district of Macedonia” and a 
Roman colony. We remained in this city some days; 13and on the Sabbath day we went outside 
the gate by the river, where "we thought there was a place of prayer”; and sitting down, we were 
speaking to the women who had come together. 14A certain one who heard us was a woman 
named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods and a worshiper of God. The Lord 
opened her heart to accept what Paul said. 15And when she was baptized with her household, she 
invited us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” 
And she convinced us. 

16As we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of 
divination and brought her owners much profit by soothsaying. 17She followed Paul and us, 
crying, “These men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation.” 
18And this she was doing for many days. But being annoyed and turning, Paul said to the spirit, 
charge you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour. 

19Seeing "that their hope of profit was gone”, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into 
the marketplace before the rulers; 22and bringing them to the magistrates, they said, “These men 
are disturbing our city, being Jews. 21They advocate customs that it is not lawful for us to accept 
or practice, as we are Romans.” 22The crowd joined in attacking them; and the magistrates tore 
the garments off them and gave orders to beat them with rods. 23And having inflicted many blows 
upon them, they threw them into prison, charging the jailer to keep them safely. 24Having 
received this charge, he put them in the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. 

25But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners 
were listening to them, 26and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of 
the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and the fetters of all were 
unfastened. 27And the jailer, awakening and seeing that the prison doors were open, drew his 
sword and was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. 28But Paul cried 
with a loud voice, “Do not do anything evil to yourself, for we are all here.” 29And calling for lights, 
he rushed in, and trembling with fear, he fell down before Paul and Silas, 30and " ” bringing them 
out, he said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus" ”, 
and you will be saved, you and your household.” 32And they spoke the word of the Lord to him 
and to all who were in his house. 33And taking them at the same hour of the night, he washed 
their wounds, and he was baptized at once with all his family. 34Then bringing them up into his 
house, he set food before them and rejoiced with his entire household because he had believed in 
God. 

35But when it became day, "the magistrates sent” the police, saying, “Let those men go.” 36And 
the jailer reported the words to Paul, saying, “The magistrates have sent to release you; now 
therefore, going out, leave in peace.” 37But Paul said to them, “Beating us publicly, 
uncondemned, men who are Roman citizens, they have thrown us into prison; and do they now 
cast us out secretly? No! Let them come themselves and take us out.” 38The police reported these 
words to the magistrates, and they were afraid, hearing that they were Roman citizens. 39So 
"coming, they came to appease them. And leading them out, they asked them to leave the city’. 
40So coming out of the prison, they visited Lydia; and seeing the brethren, they  ' exhorted them 
and departed. 


“j 


16:11-12 They sail into Samothrace, the site of a mystery religion 
worshiping the twin fertility gods, the Cabiri. Samothrace is an island with 
a 5,577-foot mountain peak (Mt. Fengari, from which Poseidon was said to 
watch over Troy; Strabo, Geogr. 2.5.1; frg. 7.47). This is a midway point, and 
then they journey to Neapolis, 10 miles away from Philippi and its port 
(Schnabel 2004: 1149 notes that it was a naval base in 42 BC). This journey 
covers 125 miles in total. It is a journey with favorable winds, as the return 
trip in 20:5 takes five days, not two as here. The last 10 miles would 
involve traveling on the Via Egnatia. This road ran from Dyrrhachium on 
the Adriatic Sea eastward through Macedonia and thus through 
Thessalonica, Amphipolis, and Philippi to Neapolis (Polhill 1992: 347). 
They arrive in Philippi, a principal city of Macedonia (npotn tñc 
Hepióoc, prote tes meridos) and a Roman colony (Livy, Hist. Rom. 45.29; 
Strabo, Geogr. frg. 7.34, 41; Schnabel 2004: 1151-53). Besides observing the 
imperial cult, the city was home to the worship of many gods. It was 
neither a capital nor the largest city in the region; the phrase mp@tn nódig 
(proté polis) means “a leading city” (on this Greek phrase, see the 
additional note on 16:12). Moule (1959: 111) thinks that the expression 


here means that it is the primary city of “that” division of Macedonia, 
with the article working like a relative pronoun. Witherington (1998: 489) 


suggests that this is Luke’s hometown. The area was rich with copper, 
silver, and gold deposits and was part of a fertile plain, tucked as it was 
against the hills of the area. So it was a wealthy city. The Roman influence 


was strong here because of Philippi’s status as a Roman colony, which 
made it legally like a Roman city. It had an autonomous government, 
freedom from tribute and taxation, and legal-ownership rights like those 
in Italy (Larkin 1995: 235). This was the highest status a provincial city 
could have. It may well have seemed like a “little Rome.” Other colonies in 
Acts are Pisidian Antioch, Lystra, Troas, Corinth, and Ptolemais (Bruce 
1990: 357). Witherington (1998: 488) notes that the Roman character of the 
city is indicated by the fact that 80 percent of the inscriptions found here 
are in Latin, compared with 40 percent in Antioch. The Jewish presence 
seems relatively minor, given the way Lydia is introduced as the key figure 


among the Jews of the city gathered for prayer. They stay for “some days” 
(muépac tivác, hémeras tinas). 


16:13-15 These verses tell the story of Lydia, awoman from Thyatira 


living in prayer before God in Philippi. Paul’s group goes outside the city, 
by the river where women are gathered for prayer, This would be the 
Gangites River, also known as the Angites, or a closer creek known as 
Crenides. They may well be meeting by the river in order to be able to 


fulfill purity requirements (Rengstorf, TDNT 6:602-3). An interpretive 
dispute turns on the question of how far a journey Jews would take on a 
Sabbath for prayer and how scrupulous these Jewish worshipers are 
(Fitzmyer 1998: 585). It is a little more than a mile west of the city 
(Conzelmann 1987: 130). The city may have too small a Jewish population 
for a synagogue, which requires ten men (Jervell 1998: 421; m. ’Abot 3.7). It 
is more likely, however, that this place of prayer is a synagogue, as 
elsewhere the locale for prayer is always a synagogue when the term 
rtpooevyrjv (proseuchen, a place of prayer) is used (Schnabel 2004: 1153; Le 
Cornu and Shulam 2003: 879-81). 

These women gather on the Sabbath to worship God. Williams (1990: 
282) thinks that they may be meeting beyond the pomerium, a line 
encircling an empty space outside the city, with no buildings and where 
no burials could take place or strange cults meet (McDonald 1940). If the 
locale is a synagogue, then they do not meet in such a location. Barrett 
(1998: 781) notes that Josephus (Ant. 14.10.23 $258) mentions a decree that 
legally allows Jews to gather near the sea for prayers. The locale allows for 
ceremonial washings as well as prayer. All “seas” were valid as immersion 
pools (m. Miqw. 5.4; Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 880). 

Women participated in the prayers and worship but otherwise appear 
to have been very restricted, so Paul's engagement of them directly 
reflects a less strict approach toward women (for the role of women in the 
synagogue, see Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 881). That only women are 
mentioned here may suggest that a small Jewish community was present 
and leads also to the suggestion that this locale may not have been a 
synagogue. They meet Lydia, a worker with “purple goods” 
(noppupönwätrg, porphyropölis). This term, used only here in the NT, 
describes her as a “merchant dealing in purple cloth” (BAGD 694; BDAG 
855). This is an indication that she works in fine cloths for the wealthy 
(Luke 16:19; 1 Macc. 10:62; Josephus, J.W. 6.8.3 $390; on the significance of 


such women of status, Witherington 1998: 492-93). Thyatira was known 
for this skill (BAGD 364; BDAG 460; the city is noted in Rev. 2:18-29).[1] The 
noun “purple” (noppüpa, porphyra) is also the name for a shellfish from 
which one form of purple dye is derived (BAGD 694; BDAG 855; Fitzmyer 
1998a: 585). Another way to gather the dye was from the madder plant 
(Bruce 1988a: 311; NewDocs 3:53-55). The wealth of the area fits the later 
description of the Philippian church as giving major monetary support to 
Paul (Phil. 1:5; 4:15-18). Women often have a key role in Paul’s work (Acts 
17:4, 12, 34; 18:2; Polhill 1992: 349). 

Lydia is also a pious woman (oeBopévn tov Beóv, sebomene ton theon). 
This phrase often describes former polytheists who become worshipers of 
the God of Israel, adopt monotheism, and attend the synagogue but do not 
keep the entire law (Acts 13:43). Josephus, Ant. 14.7.2 §110, describes some 
worshipers who contribute to the temple (BAGD 746 §2a; BDAG 918 §1b). 
This may well be the case here. 

She was “hearing” them. The imperfect verb here (fikovev, £kouen) may 
suggest more than one meeting (Williams 1990: 282), or it may simply be a 
vivid way of summarizing the discussion, a conclusion that seems more 
likely given the overall context (Johnson 1992: 293). “The Lord opened her 
heart to accept” Paul's message (on the expression ó kÚp1oc Sujvo1gev TV 
Kapdiav, ho kyrios dienoixen ten kardian, see 2 Macc. 1:4; Luke 24:32). This is 
yet another way to describe that she comes to faith, a point made clear in 
verse 15 when she and her house are baptized (Acts 10:48; 16:33). God 
creates the initiative to faith from within. She invites them to stay with 
her if Paul should judge her to be faithful to the Lord (motiv T@ kupia, 
pisten to kyriö). The request contains a first-class condition, signaling that 
she will likely be found faithful (Wallace 1996: 451, 694). So they stay in 
Philippi. Jewish believers reside with the new Gentile converts who have 
come to faith after first being associated with Judaism. Peter made a 
similar ethnic move in receiving hospitality in Acts 10. She responds in a 
manner the epistles encourage (Rom. 12:13; 1 Tim. 3:2; Marshall 1980: 268). 
Her home becomes a center for the new faith in the city (16:40). She 
appears as the head of her household, so she likely is either single or 
widowed (Bruce 1990: 359). 


16:16-18 Paul now encounters a slave girl (na1dioKn, paidiské) with a spirit 
of divination who harasses God’s messenger by announcing his 
proclamation in a manner that disturbs him. The phrase nvedpa móðwva 
(pneuma pythöna) means either a “spirit, namely, a Python” or “a 
Pythonian spirit.” Either way, a spirit of divination is intended. Here social 
status is made clear by the fact that she serves masters. This woman is 
portrayed as inspired by the Pythian god, Apollo. Soothsaying was a 
lucrative religious art of the period, a detail Luke notes. As with Acts 13 
and Bar-Jesus, Paul is now face-to-face with one who is directed by a 
hostile spirit. Unlike that text, where there is judgment upon a magician 
clearly hostile to the gospel, here Paul, by exorcising the demon, liberates 
the woman being abused by her masters. 

“Python” is a reference to the soothsaying divinity, originally conceived 
of as a snake or dragon that inhabited Delphi, which was originally known 
as Pythia (Barrett 1998: 785; BAGD 728-29; BDAG 896-97). This spirit was 
defeated and slain by Apollo (Ovid, Metam. 1.438-47; Johnson 1992: 293). 
Priestesses at Delphi were called ITuBion (Pythiai). This spirit was said to 
direct women by overpowering them and allowing them to foretell the 
future—soothsaying (uavtevopévn, manteuomene), as here. Witherington 
(1998: 494) challenges the idea that ecstatic possession is involved, in 
contrast to Johnson (1992: 294). The term often pointed to ventriloquism. 
[2] Foerster (TDNT 6:920) is too skeptical in simply saying that 
ventriloquism was a matter of a person’s will and so there is no exorcism 
here. The ability to predict is the heart of the woman's vocation and is not 
a matter of one’s will. Klauck (2000: 11) speaks of a “spirit of augury” here 
to stress the function of the girl. 

In the ancient world, magic and oracles were often combined and were 
used (1) to protect a person from misfortune, (2) to attack another or issue 
curses, (3) to win others over, and (4) to secure oracular utterances 
(Klauck 2000: 211 [see also 209-31] makes a useful distinction by noting 
that magic seeks to coerce the gods whereas prayer petitions them). Pliny 
the Elder (Nat. 28.19) said, “There is in fact no one who is not afraid of 
being cursed by terrible imprecations,” while alluding to tablets on which 
curses were recorded. Philo (Spec. Laws 3.18 §§100-101) speaks against 


magic that seeks to change another’s emotion. Often such magicians were 
young, beautiful girls or older witches, with Circe as the prototype 


(Homer, Od. 10.234-40). Some saw magic as engaging the sympathetic 


powers ofthe universe (so Plotinus, Enneads 4.4.40-45). To most readers 
from highly modernized cultures, all of this is very foreign. But in the 
ancient world, when this slave girl is called a magician, it conjures up this 


kind of background and association. This helps to explain Paul’s 
nervousness and reaction to her declarations about him. 
This is the only occurrence of the term for soothsaying in the NT. It 


refers to the practice of divination (BAGD 491 $1; BDAG 616). The scene 
will lead to a confrontation like that in Luke 4:33-35 and 8:28-35. The 
challenge from non-Jewish faith is also paralleled in Acts 8:4-25 and 
19:11-41. There is a financial element (&pyaoia, ergasia, “business” and by 


synecdoche “profit”) to this work as well that also parallels Acts 19 and 
was critiqued in Greco-Roman works (Acts 16:19; 19:24; Lucian, Alexander 


the False Prophet; Apuleius, The Golden Ass 8.26-30; Witherington 1998: 494). 
Bruce (1988a: 312) notes that in Philippi three very different kinds of 
individuals are singled out: religious women, a possessed woman from the 


“dark side” (Deut. 18:10-12; 1 Sam. 28:8; Ezek. 13:6; 21:29; Mic. 3:11), and a 
simple “secular soldier.” Williams (1990: 280) argues that they are the 


three groups held in contempt by Jews: women, slaves, and Gentiles—so 
all gender, ethnic, and social barriers are crossed. 


For many days “she was crying out” (&xpalev, ekrazen, imperfect tense). 
She describes Paul's group as bond servants (600X01, douloi) of God, an 
expression Paul also uses of himself (Rom. 1:1). They serve “the Most High 
God” (tod 8e0d tod ÚyiortOv, tou theou tou hypsistou), a key description of 
God in a polytheistic environment but one that could be misunderstood 
because non-Jewish religions also used the expression for pagan gods 
(Barrett 1998: 786; Witherington 1998: 494; Trebilco 1989: 58-62; Schnabel 
2004: 1154-55). This title for Paul's God appears to highlight God's 
uniqueness by proclaiming him as the one true God, but it also could have 
struck the non-Jewish ears of the Philippians as a reference to God as a 


great one (used of Zeus in Aeschylus, Eumenides 28-29). Le Cornu and 


Shulam (2003: 893-94) seem to read the scene too much in terms of a 
Jewish versus Greco-Roman audience when they prefer to explain Paul's 
reaction as less about what is said or heard and more about its simply 
coming from a pythonic source. In other words, she could have been 
understood as saying that Paul's God was the highest among many gods, 
because the expression is not necessarily a reference to Yahweh but 
simply to a supreme god of one’s preference. Although what the woman is 
saying could be construed as ironically true, the fact that she represents 
many gods makes her testimony less than welcome and, ultimately, 
potentially misleading. The title is rare in the NT, although Luke’s Gospel 
uses it often (Luke 1:32, 35, 76; 6:35; 8:28; Acts 7:48) as does the LXX but in 
a decidedly unnatural way. Only Heb. 7:1 has the full phrase “Most High 
God” as here. Finally, the phrase ó80v owtnpiac (hodon söterias) may mean 
only “a” way of salvation, adding to the confusion of what she is saying. 

The girl’s declaration annoys (S1arrovnBeic, diaponetheis) Paul. This verb 
means “be disturbed” or “be burdened” by something (BAGD 187; BDAG 
235; Acts 4:2 is the only other NT occurrence of the verb, which is also not 
used in the LXX). So Paul moves to stop the woman’s actions. By stopping 
her, he shows his divine power over such forces. This is part of the 
significance of Paul's speaking in Jesus’s name. It is Jesus’s authority that 
is at work in this exorcism. The God Paul proclaims is specifically tied to 
the divine work through Jesus. The exorcism is immediate, taking place 
“at that very hour.” The specification of Jesus here is important in 
identifying the God whom Paul preaches. Paul's exorcism is not well 
received by those who are earning money from the woman’s activity. 
Here, the reaction is as important to the account as the miracle. 


16:19-21 The girl’s masters are not happy, as their means of profit has 
disappeared. Money is more important to them than salvation (Luke 12:21; 
18:18-30; Mark 5:16-17; Acts 19:24-29), not to mention the woman’s 
welfare and dignity. They seize Paul and Silas and bring them into the 
marketplace (áyopav, agoran) to the magistrate, complaining that they are 
“disturbing our city” and “advocating customs that it is not lawful [for 
Romans] to accept or practice.” What this could mean culturally is much 


discussed by scholars. Paul and Silas have done nothing to disturb the 
peace other than to liberate the slave girl, which costs the owners some of 
their livelihood, but this could well be the point. The owners ironically 


could perceive Paul’s act as magic that also brings harm, something 
outlawed in Rome (de Vos 1999). The charge is really a microcosm of what 
will erupt later as a full-blown conflict in Ephesus. The pattern of a simple 
account followed later by a more developed one is a stylistic feature of 


Luke’s writing (compare Iconium [Acts 14] with Athens [Acts 17] that is 
similar in development). 

The marketplace would have a raised judgment seat, the bema, where 
the magistrate sits to render judgment (Witherington 1998: 496). This site 
in Philippi has been excavated, with a second-century level now 
uncovered. The magistrates would be known as praetores or, better, as 
duoviri (for these titles, CIL 3.633, 650, 654, 7339; Josephus, Ant. 14.10.22 


8247; 20.6.2 9131 notes such an office; Barrett 1998: 789). Luke uses two 


general Greek terms for this office in verses 19-20 (&pyovtac, archontas, 
rulers; otpatnyoic, stratégois, magistrates). 

The two-part charge makes clear that Paul and Silas have focused on 
the Gentiles in their work. They bring a foreign religion, in their accusers’ 
view, or, perhaps more accurately, a destructive foreign cult, given that 
the Roman policy was one of religious tolerance unless a religion was seen 
to be destructive to others (Pliny the Elder, Nat. 30.11; Apuleius, Apology 47, 
mentions laws against using spells to harm crops). This is the first formal 
indictment against Paul in Acts (Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 902). 

The ethnic perspective present in this charge is that these men are Jews 
who advocate customs or undertake practices that are not what Romans 
espouse or practice. The Roman pride of Philippi is a point of focus here, 
as Artemis will be for Ephesus in Acts 19. Since the Romans emphasized 
tolerance of such differences and allowed each ethnic and religious group 
to observe their own customs, the charge of trying to get Romans to do 
what they do not normally do is serious, since Paul would be seen as 


challenging a person’s livelihood and the economic well-being of the city. 
The complaint is probably that if Romans are encouraged to become 
Christians, their new loyalties will direct them away from Caesar and 
faithful citizenship to Rome, since Christians do not worship the emperor 
as Roman law instructs (see Acts 17:7). The fear may also be that if this 


religion is adopted, with acts similar to the one Paul performed, anyone 
could be at risk of losing their livelihood, not to mention the effect on 
commerce involving the gods. Thus the charge may also be that Paul and 


Silas practice an “unsanctioned” religion or threaten the stability ofthe 
colony by promoting revolution (Schnabel 2004: 1155). 

This is similar to the Roman view that feared Judaism, which, although 
it was tolerated as a sanctioned religion, was not held in high esteem 
because it promoted practices regarded as drawing allegiance from Rome 
and its myriad religions (Tacitus, Hist. 5.5; Cicero, Pro Flacco 28; Juvenal, 


Satires 14.96-106). Sherwin-White (1963: 78-83) notes that proselytizing 
was not illegal but was discouraged. It was preferred that religions be 
officially recognized. Probably because this is a new teaching, there is a 
call for a hearing (Cicero, De legibus 2.8.19; Fitzmyer 1998: 587). Barrett 
(1998: 790) suggests that Luke sees Christianity as a form of true Judaism 
here, against Conzelmann (1987: 131). It is hard to be sure, but portraying 
this as the early Roman and Pauline view of Christianity fits with other 
texts in Acts (23:29; Acts 24 defense speech). Paul and Silas are portrayed 
as Jews who appeal across ethnic lines to Romans (21:39; 26:4-5). Only the 
Jews are referred to. There is no mention of Timothy or Luke. They may 
well have been spared because they were Gentiles or because they were 
not in as visible a role. 

In a sense, the reaction here is like that of another city’s to the 
Gerasene demoniac (Mark 5:1-20). Despite the man’s healing, the 
townspeople ask Jesus to leave because of the disturbing loss of pigs that 
resulted from the exorcism. In both cases, the point is that larger 
monetary interests outweigh concerns for the person benefited. It also 
illustrates a point Luke often makes that material concerns can distort 
perception. 

The charge of “disturbing our city [i.e., the peace]” (extapäcoovoıv 
nv trv TOALv, ektarassousin hemön ten polin) crosses directly into the 


magistrate’s authority (on disturbing a city, see Josephus, J.W. 7.3.2 841; 


Ant. 17.10.1 8253). This is what he cannot allow. The charge is not unlike 
what was said of Jesus in Luke 23:2, 5. 


16:22-24 The accusers try to make the issue an ethnic one. Although 


Paul’s message transcends ethnic distinctions, the local magistrate is 
ignorant of this. He is a product of local (mis)information. Here is a 


picture of Roman justice at the most local level. Paul's group has no 
chance to defend itself from the charges. What now follows is either the 
allowance of a mass riot and beating (2 Cor. 11:25; 1 Thess. 2:2) or the 
carrying out of a judgment against Paul by the citizens (on the scholarly 
discussion, see Schnabel 2004: 1156).[3] The magistrates command them to 
be whipped (paB6diCetv, rhabdizein; the only other NT instance of this verb 
is in 2 Cor. 11:25). The whipping will later become a point of consternation 
when Paul's Roman citizenship emerges in verse 37, because Roman 
citizens are not to be whipped (Cicero, In Verrem 5.62; Williams 1990: 288). 
This punishment would take place at the hands of the lictores, “rod- 
bearers,” who keep bundled rods as the symbol of Roman justice to inflict 
lighter punishments. This in effect is a caning designed to discourage 
Paul's group from continuing to preach. In Latin, this punishment was 
called an admonitio, from which is derived the word “admonition.” The 
term indicates the “warning” element in the punishment. This kind of 
beating was also called the fustigatio (BAGD 733; BDAG 902). They remove 
their garments and beat them. This would take place in public (C. 
Schneider, TDNT 6:971). Other forms of beating included a lashing with 
cords or leather strips (castigatio) and a flogging with chains (verberatio). 

With the completion of the beating, they are tossed into the “inner” 
prison and fastened to stocks. The first meaning of the term tò ¿vAov (to 
xylon) is “wood” (Herodotus, Hist. 9.37). The stocks are made of wood and 
designed to prevent escape. They can be tight and painful, with holes to 
push the legs apart (Bruce 1988a: 315), but Luke does not mention torture 
here. This is the only occurrence of this term in the NT with this meaning. 
The magistrate probably wants to make an example of them, so he holds 
them for a time. Nothing about such confinement was pleasant. Prisoners 
slept seated or on the hard floor and were seen as deserving harsh 
treatment (Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 905; esp. Rapske 1994b: 123-27; 
Lucian, Toxaris 150-51). These details prepare for the miracle of the 
deliverance to come. 


16:25-27 Divine deliverance takes place in the context of Paul and Silas 
singing and praising God near midnight (kata 6€ to LEOOVÜKTIOV, kata de to 
mesonyktion, literally, “about midnight”). The other prisoners hear the 
praise. Tertullian says of this event, “The legs feel nothing in the stocks 
when the heart is in heaven” (To the Martyrs 2; joy amid suffering: Rom. 
5:3; James 1:2; 1 Pet. 1:6; T. Jos. 8.5; “hymning,” Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16). Prayer 
is common in Acts at difficult moments (1:14; 4:23-31; 6:4; 7:60; 9:11; in the 
OT, Dan. 3:24 LXX, prayer of the three men in the oven [= Prayer of Azariah 
1 Eng.]). Prayer and singing also were a common response of those in 
prison (Epictetus, Discourses 2.6.26 [emulating Socrates, there is singing by 
the imprisoned Bacchae]; Conzelmann 1987: 132; Barrett 1998: 793; Lake 
and Cadbury 1933: 197). An earthquake shakes the prison, so that the 
doors open and the fetters (Seopd, desma) come free from the walls (on 
divine shaking: Exod. 19:18; Pss. 17:8; 47:6; 81:5; 96:4; 98:1 LXX [18:7; 48:5; 
82:5; 97:4; 99:1 Eng.]; Matt. 28:2; Acts 4:31; 12:6-11).|4] Earthquakes in this 
region are common. Fitzmyer (1998: 588) notes that the timing of this 
event is key in pointing to God’s work. In Hellenism, an earthquake points 
to atheophany (Ovid, Metam. 9.782-83; 15.669-78; Johnson 1992: 300). In a 
few passages in Acts, the term Seo pa refers to one who is imprisoned (the 
“chained”) by a kind of metonymy (20:23; 23:29; 26:31). In other passages, 
it refers to the chains directly (26:29). God is still the primary agent in 
these events, and special providence is at work as these chains come loose 
(àvéðn, anethé; used of loosening linkages on a boat in 27:40). 

When the jailer awakes, he decides that the escape means that he is a 
dead man anyway, as the penalty for allowing an escape is often death 
(12:19; 27:42; Justinian, Code 9.4.4, over a third of Justinian’s legal 
compilation is older, going back to Ulpian in the third century AD). This is 
another common theme that mirrors Hellenistic life (Chariton of 
Aphrodisias, Chaer. 3.1.1; 1.5.2; 5.9.9-10; Xenophon of Ephesus, Eph. Tale 
2.4.6). Schnabel (2004: 1157) challenges this on the premise that the 
situation does not change after the jailer is saved, but fails to note that 
with the prisoners being present, there is no escape and thus no risk. 
Schnabel prefers the explanation that the jailer”s religious sensitivities are 
upset as he realizes that punishing them was wrong. This may be a factor 
at work here, but it is not the only one. 


Haenchen (1987: 500-501) finds the entire scene unbelievable. Would 
the mere loosing of the chains have let the prisoners be at risk to flee? 
Would the jailer have sought to kill himself without checking first? How 


did Paul know what the jailer was about to do? The jailer’s reaction, 
however, reflects ancient values of shame and honor, since the jailer and 
his superiors might see the incident as a dereliction of duty. The severity 
of the quake may have led him to assume that they have escaped, given 
that it shook the chains loose. There is no indication that the jailer is 
completely rational and thinking clearly in his response (Marshall 1980: 
272), because an earthquake might be seen as a legitimate excuse and thus 
lessen his punishment for allowing prisoners to escape (Justinian, Digest 
48.3.12; Barrett 1998: 795). The earthquake, especially if severe enough to 
loosen chains, may also have made the jailer nervous about who was 
imprisoned and why the gods have acted in this way. He decides that it 
will be better for him to take his own life, since his fear of his superiors is 
great. Only Paul stops him by telling the jailer that they are all still 
present in the prison (v. 28). The miracle is different from Acts 5 and 12, as 


here there are no angels and no escape. Paul will trust in God's care and 
stay where he is in this case (at other times he seeks to escape). 


16:28-30 What happens next changes the jailer’s life. Paul calls out to the 
jailer not to do anything bad (undev npäsng veavtá kakóv, meden praxes 
seautö kakon; i.e., commit suicide), for all the prisoners remain. 


Conzelmann’s claim (1987: 132) that Paul's knowledge here shows the 
legendary character of the scene is excessively skeptical (also Haenchen 
1987: 501). There is nothing that prevents Paul from seeing what the jailer 
is about to do (Bruce 1990: 364). Witherington (1998: 498) notes that Luke 
does not tell us whether there is enough light to see or whether this is a 
prophetic insight. Marshall (1980: 272) suggests that Paul might have 
heard the reaction or seen it. He also reminds the reader of Acts that as a 
condensed account, it does not give us every imaginable detail of the 
scene. When the jailer comes in and sees them all there, he falls before 
Paul and Silas, trembling out of respect, not worship (for trembling, Acts 


7:32; Heb. 12:21). Luke sometimes notes this kind of behavior (Acts 10:25- 


26; 14:11-13). The jailer does seem to sense that some divine force has 
been at work. 


The jailer leads them out of the prison and asks what he must do to be 
saved. The use of iva (hina) indicates purpose (Wallace 1996: 472). Luke 
again uses the divine “must” (Sel, dei) here. Acts 2:37 and Luke 3:10 record 


similar questions without the divine “must.” In the logic of the narrative, 
the jailer surely knows why the men are there. Their religious claims must 
have registered with him when the quake came and they preserved his life 
by staying. He in effect asks to share in their deliverance, which the 
earthquake has symbolized (for this kind of question, see Aelius Aristides, 
Orations 70; Bruce 1990: 364). This is more than a request to save his life, as 
that has already taken place (Acts 13:47 and 16:17 set up the heightened 
sense here; Johnson 1992: 301). The earthquake has presented him with 


irrefutable evidence that God is at work with Paul's group. He wants to 


know whatever more Paul can offer. Is there a way to escape God's 
reaction to the injustice in which the jailer has played a role? In the face 
of this evidence, the jailer does not want to be found on the opposing side. 


16:31 Paul explains that faith in the Lord Jesus will save the jailer and his 
household. This brief confession expresses the core of what saving 
response is—to trust in Jesus’s salvation authority and work. “Lord” is the 
title chosen here to summarize that authority (küpıog, kyrios; see Acts 
2:36). The use of this title reflects tradition (Rom. 10:9; Phil. 2:11; Barrett 
1998: 797; Acts 5:14; 9:42; 11:17). Clearly, Luke is summarizing here. The 
jailer would have the meaning of such a confession explained to him (v. 32 


says as much). The theme of Jesus’s authority is what was highlighted in a 


first-century Gentile context in the church’s preaching (Acts 10:42; 17:30- 
31). At a literary level in the unit, faith in Jesus is the answer to the way of 
salvation (16:17; Fitzmyer 1998: 589). It is the theological point as well, 
being the core of the kerygma. 


16:32-34 Paul's group speaks the word about the Lord to the jailer and his 
household. Luke gives no details in this case. This summary is all he 
presents. 

In a response filled with gratitude, the jailer takes them and washes 
their wounds from the earlier beating. His household is baptized 
immediately, as was the case in Acts 2, 8, 10, and 16 (Pentecost, the 
Ethiopian eunuch, Cornelius, and Lydia, respectively).[5] The involvement 


ofthe household is stressed, as it is noted three times in the unit (vv. 31, 
32, 33; Jervell 1998: 426). Household responses appear also in 11:14 and 
16:15 with Cornelius and Lydia. As with the Ethiopian eunuch and with 


Cornelius’s family (8:38; 10:48), baptism follows immediately upon faith to 
symbolize the washing that is associated with their response of faith. The 


jailer may have washed the prisoners’ wounds, but he himself received a 
better washing. “He washed and was washed; he washed them from their 


stripes, and was himself washed from his sins” (John Chrysostom, Hom. 
Acts 36.2). 

The jailer takes them to his home and feeds them. Although some 
suggest it, this is not a eucharistic meal. Schneider (1982: 218) correctly 
rejects this association, as Luke would have been clearer if this were 
meant. The verse uses the Greek idiom napé8nkev tpáneav (paretheken 
trapezan, he set a table), which means that he prepared a meal for them 


(Homer, Od. 5.92; Josephus, Ant. 6.14.3 $338). Another issue is whether such 
food would have been unclean from a Jewish perspective. Le Cornu and 


Shulam (2003: 914-18) think it is quite possible that it was clean, either in 


what was offered or what they chose to eat. However, if 1 Cor. 10:23-30 is 
any guide, Paul would not have been too concerned with questions of 
kosher meals and kashrut laws (the Hebrew name for laws about unclean 


or, better, “worthy” food). 

The verse ends with a summary note that there is joy that the 
household has believed in God. Once again Luke links God with the unique 
work of Jesus. There is joy that faith has come to the household (Luke 1:14, 
44, 47; 10:21; Acts 2:26, 46). Their faith is summarized in a causal perfect 
participle (memotevkoc, pepisteukös) to suggest its enduring quality 
(Wallace 1996: 632). Given the near midnight occurence of the earthquake, 
it is now surely deep in the night. Sometimes joy loses track of time. 

The give-and-take of the scene portrays the new fellowship that the 
bonds of Christ have formed (on hospitality, Acts 2:42, 46; 16:15; 17:5; 18:7; 
Larkin 1995: 242). Now that they are no longer in prison, God has brought 
about a different kind of connection between them. Those who were 
enemies and separated are immediately brought together. Thus the scene 
also illustrates the reconciliation that the gospel brings at the human 
level. It shows faith through the reception of the word about Jesus, leading 
to baptism and joy followed by the service of meeting the needs of others 


in care and hospitality. To know God means that others are treated with 
care. 


16:35-36 The magistrates decide to let Paul and Silas go, seemingly the 


end of the matter. They send the “police” to inform the jailer of what has 
been decided. These could be the men who beat them, because the term 
Tov pardodxovc (tous rhabdouchous) refers to those who are carriers of 
wooden rods, called fasces in Latin. These men function as constables or 
police (BAGD 733; BDAG 902). This and Acts 16:38 are the only occurrences 
of the noun in the NT. They tell Paul and Silas that they are free to go. 


16:37-39 At this point, Paul reports that he and (apparently) Silas are 


Roman citizens (22:25-29), although why he waited so long to mention 
this is not clear and is much discussed, as noted above (see the discussion 


of 16:22-24). Josephus tells a story about Jews who have Roman 


citizenship (Ant. 14.10.13 §228; Schille 1984: 349). Had Paul tried to make 
the point but been unable to obtain the attention of the magistrate over 


the crowd’s reaction? The text does not indicate this at all, although the 


crowd’s spontaneous reaction might make it so. More likely is that Paul 
made a strategic decision not to mention it during the judgment because 
it would confuse the understanding of his loyalties. 

The text does indicate that the stealthy manner of the release leaves 
Paul less than pleased because the issue of his (and especially his new 


faith’s) innocence would be left publicly unresolved. The use of yap (gar) 
here reinforces the remark that the release should not be done secretly 


(BDF §452.2). Paul is not a troublemaker, and his Christian cohorts will not 
be either (the view of Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 920 that Paul is 
concerned here about affirming and vindicating his Jewish identity misses 
the point that Paul in particular represents the Christian presence). 
Arbitrary treatment should not be allowed (Marshall 1980: 274). In Rome, 
fair trials are advised (Barrett 1998: 802). Paul’s caning has been public 
shame for him, but the release is to keep the magistrates from shame 
(Johnson 1992: 301). This would not be a good result for others in Philippi 
who also might be subject to persecution for their faith. 


In addition, if Paul avoided persecution by his Roman citizenship and 
left his Philippian brethren exposed to it, then this would be a violation of 


his solidarity and oneness with them in being willing to share in Christ’s 
sufferings. So he presses the matter, noting that the Romans have beaten 
him without a verdict of guilt, so that the issue of the injustice of his 


suffering will be public (Rapske 1994b: 129-34). When Paul claims Roman 
citizenship in Jerusalem in 22:25, the situation is different, since there is 


no doubt as to Paul’s oneness with the community in boldly testifying to 
Jesus, and the scourge to be faced is more severe. 

This detail about the release is important because it is against Roman 
law to cane aRoman citizen, and so Paul is owed an apology at the least. 


Paul’s rights, established by ancient law codes, have been violated. The 
Valerian (509 BC), Porcian (248 BC), and Julian law codes (ca. 23 BC) 
affirmed such protections (Conzelmann 1987: 133; Bruce 1990: 366).[6] 
Livy (Hist. Rom. 10.9.4) notes the heavy penalty for flogging or killing a 
Roman citizen, according to the Porcian Law (Barrett 1998: 801). Some 
exceptions allowed Roman citizens to be beaten, but it was never without 


a full hearing (Williams 1990: 291; Sherwin-White 1963: 72-76). The risk to 
the magistrates is significant, for part of their role is to protect Romans 
from injustice. If they fail in giving such protection, they might never 
serve in such a role again (Dio Cassius, Rom. Hist. 60.24.4). 

Paul therefore refuses simply to go free, given that as a Roman citizen 
he has been beaten without a formal charge being proved against him and 
without receiving a formal hearing. He wishes to make his innocence a 
matter of record to those in charge and to be publicly escorted out of 
prison, an act showing his innocence. A false claim of such citizenship 
could mean execution, so that is not likely here (Witherington 1998: 499— 
502; Suetonius, Claudius 25.3). 

As proof of such citizenship, individuals might carry a professio with 
them, or birth certificate indicating their status. These were small wooden 
diptychs (Williams 1990: 292; Sherwin-White 1963: 148-49). Normally, 
however, people did not carry such important documents. It may well be 
that the officials accepted Paul’s claim because the legal risk to Paul for 
lying made it unlikely that he would do so. Paul's public release 
constituted an added element of protection for the local community. The 
magistrates would be more careful in the future. 


The magistrates come, address the concern, and ask (Npotwv, eróton) 
Paul's group to leave the city,[7] probably to guarantee the peace. Paul and 
Silas graciously accept. The imperfect tense of npotwv is probably 
iterative, given the progressive nature of the tense in this context: they 


“repeatedly asked” them to leave as they discussed the matter. Although 
the RSV, NET, and NIT translate the aorist verb napexaAeoav (parekalesan) 


as “apologized,” this rendering may be too strong. The term simply 
indicates an effort at exhortation and comfort, a conciliation (BAGD 617 


85; BDAG 765 $5), much as the father does with the elder son in the 
parable of the prodigal, where this term also appears (Luke 15:28). 


“Appealed to them” (NASB) and “came to appease them” (NIV) are better 
renderings. 


A pattern will emerge in Acts 16-18: Christians are brought before 
officials, are accused, and are told to stop preaching or face a reaction that 
seeks to curb their mission, but the mission continues. The mission is 
shaking the pagan culture, but justice shows that it should not be stopped. 
Paul notes his suffering here in 1 Thess. 2:2 and in 2 Cor. 11:25. These 
events remain with him. 


16:40 Peter and Silas go to Lydia’s house to see her and the other 


believers. After giving their exhortations (11:23; 14:22; 15:31-32) to the 
brethren, they depart. 


In sum, this text provides a clear glimpse of the impact of Paul's 
ministry as an example for our own. Paul challenged things that were 


destructive to people’s well-being and liberated a woman from a vocation 
that was taking advantage of her. His challenge of the servant girl and 
what she represented was part of the battle for the presence of the 
kingdom. The real problem was not the girl but the demonic forces and 


the desire for greed that drove her vocation. Fernando (1998: 453-54) 
speaks of how reluctant we are today to see anything as demonic or as 
being influenced by malevolent spiritual forces. We ignore such 
destructiveness to our peril. What Paul pushed for here was not a political 
or legal change but a personal change. If the way in which people lead 
their lives is changed, then the practice around them changes, even to the 


dislike of others who wish to continue such destructive practices. Such 
work some will not accept. 


We also see Paul faithful in prison. The impact of God’s actions around 
him lead to change for a Philippian jailer, who himself remains open to 
what God may be doing, even keeping an eye on the circumstances around 
him. Key characters in this unit are revealed through two conversions: 
Lydia and the jailer. In one case, a pious woman related to the God of Israel 
responds. She provides a strategic base of operation for Paul through her 
supportive hospitality, an act that Acts records as an example to others 


(Sterck-Degueldre 2004: 248-49). In the other case, a pure Gentile 
responds and opens his home to Paul as a grateful expression for the 


gospel’s reception. The one might well represent someone of religious 
background whereas the other is truly the first-century equivalent of an 


unchurched person. What both together show is the scope of Paul’s 
ministry and what can happen if someone remains open to what God has 
done through Jesus. The third key figure of the unit is the liberated girl. 
Nothing more is said about her after the exorcism, but she also is the 


beneficiary of an act of God’s liberating grace. As Stott (1990: 268) 
observes, there were few people more diverse ethnically, socially, 
psychologically, and culturally than Lydia, the girl, and the jailer, and yet 
Paul engaged them all with a gospel intended for all. 


Additional Notes 


16:12. A complex textual problem here has led to a conjecture in NA?’ about what the reading 
should be. Bruce (1990: 357) supports this conjecture when he reads the description as mpatns 
pepióoc tç Makedoviac nóis (prötes meridos tes Makedonias polis, a city of the first division of 
Macedonia) on the basis that the region had four subdistricts. What precipitated the issue is that 
Philippi is not the chief city of Macedonia, as the text might suggest, because Thessalonica was 
the capital and Amphipolis was a larger city. The reading found in P’*, x, A, C, Y, and 81 is opted 
for here: mp@tn ts nepidog MaxeSovias rrólc (pröte tes meridos Makedonias polis, a leading city of 
the district of Macedonia). Two points favor this reading. First, there is attestation for it. Second, 
such a description can be read as an expression of civic pride, as Ascough (1998) shows in 
discussing the problem in detail. His article demonstrates that civic pride often meant ascribing 
titles to a city to lift it up. He notes various inscriptions and texts showing that Ephesus often 
made such claims, as did Pergamum, Miletus, Smyrna, Athens, Sepphoris, and Thessalonica. The 


term “district” is being used in a colloquial, not a technical, sense, and so there is no error here. 
The problem also is discussed in detail in Metzger (1971: 444-46). Their solution (also the NET 
note on Acts 16:12; HCSB) is accepted here. 


16:13. This verse also has a difficult textual problem. The oldest MSS (P”*, x) read &vönıZev 
rıpooevyn (enomizen proseuche; X has the accusative form, mpooevynv), which raises a couple of 
issues. Oddly, the normal first-person plural (we) of two other verbs in verse 13 shifts to a third- 
person singular at this one point in some MSS, and the noun is a nominative where an accusative 
would be expected. The result is that a host of variant readings exist for both the verb and the 
noun. The critical edition of the Greek text reads évopiGopev mpooevyny (enomizomen proseuchen), 
following A2, C, and Y: “we supposed a place of prayer.” This looks like the “least unsatisfactory 
solution” (so Metzger 1971: 447). 


16:19. Codex D has a variant reading: “that they had been deprived of the moneymaking they had 
through her.” 


16:30. Here D and the Syriac add tovc Aoinovc dGo@aAtodpeEvos (tous loipous asphalisamenos, having 
secured the rest). 


16:31. Some MSS add “Christ” to the title for Jesus in this verse (C, D, E, ¥, Byz), but the addition 
does not qualify as the more difficult reading because Christ is acommon title. 


16:35. Here D has another major expansion. It notes that the magistrates came together in the 
agora and that they remembered that the earthquake had occurred and were frightened. 


16:39. Again D adds to the text, as friends of the magistrates are present, the innocence of Paul 
and Silas is stated explicitly, and a rationale for their departure is given: “lest they gather against 
us, crying out against us.” This worry about immediate retribution is not a Lukan theme. 


16:40. Codex D expands by noting, “They narrated the things the Lord had done for them.” 


5. In Thessalonica (17:1-9) 


This unit recounts Paul’s work in the capital of Macedonia. After 
traveling (v. 1), Paul makes the case for Jesus as fulfilling the divine 
plan of Scripture. He teaches for three weeks at the synagogue (vv. 2- 
3). Some Jews are persuaded along with many Greeks and prominent 
women (v. 4). This arouses the reaction of other Jews, who attack the 
home of Jason. They also charge him and those who are hosting the 
preachers with acting against Caesar and declaring Jesus to be 
another king (vv. 5-7). Only after Jason pays security is he released 
(vv. 8-9). The section is tightly bound with the following scene, as 
Acts 17:11 and 13 look back to Thessalonica, one verse making a 
comparison and the other telling of persecution (Schneider 1982: 
222). It also repeats the pattern of opposition and the kind of charge 
that surfaced at Philippi. 

The unit is a Lukan narrative summary and could have its roots in 
Pauline sources (Fitzmyer 1998: 593), although Schneider (1982: 222) 
speaks more generally of news from the tradition. Barrett (1998: 807) 
suggests local tradition perhaps even from Jason of Thessalonica, and 
Jervell (1998: 435) speaks of solid mission and community traditions. 
Paul's preaching meets with both success and persecution, a 
consistent pattern in the book. Johnson (1992: 308-9) notes parallels 
between Acts and Paul's summaries in 1 Thess. 1:6; 2:2, 16; and 3:1-2. 
These include Paul's humiliation in Philippi before arriving at the 
city, the opposition in Thessalonica by Jews and Gentiles, the 
receiving of the word with affliction, his going to Athens afterward, 
and his sending of Timothy to them. Marshall (1980: 275-76) is right 
to point out against Haenchen (1987: 513) that Paul describes his 
suffering at the hands of both ethnic groups in 1 Thess. 2:14-16, a 
point Haenchen notes but dismisses. Where sources overlap enough 


to be compared, Luke’s description appears accurate. This can speak 
well for his general method and his treatment in passages where 
corroboration is not available. 

Paul preaches to Jews and Gentiles here and does so with an 
argument that almost looks syllogistic: Scripture said that the 
Messiah would suffer and be raised. Jesus experienced this. Therefore 
Jesus is the promised Messiah. The idea of the Messiah for Greek 
minds involved a claim of kingship, something Jesus possessed but 
not in the merely political sense the Greeks associated with the 
concept. All of this leads to the mixed and culturally debated 
reception Paul receives. This mixed reaction is the way the world 
responds to the gospel. In this case, the situation is stirred up in part 


by Jews who reject Paul’s message and the Gentiles’ reaction who see 
Jesus as directly challenging Caesar. A different reaction by another 
group of Jews awaits in Beroea. Luke is clear that the gospel meets 
with different reactions within Judaism. Witherington (1998: 502) 
notes that accusations against Paul in this journey are raised twice by 


Jews, in Acts 17:5-7 and 18:12-13, and twice by Gentiles, in 16:19-21 
and 19:24-27. Two times the charges are believed (16:22-24; 17:8-9), 


and twice they are dismissed (18:14-17; 19:35-40). The world’s jury is 
still out on the new faith, but it is not the clear threat some make it 
out to be. 


Exegesis and Exposition 


1Passing through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a 
synagogue of the Jews. 2And Paul went in, as was his custom, and for three Sabbaths he argued 
with them from the Scriptures, 3explaining and proving that it was necessary for the Christ to 
suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, “This one is the Christ, Jesus, whom | proclaim to 
you.” 4And some of them were persuaded, and joined Paul and Silas, as did a great many of the 
worshiping Greeks and not a few of the leading women. 5But being jealous and taking some 
wicked fellows of the rabble and gathering a crowd, the ™ ' Jews set the city in an uproar; and 
attacking the house of Jason, they were seeking to bring them out to the people. 6And not finding 
them, they dragged Jason and some of the brothers before the city authorities, crying, “These 
men who have turned the world upside down have come here also, ‘whom Jason has received; 


and they are all acting against the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, Jesus.” 
8And the people and the city authorities were disturbed upon hearing this. 9And taking a security 
for peace from Jason and the rest, they let them go. 


17:1-3 Paul and Silas travel to Thessalonica by way of Amphipolis and 
Apollonia. Amphipolis was capital of one of the four subdistricts (the first 
district) in Macedonia (Livy, Hist. Rom. 45.29; Barrett 1998: 808; Schnabel 
2004: 1149). The Strymon River surrounded it on three sides. Much of the 
Macedonian leadership of Philip of Macedon and Alexander the Great 
came from this area. Amphipolis also was a major city under Augustus. It 
was thirty-three miles south-southwest of Philippi, and Apollonia was 
twenty-seven miles west-southwest of Amphipolis. 

Thessalonica, thirty-five miles west of Apollonia, was the capital city of 
the second district of Macedonia (Marshall 1980: 276) and also served as 
capital of the whole region and home of the proconsul from 148 BC 


(Schnabel 2004: 1160-63). Strabo (Geogr. 7.7.21) called it “the metropolis of 


Macedonia.” The road used by Paul and Silas was the Via Egnatia, which 
took them along the eastern Macedonian coast and then west into 
Thessalonica. This city was located a little more than seventy miles 
southwest of Philippi, but the journey was longer because the route wove 
around the rugged Greek coast, which went from shore to hills almost 
immediately. It was a three-day trip if they had horses but would take a 
few days longer if they traveled on foot. Thessalonica was a vital link to 
the Balkans with routes by land and sea (Rom. 15:19; 1 Thess. 1:7-8; Larkin 
1995: 245). As a “free city,” it had the right to self-government on a Greek 
model (Sherwin-White 1963: 95-98). The poet Antipater of Thessalonica 
called it “the mother of all Macedonia” (Palatine Anthology 4.228). It had a 
major harbor and was a key link to the Bosporus and the Black Sea. Its 
population has been estimated between twenty and a hundred thousand 
(Schnabel 2004: 1162). As a senatorial province, it was very loyal to Rome, 
a point that will be important in the events to come. As Luke notes in 
verse 6, provincial governors ran the city. Its location on the coast made it 
ideal for commerce. 

As is Paul’s custom (Acts 13:5, 14; 14:1; 18:4; 19:8), he goes to the 
synagogue and presents the case for Jesus from the Scriptures on three 


Sabbaths (1 Thess. 1:5-2:16 gives Paul’s account of this event). Whether 
these are three consecutive Sabbaths, and so in three weeks, is not clear. 

His explanation and apologetic are described as revealing (S1avoiywv, 
dianoigön) and setting before (mapati8épEvoc, paratithemenos) them a case. 
The opening of Scripture recalls Luke 24:31-32, 45, where Jesus opened 
both the Scripture and the eyes of his followers after his resurrection. The 
second participle carries the idea of commending something or someone 
(Acts 14:23; 20:32). Here Paul makes the case that God is at work through 
Jesus (Josephus, Life 1 §6, has a similar use of the verb). Paul’s two-part 
argument in the synagogue begins with the idea that Scripture predicts 
two things: the Christ would suffer (Luke 22:15; 24:26, 46; Acts 1:3; 2:23; 
3:18; 26:22-23) and be raised (by God) from the dead (the passive 
construction makes God the provider of resurrection; Luke 24:46; Acts 
2:22-24; 10:41; 13:32-36). Wright (2003) shows how rooted the 
resurrection of Jesus was in early Christian thinking and how a 
resurrection within history for an individual lacked precedent in Judaism, 
which expected a resurrection only at the consummation. Jesus’s suffering 
followed by resurrection was a necessity of divine design (€65e1, edei), but 
no details about how the argument was made are given. Luke’s readers 
can think back to Acts 13 as a possible example. Part two of the argument 
is that Jesus fulfilled this plan (Acts 18:28). The use of the verb katayyéAAw 
(katangellö, proclaim) is frequent in Acts (3:24; 4:2; 13:5, 38; 15:36; 16:17, 21; 
17:13, 23; 26:23). 


17:4 Paul persuades both Jews and Greeks. Among the responders are 
devout Greeks and prominent women, so that the message runs across 
social classes. The reference to prominent women could be translated as a 
reference to the wives of prominent men, a reading Codex D makes 
explicit by mentioning the women “of the prominent.” The response 
among Jews, however, is not great, as only some (tivec, tines) are 
persuaded (éneio8noav, epeisthesan). Luke often uses this verb, especially 
about Paul (Acts 13:37; 14:19; 18:4; 19:8, 26; 26:28; 28:23-24). Those who 
respond identify with Paul and Silas's message and are joined 
(npooerAnpwenoav, proseklerothesan) to them, which may well suggest 
that they are meeting separately from the Jews now. The passive verb may 


again suggest God’s work in making them a part of the new community. If 
the verb has a middle force, then they are throwing in their lot with the 
missionaries (Williams 1990: 295). The verb is rare, an NT hapax, and does 
not appear in the LXX (Johnson 1992: 306). The major success is with the 
Gentiles. 


17:5-7 There also is opposition. Jealous Jews gather some of the “rabble” 
and stir up the city, attacking the house of Jason in hopes of finding Paul 
and his coworkers. The active voice of the participle (nAwoavteg 
(zelosantes) speaks to a state of jealousy in this context (Wallace 1996: 413). 
The expression áyopaiwv ávópas (agoraiön andras) refers to men who hang 
around the marketplace and is often translated “market people” (BAGD 
13; BDAG 14-15). When the term is associated with the idea of evil 
(ttovnpoüg, ponérous), however, then a reference to the “rabble” is 
appropriate (on this adjective for “evil” or “immoral,” see Luke 3:19; 7:21). 
Johnson (1992: 306) suggests they could be called “low lifes.”[1] The verb 
¿dopúBovv (ethoryboun, stir up) is imperfect, and so the meaning is that 
jealous (or perhaps zealous) Jews are going along and stirring up the 
crowd. Larkin (1995: 246) prefers a reference to Jews zealous for God's 
glory and the law, which is likely the motivation for at least some. The 
verb BopuBéw (thorybeö) means “stir up a riot” or “agitate” (BAGD 362 §1; 
BDAG 458; Josephus, Ant. 18.3.4 865). It often entails shouting and 
frightening others (Johnson 1992: 306; Nah. 2:4 LXX [2:3 Eng.]; Dan. 8:17; 
Plato, Phaedrus 245B; Acts 20:10; the noun is used in 20:1; 21:34; 24:18). 
They go to Jason’s home, hoping to find Paul and Silas. Jason is not 
identified beyond being a host to Paul and Silas. He may be the person 
mentioned in Rom. 16:21, but this is not certain. Fitzmyer (1998: 595) 
rejects the connection. Since Jason is acommon name, the connection 
cannot be established. 

When they cannot find Paul and Silas, they drag Jason and other 
believers in front of the people. The reference to people uses the Greek 
term öfjlıog (demos), which can refer to a public assembly of citizens 
responsible for judicial matters (Larkin 1995: 247). It is unclear whether 
the term has this technical sense here, as it is the authorities who are 


asked to act. It is possible that the assembly is called together to persuade 
the leaders. 

Next, the Jews who instigated these events bring them to the city 
authorities (noAıtapyag, politarchas). This office is well attested in 
inscriptions.[2] The city would have had five such leaders when Augustus 
ruled, but now may have six (Barrett 1998: 814). 

The first charge noted in verse 6b is that they have disrupted civil peace 
and now bring this practice to Thessalonica. In this description of Paul 
and his company, dvaotatwoavteg (anastatösantes) means literally 
“subvert” or “overthrow” the world, to “cause trouble everywhere” (NEB; 
Marshall 1980: 279). They are accused of stirring things up, as was the case 
in Philippi (Acts 16:20; BAGD 61; BDAG 72, to upset the stability of 
something; Gal. 5:12 and Acts 21:38 are the other NT occurrences). It is an 
old charge that goes back to Jesus’s examination before Pilate (Luke 23:2). 
The Jews in Thessalonica seem to have been informed about Paul and 
Silas’s activity elsewhere. Haenchen’s claim (1987: 508) that the 
description is a bad fit, given the faith’s newness, is another example of 
his more skeptical take on Acts and an overly literal reading of an idiom 
that means “cause widespread trouble.” Schnabel (2004: 1165-66) argues 
that the charge is purposefully exaggerated by those accusing Paul in 
order to try to get a response and has good historical credibility. Bruce 
(1990: 371) notes the idiom in P.Lond. 1912, lines 96-100, where Claudius 
writes the Alexandrines about the trouble some Jews from Syria and Egypt 
cause “the world” (oikovueévn, oikoumené), the same term as used here. 
Conzelmann (1987: 135) finds it strange that the prominent women cannot 
stop these events, but it is not clear if these women are among the leaders 
or other prominent Gentiles. The remark also ignores the spontaneous 
nature of these uprisings. Paul summarizes this event in 1 Thess. 2:14-16. 
The “shock” is now that these men “have come” here to spread their 
views. The use of näpeıoıv (pareisin) is an example of a present tense use 
with the force of a perfect tense (BDF 8322; Moulton and Turner 1963: 62). 

The second charge, noted in verse 7, is more serious: sedition (Latin, 
maiestas). It also is an old charge (Luke 23:2-4; John 19:12, 15; Polhill 1992: 
362). Fitzmyer (1998: 596) suggests three charges, with inciting against 
Caesar and proclaiming another king being distinct charges, but the two 


are related, as we argue below.[3] Jason and those he hosts are acting 
against the decrees of Caesar, saying that Jesus is another king. There is a 
touch of truth to the charge about Jesus and kingship, but the accusation 
is not entirely truthful, since there is no effort to overthrow Caesar (see 1 
Pet. 2:17, where the instruction is to honor the emperor). The missionaries 
may well have been heard to be predicting a change of rulers rather than 
fomenting outright rebellion. This would also be against Caesar's decrees 
(Marshall 1980: 279; Judge 1971). Roman texts indicate sensitivity to 
astrological predictions and other projected future occurrences (Dio 
Cassius, Rom. Hist. 56.25.5-6; 57.15.8; Tacitus, Ann. 6.20; 12.52; Larkin 1995: 
248; Bruce 1990: 371; Chilton 1955). 

Fitzmyer (1998: 596) notes this in an oath from the Augustan period, 
where loyalty was sworn to the emperor with the promise that one would 
report sedition. Witherington (1998: 508) suggests that Paul urges turning 
from idols (1 Thess. 1:9), speaks of the coming of Jesus as God's Son (1 
Thess. 4:15; 1:10), teaches about a kingdom (1 Thess. 2:12), and questions if 
peace would come throughout the world (1 Thess. 5:3; 2 Thess. 2). 
Listeners could understand all of this in the wrong way. The suggestion of 
sedition heightens and expands the detail on the charge raised in Philippi. 
Those in charge of the city have a political duty to make sure that Caesar’s 
place is not challenged (references to Caesar in Luke-Acts: Luke 2:1; 3:1; 
20:22, 24-25; 23:2; Acts 25:8, 10-12, 21; 26:32; 27:24; 28:19; Schneider 1982: 
225). The charge is important because it shows that Paul preaches a 
messianic Jesus, one who was proclaimed to be a king, although not in the 
sense the charge suggests. Those who see what Christians are doing in 
Acts should appreciate that the charge is false. 


17:8-9 The charges disturb the leaders, and so they secure an agreement 
with Jason and take a security from him, probably to guarantee the peace. 
Their solution is moderate, for they do not succumb to the crowd’s desire 
to punish the men (Johnson 1992: 307). In this context, the term ikavóc 


(hikanos) refers to the taking of “legal security” or bail, something to 
guarantee that this missionary group will not break the Roman law (BAGD 


374 §1c; BDAG 472 81). This act in Latin is called satis accipere and is well 
attested (Schneider 1982: 225n42; OGIS 484.50-51; 629.100-101). 


Does Jason agree to send Paul and Silas away? This seems quite probable 
in light of Paul’s remarks in 1 Thess. 2:14-18 suggesting that he would like 
to have remained (Bruce 1990: 372). With this commitment in place, Jason 
and the others are let go. The believers in Thessalonica send Paul and Silas 
away, no doubt to calm the city’s nerves. The believers agree that the only 
way to guarantee the peace and for Paul to be safe is for Paul to leave. 

In sum, the scene in Thessalonica shows how the arrival ofthe gospel 
continued to produce mixed results and reactions. We also know that the 
church held strong in the face of such pressure, as Paul’s later letters to 
the church there show (Bruce 1988a: 326). Fernando (1998: 460-61) 
observes that six verbs in this passage summarize the evangelistic effort. 
Paul “reasoned,” “explained,” “proved,” and “proclaimed.” The response 
was that some were “persuaded” and “joined.” Evangelism is about an 
exchange in which the evangelist sets forth the gospel, both affirming and 
defending it. This entails neither imposition nor manipulation but a 
straightforward setting forth of what God has done in Jesus (Fernando 
1998: 468). 


Additional Note 


17:5. Once again D expands and makes things clear by referring to disbelieving Jews. 


6. In Beroea (17:10-15) 


Paul now travels to Beroea, where he meets with a positive welcome 


(vv. 10-12). The account serves to show that not all locales are as 
contentious as Philippi and Thessalonica. Indeed, an explicit 
comparison with Thessalonica appears in verse 11. But another fact 
also remains: Paul is being pursued by those opposed to him, as the 
Jews of Thessalonica come and stir up trouble in Beroea as well (v. 
13). Paul is sent away, but Silas and Timothy remain there until Paul 


reaches Athens and calls for them to join him (vv. 14-15). 


This narrative summary account would also be rooted in Luke’s 
Pauline sources or other community traditions, as in other scenes. 


Exegesis and Exposition 


10The brothers immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Beroea, where, arriving, they 
went into the Jewish synagogue. 11These Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica 
because they received the word with all eagerness, daily examining the Scriptures to see if these 
things might be so. 12Therefore many of them believed "with not a few Greek women of high 
standing as well as men”. 13But when the Jews of Thessalonica learned that the word of God also 
was proclaimed by Paul at Beroea, they came there too, stirring up and inciting the crowds. 
14Then the brothers immediately sent Paul off on his way" ‘to the sea, but Silas and Timothy 
remained there. 15Those who escorted Paul brought him as far as Athens; " " and receiving a 
command for Silas and Timothy to come to him as soon as possible, they departed. 


17:10 Paul is sent to Beroea by night, indicating perhaps a hasty exit and 
concern for safety (Jervell 1998: 437). This terraced Macedonian town was 
located about forty-five miles west-southwest of Thessalonica, off the 
main road and to the south of the Via Egnatia (Lake and Cadbury 1933: 206 
say about fifty miles; Schnabel 2004: 1168). It sat on a slope overlooking 


the Haliacmon River on the southernmost pass to Mount Bermion. Today 
it is known as Veria (or Veroia). A traveler going to Athens would pass 
through this town. It is also often spelled Berea. Cicero, In Pisonem 36.89, 
calls it an “out of the way” town, a way of indicating that it was not on the 
main road. Livy calls it a “noble” town (Bruce 1988a: 327; Williams 1990: 
298). It had been under Roman control since 168 BC. Again the preaching 
starts in the synagogue. Inscriptions confirm the existence of Jews there 
(Barrett 1998: 817; Schürer 1973-87: 3.67, 68). Today a colorful monument 
to Paul marks the spot where he was said to have preached. Silas is 
explicitly said to be with Paul; Timothy is noted in verse 14, so he also 
came along or followed later. 


17:11-12 Luke describes the Beroean Jews as more noble (evyevéotepot, 
eugenesteroi) than those in Thessalonica because they receive the word 
eagerly, examining the Scriptures (&vaxpivovtec tac ypa@ac, anakrinontes 
tas graphas) daily to see if these things might be so (note the use of the 
optative éxo1, echoi, here). The relative pronoun oirtıveg (hoitines) describes 
the Beroeans, but its semantic force is almost one of “because,” explaining 
why the Beroeans are better (Moulton and Turner 1963: 48 says that the 
relative should be rendered “who,” but the implied causal idea is 
contextually present; NET: “for they eagerly received”; HCSB: “since they 
welcomed”). This stands in contrast to the meetings held each Sabbath in 
Thessalonica. The depiction of the Beroeans as eager or zealous 
(mpo8uptiac, prothymias) is the only place such a description appears in 
Acts (Rengstorf, TDNT 6:699). The expression for “examining” (ávaxpivo, 
anakrinö) is graphic, for it refers to a legal process, such as a trial. The 
expression “more noble” can also mean “more generous” or “of a more 
noble attitude,” and it likely does so here, since a character quality is in 
view (Bruce 1990: 373; Polhill 1992: 363; 4 Macc. 6:5; 9:13; 10:3). “These 
things” that they examined surely include Christ’s suffering, his being 
raised, and his “kingship,” since this was the issue in Thessalonica to 
which the Beroeans are compared. 

As in Thessalonica (Acts 17:4) and Philippi (16:13-15), Luke notes the 
response of prominent women to the gospel alongside Jews and Greeks. In 


Thessalonica the women were called prominent (npotwv, protón), and 
here their high social standing (edoxnuóvwv, euschémonon, respected) is 
highlighted. “Not a few” (obk öAtyoı, ouk oligoi) of these respected men 
and women respond, One of the converts, Sopater, son of Pyrrhus, will be 
with Paul later (Acts 20:4). 


17:13 Upon hearing that Paul is proclaiming the word of God in Beroea, 
the zealous Jews of Thessalonica incite and stir up the crowd there as well. 
Since there is no connection between jurisdictions in this area, the 
judgments made at Thessalonica would need to be repeated (Sherwin- 
White 1963: 98). Luke again equates the “word of God” with the gospel 


message about Jesus (4:29-31; 13:5; 16:32). The verbs used here are 
different from those in the description of stirring up the crowds in 17:5. 
Here the first, vcadeúw (saleuo), means “shake” or “disturb” (BAGD 740 82; 
BDAG 911; Acts 2:25; 4:31; 16:26; 17:13). The second verb, tapdoow 
(tarassö), appeared in 15:24 regarding what the false teachers were doing 
in inciting people against the gospel (see the discussion of 15:22-24) and 
in 17:8 regarding the rise of persecution. Luke uses a variety of terms to 
describe how the Jews stir up a reaction to Paul. In other settings, such as 
Ephesus, the reaction will come from Gentiles. The action in Beroea is like 
that in Lystra, when Jews from Antioch and Iconium pursued Paul (14:19). 


17:14-15 Paul is sent away and heads for Athens. To reach there, one 
usually goes to the coast and travels by sea, as Mount Olympus blocked the 
way by land. Bruce (1988a: 328) notes that Methone or Dium would be the 
port used; Barrett (1998: 820) adds Pydna as a possibility. Some scholars 
suggest that the lack of reference to a port of embarkation means that he 
went by land, since Luke normally indicates the means of Paul's travels. 
Perhaps Paul goes by land to throw off those following him (Larkin 1995: 
250-51). It is not clear, however, which route Paul takes. 

Silas and Timothy remain behind until Paul calls for them. Athens, the 
intellectual capital of the Greek world, was 195 miles south-southeast of 
Beroea (Schnabel 2004: 1170-74). Examples of such commands are 
prevalent in Paul's letters (Titus 3:12-13; 2 Tim. 4:21; 1 Tim. 1:3; Col. 4:10; 
Phil. 2:19; 1 Cor. 16:10-11; Johnson 1992: 308). Acts parallels descriptions in 


1 Thess. 3:1-6 at this point. Silas and Timothy apparently arrive in Athens, 
although Acts does not note this; then Paul sends them back to Macedonia 
and does not meet up with them again until he is in Corinth (Acts 18:5). 
Timothy goes to Thessalonica (1 Thess. 3:2) and Silas probably to Philippi, 
although that is less certain. The Acts account is selective here (Polhill 
1992: 364; Conzelmann 1987: 136 says that Luke’s description is 
“simplified”). 

In sum, the pattern of preaching to mixed reaction and opposition 
continues, as does each local congregation’s concern that Paul not be put 
at risk by too much controversy. The additional note here is the character 
of the Beroeans as willing to seek out what the Scripture teaches. The 
Christian life is an examined life, where one employs the Scripture like an 


X-ray to ascertain the nature of religious truth, life, and one’s heart. 


Additional Notes 


17:12. The Western text improves the syntax: “and of the Greeks and of those of good position 
many men and women believed.” By leveling out the reference to women, D continues its pattern 
of not giving women a high profile. It also adds a note that some of the Jews do not believe, thus 
emphasizing unbelief among the Jews. 


17:14. The Byz MSS see Paul going by land to Athens yet “as if” by sea to throw off his pursuers. 


17:15. Again D expands, noting that Paul passes by Thessaly, thus making clear that no new work 
takes place until Athens. 


7. In Athens (17:16-34) 


Paul reaches Athens alone. This scene presents one of the more 
developed speeches of Acts. It is the most complete example of how 
Paul addresses a purely Gentile audience. Fitzmyer (1998: 600) rightly 


calls it the most important episode of Paul's second journey. From the 
starting point of the one true God, Paul's speech moves on to present 


Jesus’s uniqueness. But Paul does not complete his discourse. When 
Paul mentions the resurrection, the speech comes to a halt. 
Resurrection would have been difficult for Greeks to accept, since 
they did not have such a category of teaching. For Greeks, death 
meant the soul became a shade going to hades, with no possibility of 
coming back to life (Homer, Od. 11.160-225). Wright (2003: 32-84) has 
an entire opening section devoted to Greco-Roman views of the 
afterlife, explaining how revolutionary a bodily resurrection was for 
Greeks. 

The tone of this speech is so different from Rom. 1 that some have 
argued that Paul cannot be the source of these remarks (Vielhauer 


1966). This conclusion fails, however, to appreciate Paul's ability to 
contextualize. How Paul reached out with the hope of the gospel and 
how he theologically viewed the culture is an important distinction 
to maintain. Kilgallen (2003b) argues that the speech deals with 
issues arising from Paul's earlier preaching in Acts and focuses on 
how Jesus could be the judge of the world in a divine plan. Acts is 
clear that Paul is vexed by the idolatry (v. 16), but he finds it 
important to graciously show the way to the one God. 

The passage has a simple structure. The introduction to the speech 
appears in verses 16-21, where Paul is disturbed at the number of 
idols, and the Athenians are portrayed as being open to hearing 


about any new thing. Paul's speech, which covers vv. 22-31, moves 


from the “unknown god” to the Creator to the one whom God has 


appointed to judge the world. At Paul’s mention of the resurrection, 
discussion and confusion ensue. The speech has a rhetorical 


structure: captatio benevolentiae (vv. 22-23), narratio (vv. 24-26), 


argumentatio (vv. 27-28a), reprehensio (v. 29b; Weiser 1985: 457). 
Witherington (1998: 518) has a slightly different outline: exordium (vv. 


22-23a), propositio (v. 23b), probatio (vv. 24-29), peroratio (vv. 30-31). 
The second outline focuses the argument a little more clearly on 


knowing God. The reaction appears in verses 32-34, which describe a 

varied response: rejection, a desire to hear more, and acceptance. 
Luke again would be relying on his Pauline sources for this 

material, which contains the final major missionary speech of the 


book. Conzelmann (1987: 138-39) prefers to see Luke composing the 
scene to carry out the Lukan schema, citing a lack of concrete 
material, as does Haenchen (1987: 529). The speech alone is not 
enough to suggest a source to them. The tone of the speech, so 
conciliatory to the culture, is also unlike Paul in their view, citing 


Rom. 1:18-32 as an example. Barrett (1998: 825-26) also sees Luke 
responsible for the speech, as does Johnson (1992: 318). It is a fuller 


version of what has been hinted at in Lystra in Acts 14:15-17. The 
parallel indicates the general direction Paul took in addressing a 
polytheistic context and need not be seen as merely a Lukan schema. 
Luke would have been aware of how Paul addressed such a context, 
even if he is summarizing. 

However, Fitzmyer (1998: 602) suggests that Paul could have 
spoken as Luke depicts him here (also Nauck 1956). The speech shows 
how Christianity encountered paganism. It starts with natural 
theology, or revealed theology, and then moves to God's plan 
(Williams 1990: 301). Schneider (1982: 235) prefers to speak of 
creation theology, which is more technically precise. There is a call to 
repentance, which here means turning to the one true God. The 
passage also shows the Greeks’ initial confusion over the message, 
since the gospel was foolishness to the Greeks (1 Cor. 1:22-24; 
Marshall 1980: 281). As we shall see, the ideas of how to address the 
Gentile religious context have roots in Jewish thought and expression 


(Gärtner 1955), not Hellenistic Stoic philosophy (pace Dibelius 1956: 


63). In favor of the speech’s authenticity are the lack of an express 
christological focus and the lack of results (Williams 1990: 301; Bruce 
1988a: 334 has a survey of views). In these details, it does not seem 
like a scene someone would create. Wikenhauser (1961: 200) says the 
speech is not a free creation of Luke but reflects the essential content 
of Paul, truly rendered. The tone distinct from Rom. 1 is the 
difference between Paul addressing Christians about the fallenness of 
the culture as a ground for the gospel in Romans and the attempt to 
make a bridge to the culture in presenting the gospel in Acts 


(Witherington 1998: 533-35). 


Exegesis and Exposition 


16Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him when he 
saw that the city was full of idols. 17So he was arguing in the synagogue with the Jews and the 
devout persons, and in the marketplace every day with those who happened to be there. 18Some 
also of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers met him. And some were saying, “What would this 
idle babbler say?” Others said, “He seems to be a preacher of foreign divinities”—" because he 
proclaimed Jesus and the resurrection '. 19And taking hold of him " ”, they brought him to the 
Areopagus, ‘saying, ' “Are we able to know what this new teaching is that you present? 20For you 
bring some strange things to our ears; we wish to know therefore what these things are.” 2!Now 
all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there spent their time in nothing except telling or 
hearing something new. 

22So Paul, standing in the middle of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, | perceive that in 
every way you are very religious. 23For passing along and observing the objects of your worship, | 
found also an altar with this inscription, ‘To an unknown god. What therefore you worship as 
unknown, this | proclaim to you. 24God, the one who made the world and everything in it, being 
Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by man, 25nor is he served by human 
hands, as if needing anything, since he himself gives to all men life and breath and everything. 
26And he made from one" * every nation of men to live on all the face of the earth, having 
determined allotted epochs and the boundaries of their habitation, 27that they should "seek 
God”, in the hope that they might feel after him and might find him. And indeed he is not far from 
each one of us, 28for ‘By him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of "your" poets 
have said, ‘For we are indeed his offspring’ 29Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think 
that the Deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, a representation by the art and imagination of man. 
300n the one hand, therefore, the times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he ‘commands | 
all men everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a day on which he is about to judge the 


world in righteousness through a man" ' whom he has appointed, and of this he has given 
assurance to all men by raising him from the dead.” 

320n hearing of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked; but others said, “We will hear you 
again about this.” 3350 Paul went out from among them. 34But some people believed, joining him, 
among them Dionysius the Areopagite "and a woman named Damaris” and others with them. 


17:16-17 Athens was a famous city, the capital of ancient Attica and 
located in the Roman province of Achaia (see D. W. Gill 1994a: 441-48 for 
the relevant cultural background). Cicero describes it as singularly 
upholding the reputation of Greece (Pro Flacco 26.62); Ovid simply calls it 
“learned Athens” (Heroides 2.83; Conzelmann 1987: 138). As a city full of 
idols, it arouses Paul to react with inner anger. Such a description of 
Athens is well attested, as Livy, Hist. Rom. 45.27, speaks of statues of men 
and gods (also Strabo, Geogr. 9.396; Pausanius, Descr. 1.17.1). The many 
relics housed today at the magnificent Archaeological Museum of Athens 
also testify to this. The verb napo&bvw (paroxynö) means “provoke” (Deut. 
9:7-8 LXX; Ezra 9:14 LXX) or “despise” or “revile” something (Deut. 31:20 
LXX; Ps. 73:10 LXX [74:10 Eng.]). It is used of God's anger at idolatry (Isa. 
65:3; Hos. 8:5; Witherington 1998: 512). The verb is only used here and in 1 
Cor. 13:5 in the NT. Paul is very disturbed by what he sees. A Jewish text 
that expresses this attitude toward idols is Wis. 14:11-12, which speaks of 
idols as an “abomination, to make men stumble and to catch the feet of 
fools” (see also Isa. 44:9-20). This reaction is rooted in belief in the one 
true God and the refusal to worship idols (Exod. 20:2-5; Deut. 5:6-9). 

As is Paul's custom, he takes his message to the synagogues and to the 
pious (oeßonevorg, sebomenois). Luke uses this term often in Acts (13:43, 50; 
16:14; 17:4; 18:7, 13; 19:27), generally regarding God-fearers (19:27 is the 
exception, where it has its general meaning of “worship” of a goddess). At 
the synagogue Paul is arguing the case for Jesus with them (the verb 
S1ekéyeto, dielegeto, is imperfect). He also makes his case in the 
marketplace (á4yopá, agora), which was north of the Acropolis (Schnabel 
2004: 1175-76 describes how littered with idols this entire area was, 
honoring Themis [Justice], Eueteria [Prosperity, or Good Harvest, related 
to Demeter], Apollo Agyieus, Hekate, and Hermes among the more 
popular gods). Zeus and Athena also were well represented on the famous 
Acropolis. Here in Acts Paul first encounters the more philosophical 


Greeks. Paul could well have been in the northwest corner ofthe agora, 
where such idols were located. Here also were lines of idols, especially in 
an area where a series of square pillars, phallic symbols, and a bust of 
Hermes were placed. This collection of statues was located in an area 
known as the Stoa Basileios. 


17:18 Paul meets with Epicureans and Stoics, followers of two of the best- 
known philosophical schools of the period, though the Stoics were more 
numerous (Polhill 1992: 366-67). The Epicureans were followers of 
Epicurus (341-270 BC) and were indifferent to gods, viewing them as too 
removed to be objects of concern (Diogenes Laertius, Lives 10.1-21). They 
were like agnostic secularists. Diogenes summarizes their view of life: 
“Nothing to fear in God; Nothing to feel in death; Good [pleasure] can be 
attained; Evil [pain] can be endured” (Witherington 1998: 514). The Stoics 
followed the teaching of Zeno (340-265 BC). Their name came from the 
Stoa where he would teach (Fitzmyer 1998: 605). They were pantheists 
who argued for the unity of humanity and kinship with the divine 
(Diogenes Laertius, Lives 7.1-160). Reason, the world-state, and the 
“cosmopolis” (or community as the great city) were major themes, along 
with self-sufficiency and obedience (Bruce 1988a: 330). So in orientation 
they were very different from the Epicureans, something also noted by 
Michel (TDNT 9:187). 

Luke summarizes their reaction to Paul in two ways. Some see him as a 
“babbler” (6 orrepuodóyoc, ho spermologos). This term literally refers to 
birds that pick up seeds, and so it often means “scavenger” or 
“scrapmonger” (BAGD 762; BDAG 937; Philo, Embassy 30 $203). The more 
traditional rendering is “babbler” (RSV, NET, NIV, NLT), but the term has 
the connotation of a person who picks up bits of information and passes 
them off as if he knows what he is talking about (Barrett 1998: 830: “third 
rate journalist”). Some translations therefore render it as “foolish 
babbler” or “show off” (NASB: “idle babbler”; L&N 33.381 and 27.19). The 
intellectual arrogance of the Athenians may be alluded to in this reaction. 
The topics of Jesus and the resurrection elicit this judgment from the 
Epicurean and Stoic philosophers. 


A second reaction is that he is a teacher of foreign deities. This is a 
philosophical description of the subject of Paul’s teaching. The idea is part 
of an incomplete fourth-class conditional sentence that would say, “What 
would this babbler say, if he could say anything that made sense!” 
(Wallace 1996: 484, 701; Moule 1959: 151). The term Sar uóviov (daimonion) 
can refer to a demon or to any kind of deity. In a pagan context, it would 
be a reference to a god. Socrates likewise was said to be guilty of 
promoting new and strange gods (Xenophon, Memorabilia 1.1.2 [uses the 
same term, Sa1uóviov); Plato, Apology 24B; Barrett 1998: 830). Josephus 
notes a similar description of an Athenian reaction to gods (Ag. Ap. 2.37 
8267). The philosophers realize that Paul is discussing some new god and 
his divine activity that they do not recognize. 

The expression ávaotacrv (anastasin) probably is not a reference to 
“Resurrection” as the name of a goddess, as some scholars suggest 
(against Kistemaker 1990: 627; see also Bruce 1990: 377; R. Longenecker 
1981: 474). Paul would not be that unclear about a reference to a goddess, 
although it may well be that Luke ironically wants to indicate that some 
have no clue about what Paul is saying. Rather, Paul preaches a new 
religion with new ideas like resurrection and so in the listeners’ view 
discusses “foreign divinities.” 

Paul is described as a “proclaimer” (katayyeAevc, katangeleus) of strange 
gods. To the Greeks, this term refers to a herald, a messenger sent by the 
gods, rather than a teacher (Schniewind, TDNT 1:73; IG 12.8.190.39-40 [of 
the heralds of Augustus]). In verse 20 his interlocutors will speak of his 
addressing “strange things” (¿evilovta, xenizonta), using a verbal variation 
of the term for “foreign” (Zévoc, xenos). Again it is especially the 
resurrection that is confusing, as verse 32 indicates. 


17:19-20 Paul is brought to the Areopagus to speak. Two interpretive 
issues arise from the verse. (1) Is Paul arrested or merely brought to the 
Areopagus? The term ErıAanßavonan (epilambanomai) can refer to being 
arrested (16:19; 18:17) or simply to being brought somewhere (9:27; 23:19). 
(2) Is he simply brought to the locale, or is he brought before the council 
that meets there, as Aristotle (Politics 1273B-74A) and Pausanius were 
(Descr. 1.285; Johnson 1992: 314)? The Greek is ambiguous, especially on 


the second point, although it is unlikely that Paul was arrested, since no 
description in the outcome ofthe scene really points to that kind of an 
event. Had Paul been arrested, would he remain in custody? However, the 
description of Paul standing in the middle ofthe Areopagus in verse 22 
may well suggest that he is before the council. It had great power, trying 
crimes and regulating, for example, city life, education, philosophical 
lectures, public morality, and foreign cults (Barrett 1998: 832). This 
location was used by the Athenians to discuss various matters of mutual 
interest and curiosity (v. 21). So Paul may well have been invited to speak 


more formally to many about his “new ideas.” The locale’s Latin name was 
Mars Hill. A plaque marks the traditional site today, which can almost be 
missed, located just to the side of and under the Acropolis, which bears 
the towering Parthenon on the vast area that served as a major forum for 


Athens. It was a location at the hub of the city’s activity. 
The crowd seeks to hear Paul on his “new teaching” and “strange 


things.” This second phrase refers to foreign things (¿evilovta), which is 
what the resurrection would be for Greeks. So they ask to hear more. The 
combination of the new and the unknown sparks curiosity. In this context, 
a charge is probably not being leveled against Paul. The scene has the feel 
of a discussion, not a legal proceeding, unlike later scenes in Acts (for an 


Athenian trial, see Diogenes Laertius, Lives 7.168—69). Paul is not under 
arrest, nor is he under some type of legal proceeding (but Witherington 
1998: 515 sees the scene as concerning a legal matter). Polhill (1992: 368) 
argues that it is not a formal trial but more like a parallel to the story of 
Socrates and to Paul's pattern of being brought before city leaders. Bruce 
(1988a: 331-32) sees Paul being led before this council to obtain their 
expert reaction, not to be designated a lecturer as others suggest. 
Whether the council is included among those who hear Paul is not certain, 
but their presence seems likely for such a new topic. If so, Paul could be 
making a case to be a legal lecturer before the council (Larkin 1995: 253; 
on analogy with Plutarch, Cicero 24.5). Winter (1996) claims that Paul is 
simply arguing that the God he discusses is not “new.” The lack of any 
formal judgment at the end, however, makes it unlikely that this is a legal 
setting or a speech to give him a designation of lecturer. Luke is usually 
clear about the legal implications of Paul's discussions where they are 


present. Paul could well be sharing the new thought of the day on the hill 
with those who are there, including council members (Marshall 1980: 285). 


17:21 The narrative remark in this verse is a critique of the Athenians’ 
interest in wanting to hear anything new. It is almost as if they waste their 
time on the latest philosophical fad. This Athenian tendency is described 


as well by Chariton of Aphrodisias (Chaer. 1.11.6-7; also Demosthenes, 1 
Philippic 4 10[43]; Thucydides, Pel. War 3.38.5; Fitzmyer 1998: 606). Luke is 
having some fun here, as he portrays the intellectual Athenians as the 


“seed pickers” they suggested Paul was. 


17:22-23 Paul begins his speech while standing in the middle of the 
council, in all likelihood. This reading is better than seeing him standing 
in the middle of the hill, since the location of such meetings would not be 
the central part of the hill. He begins with a seeming compliment, 
although the term used has the potential for a double meaning, so that a 
pure captatio benevolentiae may not be present. 

The term Se101001 nove OTÉPoOUvc (deisidaimonesterous) is a comparative 
adjective being used as a superlative (Wallace 2000: 133; Moulton and 


Turner 1963: 30). It is difficult to translate. Renderings include “very 
religious” (RSV, NET, NLT, NIV, NASB, NKJV) and “too superstitious” (KJV; 
Acts 25:19 has this force). The range reveals the issue. Barrett (1998: 835) 
prefers the neutral “religious” as the rendering, but this is ambiguous. It 
portrays Paul as respecting the Athenians’ groping for God but still 


believing it to be done in ignorance. Romans 1:20-23 reflects a harsher 
tone and less generous assessment of the spiritual ignorance of the pagan 
world when Paul speaks directly to the church. The term can have a 
positive or negative sense, referring to either a sincere pursuit of the 
divine transcendent being (whether a true pursuit or not) or an 
embracing of superstition (BDAG 216). Jews often spoke of Greek 
spirituality this way Josephus, Ag. Ap. 2.11 $130, called the Athenians the 
most pious of Greeks, using this term). Since this is an introduction where 
Paul is trying to gain his audience, the dominant idea is probably this 
positive sense (BAGD 173). Later, he will tell them that their religiosity is 


wrongheaded (vv. 23 [unknown god], 24-27 [grope after God but do not 
find him], 30 [times of ignorance]). 

Even in their use of idols, Paul recognizes an attempt to grope after 
God. He hopes to help the Athenians by what he says. Their idol to the 


“unknown god” allows Paul to open the door for discussing the one true 
God of creation. Paul is not equating the god worshiped here by the 
Greeks and the God he will preach, but the altar is a segue into discussing 
the one true God. What they cannot name and seek to worship he will 
explain to them (1 Thess. 4:5; Gal. 4:9; Wikenhauser 1960: 201). Pausanius 
describes such altars to unknown gods in his works; Descr. 1.1.4 and 1.17.1 
speak of the Athenian religiosity and their veneration of the gods (also 
Philostratus, Life Apoll. 6.3; Diogenes Laertius, Lives 1.110; Williams 1990: 
311; Bruce 1990: 380-81). Haenchen (1987: 520-21) is excessively skeptical 
again, stressing no parallel to Paul's reference to the singular unknown 
god (see esp. Witherington 1998: 521-23; Schnabel 2004: 1176-77, who 
argues that the ancient evidence does show such a reference to be 
possible).[1] Either Paul made the reference singular (Jerome, Commentary 
on Titus 1.12), or an altar existed that expressed the name in the singular. 
Given that many such altars of this class did exist, it is likely that one 
addressed such a category in the singular, The term for “objects of 
worship” (o&ßaona, sebasma) is used in a critical sense in Wis. 14:20 and 
15:17 (Marshall 1980: 285). 

Barrett (1998: 838) observes that what was a monument to polytheism, 
being one statue among many, Paul has turned in a monotheistic 
direction. Paul's speech is confrontational, but in a gentle manner. 
Turning ignorance about spirituality and God into knowledge is Paul's 
goal. 


17:24-25 Paul begins with the God of creation (Gen. 1-2; Isa. 42:5), who 
cannot be contained in handmade (xe1porromto1c, cheiropoiétois) shrines. 
Acts 14:15 begins in the same way. The reference to being made with 
hands is a way to belittle something (Mark 14:58; Acts 7:48; Heb. 9:11, 24; 
Eph. 2:11), although some translations give the resultant force, which is 
“made by man” (RSV; “man-made temples” in NLT). The term describes 
something man does in contrast to what God does. Acts 17:25 continues 


the theme by noting that human hands do not serve God with things the 
Deity needs because God is the source of all life, suggesting that God needs 
nothing from anyone else. 

Thus God is defined in a twofold way. The first is as Creator of all.[2] 
Larkin (1995: 257) notes that the Epicureans had similar views. The second 
idea is that God is not contained in a temple and, by implication, is not 
reflected by an idol. This second remark recalls Stephen’s view and the 
basic view of Judaism (1 Kings 8:27; Isa. 66:1-2; Acts 7:47-50; on this use of 
“world” in relation to creation, see Wis. 9:9; 11:17; 2 Macc. 7:23; Josephus, 
Ant. preface 4 §21). The idea that a temple cannot contain the gods is 
something some other Greeks also recognized, as Euripides, frg. 968, 
expresses the idea that a house built by craftsmen could not enclose the 
divine form (Bruce 1988a: 336n65). 

Paul’s emphasis is on God as Sustainer and Creator, along with the idea 
that God does not need humans for anything.[3] The Greeks shared this 
idea of deity as independent (Aristobulus, frg. 4; Euripides, Heracles 1345— 
46, “God ...isin need of nothing”; Fitzmyer 1998: 608). Wikenhauser 
(1961: 203-5) has several citations for verses 25-27 from Jewish and Greco- 
Roman sources and notes that the themes Paul uses in describing God do 
not reflect the silent divinity of the Stoics. The ideas are rooted in 
Judaism, even as they touch on ideas that were also expressed in some 
circles of Greek culture. Polhill (1992: 373) argues that “every statement 
Paul made was rooted in Old Testament thought” and that this is not the 
immanent God of philosophy but a God who works in creation (also 
Williams 1990: 307). The verb Beparteúw (therapeuö) here means “give 
service to” Deity (Herodotus, Hist. 2.37; Isa. 54:17 LXX; Johnson 1992: 315). 
Human hands do not serve God, since God needs nothing from humanity 
and gives to humanity life, breath, and all the things needed for life. God's 
grace in creation on behalf of all people is the point (Luke 6:35). 


17:26-27 God is seen as the Creator of the nations from one man (Adam) 
and as setting the times and limits of the earth.[4] It is uncertain whether 
Paul alludes here to seasons of the various nations” dominance (Williams 
1990: 306), seasons of divine provision of food, national boundaries, land 
boundaries between land and sea, or some combination (Marshall 1980: 


288; Barrett 1998: 84; and Delling, TDNT 8:38-39, list the options). The 
basic choice is between seasons or years, which look to God’s care, and 
epochs, which look to God’s ordering the nations. Bruce (1988a: 337-38) 
opts for food and boundaries, citing Acts 14:17 and Deut. 32:8. Marshall 
and Witherington (1998: 527) slightly prefer national dominance and 
boundaries, that is, epochs, given the context of this speech. Witherington 
appeals to Deut. 32:8 and rightly argues that it is affirming monotheism in 
the face of polytheism. He also notes Gen. 10-11 as the remote 
background. It is difficult to be at all certain here, but the context’s 
emphasis on how God is handling the nations may well favor a choice for 
national dominance and boundaries. Regardless, the point is God’s 
sovereignty. 

The reference to Adam is intended to show that all people have their 
roots in the Creator God. Indeed, humanity is to seek God.[5] Johnson 
(1992: 315-16) notes a similar argument in Philo, Spec. Laws 1.6-7 8832-40, 
especially 1.7 §36: “Nothing is better than to seek the true God.” This 
affirmation would be hard for the Athenians, who prided themselves in 
being a superior people, calling others barbarians. Even as they grope for 
God, people should know that the Divinity is not far away (Deut. 4:7 [near 
to his nation]; Pss. 14:1—2; 145:18 [God is close]; Prov. 8:17; Isa. 55:6; 65:1; 
Jer. 23:13, 23-24). God’s closeness in the OT is sometimes a product of 
people’s knowing his revelation and sometimes a part of their being a part 
of his creation. How these two ideas relate to each other Paul saves for 
later in the speech. 

If they seek God, they just might find him. The two verbs for seeking, 
“grope” (wnAagroetay, pselapheseian) and “find” (eüpoıev, heuroien), are 
optative, expressing a possibility of finding God. The term ynàagáw 
(pselaphaö) is used only four times in the NT (BAGD 892; BDAG 1098-99; 
Acts 17:27; Luke 24:39; 1 John 1:1; Heb. 12:18; LXX: Gen. 27:12; Isa. 59:10). It 
normally means “touch” or “handle” something, as it does in the other NT 
verses. For example, in Luke and 1 John a point is made about handling 
Jesus. In Acts the expression refers to a spiritual groping after God, to 
looking for something in an uncertain way. But the term in nonbiblical 
Greek and LXX usage is negative, of a blind person or a person walking in 
the dark (Witherington 1998: 528; Plato, Phaedo 99B; Isa. 59:10; Deut. 28:29; 


Judg. 16:26; Job 5:13-14; 12:25). Paul describes the Greeks as humans 
seeking God in their own imperfect way in the hope that they may “get a 
hold” of God—and this goal is attainable because God is close (Deut. 30:11; 
Josephus, Ant. 8.4.2 $108 [God is close to his own]; among the Greeks, 
Seneca, Moral Ep. 41.1, “God is near you, with you, within you”). Although 
the Greeks had similar expressions, this is not a mere intellectual 
attainment, which the Greeks tended to emphasize. Rather, there is a 
personal dimension that leads to serving and honoring God in truth, as 
verses 30-31 will show (Marshall 1980: 288; Larkin 1995: 257, “a gracious, 
personal Creator, Ruler and Sustainer of all”). In effect, Paul is saying that 
the Greeks’ effort proceeds with uncertainty until they understand what 
God has revealed. 

Paul appeals to the appreciation of God through the creation as a bridge 
to the idea of looking for the expression of God’s will and plan, an idea 
Paul will now develop. God will not be discovered through nature alone, 
even though nature does at least show us that God is not like humanity 
(vv. 28-29). One must come to grips with God’s revelation, as Paul will 
emphasize in verses 30-31 (Polhill 1992: 375). Barrett (1998: 845) and 
Weiser (1985: 472-73) are too optimistic that the search from creation is 
able to be successful by itself. Creation reveals God in his glory, power, 
care, and attributes but does not speak to God’s plan to deliver humanity 
(Rom. 1:18-32). 

Haenchen (1987: 523-24) rejects an appeal to the OT background 
because that background is rooted in covenant and revelation and is not 
to all men as Paul says here. The point he makes is correct, but the 
deduction he makes from it is not. God’s action in Jesus has now brought 
fresh revelation to all and the covenant near to those who had not had 
access to it (Eph. 2:11-22). Paul will turn to understanding the plan now 
revealed to all as the way to come to an understanding of what God asks of 
those he creates. God is near to all those he has created, and has acted on 
their behalf. Without an appreciation of God’s plan and action, God will 
not be found, according to Paul in this speech. 

Conzelmann (1987: 144) is wrong to suggest that Luke does not address 
the method of seeking. The speech proceeds inductively and in verses 30- 


31 does raise what God has said as the key to finding him. Paul is speaking 
to make known the unknown God, but God is known to a degree in 
creation, as Paul is showing. What is needed to know God better is an 
understanding of what God asks from people and what God has done for 
humanity. Such knowledge is not far removed from “each one” (&vög 
éxaotou, henos hekastou), and so it is the individual response that Paul also 
highlights, pointing to the intimate knowledge about God that is now 
available. The “each one” here connects to the “all people everywhere” 
(toic AVBPOTTOLC TÓVTAC navtayoð, tois anthrópois pantas pantachou) in verse 
30. To miss this point about how revelation completes understanding is to 
miss the key, final point of the entire speech. 

Witherington (1998: 529) is right to contrast what is happening here 
with a famous speech of Dio Chrysostom, Man's First Conception of God 
(Olympic Discourse 12.28), to which Paul's remarks are often compared. 
There Stoic ideas are used positively to declare how people have innate 
conceptions of God and all are kin to God. Paul says that there is a kinship 
at creation but that this is not enough. Fellowship requires that one 
respond to God as God's creature, as one accountable to the Creator and 
his divine revelation. 


17:28 This text about living, moving, and having our being in the Deity 
appears to allude to pagan ideas (BAGD 432 83; BDAG 545 83). Polhill (1992: 
375-76) discusses the debate over whether this statement is rooted in a 
specific passage in Epimenides of Crete (ca. 600 BC), a point that is 
unlikely given the frequency of the thought in ancient thinking. An 
association with Epimenides goes back to Clement of Alexandria (Stromata 


1.14.59; among the Greeks, a citation from Isho’dad of Merv is also known; 
Bruce 1990: 384; Williams 1990: 308; Barrett 1998: 847). These citations 


suggest a widespread belief that people exist by God's creation and 
sustenance, so that God is not far off. 


In addition, “we are his offspring” (yévoc éopév, genos esmen). The 
expression that we are God's offspring comes from another pagan poet, 


Aratus (ca. 315-240 BC), Phaenomena 5 (some scholars also note Cleanthes, 
Hymn to Zeus; Marshall 1980: 289; but Fitzmyer 1998: 611 rejects a 
connection to Cleanthes). Paul explicitly notes this connection in 


introducing the citation as coming from “some of your poets.” Paul is 
working with ideas in the Greek world that are familiar to the Athenians 
and only alludes to Scripture in his speech instead of quoting it directly. 
The text from Aratus, as Paul uses it, recognizes the shared relationship all 
people have to God. It also makes a more subtle point when the remark 
about being God’s children is repeated in verse 29: we are God’s creation; 
we do not create him by making images of the gods (Witherington 1998: 
530). Thus the remark does express Paul’s view in this limited sense (pace 
J. Schneider, TDNT 3:718-19, who argues that this is not Paul’s view but a 
mere missionary accommodation). Paul contextualizes the citation and 
presents it in a fresh light, setting up his critique. He takes a Greek idea of 
the “spark of the divine being” in us as tied to Zeus and speaks of being 
made as God's children by the Creator, alluding to our being made in God's 
image. 


17:29 In fact, creation should teach us that temples and idols are 


inadequate representations of God or his dwelling place. We are God's 
children, and so the Creator should not be thought of as a piece of gold, 
stone, or silver, a product of human skill and imagination. This is a biblical 
critique of idolatry.[6] The theology behind this idea is that humanity is 
made in the divine image, which means that human beings are living, 
animated, conscious beings, not objects like idols. So God must be the 
same and more (Conzelmann 1987: 145). Paul identifies with his audience 


when he says that “we” should not conceive of God in this way. 


17:30-31 Paul now turns to the key part of the speech and its application 
(odv, oun). So, what should one do? Formerly “times of ignorance” 
(xpóvous tía áyvoiac, chronous tes agnoias) existed, but now God commands 


all people everywhere to repent.[7] God’s overlooking those times of 
ignorance includes his not judging idolatry as severely as he might have 


(Rom. 3:25; Acts 14:16; Larkin 1995: 259; but see Rom. 1:18-32, where a 
price is paid for idolatry). God “overlooked” the situation at one time but 
no longer. The verb úrrepopáw (hyperoraö) is an NT hapax. It means 
“overlook,” “ignore,” or, negatively, “scorn,” as it often does in the LXX 
(Nah. 3:11; Ezek. 7:19). The expression “times of ignorance” underscores 


the fact that the Greeks’ view of the divine is not according to knowledge. 
To charge the Athenians with ignorance is a bold move and critique, given 
their intellectual history. The remark also links the conclusion to the 


speech’s opening, where ignorance is also noted about the unknown god 
(v. 23). Paul will make clear that ignorance is no excuse for not responding 
to God, since God now commands all to repent, as the end of the verse 
affirms (on ignorance as not an excuse, see Acts 3:17; 13:27). 

There is a turning that God calls for and holds people responsible for 
undertaking. Repentance is a category Luke often notes as the proper 
response to God’s message (Luke 3:7-9; see Acts 2:38; 3:19-21; in Paul: 1 
Thess. 1:9-10). In this case, it appears that Paul is saying that God did little 
to remedy the direction of the nations as a whole in the past (besides 
issuing prophetic warnings and calling Israel to be a light to the nations). 
Acts 14:16 says that God let them go their own way. He largely ignored 
them. Now, however, God has acted. God calls to all people everywhere to 
repent. The call to repent matches Acts 14:15 with its call to turn from 
idols. 

In verse 31 Paul alludes to Jesus, the man through whom God has fixed a 
day for judgment of the living and the dead (Rom. 14:9; 2 Tim. 4:1). The 
prepositional phrase év &vöpi (en andri) is instrumental and means 
“by/through a man” (BDF §219.1; Moule 1959: 77). Jesus was named in 
verse 18 as the subject of Paul’s message. Paul leaves the timing of the 
judgment unspecified. God confirmed this position for Jesus by the 
attestation of the resurrection. These two ideas are the christological 
elements in the speech’s conclusion. This judgment will be done justly or 
in a sphere of righteousness. The phrase ¿v 61ka1oobvn (en dikaiosyne) is 
adverbial (BDF §219.4). 

The idea that Jesus is the judge of all the living and dead was expressed 
in Acts 10:40-42 (John 5:27). The roots of this may well be in Son of Man 
Christology with the idea that the Son of Man receives judgment and 
dominion authority (Dan. 7:13-14; Bruce 1990: 386). The idea of a 
righteous judgment runs through the Bible (Pss. 9:8; 67:4; 96:13; 98:9; 
Amos 5:18; Isa. 2:12; Rom. 2:5, 16; 1 Cor. 1:8; Phil. 1:6, 10; 1 Thess. 5:2, 4; 2 
Thess. 1:10; 2:2; 2 Tim. 1:18; Heb. 6:11; 2 Pet. 3:10). Paul is turning to his 


major point, but once he mentions the resurrection, the speech is 
interrupted by the Athenians’ reaction. 

The resurrection (Acts 2:24, 32; 13:33-34) is God’s attestation about 
Jesus to all people. The phrase pointing to confirmation is miotiv 
rtapaoyav no (pistin paraschön pasin). This combination of terms means 
“show or grant proof [to all)” (BAGD 662, 626 §1b; BDAG 818 S1c, 776 82; 
note the paranomasia in the phrase; Josephus, Ant. 2.9.4 8218; 15.3.6 $69; 
Acts 1:3 conceptually). The resurrection was a universal demonstration 
and proof of God's call to Jesus to be judge. Acts 2:32-36 explained this to 
the readers of Acts, as did 10:40-42. 


17:32-34 A mixed reaction follows mention of the resurrection. Greeks 
believed dead people remained dead and had no resurrection hope 
(Homer, Od. 11.160-225; Il. 24.551; Wright 2003: 32-38). The Greek 
tragedian Aeschylus has Apollo state, “When the dust has soaked up the 
blood of a man, once he has died, there is no resurrection” (Eumenides 
647-48; Conzelmann 1987: 146; Fitzmyer 1998: 612). Some mock Paul, 
following the beliefs of their culture. The verb yAeva Cw (chleuazö) means 
“mock” or “sneer” (BAGD 882 $1; BDAG 1085; 2 Macc. 7:27; 4 Macc. 5:22; 
Wis. 11:14). It suggests rejection of Paul's message. This is the only use of 
this term in the NT. The cross and the things tied to it, such as the 
resurrection, are a “folly to the Gentiles” (1 Cor. 1:23) when viewed by the 
standards of cultural wisdom.[8] 

Others say they are willing to hear Paul again, keeping an open mind. 
That this middle reaction is not negative is indicated by the contrastive 
ev... Sé (men... de) construction (correctly, Croy 1997: 21-39, esp. 26-28; 
pace Haenchen 1963: 526, who sees this as a polite dismissal as opposed to 
an open mind). Croy notes that Greeks believed either in a complete 
extinction of body and soul (Epicureans; Pliny the Elder, Nat. 7.189-90), in 
an afterlife in hades, or in the limited immortality of the soul (as opposed 
to an eternal immortality; Eusebius, Preparation for the Gospel 15.20.6 
summarizes Stoic views similarly). For example, Pliny the Elder, speaking 
of views that discuss some type of life after death, says that “these are 
fictions of childish absurdity, and belong to a mortality greedy for life 


unceasing” (Nat. 7.189). Pliny goes on to say “a plague on this mad idea 


that life is renewed by death.” It is a “sweet but naïve view” (Nat. 7.190). 
The options for this view he notes include soul immortality (what he calls 
a change of shape), giving feeling to those below, and worshiping spirits 
and deifying a man (Nat. 7.188). He notes cynically that man’s breath is not 
different from that of the animals, yet there is no immortality for them. 
None of these Greek views represented a resurrection back into this 
world. For Croy, what Paul teaches is precisely the opposite of Epicurean 
teaching. Stoics had a variety of views on the afterlife, but a limited 
immortality of the soul was common. Cicero in Tusculanae disputationes 


1.31.7 says, “The Stoics say that souls will endure for awhile; they deny 


that they will endure forever” (similar is Diogenes Laertius, Lives 7.156, 
who tells of views holding that the soul survives death yet is perishable). 
Cicero notes this Stoic view in contrast to the Epicureans, who believed 


that the soul is mortal. Stoics too would struggle with Paul’s declaration 
but might be able to entertain it. One point all these Greek views shared is 
that the body is not restored in any form.[9] So some mock, but on the 
other hand, others say they will hear more. Before discussing one more 


category of response, Luke notes Paul’s withdrawal. Croy takes the scene 
and the varying reactions as plausible in a first-century context. 

A third group believes. Some are named in verse 34 (the Areopagite 
Dionysius, the woman Damaris). We know nothing more with certainty 
about these believers, but the description of Dionysius as the Aeropagite 
(ò Apeonayitne, ho Areopagités) means that he is a member of the council 
and has significant social standing. The reference to Damaris continues 


Luke’s focus on the response of women (Acts 16:15; 17:4, 12). She may be a 
foreigner, since women of Athens would not likely have been present 
(Witherington 1998: 533). Eusebius (Eccl. Hist. 3.4.10; 4.23.3) describes 
Dionysius as a shepherd at Corinth and bishop of Athens. Paul’s address 
thus meets with a full array of reactions. D. H. Gill’s (1999) attempt to 
argue that these believing figures are fabricated in order to produce ideals 
in line with the rest of the scene fails (1) by assuming the ideal nature of 
the scene to begin with and (2) by suggesting that the presence of a 
common name (Dionysius) and a rare one (Damaris) is enough to discredit 
the reference and reveal the scene’s ideal nature. He also sees problems 


with the Areopagus setting and argues that other names in Acts likely 
work the same way. The reading is far too skeptical (see the critique of Gill 
by Schnabel 2004: 1179). In fact, as Gill notes, Damaris as a name is 
unattested, but this argues against its being an ideal name. Why mention a 
name no one ever uses? The disjunction here is for authenticity, not 
against it. Another question arises. If Luke invented this scene, then why 
is the success of the preaching so meager? Such a lack of success makes it 
the exception to the rule in Acts. The very honesty that Paul did not have 


a great deal of success here speaks for the scene’s authenticity. 

There is a point to note, given discussions on gender. The summary of 
verse 34 refers to “men” (üvöpes, andres) joining and believing. The 
inclusion of a woman in the list, however, shows that úvópec can be used 
generically of humans. This stands against the claim that the Greek term 
must refer only to males (Polhill 1992: 378n100). The contention that the 
word refers only to males here (Dionysius and others) because Damaris is 
designated a female (yuvn, gyne) fails to note that she is placed in the 
middle of this listing headed by the term üvöpes and that unnamed others 
are mentioned with Dionysius and Damaris in the same list. These others 
thus belong to the group called üvöpec. The additional argument that the 
term yuvn| is employed to show that Damaris is a woman and is not 
referred to by åvńp says too much. The normal use of åvńp (aner) as 


meaning “male” means that she has to be identified as a woman in order 
to make clear that she, as a woman, is in the larger group. The argument 
that yuvn shows the normal use in this verse fails to account for the 
bracketing of the entire grouping in this context. This use of the term 
úvópec to include women is exceptional. In one sense, it is the exception 
that proves what the normal rule is in most other texts. Efforts to reject it 
as an exception show how difficult it is to discuss the topic without 
emotion these days.[10] 


Luke’s summary of Paul's time in Athens ends with this note of some 
positive response. While certainly not an overwhelming success, nothing 
about what Paul does or says is viewed negatively or as a failure (Weiser 
1985: 477; Polhill 1992: 379). Rather, Luke seeks to make the point that Paul 
fully engages the culture in its intellectual capital. 

In sum, Paul directly engages the current culture. He does so with the 
attitude that although his argument challenges the way people are living, 


his message stresses the gospel as an invitation into a new life and seeks 
points of contact with such desires as already exist in the culture. Paul 
knows his own message and the mentality of the people he evangelizes. 
Too many Christians know their own message but understand far too little 
about how and why others think as they do. As Stott (1990: 281) points 
out, one can admire how Paul could speak to people in the synagogue, to 
those in the city square, and to the highly sophisticated. This ability to 
adapt made him very effective. Whether in informal conversation or in 
formal settings, the ability to set forth the faith at a level appropriate to 
the setting is a valuable talent. 

Key to all of these presentations of the gospel is a theology that sees 


God in his most basic roles as Paul proclaims here (Stott 1990: 2835-87). He 
is creator, sustainer of life, and thus sovereign over the nations and the 
Father of us all. For all the disputation over creation and how it took place, 
the most fundamental truth is that God is the creator of life and we are 


God's creatures, responsible to him. This means that God is, and has the 
right to be, our judge, something our world seeks to avoid acknowledging. 
Another important observation is that despite being aggravated by all 

the idolatry he sees around him in Athens, Paul manages to share the 
gospel with a generous but honest spirit. The Paul of Rom. 1 who speaks of 
the sad state of society is still able to love and connect with that society in 
Acts 17. This also is an important lesson; sometimes we Christians are so 
angry at the state of our society that all that comes through is the anger 
and not the love we are to have for our neighbor in need. Those who see 
this anger and want to represent the faith differently can overreact the 
other way, almost pretending as if there is no idolatry as long as the 
religious search is sincerely motivated. Paul avoids both of these extremes. 
He knows how to confront but does so honestly and graciously. Both 
message and tone are important in sharing the gospel. Here Paul is an 
example of both. 


Additional Notes 


17:18. Codex D and the Itala omit the explanation about Paul preaching Jesus and the 
resurrection, perhaps to avoid associating Jesus with what Paul's hearers may have regarded as a 


female deity (i.e., Aváctao1c; see Metzger 1971: 455). 


17:19. Codex D has a few minor additions to the verse by having Paul seized “after a few days” 
and adding the verb “inquiring” to characterize the question they ask Paul (Metzger 1971: 456). 


17:26. The Western text says “from one blood” rather than “from one.” This reading also appears 
in Byz and so is in the KJV. Irenaeus also has the reading. Thus it is more widespread than other 
Western readings. It means that from one race or stock God created all humanity (Fitzmyer 1998: 
609). What might make it original is that it is not anormal term to add to the context and it does 
not match the reference to dust in Gen. 2:7, which is the passage behind the remark. It also could 
have been skipped by copyists, given that it ends with sigma (aipatoc, haimatos) as does évóc 
(henos). Nevertheless, the attestation is not so widespread as to assure confidence about the 
term’s originality (Metzger 1971: 456). The difference does not impact the passage’s meaning, 
which still alludes to Adam. 


17:27. The problem here concerns a probable confusion of the abbreviation for “God” with that 
for “Lord,” a difference of a capital theta (©) for a capital kappa (K). The result was that “seek 
God” is read as “seek the Lord” in E and Byz. The second alternate reading in D adds a term 
(uódota, malista) and mentions seeking divinity (Beiov, theion), possibly influenced by Acts 17:29. 
The change in D also requires changing the syntax of the rest of the sentence, so it is an unlikely 
original reading. “Seek God” is the more difficult reading and is widely attested (P”*, x, B, P, 33, 
81, 1739). 


17:28. Some MSS read “our poets” (P”?, B, 33, 326, 614) instead of “your poets,” possibly because 
Paul is about to cite a fellow Cilician, Aratus. This reading has good attestation, but a copyist also 
might have been hesitant to have Paul cite a pagan poet. It is also unlikely that Paul would have 
made such an explicit comparison between himself and a pagan poet (Metzger 1971: 458). 


17:30. Some MSS have “announce,” using the verb dmayyéAAet (apangellei; x*, B). But most MSS 
read “command” (napayyéAAel, parangellei; P41 74 2x, A, D, E, Y, 1739, Byz). 


17:31. Several Western witnesses (D, some MSS of the Vulgate, Irenaeus) add the name Jesus, so 
that the verse reads, “by a man Jesus.” 


17:34. The reference to Damaris is missing in D, replaced by an emphasis on the high standing of 
Dionysius. This is not the first time we have seen D reduce a reference to women (see the 
additional note on 17:12). 


8. In Corinth (18:1-17) 


Paul moves on to Corinth, another major city of Achaia (v. 1). Here he 
works alongside Priscilla and Aquila. They came from Rome as a 
result of a decree from Claudius expelling them along with other Jews 


(vv. 2-3). Paul argues the case for Jesus in the synagogue (v. 4). 


Meeting a mostly hostile reaction (vv. 5-6), Paul turns his attention 
to the Gentiles, where he has success. He also converts a few Jews, 


such as Crispus, a synagogue ruler (vv. 7-8). Paul stays there for a 


year and a half after receiving a vision (vv. 9-11). While Gallio is 
proconsul, zealous Jews make a case against Paul that he is teaching 


worship contrary to the law (vv. 12-13). Gallio responds that he will 


not judge an internal Jewish religious dispute (vv. 14-16). This leads 
to the beating of another believer who is a synagogue ruler, 
Sosthenes, an act Gallio does not stop (v. 17). Once again, success and 
persecution occur as the gospel goes forth. Rome judges Christianity 
not to be a threat to the state but stands to the side when persecution 
arises. 

The narrative summary must be rooted again in Pauline sources. 
Barrett (1998: 858) sees too many non-Lukan details for there not to 


be a Pauline source. Jervell (1998: 463-64) speaks simply of a mission 
account, while noting that historically we are on firm ground. 
Conzelmann (1987: 151) also appears grudgingly to see source 
material here but still insists on Lukan stylizing, as does Haenchen 
(1987: 537, 541). Haenchen, usually skeptical of Luke’s accounts, 
believes this account gives the gist of what took place (also Fitzmyer 
1998: 623, but he attributes the remarks of Gallio mainly to Lukan 
composition; Schneider 1982: 247). The pattern Luke has noted 
elsewhere appears here; it is the Jewish community’s reaction that 
drives the persecution. 


The mention of Gallio and the expulsion decree of Claudius allow 
us to date the scene to after about AD 49-50 (D. W. Gill 1994a: 449-50). 
Fitzmyer (1998: 621-22) discusses various pieces of inscriptional 
evidence dating Gallio’s proconsulship to Claudius’s twelfth regnal 
year, AD 52.[1] Gallio’s service was cut short by a fever, and so he did 
not serve there long. 

Many of those living in Corinth had Latin names, an indication of 
the Roman influence. Paul probably wrote 1 Thessalonians here. 


Johnson (1992: 324-25) notes six details of overlap between this 
section and 1 Corinthians: (1) Paul working with Priscilla and Aquila 
(Acts 18:2; 1 Cor. 16:19); (2) his practicing a trade (Acts 18:3; 1 Cor. 
9:12, 15-18); (3) his converting and baptizing Crispus (Acts 18:8; 1 Cor. 
1:14); (4) his association with Sosthenes (Acts 18:17; 1 Cor. 1:1); (5) his 
experiencing fear (Acts 18:9; 1 Cor. 2:3); and (6) the role of Timothy 


(Acts 18:5; 1 Cor. 4:17; 16:10-11). This suggests the trustworthiness of 


the section. Johnson suggests Priscilla and Aquila as Luke’s source 
here. The unit has the common themes of the journey: to the Jew 
first and then to the Gentiles, divine direction and strength in the 


face of persecution, and the continued expansion of God's people. 


One final point is especially important: when Rome examines Paul's 
activity, it finds him breaking no Roman law. Rather, Gallio sees only 
an internal theological dispute among Jews. As such, the matter 
pertains to a faith already recognized and tolerated by the Romans. 


Nothing more graphically illustrates Luke’s selectivity than a 
comparison of Athens with Corinth in Acts (Polhill 1992: 379). Paul is 
in Athens a few weeks whereas he is in Corinth more than a year and 
a half, yet the accounts are about the same length. Luke is not telling 
us everything he might be aware of, but crafts a selective account 
where each scene adds to the overall portrait. In Athens it is 
engagement with the philosophers. In Corinth it is a legal encounter 
and judgment by a proconsul. 


Exegesis and Exposition 


lAfter these things, leaving Athens, he came to Corinth. 2And finding a Jew named Aquila, a 
native of Pontus, lately come from Italy with his wife, Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded 
all the Jews to leave Rome,‘ 7 he went to see them; 3and because he was of the same trade, he 
stayed with them, and he worked, for by trade they were tentmakers. 4" 7 And he was arguing in 
the synagogue every Sabbath and tried to persuade both Jews and Greeks. 

5When Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, Paul began to be devoted to preaching, 
testifying to the Jews that the Christ was Jesus. 6” * And when they opposed and reviled him, he, 
shaking out his garments, said to them, “Your blood be upon your heads! | am innocent. From 
now on | will go to the Gentiles.” “And going out from there, he went to the house of a man named 
"Titius ' Justus, a worshiper of God, whose house was next door to the synagogue. 8Crispus, the 
ruler of the synagogue, believed in the Lord, together with his entire household; and many of the 
Corinthians, upon hearing Paul, believed and were baptized. 9And the Lord said to Paul one night 
in a vision, “Do not be afraid, but keep speaking and do not be silent; 10for | am with you, and no 
man shall attack you to harm you; for | have many people in this city.” 11And he remained a year 
and six months, teaching the word of God among them. 

12But when Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews made a united attack "upon Paul and” 
brought him before the tribunal, 13saying, “Contrary to the law this man is persuading men to 
worship God.” 14But when Paul was about to open his mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, “If it were a 
matter of wrongdoing or vicious crime, then | would have reason to bear with you, O Jews; 15but 
since it is a dispute of questions about words and names and your own law, see to it yourselves; | 
refuse to be a judge of these things.” 16And he drove them from the tribunal. 17And seizing 
Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, "they" all beat him in front of the tribunal. But Gallio 
showed no concern for these things. 


18:1 Paul goes from Athens to Corinth (for relevant cultural background 
about Corinth, see Schnabel 2004: 1181-86; D. W. Gill 1994a: 448-53; 
Murphy-O’Connor 1983). Corinth is located a little more than forty miles 
west of Athens. It was a day’s sail away or else took a few days by foot. It 
was a key and prosperous city of Greece (Pausanius, Descr. 2.1-5; Strabo, 


Geogr. 8.6.20-23). It was a major port, at the crossroads of east and west for 
the Mediterranean Sea, located under Acrocorinth, a significant mountain 
in the region and today dominated by the remains of a Byzantine fort. 
Corinth had served as the administrative center for the province since 27 
BC. This made it a strategic location for planting the faith. The Isthmian 
Games were held near here as well, once every two years. It was a new city 
with no major building more than one hundred years old, as it was 
refounded by Caesar in 44 BC after the old city was destroyed in 146 BC by 
the Roman general Mummius for a civil revolt. A temple to Aphrodite sat 


in the city, which itself was perched at the top of a 1,900-foot hill. A 
synagogue has been excavated at a locale near the agora, but its Jewish 
population seems to have been modest in size (Polhill 1992: 381; Le Cornu 


and Shulam 2003: 979-80). Its population is estimated to have been about 
two hundred thousand, a significant size for an ancient city and larger 
than Athens (Larkin 1995: 262); the population estimate by Le Cornu and 
Shulam (2003: 978) of three hundred thousand plus four hundred sixty 
thousand slaves is much too high. It had a reputation for prosperity and 
licentiousness. Horace (Ep. 1.17.36) calls it atown where only the tough 
survive. It was the Las Vegas of its time. 


18:2-3 Luke introduces Priscilla and Aquila, tentmakers and/or 
leatherworkers from Rome (on such practices in Judaism, see Le Cornu 


and Shulam 2003: 982-83). They left Rome because of the edict of Claudius. 
This probably alludes to the decree in AD 49 that expelled Jews who 
created civil disturbances at the instigation of Chrestus (either a 
misspelled reference to Christ or an alternate spelling based on Latin 
pronunciation). The debate over Jesus had caused riots in the city, 
probably about whether Jesus was the Christ (Suetonius, Claudius 25).[2] 
Paulus Orosius, a Christian writer of the fifth century, places the edict in 


the ninth year of Claudius’s reign, giving us the date AD 49, a point most 


scholars accept (Historiae adversum paganos 7.6.15-16; Fitzmyer 1998: 620). 
Those who wish to place this decree in AD 41 on the basis of remarks by 
Dio Cassius (Rom. Hist. 60.6.6) fail to observe that the decree of AD 41 only 
prohibited Jews from gathering for meetings and explicitly said there was 
no expulsion. The decree of expulsion and the fact that they had to leave 
Rome may well suggest that the two were Christians while in Rome. They 
would have been among the estimated fifty thousand Jews living in Rome 
(Polhill 1992: 383). Aquila originally came from Pontus, near the Black Sea 
(on this couple, see Rom. 16:3-4; 1 Cor. 16:19; 2 Tim. 4:19). Priscilla was 
also known as Prisca. Luke uses Priscilla, the diminutive form of her name. 
Paul and these two make an immediate connection because they share 
the same trade (téxvn, techne). First Corinthians 4:12 refers to how Paul 
labored with his hands to earn a living (also 1 Thess. 2:9). They are 
tentmakers, which likely included working with leather in general, so that 


they can be considered leatherworkers (Michaelis, TDNT 7:393-94, speaks 


of primarily leatherwork, which also could include tents; Jervell 1998: 
458). They are not weavers of goat hair as some suggest (correctly, 
Schneider 1982: 249; Larkin 1995: 262-63n). There was precedent for 
having such a trade among rabbis (m. ’Abot 2.2). Rabbis were not to profit 
from the study of Torah, nor were they to sit idle. 


18:4 As is his pattern, Paul heads for the synagogue to debate and try to 
persuade Jews and Greeks on the Sabbath about Jesus. The imperfect 
Erteidev (epeithen) is probably conative in force: “tried to persuade” 
(Moulton and Turner 1963: 65; HCSB). Philo mentions Jews in Corinth 
(Embassy 36 8281), and an inscription testifying to the presence of a 
synagogue survives (Weiser 1985: 490; CII 8718). The inscription was found 
on the Lechaion Road, leading into the agora (Fitzmyer 1998: 626). It 
comes from a time just after that of Paul. The verb 61aAéyopat (dialegomai, 
debate) is common in the second part of Acts, where it refers either to 
giving a discourse or to debating, depending on the context (17:2, 17; 18:4, 
19; 19:8-9; 20:7, 9; 24:12, 25). Its combination with the next verb suggests 
debate in the synagogue. The verb nei8w (peithö, persuade) is common in 
Acts, appearing seventeen times, but this is one of the few instances 
where it is used in an evangelistic context (17:4; 19:8, 26; 26:28; 28:23-24). 
Both verbs are in the imperfect, and so the discussion is portrayed as 
ongoing. 


18:5-6 Silas and Timothy arrive from Macedonia as Paul begins to devote 
himself to preaching to the Jews that Jesus is the Christ. He may well have 
received support from Macedonia (2 Cor. 11:9; Phil. 4:15; Conzelmann 
1987: 152). The verb ovveiyeto (syneicheto) is imperfect and has an 
ingressive force (became “absorbed in” or “devoted to”). The verb can 
have the meaning of being “constrained” or “compelled” to do something 
(BDAG 971 886-7). The dative tú Ayo (to logo) has the syntactical force of 
reference or respect: Paul devoted himself “with respect to” the word 
(Moulton and Turner 1963: 220). 

The result is substantial opposition. The verb ávtitácoo ar, 
antitassomai) is used only here in Acts and can suggest organized 
opposition (Herodotus, Hist. 4.134). The reviling could refer either to Paul 


or to the subject of his message, Jesus. The word used here 
(BAacopnpobvtwv, blasph@mountön) can mean “blaspheme,” “slander 
verbally.” It appears sporadically in Acts (13:45; 18:6; 19:37; 26:11). 

In a symbolic gesture, Paul shakes dust off his garments (Luke 10:11; 
Acts 13:51; Neh. 5:13). He also declares his opponents responsible and 
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culpable for their actions: “Your blood be upon your heads!” (Josh. 2:19; 
Judg. 9:24; 2 Sam. 1:16; 1 Kings 2:33, 37; Ezek. 33:4-6; on blood guilt in the 
NT: Matt. 23:35; 27:25; Acts 5:28). His action depicts a break in fellowship 
and means that Paul is innocent of anything that takes place, which is why 
he says that he is clean, a remark suggesting that he is free to share with 
others since he has fulfilled his call to the nation (Acts 20:26). He has gone 
to the Jew first (Rom. 1:16). Paul then affirms that he will turn to the 
Gentiles, as he has earlier, in 13:47. This is not a complete abandonment of 


the Jews (18:19; 19:8; 28:17-24) but means that his efforts in Corinth will 
concentrate elsewhere. 


18:7-8 Luke notes only two converts, Titius Justus, a God-fearer who lives 
next to the synagogue, and Crispus, a synagogue ruler who comes to faith 
with his entire household and was a man of some means. They are but two 
of many who believe and are baptized. The imperfects referring to 
believing and baptizing are iterative in force, so the two people mentioned 
are only a sample of the many who respond (Moulton and Turner 1963: 
67). Crispus is noted in 1 Cor. 1:14 as one whom Paul baptized. Some 
scholars connect Titius to Gaius of Rom. 16:23 (Bruce 1988a: 350). This 
connection is not at all certain. His name does seem to indicate that he is a 
Roman citizen, in which case we have an exemplary Gentile and an 
exemplary Jew noted in these verses. The mention of Titius is the last 
mention of a God-fearer in Acts. 


18:9-10 A vision from the Lord Jesus instructs Paul to stay and continue to 
preach, since the Lord will protect him from harm (Jervell 1998: 460). 
Some scholars question whether “the Lord” is a reference to God or to 
Jesus (Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 1000), but in Acts such contact usually 
involves Jesus (Acts 9), and in the previous verse (v. 8) “the Lord” clearly 
refers to Jesus. So it is assumed that Jesus is in view here as well. The 
direction not to fear echoes numerous OT texts (Deut. 31:6; Josh. 1:6, 9; Isa. 


41:10; 43:5; Jer. 1:8). He can go on proclaiming (present imperative) the 
word without concern for his safety. Three promises are made: (1) “I am 
with you,” and (2) “no man shall harm you, for (3) Ihave many people in 
this city.” So there will be pressure but also success in terms of response. 
The two uses of 61011 (dioti) in verse 10 have a weak causal force (Moulton 
and Turner 1963: 318; BDF §400.8). The theme of God having a special 


people occurs in Acts 13:48 and 15:13-14. When Paul appears before Gallio, 
God is seen to have directed the events. Such reassurance appears 


elsewhere in Acts (23:11; 27:23-24). 


18:11 Paul teaches the word of God in Corinth for eighteen months in 
response to the vision. Here the word of God again would be the gospel 
and all it entails. 


18:12 While Gallio is proconsul, the Jews launch a united (6po8vupasdov, 
homothymadon) attack against Paul and bring him before the Brjpa (bema) 
for judgment. This elevated judgment seat (some 7.5 feet high) was 
located on the south side of the agora. Scholars discuss whether the 
examination would take place here or whether the bema refers to an 
unspecified private place of judgment (Williams 1990: 318; Barrett 1998: 
871). Luke does not record any such detail, but a public meeting seems 
suggested by his description. Josephus (Ant. 19.5.3 $290) spells out Jewish 
privileges as set forth by an edict from Claudius. These included the right 
to observe ancestral customs and to worship their own God (Fitzmyer 
1998: 629). The examination that follows is according to Roman procedure 
(Sherwin-White 1963: 99-107). 

Gallio is a Roman proconsul about whom we have much information. He 


was a son of the orator Seneca the Elder (ca. 50 BC-ca. AD 40) and the 


elder brother of the Stoic philosopher Seneca the Younger (4 BC-AD 65). 
Although popular, he was also known to be anti-Semitic (Seneca, Natural 
Questions 4a.preface.11; Dio Cassius, Rom. Hist. 61.35; Tacitus, Ann. 15.73). 
Witherington (1998: 551) cites Seneca the Younger as describing the Jews 


as an “accursed race” (cited by Augustine, City of God 6.11; Le Cornu and 
Shulam 2003: 1010). Cicero (Pro Flacco 280.67-69) saw Jews as holding to a 
“barbaric superstition.” So Rome tended to be anti-Semitic. He was not 


proconsul for long in Corinth; a fever forced him to leave early (Seneca, 


Moral Ep. 104.1). We can date his time there to AD 51-52, and so this 
incident in Acts is to be dated during this time period. It is one ofthe most 


solid dates in Acts. Winter has taken a careful look at Seneca’s career and 
says that ancient sources show him to be a meticulous lawyer; so his legal 
judgment would be made with care. 


18:13 The charge is that Paul is persuading men to worship against the 
law. The verb dvartei8w (anapeithö, persuade) is an NT hapax. It can refer 
to evil persuasion (Bruce 1990: 396; Jer. 29:8 [36:8 LXX]; 1 Macc. 1:11; 


Herodotus, Hist. 3.148).[3] Paul's opponents are requesting Gallio to force 
Paul to leave the Jews alone. God is referred to in the singular. This may 
show that the concern is Jewish practice. Some scholars question the 
accuracy of the remarks because of this detail. They expect a plural 
reference about gods in speaking to a pagan ruler, since the topic is about 
what Paul is saying to all men, including Gentiles. But Jews are making the 
complaint, so a singular is appropriate. 

Less clear is whether the reference to law is to Jewish law or to Roman 
civil law. It is unclear why the complaint would be about Jewish law, as 
this would not concern Gallio, and so the appeal may be that this new 
faith is not one Rome recognizes (Schneider 1982: 252154). Witherington 
(1998: 552), however, sees Jewish law in view in light of Paul's activity and 
Gallio’s response. Even with this sense, Witherington sees the possibility 
that to Roman ears the charge is about a legitimate faith. Williams (1990: 
318) and Barrett (1998: 872) see the charge as similar to that in Philippi, 
trying to proselytize Romans, but this does not seem to be the concern, 
given Gallio’s response. Either sense shows that the charge appears to be 
slightly different from other contexts in Acts. It accuses the new faith of 
not being a collegium licitum, or a legitimately recognized religion, without 
raising the issue of proselytes. Josephus discusses the acceptance Judaism 
enjoyed from the time of Alexander to Julius Caesar in Ag. Ap. 2.4 8835-47, 
and an edict from Claudius allowed the Jews to worship (Ant. 19.5.3 $290). 
If the Jews have the right to worship but they complain that Paul's 
teaching is not their faith, then this faith must be illegitimate. This 
disturbance of the peace might therefore be something the proconsul 
wants to take care of, in the Jewish view. After all, it is his duty to keep the 


peace. Seen in this light, a reference to Jewish practice and law could be in 
view, as Witherington suggests. Luke raised the issue of new teaching in 
the account in Athens. Luke appears to follow up that point here with a 


challenge to the “new” faith, which a Roman ruler refuses to rule out of 
bounds. 


18:14-15 Gallio does not let Paul speak but instead renders a verdict. In 
his judgment, there is no wrongdoing (&diknpa, adikema) or vicious, 
fraudulent crime (padrovpyn a rrovnpóv, rhadiourgéma poneron). This is 
just a dispute about words, names, and Jewish law that he will let them 
settle, refusing to make a judgment. Both expressions for wrongdoing are 
rare in the NT (dina: Acts 18:14; 24:20; Rev. 18:5). The reference to 


“vicious” is a hapax and does not appear in the LXX, although a related 
term appears in Acts 13:10 (Harder, TDNT 6:558). The reference to names 
or titles may well allude to the claim that Jesus is the Christ. Fitzmyer 
(1998: 630) argues that the perspective is pre-Neronian, since Nero 
distinguished Christians from Jews, a time frame that is consistent with 


Gallio’s rule. 
There is no judgment. It is outside the scope of the court, an 


examination or investigation “outside the rules” (cognitio extra ordinem, 


literally, “inquiry outside the order,” a phrase that is rare in the actual 
documents), being only a debate over concepts (Sherwin-White 1963: 14, 


102 has remarks about this category; Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 1004-5). 
The Greek of verse 14 has a contrary-to-fact condition open the remark 


about whether there is a crime present (ei + Ñv, ei + én; BDF §360.4). So the 
text underscores that no crime has been committed. Luke is making clear 
that Christians are not a legal threat to Rome. Rome, as a matter of state 
policy, will not meddle in matters of religious practice by a particular 
group other than to determine whether a religion is legitimate and not 
contrary to state interests. The debate is over issues that reach back into 
Judaism and the Hebrew Scriptures. Gallio is seen as a fair, impartial judge 


of the matter, although his later indifference to Sosthenes’ beating makes 


Luke’s portrait more complex. There is an element of indifference and 
hastiness in Gallio that will be unlike later investigations, but the instinct 


that this new faith is not a threat to Rome and is about Jewish issues is 
correct, in Luke’s view. 


18:16 Gallio dismisses the accusers from the court, driving them out ofthe 
tribunal. This is an issue the Jews and the Christians must settle among 
themselves. 


18:17 Some take matters into their own hands, however, seizing Sosthenes 
and beating him in front of the tribunal. Who is involved is not clear. This 
is vigilantism, about which Gallio does nothing. This is not a flattering 
picture of Roman rule. 

Sosthenes is a ruler of a synagogue. If 1 Cor. 1:1 points to the same 


person, then this indicates Paul’s effectiveness in Corinth (but Fitzmyer 
1998: 630 sees Sosthenes as converted later). Others simply view this as 
Greeks seizing the accuser of Paul in an act of anti-Semitism (Schneider 
1982: 253; Fitzmyer 1998: 633; Winter 2006: 304 as a likely scenario; also 
Hubbard 2005). In this case, Sosthenes is a Jew, not a believer, who tried to 
slander Paul. Sosthenes is a common name, so the name does not solve the 
problem or reveal the identity of who is beaten. Nowhere else in Acts do 
we have Luke concerned about strictly Jew-Gentile relations, which 
suggests that Sosthenes is a believer, but the choice is not clear (as 
Witherington 1998: 555 notes). Le Cornu and Shulam (2003: 1012) suggest 


an “internal Jewish affair, most likely connected with some form of 
‘Christian’ involvement, with vital details missing which would help 


clarify the picture.” So Sosthenes is likely either a believer or one who 
sympathized with or attempted to protect Christians. When the crowd 


breaks up after Gallio’s ruling, Sosthenes is manhandled because of anti- 
Semitic feelings in the crowd, who would not distinguish between Jews 
and Christians. Regardless, Gallio shows his total indifference and does 
nothing. The ambivalence is not unlike the way Pilate handled Jesus. The 
account as a whole shows that Rome is going to stay out of the dispute, if 
possible. It will not rule for Christianity or against it. There is no real 
interest in Jewish affairs. Luke shows that the Roman government is not 
overly concerned about the situation. 

In sum, this is another glimpse of Paul engaged in mission, making clear 
that Christianity is not a threat to the state, for it operates at a level of 


human promise, touching areas that a government cannot possibly meet. 
In a secular world where life is often viewed in terms of things and 
politics, this is an important reminder. There are issues of the heart that 
cannot be touched by legislation or government programs. As important 
as it is that our society operate in ways that lift up humanity, nothing lifts 
up society more than a community filled with people whose hearts are 
right before God. The irony is that the Roman rulers seem to sense the 
difference by refusing to take on Christianity as a legal matter or problem. 
They place it where it belongs, as an expression of faith that can be 
tolerated because it is not overtly political in its goals. Rome changed its 
view later and persecuted Christians, not because they were a real threat 
to the state but because their allegiance to God was seen as a competitor 
to allegiance to Caesar and the state. This also is a lesson for today. One 
should not confuse congregation and country. They are not the same. 
Christianity transcends the state because Christians come from every 
state and society and, most especially, because God is the Father of all of 


us, no matter which country we live in or what a country’s style of 
government is. 


Additional Notes 


18:2-4, 6. There are numerous small variations in the Western text forthese verses. Verse 2 
contains a slightly different way of introducing Aquila and Priscilla as Priscilla comes with (ovv, 
syn) Aquila from Italy. There is the added note that they settle in Greece and become known to 
Paul. In verse 3, Aquila is said to be of the same tribe as Paul. In verse 4 they enter into the 
synagogue, where, in a discussion, Paul inserts the name of the Lord Jesus, persuading not only 
Jews but also Greeks. Some of this may be an effort to smooth out the original text (Metzger 1971: 
460-61, who notes that some of these differences are part of a reconstruction by Ropes [1926] 
based on a version of the Itala and Syriac). In verse 6, opposition arises after much discussion and 
after interpretations of the Scriptures have been given. This is yet another clarifying addition. 

Finally, more difficult to decide is the verb in verse 3. Is it npyáteto (he worked) or npyátovto 
(they worked)? The first reading is found in P’*, x“, A, D, E, Y, 33, 1739, Byz, Lat, and Syr, while the 
second is found in x*, BC, and some Sahidic Coptic MSS (Barrett 1998: 864). The singular form is 
better attested. 


18:7. Readings of Titus instead of Titius seem to be cases of using a more familiar name (Metzger 
1971: 462-63). 


18:12. The Western text expands, notingthatthe Jews talk among themselves, lay hands on Paul, 
and, crying out, bring him to the governor. 


18:17. Many MSS (D, E, Y, 33, 1739, Byz) make clear that Greeks are responsible for this reaction to 
Sosthenes. Other MSS do not specify who is responsible; this is the more difficult reading (P”*, x, 
A, B, Vulgate). 


9. Back to Antioch and through the Region 
(18:18-23) 


This summary narrative completes the second journey as Paul 
returns to Antioch after taking a vow (v. 18). A stop in Ephesus brings 
a request to stay, but he refuses, only promising to return if God 


permits (vv. 19-21). His return to Antioch is only for a time, before he 


heads out again to Galatia and Phrygia (vv. 22-23). Pauline sources 
would note such an itinerary (Fitzmyer 1998: 633). 


Exegesis and Exposition 


18After this Paul stayed many days longer, and then, taking leave of the brethren, he sailed for 
Syria with Priscilla and Aquila. At Cenchreae he cut his hair, for he had a vow. 19And "they* came 
to Ephesus. And leaving them "there", he himself, coming into the synagogue, argued with the 
Jews. 20When they asked him to stay for a longer period, he declined; 21but taking leave of them, 
he said, “" 7 I will return to you if God wills,” and he set sail from Ephesus. 

22And landing at Caesarea, going up and greeting the church, he then went down to Antioch. 
23After spending some time there, he departed and went from place to place through the region 
of Galatia and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples. 


18:18 With persecution again at work, Paul heads back to Syria by way of 
the Corinthian port, Cenchreae, which was located seven miles southeast 
of Corinth. A shrine to Isis was located there (Pausanius, Descr. 2.2.3; 
Schnabel 2004: 1197 estimates the population at 4,400). There he 
undertakes a vow and, as he moves to complete it, cuts his hair. It is not 
certain what kind of vow this is. Four views are prevalent. Two of them 
assume a Jewish background. (1) Plausibly, it may be a Nazirite vow (Num. 


6:1-21). Or (2) it may be a mere vow of thanksgiving for preservation as 


God promised in verse 10 (Witherington 1998: 557; Bruce 1988a: 355 opts 
for a private vow). Ifthis vow were Nazirite, then Paul for the duration 
would abstain from alcohol and uncleanness, such as touching a corpse. In 
addition, he would need to complete this vow by offering a sacrifice in 
Jerusalem, assuming that he is following the law and tradition on this 


matter (Jervell 1998: 465-66). It is also possible to cut the hair before 
offering the sacrifice to denote the vow’s end (m. Naz. 3.6; 5.4; Josephus, 


J.W. 2.15.1 §§309-14 relates a vow made in Jerusalem; Marshall 1980: 300; 
Polhill 1992: 390; Johnson 1992: 330). (3) A third option assumes a Greek 


background. Barrett (1998: 877-78) notes that sailors sometimes shaved 


after surviving a tough journey (citing Juvenal, Satires 12.81-82). (4) A 
fourth option argues that this is a Lukan insertion, rejecting the 
historicity of the act. This view thinks it unlikely that Paul would have 
agreed to such a vow and argues that the practice of cutting the hair 


outside Jerusalem for a Nazirite vow was not possible (Weiser 1985: 497— 
98; Schneider 1982: 255). Since, however, 1 Cor. 9:20 explains that Paul was 
a Jew to the Jews, such a vow, if a Jewish practice, was not out of character 
for him in certain circumstances. In addition, the Mishnah, as already 
noted, allows the hair to be cut before the sacrifice is made. It seems more 
likely that Paul acts out of his Jewish heritage rather than following Greek 
practice. So probably a private vow is more likely than a Nazirite vow. At 
any rate, whether a Jewish or a Greek practice, the act is not at all unlikely. 


18:19-21 Paul then travels to Ephesus and the synagogue, arguing his case 
for Jesus (on 61aAéyopicn, dialegomai, argue, see 18:4). Ephesus was an 
important city, as it had long been the home of the shrine of Artemis, one 
of the major pagan goddesses. It also was a great commercial city. The 
shrine was one of the seven wonders of the world. Ephesus sat at the 
mouth of the Cayster River and was on the main trade route east from 
Rome; it was the major trade center in Asia Minor north and west of the 


Taurus Range (Strabo, Geogr. 14.1.24; see Levinskaya 1995: 137-52 for a host 


of inscriptions found there; Schnabel 2004: 1206-11). The city was 
strategically located: one could hardly see it from any angle until arriving 
there, because the local hills shielded it from view. Today it constitutes the 


largest “outside ancient museum” in Turkey, with a full layout of the 


ancient city and theater. Trebilco (1994: 302-57) has a detailed discussion 
of Ephesus, including its history, its strategic role, and the lecture hall 
there as well as its reputation for healing, magic, the Artemis cult with its 
temple and influence, the role of silversmiths, the Romans in the city, 
their attitude toward riots, the theater, the town clerk, the myth ofthe 
falling stone, and the role of the courts. Trebilco (1994: 332, 342) notes 


how the townspeople’s zeal for Artemis’s honor in Acts 19 is in keeping 


with this background, as is the scene of the silversmiths’ defense of the 
goddess. A free city, Ephesus had its own senate and assembly. It was the 
capital of the Roman province of Asia. Many Jews lived there, in part 
because of legal privileges defending Jewish rights granted by a partisan 
of Julius Caesar in 44 BC and confirmed by Augustus (Josephus, Ant. 


14.10.12 88225-27; 16.6.2-4 $8162-68; 16.6.7 8817273). Its population 
was estimated at the time to be a quarter of a million, one of the largest 


cities of the empire. It will be Paul's missionary center for his third 
journey. The Artemis cult, which had its center here, was an 


“expansionist” religion (Trebilco 1994: 336). 
Paul will not remain long in Ephesus (v. 20), as he wishes to return to 


Antioch and visit the churches he has ministered to earlier (vv. 22-23). His 
haste is probably due to a wish to reach Jerusalem for the Passover 
festival, as some MSS explicitly indicate (see additional note on 18:21), 
before the sea traffic stops for the winter. If Paul waited until after winter, 
the window for travel to reach Jerusalem for Passover would be short. 
Only a handful of days in March were open for sailing on this route, since 
sailing did not start until March 10 and Passover was in early April 
(Vegetius, On Military Affairs 4.39; Bruce 1990: 399; Witherington 1998: 558). 
Thus Paul refuses to stay on in Ephesus, though promising to return “if 
God wills” (tod Beod Bédovtoc, tou theou thelontos; James 4:15; an expression 
among Greeks as well, Plato, Phaedo 80D; MM 286; Johnson 1992: 330). The 
remark about Paul leaving Priscilla and Aquila alludes to his departing 
Ephesus and leaving them behind to watch over the new labor there, as 


Acts 18:24-28 shows. The church meets in their home (1 Cor. 16:19). Luke 
will have Paul return to Ephesus in Acts 19:1. 


18:22-23 Paul returns briefly to Antioch in Syria besides making a few 
other stops. In this compact text, he goes down to Caesarea and then goes 
up and greets the church (mv £xkAnoiav, ten ekklesian), which suggests a 
trip to Jerusalem (Fitzmyer 1998: 635). Next he goes down to Antioch. 
Then Paul leaves on what will be his third missionary journey, starting in 
Galatia and Phrygia, where his first or second journey took him. Luke 
summarizes a fifteen-hundred-mile journey here. Which locale is meant 
depends on which Galatia is referred to, as was noted earlier. I prefer a trip 
to the first missionary journey’s region, described in Acts 13-14 (Marshall 
1980: 302; see discussion at 16:6). As is his custom (14:22), Paul returns to 
strengthen the disciples. 

In sum, Paul continues to be directed by God's will as he makes his 
plans, remaining flexible in how he will proceed, depending on that 
leading. As he travels, he also continues to minister with a concern for 
those he has served. 


Paul's Second Missionary Journey 


City Region 
Antioch Syria 
unnamed E 
cities 

Derbe Lycaonia 
Lystra Lycaonia 
unnamed city opposite Mysia 
Troas Mysia 
unnamed city Samothrace 
Neapolis Macedonia 
Philippi Macedonia 


Amphipolis Macedonia 
Apollonia Macedonia 
Thessalonica Macedonia 
Beroea Macedonia 


Athens Achaia 


Corinth Achaia 

Cenchreae Achaia 

Ephesus Lydia 

Caesarea Judea 
erusalem 

a Judea 

Antioch Syria 


Additional Notes 


18:19. To conform to the other singular verbs in the context, P”*, Y, and Byz read a singular “he” 

coming to Ephesus, not the plural “they,” which is the harder reading and likely original here. The 
issue of the more difficult reading also applies to the use of éxel (ekei) rather than avtod (autou) as 
an adverb in the verse, since the adverbial use of the latter term is rare. The more common ékel is 


attested in P’*, x, A, D, and 33. 


18:21. The Western text adds Paul's rationale, namely, that he must keep the feast in Jerusalem, 
as he says also in 20:16 and, in the Western tradition, as recorded in 19:1. 


VI. The Second and Third Missionary Journeys: Expansion to Greece and Consolidation amid 
Opposition (15:36-21:16) 
A. The Second Missionary Journey (15:36-18:23) 

>» B. The Third Missionary Journey, Ending in Jerusalem (18:24-21:16) 


B. The Third Missionary Journey, Ending in 
Jerusalem (18:24-21:16) 


Paul launches out on what is often called his third journey, which would 
take place in the mid-50s. He revisits sites associated with his initial 
journey. In a sense, however, this is not a journey: once Paul reaches 
Ephesus, he stays there for some time. Paul works long and hard to plant a 


solid community there. He will stay for more than two years. The unit’s 
major incident occurs here as the Ephesians react when the commerce 
associated with the goddess Artemis is affected and magic books are 
burned. Also an exorcism makes a deep impression. Toward the end ofthe 
unit, Paul directs the Ephesian elders to exercise careful oversight of their 
community. Then he returns to Jerusalem, where he will be arrested and 
begin his long trip to Rome. Paul is warned of what he will face there and 


goes nevertheless (Acts 20:22-23; 21:4, 11-14). Paul will trust in the Lord in 
the midst of his suffering. Gaventa (2003: 262) discusses the reemerging 
themes of the journey: concern for believers already visited, preaching in 
the synagogues and the resulting conflict, miracles, and confrontation 
with magic. 


1. Backdrop to Ephesus: Apollos (18:24-28) 


Luke sets the stage for Paul’s trip to Ephesus with a cameo scene 
including Apollos, Priscilla, and Aquila. Apollos preaches in the 


synagogue with only knowledge of John’s baptism (vv. 24-25). 
Priscilla and Aquila correct him, bringing him up to date (v. 26). 
Apollos moves on to Achaia, bringing with him a letter of 
commendation. There he strengthens the believers and presents 


Jesus as the Christ to the Jews (vv. 27-28). The scene shows how 
Priscilla and Aquila help in Ephesus and that solid work is being done 
by others beyond Paul. In addition, some minister but need more 
instruction about details of the new faith. Instruction about the Spirit 
and the work of indwelling is still needed for some. This reference to 
the Spirit links this account to Acts 19:1-7, where the disciples of 
John the Baptist face the same problem. The promise is about Jesus 
and the Spirit he makes available. 

The narrative summary may well reflect tradition from Priscilla 
and Aquila or from other Ephesian sources (Barrett 1998: 886; 
Witherington 1998: 562; Jervell 1998: 472), although Fitzmyer (1998: 
637) speaks of Pauline sources, which are also possible and may also 
include Priscilla and Aquila. Trebilco (2004: 121) argues that local 
sources were also used and that the story is credible, being confirmed 
by affirmations of Apollos in Pauline passages, such as 1 Cor. 3:6-9; 
16:12, making clear that he is not an opponent (contra Käsemann 
1964a: 136-48 and Haenchen 1963: 566, “Apollos was, therefore, no 
Paulinist”). Haenchen’s claim that 1 Corinthians gives no support or 
affirmation to Apollos ignores the fact that the epistle has both 
Apollos and Paul build on the same foundation. Here is no sense of 
separation but rather identification. Trebilco refutes the “Apollos as 
opponent” view in detail. 


Exegesis and Exposition 


24Now a certain Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was an 
eloquent man, well versed in the Scriptures. 25He was instructing in the way ofthe Lord; and 
being fervent in spirit, he was speaking and teaching accurately the things concerning Jesus, 
though he knew only the baptism of John. 26He began to speak boldly in the synagogue; but 
"Priscilla and Aquila”, upon hearing him, took him and expounded to him the way of God more 
accurately. 27” 7 And when he wished to cross to Achaia, the brethren encouraged him and wrote 
to the disciples to receive him. Upon arriving, he greatly helped those who through grace had 
believed, 28for he powerfully confuted the Jews in public, demonstrating by the Scriptures that 
the Christ was Jesus. 


18:24-25 The scene shifts back to Ephesus and to an insightful preacher, 
born in Alexandria, named Apollos (1 Cor. 1:12; 3:4-6, 22; 4:6; 16:12). Paul 
uses the short form of his name, which would have been Apollonius. 
Literally, the phrase “a learned man” (évijp Aöyıog, anér logios) refers to 
someone who is eloquent or well educated. Alexandria was the Roman 
seat in Egypt. It was one of the larger cities of the empire and had a large 
Jewish population, occupying all of one of the five districts of the city and 
the majority of a second district (Philo, Flaccus 8 §55; Josephus, Ant. 14.7.2 
§117; Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 1027-30 have a full discussion of the city 
and the relationship of its Jews with Jerusalem). It was also well known for 
its educational opportunities and as a place of philosophical reflection 
(Let. Arist. 301-21; Johnson 1992: 331). The Jewish philosopher Philo was 
from there. Apollos is well versed in the Scriptures, which probably means 
that he understands how the Scriptures make promises about the Christ 
(vv. 25, 28). 

Apollos is instructed in the way of the Lord (tiv 660v tod Kupiou, ten 
hodon tou kyriou). This is probably a reference to his knowing the way to 
God and doing God’s will (Exod. 32:8; Deut. 5:33; Jer. 7:23; 1QS 8.13; Jervell 
1998: 470). He knows about God’s work of salvation through Jesus and 
God’s plan tied to it. 


He also is “fervent in spirit” (Céwv 16 nveunartı, zeön tó pneumati). T 
Mvevpatt is syntactically a dative of reference or respect: Apollos is fervent 
with respect to the Spirit/spirit (Moulton and Turner 1963: 220). The 
description of someone as fervent means that the person is enthusiastic, 
excited, or “on fire” (BAGD 337; BDAG 426; “talked ... with great 
enthusiasm,” NLT). The term literally means “boiling” or “seething” 
(Josephus, Ant. 13.12.6 §345). It is often used in a positive context about 
emotions, as here. The only two NT uses are here and in Rom. 12:11. 

There are two views on the meaning of the reference to Apollos being 
fervent in “Spirit/spirit.” The options reflect the ambiguity of the term 
nveðpa (pneuma). (1) Is this a reference only to Apollos’s emotions? So 
argues Larkin (1995: 270-71), who also sees him as unregenerate at this 
point. Schneider (1982: 261) likewise sees him as a Jewish follower of Jesus 
but not yet a Christian. If the term has this sense, then Apollos preaches 
with “great enthusiasm” (NET). The idea that Apollos is not a believer is 
not tied to this reading, however. If he is not portrayed as a believer, then 
this is how the expression should be read, but the expression in this sense 
also simply could describe the emotion Apollos brings to his message, 
without questioning his spiritual status. (2) Or should we see it as an 
allusion to the work of the Spirit in Apollos’s life? Against this is his lack 
of knowledge of the baptism of the Spirit, but in favor of it is the fact that 
the expression includes the article, so that the description can be read as 
“fervent in the Spirit.” The expression is parallel in wording to Rom. 12:11, 
where it clearly describes Christians. Marshall (1980: 303-4) notes a 
variety of reasons why Apollos would not yet know about the Spirit’s 
baptism, as he refutes Käsemann’s view (1964a) that Apollos is seen as 
dangerous because of his lack of instruction. If the phrase means “fervent 
in the Spirit,” then Luke would be indicating that Apollos is gifted by the 
Spirit in his ability to preach effectively (Bruce 1990: 402; Barrett 1998: 
888). 

Regardless of how one interprets the phrase, Larkin’s view of an 
unregenerate Apollos does not seem to square with the other description 
of Apollos as one who teaches accurately the things concerning Jesus. 
Nothing about the way Priscilla and Aquila instruct Apollos gives one the 


sense that he has yet to believe or repent, which is how Luke describes 
conversion. Especially important here is that there is no mention of 
baptism for Apollos, which Luke often mentions when one comes into the 


community. In all likelihood, given Apollos’s lack of awareness of the 
Spirit, the expression is not a technical term but refers to Apollos as an 
effective preacher. If the Spirit is referred to, then the description would 


also be ironic, as Apollos would be seen as directed by God’s Spirit, 
concerning whom he also needs instruction. This is possible but not likely. 


So “fervent in spirit” is the more likely reading here (Jervell 1998: 470). 
What is also clear is that Apollos speaks as a believer. 


Apollos teaches about Jesus accurately but knows only of John’s 
baptism. This lack of knowledge has created much discussion among 
commentators. Is Apollos really a Christian at this point (Witherington 


1998: 564-66 has a full discussion)? The likely answer, as already 
suggested, is yes, despite the gap in his knowledge. At the least, the 
expression “fervent in spirit/the Spirit,” even if it points only to 
enthusiasm, is positive. The fact that he speaks about Jesus accurately is 
unlikely to be said of anon-Christian who preaches. Apollos is a figure 
caught in transition who ministers in the Diaspora and thus needs to be 
brought up to date. His preaching is not inaccurate, merely incomplete 


(Williams 1990: 324 describes him as a “Christian of sorts”). Acts 10:45-46 
shows that one can have the Spirit without being baptized, since God 
sovereignly distributes the Spirit in response to faith. Apollos is easily 
brought up to date when Priscilla and Aquila speak with him. They inform 


him of the Way “more accurately,” where axpiféotepov (akribesteron, v. 26) 
is a comparative used as an elative with an adverbial force (Moulton and 
Turner 1963: 30; Culy and Parsons 2003: 357). Apollos now understands 
better than before the full benefits offered in salvation, especially as it 
relates to the Spirit of God. Certainly the commendation of him to Achaia 
tells us that the church does not have any concerns after the time of 
additional instruction. 


18:26 The action begins with Apollos speaking boldly in the synagogue, a 


description echoing an earlier one of Paul's preaching (9:27-28). Priscilla 
and Aquila take him aside and explain to him the way of God more 


accurately. The verb used here (éxti8n ya, ektithemi) means “explain 


carefully,” “fill someone in on something” (BAGD 245 82; BDAG 310 82). 
This verb appears only in Acts, where three of the occurrences have this 


sense (18:26; 28:23; 11:4; 7:21 has the verb’s other sense of “abandon” or 
“expose” something [in this case, children in the exodus]). Here both 


Priscilla and Aquila update Apollos on baptism, moving him beyond John’s 
baptism, probably to the gift of the Spirit, telling Apollos that the Spirit 
has come and acquainting him with the importance of the arrival ofthis 


eschatological promise (see 2:16-36; 19:2). Apollos now has a more 
accurate understanding of the gospel than before. Priscilla and Aquila 
must teach him but do so sensitively in private. The unit shows that not 
all who ministered in this early period had the full story of what God had 
done and yet they were effective as well as open to instruction. 


18:27-28 Apollos desires to minister in Achaia and is encouraged to do so. 
This region was to the west, across the Aegean Sea (Schnabel 2004: 1169). 
It became a senatorial province in AD 44. Corinth and Athens were located 
there, in what is now southern Greece. It included cities such as Sparta 
and Delphi as well. Given that Paul left there long before, Apollos would be 
of benefit to the church there. Thus the church writes to commend him to 


the believers there. Romans 16:1-2 is an example of such a commendation, 
and the letter of Acts 15:23-29 serves a similar function (also 2 Cor. 3 
alludes to such a letter). Once Apollos arrives there, he benefits and 
encourages those who believe, for he also goes to the synagogue and 
argues that the Christ is Jesus. Indeed, Luke points to his effectiveness by 
saying that Apollos “refuted” ($1aKatnA&yxeto, diakatelencheto) the Jews in 
public. This compares favorably with Paul's public ministry as noted in 
20:20. This strong verb appears only here in the NT. It means “overwhelm” 
someone in argument (BAGD 184; BDAG 229). Scholars discuss whether the 
reference to God's grace refers to those who believe through grace (so 
RSV) or means that Apollos helps through God's grace, which is 
grammatically possible. The position of grace at the end of verse 27, next 
to the mention of belief, slightly favors the first option (Barrett 1998: 890). 
This brief portrait helps us to appreciate why Paul sees Apollos as a 


colleague in 1 Cor. 1-4 (esp. 3:9, they are fellow workers of God). They will 


also cross paths in Ephesus, according to 1 Cor. 16:12, where Paul reports 
he has urged him to come to Corinth later. 

In sum, this unit shows how growth can occur in the church. Priscilla 
and Aquila minister to and encourage Apollos in his new ministry. They 
instruct him. Apollos, for his part, is open to their instruction. Thus these 
ministers encourage each other in a task they know they share. They are 
aware that it is a task bigger than any one of them. This encouragement 
even extends to letters of recommendation so that people will be more 
likely to receive what he is saying. This kind of mutual cooperation and 
encouragement in pursuit of a theologically faithful ministry enables the 
church to carry out its mission. Apollos ministers even though he has 
more to learn. On the other hand, Priscilla and Aquila encourage him to 
grow even as they recognize that he is an effective minister. 


Additional Notes 


18:26. The Western text and numerous other later MSS shift the order of Priscilla and Aquila, so 
that he is first. The older MSS read the reverse order (P”*, x, A, B, E, 33). 


18:27. The Western text is expanded, reporting that the Corinthians persuade Apollos to come to 
Achaia. 


2. In Ephesus (19:1-41) 


This scene recounts Paul's final missionary swing through the Greco- 
Roman world. In Ephesus Paul has a face-to-face encounter with 
Greco-Roman religion. The scene begins with him bringing some 
believers from John the Baptist into a full knowledge of the work of 
the Spirit and baptizing them. Paul's work is confirmed by their 
speaking in tongues and giving prophecy (vv. 1-7). Next, Paul goes to 
the synagogue, as is his custom. There he makes the case for the 
kingdom of God over a three-month period. He also meets with 
strong rejection and so moves to the hall of Tyrannus to make his 
case to the city. He remains in the city for two years (vv. 8-11). During 
this time, the sons of Sceva, itinerant Jewish exorcists, try to invoke 
Jesus’s name in their exorcisms, only to be rebuked by an evil spirit 
and attacked. The event makes a deep impression on those in 
Ephesus (vv. 12-17). In addition, many who come to faith burn their 
books on the magic arts (vv. 18-20). Luke is showing the great impact 
of faith on the lifestyle of those who believe. Paul is planning to move 
on to Jerusalem and Rome, and so he sends for Timothy and Erastus 
(vv. 21-22). Before he leaves, however, the city reacts. Many 
Ephesians become concerned about the economic impact of “the 
Way” and the affront to Artemis, the goddess of the city. Demetrius, 
who makes silver shrines to the goddess, tells the city that the 
tradesmen may lose their livelihood if things continue like this. His 
action stirs up a crowd and leads those present to praise the goddess. 
Only the town clerk’s insistence that they should bring their 
complaints legally or else face Roman reaction brings calm to the 
crowd (vv. 23-41). 

The entire scene powerfully presents the impact of the new faith 
when fully embraced. For believers, lives are transformed. Societal 


structures are challenged through those changed lives, not by force 
on others, but by their own personal lifestyle changes. The reaction is 
negative, however, among many ofthose who do not embrace it. Here 
it is Greeks, not Jews, who react negatively to the threat to their 
religious practice. The commerce that goes with their Greco-Roman 
faith is seen to be especially at risk. So we have, in effect, four scenes: 


Paul with the disciples of the Baptist (vv. 1-7), Paul’s ministry and the 
confrontation with the Jewish exorcists (vv. 8-20), Paul’s travel plans 
(vv. 21-22), and the demonstration by the Ephesians on behalf of 


Artemis (vv. 23-41). Bruce (1988a: 373) compares the scenes to a 
lecture with slides, moving from one vivid event to another. 


Luke’s choice of material is again selective. We know that there 
was much suffering in Ephesus (1 Cor. 15:32 [Paul speaks of fighting 
wild animals in Ephesus; that is, he fought for his life there]; 2 Cor. 
1:8; 4:9-12; 6:4-10), possibly an imprisonment (2 Cor. 11:23; Williams 
1990: 328), and that Paul also made a quick trip to Corinth (2 Cor. 
12:14; 13:1). 

The event, told in rich detail, is rooted in Pauline (Fitzmyer 1998: 
641, 646, 655) or local Ephesian sources (Pesch 1986b: 178; Barrett 
1998: 886, 901, 917; Jervell 1998: 878, 485). Schille (1983: 376) sees it as 
a Lukan formulation, as does Johnson (1992: 342-43), on the basis 
that these “typical” events are not sufficiently unique or specific to 
be authentic. But Luke often notes patterns of reaction and moves to 
a scene that details what has been portrayed in more general terms 
elsewhere. So the typical nature of these events does not speak 
against their historicity. The appeal to typical events also fails to note 
that here the key reaction is from Gentiles on their own, not from 
Jews or from Gentiles incited by Jews. The sources are more likely 
local and Pauline. Trebilco (2004: 130-32) shows that the scene 
involving John the Baptist’s disciples is credible in terms of its 
background (also see mention in our introduction to 18:24-28 of 
Trebilco defending the credibility ofthe accounts). Trebilco (2004: 
104-96) has a detailed treatment of the entire Ephesian cycle in Acts 
and defends its fundamental historical credibility.[1] Schnabel (2004: 


1121-1231), who considers about eight different theories that 
question Luke’s presentation in this chapter, finds them all wanting. 
The passage shows how the Pauline mission worked to include 

those who have responded but still have something to learn. Luke 
also reinforces the idea that John the Baptist prepared the way for 
Jesus. The baptism that counts is the one based on the name of Jesus 
and representing the Spirit’s coming. The washing pictures new life 
that comes from the Spirit (vv. 4-5). The scene further legitimates 


Paul as God’s servant and the faith he proclaims in the face of 
opposition from Jewish (sons of Sceva) and Greco-Roman (conflict 


over Artemis) worldviews. The section also represents Paul’s longest 
sustained ministry in one area in Acts, showing what a mission in a 
given locale might look like (Witherington 1998: 572-73). In this 
sense, it is not a typical Lukan scene with respect to Luke’s portrait of 
Paul, because of the variety of detail presented. Only the scene in 
Philippi, with its multiple events (exorcism plus the prison episode 
and the conversion of the jailer’s family) is similar in detail. Trebilco 
(2004: 155-56) notes these key Lukan themes: (1) the success of Paul's 
work in Ephesus in the context of Artemis worship portrays the 
superiority of Christianity over cultic worship; (2) Christianity is not 
a threat to the Roman order; (3) Paul has some friends in high social 
places who are not Christians (part of the “no threat” argument); and 
(4) Christianity’s superiority to paganism leads to opposition to Paul 
that is weak and confused. The net result is that Christianity is 
superior to paganism and will prove victorious in the end. 


Exegesis and Exposition 


1" While Apollos was at Corinth, ' Paul passed through the upper country and came to Ephesus 
and found some disciples. 2And he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 
believed?” And they said, “No, we have never even heard that "there is” a Holy Spirit.” 3And he 
said, “Into what, then, were you baptized?” They said, “Into John’s baptism.” *And Paul said, 
“John baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying to the people to believe in the one who 


was to come after him, that is, Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name ofthe 
Lord Jesus. £And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them; and 
they began speaking with tongues and prophesied. “There were about twelve of them in all. 

8And entering the synagogue, over a period of three months" * he spoke boldly, arguing and 
persuading about the kingdom of God. 9But some hardened themselves and disbelieved, 
speaking evil of the Way before the congregation. So, withdrawing from them, he took the 
disciples with him, each day arguing in the hall of Tyrannus. 10This continued for two years, so 
that all the residents of Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks. 

11And God did extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, 12so that handkerchiefs or aprons 
were carried away from his body to the sick, and diseases left them and the evil spirits came out 
of them. 13Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists undertook to pronounce the name of the 
Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, “l adjure you by the Jesus whom Paul 
preaches.” 14There were seven sons of a Jewish chief priest named Sceva "doing this”. 15But the 
evil spirit answered them, “Jesus " ' | know, and Paul I am acquainted with; but who are you?” 
16And leaping on them and mastering "all of them", the man with the evil spirit overpowered 
them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 17And this became known to all 
residents of Ephesus, both Jews and Greeks; and fear fell upon them all; and the name of the Lord 
Jesus was extolled. 18Many also of those who were now believers came, confessing and divulging 
their magic spells. 19And a number of those who practiced magic arts, bringing their books 
together, burned them in the sight of all; and they counted the value of them and found it came to 
fifty thousand pieces of silver. 20So "the word of the Lord mightily grew and became strong”. 

21Now after these events Paul resolved in the Spirit to pass through Macedonia and Achaia and 
go to Jerusalem, saying, “After | have been there, | must also see Rome.” 22And having sent into 
Macedonia two of his helpers, Timothy and Erastus, he himself stayed in Asia for a while. 

23About that time there arose no little stir concerning the Way. 24For a man named Demetrius, a 
silversmith, making replica silver temples to Artemis, brought no little business to the craftsmen. 
25Gathering together with the workmen of like occupation, he said, “Men, you know that from this 
business we have our wealth. 26And you see and hear that not only at Ephesus but almost 
throughout all Asia this Paul has persuaded and turned away a considerable company of people, 
saying that the gods made with hands are not gods. 27And there is danger not only that this trade 
of ours may come into disrepute but also that the temple of the great goddess Artemis may be 
reckoned for nothing, and that she may even be deposed from her magnificence, she whom all 
Asia and the world worship.” 

28Upon hearing this, they became full of rage and cried out, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!” 
29So the city was filled with confusion; and they rushed together into the theater, dragging with 
them Gaius and Aristarchus, Macedonians who were Paul’s companions in travel. 30Paul was 
desiring to go in among the crowd, but the disciples were not letting him; 31some of the Asiarchs 
also, who were friends of his, sending to him, were urging him not to venture into the theater. 
32Now some cried one thing, some another; for the assembly was in chaos, and most of them did 
not know why they had come together. 33Some of the crowd prompted Alexander, whom the Jews 
had put forward. And Alexander, motioning with his hand, wished to make a defense to the 
people.34But when the crowd recognized that he was a Jew, for about two hours they all with one 
voice cried out, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!” 35And quieting the crowd, the town clerk said, 
“Men of Ephesus, what man is there who does not know that the city of the Ephesians is temple 
keeper of the great Artemis and of the sacred stone that fell from the sky? 36Seeing, then, that 


these things cannot be contradicted, you ought to be quiet and do nothing rash.37For you have 
brought these men here who are neither sacrilegious nor blasphemers of our goddess. 381f 
therefore Demetrius and the craftsmen with him have a complaint against anyone, the courts are 
open, and there are proconsuls; let them bring charges against one another. 39But if you seek 
anything further, it shall be settled in the regular assembly. 4°For we are risking being charged 
with rioting today, "there being no cause that we can give” to justify this commotion.” 41And 
when he had said this, he dismissed the assembly. 


19:1-5 While Apollos is in Corinth, Paul takes the upper-country route 
westward to Ephesus, a probable reference to traveling through the 
Cayster River valley rather than by way of Colossae and Laodicea (on 


Ephesus, see the discussion on 18:19-21). Paul comes to Ephesus and 
meets some disciples who do not know that the Spirit has come and who 


have only had John’s baptism. There is scholarly debate about whether 
these are believers. Most commentators understand disciples as being 
disciples of Jesus here, but Witherington (1998: 570) argues that they are 
not believers, given their lack of the Spirit, just as he argued in the case of 
Apollos. Witherington argues that for Luke, if one is without the Spirit, 
then one is not a Christian (so also Marshall 1980: 305, citing John 3:5; Acts 


11:17; Rom. 8:9; 1 Cor. 12:3; Gal. 3:2; 1 Thess. 1:5-6; Titus 3:5; Heb. 6:4; 1 Pet. 
1:2; 1 John 3:24; 4:13; Schneider 1982: 263). Polhill (1992: 399) notes that 


“disciples” can refer to John’s followers (Luke 5:33; 7:18-19). 


Witherington’s option could well be right. 

The impression of verse 2 and its mention of their believing, however, is 
that their instruction is incomplete, not that Jesus is not a part of it at all. 
We are caught in the special situation of a transition here. Larkin (1995: 


273) summarizes well—they are “at best nominal Christians and at worst 


simply disciples of John.” These disciples need “finishing” in their 
understanding but have embraced Jesus, or else belief likely would not be 
mentioned. Paul discovers their situation when he inquires about whether 
they received the Spirit when they believed. The text seems clear they 
have come to faith in Jesus (motevoavtec, pisteusantes), so their problem is 
like that of Apollos, knowing about Jesus but not the work of the Spirit 
that is also a part of the promise. Those who see unbelievers here 
maintain that Paul is using the language of appearances in speaking about 


belief. 


The text says that these disciples have never heard of the Spirit. This 
probably does not mean that the disciples of John do not know that the 
Spirit exists, since this is a common Jewish concept and John the Baptist 
discussed the coming of the Spirit (Luke 3:15-16). Rather, it means that 
they have not heard that the Spirit of God has come (Williams 1990: 330). 
Fitzmyer (1998: 643) argues for a reference to Gentile followers of John the 
Baptist who may not know about the Spirit at all, but it is not clear how 
any follower of John would not know about the Spirit, given the 
eschatological nature of John’s message. In fact, in verse 4, Paul makes the 
point that John the Baptist told his disciples to look for Jesus, the very 
point Luke 3:15-16 suggests, without naming Jesus, by saying that the 
Messiah will baptize with the Spirit. That the Messiah brings the Spirit is a 
point Luke often makes (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4-5; 2:16-36; 11:15-16; 13:25 
alludes to the start of John’s saying; 15:8 alludes back to 11:15-16). 

Paul indicates the close connection between the Spirit and baptism by 
asking what baptism they experienced. They have had only the baptism of 
John. Paul explains that since John performed a baptism of repentance 
(Mark 1:4; Luke 3:3, 8; Acts 10:37; 13:24-25), he told his disciples to believe 
in the one who was to come after him (Luke 3:15-17; 7:18-23). In the 
Synoptics John the Baptist described only what would point to the 
Messiah, but in John’s Gospel he testifies that Jesus is the one (John 1:29- 
34; Bruce 1990: 407). The disciples are baptized in the name of Jesus after 
hearing this message about the Spirit (Acts 2:38-39; 22:16). In Acts, this is 
the only case of a second baptism, where Christian baptism follows John’s 
baptism. 


19:6-7 Paul lays hands on them after their baptism with the result that 
the Spirit descends, so that they began to prophesy and speak in tongues 
(2:4; 8:17; 10:45-46; the imperfects here are inceptive). This is the final 
mention of tongues in Acts (2:2-4, 9-11, 26-27; 10:45-46; 19:5-6). The 
association of tongues and prophecy is like Acts 2. This special 
distribution confirms that the Spirit has come and shows how John’s 
disciples are completed in their faith, pointing to the fact that John did 
point to Jesus. This is the one locale where Paul bestows the Spirit in a 
manner much as the apostles have done in Acts 8. This action indicates 


the importance of Paul’s work by paralleling it to that of Peter and John. 
This scene together with the last one shows how Paul and those tied to 
him instruct the church more deeply in the way of God. In this way, it 
legitimates his mission and teaching (Gaventa 2003: 266). 

There is no pattern in how the Spirit comes in Acts. The Spirit can come 
before or after baptism, as Acts 10 shows. 

About twelve disciples are baptized. There is no symbolism in the 
number, especially given the estimation (correctly, Williams 1990: 331; 
Jervell 1998: 477). Johnson (1992: 338) sees it as pointing to Israel. It is the 
twelve apostles, however, who point to Israel. 


19:8-10 Paul spends three months in the synagogue, arguing and 
persuading about the kingdom of God (8:12; 20:25; 28:23, 31; persuade, 
17:4; 18:4; argue, 17:2, 17; 18:4, 19). As Luke often notes, Paul speaks boldly 
(2:29; 4:13, 29, 31; 9:27-28; 13:46; 14:3; 18:26). The term “kingdom of God” 
is another way that Luke presents Paul’s case for Jesus as the Messiah who 
fulfills promise (18:5, 19). Marshall (1980: 309) says that Paul preaches 
Jesus and the kingdom. For Paul, the two are bound up together in the 
gospel. 

Paul finds the audience stubborn and disbelieving, speaking evil ofthe 
Way (13:45; 18:6; on the expression “the Way,” see 9:1-2). The verb 
oxAnpúvo (sklerynö), often rendered “stubborn,” actually means “be 
hardened” to something; it speaks of stubbornness when it comes to 
emotions (BAGD 756 $2; BDAG 930). The expression appears in the OT 
regarding Pharaoh (Exod. 8:15; 9:35) and of the people in the wilderness 
(Deut. 2:30). It is rarely used in the NT but always with this same force 
(Heb. 3:8, 13, 15; 4:7; Rom. 9:18). In this scene the verb is in the middle 
voice (¿oxkAnpúvovto, esklérynonto), “they hardened themselves.” The term 
kaxodoyéw (kakologeo, revile) is a general one for speaking evil of 
someone. It is the only instance of this term in Acts (in the NT: Matt. 15:4; 
Mark 7:10; 9:39-40; Acts 19:9). The threefold response of hardening, 
unbelief, and speaking evil indicates complete rejection of Paul’s message. 

So Paul withdraws with his disciples. The reference to disciples 
indicates that there has been some success in the synagogue, but the rise 
of strong opposition (perhaps because of this limited success?) means that 


it is time to move on, so Paul takes his case to the hall of Tyrannus. This is 
either a lecture hall or a school building, as the term oyoXfi (schole) 
indicates (Fitzmyer 1998: 648; Plutarch, Alexander 7.3; Epictetus, Discourses 
3.21.11; Johnson 1992: 339). Tyrannus would likely be the owner or 
teacher. Marshall (1980: 309) contends in detail with the skepticism of 
Haenchen (1987: 560-61), who rejects the idea that Paul could work in the 
morning, preach in the afternoon, and make a sufficient supporting wage. 
Barrett (1998: 902) also challenges Haenchen’s skepticism on a variety of 
points but leaves the issue of historicity open. The scene is credible for a 
dedicated, hard worker, as Paul obviously was. 

The Western text places the hours of Paul's speaking as from the fifth to 
tenth hour (11 a.m. to 4 p.m.). Metzger (1971: 470) suggests that this may 
be an accurate piece of oral tradition, but it is not original to Luke, as 
there would have been no reason to remove it from the text ifit had been 
present. If this is the correct time, then it would be during the afternoon 
break or siesta time (Williams 1990: 331; Martial, Epigrams 4.8). As Lake 
says in Lake and Cadbury 1933: 239, at “1 p.m. there were probably more 
people asleep than at 1 a.m.” If correct, then Paul meets in an off-peak 
time but also when people would be free to hear him. Although the 
Western text is not original, the timing is likely. Larkin (1995: 275) speaks 
of the example of a tireless Paul who works in the morning and preaches 
in the afternoon. This pattern continues for two years with the result that 
Jews and Greeks hear the word of the Lord. Paul's ministry in Ephesus 
runs into its third year (Acts 20:31). Out of Ephesus came a ministry that 
impacted the entire Lycus valley, planting churches that received the 
letters later recorded in Rev. 2-3. Workers such as Epaphras were key in 
this expanding church work (Philem. 23; Col. 1:7; 2:1; 4:12-13; 1 Cor. 16:19). 


19:11-12 A new scene focuses on God's miraculous work through Paul, 
even to the point that handkerchiefs and aprons that touched Paul's body 
are given to the sick and bring healing. The handkerchiefs (oovöäpıa, 
soudaria) are probably sweat rags that wrapped around the head (Polhill 
1992: 401; John 11:44; 20:7). The aprons (o1pikiv61a, simikinthia) may be 
“belts” or sweat towels tied around the waist, but this is not certain (Leary 
1990; Larkin 1995: 276; Martial, Epigrams 14.153; Petronius, Satyricon 94.8). 


Barrett (1998: 907) argues against the idea of a belt, contending that 
contact with Paul’s skin is necessary, but the meaning may be a sweat 
towel tied around the waist. A precedent with Jesus and the woman with 
the hemorrhage suggests that only a garment needed touching (Luke 
8:44). Williams (1990: 332) suggests that the unusual character of these 
people and their beliefs about magic leads to the unusual form of the 
miracles. Paul also notes such mighty works (2 Cor. 12:12; Rom. 15:18-19). 
That God is the source of these works is important to Luke. Paul is but a 
mediator of God’s power, which attests to God’s approval of Paul. 

The emphasis on magic and power in Ephesus as shown in 19:18-19 may 
also explain the emphasis on “rulers and authorities” in the epistle to this 
region (Eph. 1:15-23; 3:10; 6:12). It certainly indicates why such unusual 
miracles take place here. God is shown to be gracious in the face of the 
people’s misunderstanding (Williams 1990: 333, “meeting the needs of 
these people at their own level of understanding”). The statue of Artemis 
had certain symbols that were used as magical formulas (Larkin 1995: 276; 
Plutarch, Moralia 706E; 85B; Arnold 1989: 15-16). Larkin relates the 
reaction of modern discussions representing two ends of the spectrum— 
those who deny these events took place and modern imitations of these 
events by media evangelists. Haenchen (1987: 563) claims that such 
glorification of Paul is against Paul’s own idea that his strength is shown 
through weakness. This ignores the fact, however, that God works in such 
ways to show support for his workers, as Paul even argues in 2 Cor. 12:12. 
Polhill (1992: 402) notes how conversion leads to a distancing from such 
“magical” responses. Indeed, Luke senses the unusual nature of some of 
these healings, describing them as “extraordinary” (ov tac tuxovoac, ou 
tas tychousas; literally, “no ordinary [powerful deeds],” an example of 
litotes; v. 11). Tuyxávw (tynchanö) normally means to experience 
something or for something to happen (BAGD 829 §2d; BDAG 1019). But it 
sometimes means to have an out-of-the-ordinary experience, something 
very unusual, which is its meaning here (Conzelmann 1987: 163; Bruce 
1990: 410; Barrett 1998: 906; Vettius Valens, Anthologiae 43.29, 32; 60.20; see 
also Acts 28:2). 


Paul is shown to be more than equal to anything Ephesus can offer. 
Witherington (1998: 577-79) distinguishes miracle from magic in that 
magic seeks to manipulate the gods, expecting formulaic results, whereas 
miracle is God’s sovereign act through someone (also Arnold 1989: 18-19). 
Magic includes rituals, spells, the use of names, and coercion. The 
collection of texts in PGM richly documents such incantations. The failure 
of the sons of Sceva shows the distinction between miracle and magic. 

Both healings of disease and exorcisms are performed. The verb 
ármadAdaoow (apallassö), used for the departing of disease, appears only 
here in the NT with this sense (Luke 12:58 and Heb. 2:15 use it in the sense 
of “reconcile” and “free” respectively). The idea is that of being released 
from something. This summary of Paul's miraculous work sounds like the 
summaries in the Gospels about Jesus (Luke 4:40-41; Mark 5:27-34; 6:56) 
and a summary in Acts about Peter (Acts 5:15). Such encounters with 
magic have been part of several scenes in Acts (5:16; 8:7; 16:16-18). 


19:13-16 Some Jewish exorcists, the seven sons of Sceva, try to perform 
an exorcism in the name of the Lord Jesus, adjuring the spirits (note the 
plural) by the name of the Jesus whom Paul preaches (Mastin 1976: 405- 
12). There is a textual problem here regarding whether one of them 
speaks, using the singular (ópxiZw, horkizö, I adjure; so most MSS), or all of 
them speak, using the plural ([¿Elopxitouev, [ex]orkizomen, we adjure; P”, 
36, 453, 614, 1739, Byz). Either way, they are seen as acting as a group, 
given the way the demons reply in verse 15. So the scene is seven exorcists 
in contrast to one Paul, one minister of the gospel versus one set of 
demons. They are sons of a chief priest (not “high” priest).[2] Fitzmyer 
(1998: 649-50) discusses the historical issue raised by the term, rejecting 
Conzelmann’s view (1987: 163-64) that a legend is present. Some see the 
description as a false claim by the exorcists. Bruce (1990: 411) calls it “an 
advertisement” claiming chief-priest or high-priestly family connections 
(also Mastin 1976; Witherington 1998: 581n92). Jervell (1998: 482) speaks of 
a claim of association with the high priests in Jerusalem, which is also 
possible. 

In exorcistic practice, the use of a correct or powerful name is 
important. This is what these exorcists are attempting to do by using 


Jesus’s name. Their ministry stands in contrast to that of Apollos, who 
lacked certain knowledge but knew Jesus (Gaventa 2003: 267). To use 


Jesus’s name fraudulently leaves one culpable before God. So the attempt 
fails completely. 
Their effort shows the syncretism present in Ephesus.[3] There is irony 


here: they do not believe Paul’s gospel, yet they seek to tap into his power. 
The verb opxi@w (horkizö), describing their attempt, is rare in the NT 
(Mark 5:7; Acts 19:13), and Jesus never uses it for exorcism. The term 
ESOPKLOTNC (exorkistés, exorcist) is an NT hapax, but references to exorcists 


do appear elsewhere (Matt. 12:27; Luke 11:19; Josephus, Ant. 8.2.5 8845-49; 
Justin Martyr, Dial. 85.3; Lucian, The Lover of Lies 16). Old Testament names 
show up in some magical papyri, and Polhill (1992: 403) notes a formula 


reading, “Hail, God of Abraham, hail, God of Isaac, hail, God of Jacob, Jesus 
Chrestus, Holy Spirit, Son of the Father.” Schneider (1982: 269) cites 
another formula: “I adjure you by the God of the Hebrews, Jesus ...” 


(magical papyri known as Paris papyri 4, in PGM 4.3019-20; written in the 
third century AD; Johnson 1992: 340). 

The evil spirit responds critically, saying that it knows Jesus and Paul 
but does not recognize these imposters. The different verbs for knowing 
Jesus and being acquainted with Paul probably suggest a different level of 
knowledge between them. Schneider (1982: 270) speaks of knowing Jesus 
and respecting Paul, to indicate the difference, but others see them as 
synonyms (Bruce 1988a: 369n36; on demons recognizing Jesus, see Luke 
4:41; 8:28; James 2:19). God performs the healing through Paul, who uses 
the name of Jesus. In no way is this simply a matter of the magic of 
naming and manipulation (J. Schneider, TDNT 5:463). Evidence of attempts 
to use Jesus’s name in such a manner does exist (NewDocs 1 nos. 8, 79; PGM 
1; Clement of Alexandria, Stromata 5.8.46; forbidden by the Jews, t. Hul. 
2.22-23; y. Sabb. 14.4.14d; b. ‘Abod. Zar. 27b; Metzger 1944). The rejection is 
an indictment of Jewish exorcism that attempts in a magical way to use 
the name of Jesus. 

The man with the spirit also attacks. The strength supplied by the 
demon is evident in the overcoming of the itinerant exorcists, as indicated 


by “leaping upon” to overpower (€gaAdpEvoc, ephalomenos; an NT hapax; 1 


Sam. 10:6; 11:6; 16:13; MM 269). The shame of their resultant condition, 
fleeing naked and wounded, underscores their complete lack of success. 


19:17 The report of this event circulates among both Jews and Greeks in 
Ephesus. The result is a reverent fear (2:43; 3:10; 5:11) and a magnifying of 
the name of the Lord Jesus as the source of such power (on extolling the 


name, BAGD 497 82; BDAG 623 82; Acts 10:46; 5:13; Luke 1:46). The scene 
speaks powerfully to those conditioned in such an environment. This is 
not so much mass conversion, however, as an awareness of the power tied 


to this new faith, similar to the remarks of Acts 5:12-13. Luke often notes 
the public nature of such events (Acts 1:19; 4:16; 9:42), setting up the 
climatic remark in 26:26. Johnson (1992: 341) observes that the verse 


combines an array of summaries also seen in Luke’s Gospel (Luke 4:37; 
5:26; 7:16-17; 8:35-39). 


19:18-19 The believers recognize that syncretism with magic is not a 
good thing, and so they confess and divulge their practices, turning from 


their past ways. In this context, the term mpdéetc (praxeis) means “magic 


spells” or “magical acts”; normally it simply means “deeds” (MM 533; PGM 
4.1227; Maurer, TDNT 6:644; Barrett 1998: 912). Their divulging of spells is 
important, as one of the keys to magic is the secrecy and mystery behind 
the spells. Once made public, the spell is perceived to be impotent. The 
fact that this becomes evident to those who already believe shows their 
growing maturity in the faith. They did not appreciate this when they 
initially responded to Jesus, but now they see it. So they did not give up 
the practice first and then become Christians. Rather, in their maturing 
walk with God, they came to renounce the practice, no doubt through the 
spiritual guidance and enablement that the gift of the Spirit brought. 
These believers are described through the use of a perfect-tense participle 
here (tv nemotevkótwv, tön pepisteukotön, those who have believed), 
highlighting the enduring nature of their faith (Bruce 1990: 412). 

The second step is the public burning of magic books worth a large sum 
of money, fifty thousand pieces of silver, This rejection of magic and the 
burning of these manuals of magic are a major public statement about a 
change of direction in life. If the silver refers to denarii, then fifty 


thousand of them would equal a single worker’s wages for 137 years 


without a day off, since a denarius was an average worker’s wage for a day 
(so BDAG 128 §2c; BAGD 105 §2c, but counting denarii, not drachmas, 
which the BDAG note mentions). Ehling (2003) argues that denarii were 
more common in Ephesus than drachmas, noting that we have forty-seven 
inscriptions of the former but only six of the latter. She places the sum at 
equal to eight hundred thousand small pieces of bread, or enough to allow 
one hundred families to live for five hundred days. It is a large sum of 
money and reflects the city’s commercial commitment to such trade and 
practice, as this is only a portion of the community’s holdings of such 
material. The act is not so much a protest against others as a public 
renunciation of the believer’s former practice, since books are not seized 
but voluntarily destroyed (on the practice of burning books, see Jer. 36:20- 
27; 1 Macc. 1:56; Suetonius, Augustus 31; Livy, Hist. Rom. 40.29; Diogenes 
Laertius, Lives 9.52; Lucian, Alexander the False Prophet 47; on the expression 
“Ephesian writings” for such works, see Plutarch, Symposium 7.5.4 [= 
Moralia 706E]; Witherington 1998: 582; esp. Arnold 1989). 


19:20 The encounter with the sons of Sceva and the reaction of believers 
to magic result in the growth of the word of the Lord (2:47; 6:7; 9:31; 12:24; 
16:5) and its prevailing mightily. The allusion to power (xpártoc, kratos) 
here is no accident, given the battle with magic. 


19:21-22 Once again Paul receives divine direction. He resolves in the 
Spirit to go through Macedonia, Achaia, and on to Jerusalem and Rome. 


Romans 15:23-25 is Paul’s own description of these plans, where taking 
the collection for Jerusalem is a major motive for the trip (1 Cor. 16:1-4; 2 
Cor. 8-9; Bruce 1988a: 371-72). The middle voice, ¿Beto (etheto), suggests 
that Paul’s own resolve plays a role in the decision. The reference to 
nveúpatı (pneumati) is ambiguous, referring either to Paul's spirit or to the 


Holy Spirit. The term Sel (dei) indicates the divinely directed necessity of 
traveling to Rome. The word is placed forward in the Greek word order for 
emphasis. The divine sense of “must” in the verse suggests a combination 
of wills. It appears that Paul has a resolve that he lays before God to see if 
it is from the Spirit (Larkin 1995: 279). Paul has the sense that he must 


ultimately go to Rome. In going through Macedonia and Achaia, Paul will 
be returning to strengthen churches he has already visited. 

Paul will soon have spent two and a half years in Ephesus and written to 
the Corinthians from there. This is the beginning of a sequence of texts 


indicating that going to Rome is a part of Paul’s divine destiny (Acts 20:23; 


21:11, 13; 23:11; 27:23-25). It may be connected to the itinerary sources 
that Luke used (Schneider 1982: 273; Barrett 1998: 918). The scene also 


parallels Jesus’s having to go to Jerusalem in Luke’s Gospel (9:51; 13:33- 


34). Paul’s plans come before the riot in Ephesus that Luke reports next. 
The riot will not cause him to leave, although it may confirm that it is 
time to move on. 

With forthcoming travel in mind, Paul sends Timothy (1 Cor. 4:17; 


16:10-11) and Erastus ahead of him into Macedonia (on Timothy, see Acts 


16:1). Sending two on a mission is common (Acts 9:38; 11:30; 15:27, 39-40; 
Bruce 1990: 414). Timothy and Erastus are described as ministering 
(Stakovobvtwv, diakonountön) to Paul. The same Erastus may or may not 
be mentioned in Rom. 16:23, as the name is common, but in 2 Tim. 4:20 it 
is likely the same person. The same uncertainty of identification applies to 
an inscription found in Corinth with this name (Le Cornu and Shulam 


2003: 1070). A minister is one who helps or serves (BAGD 184 $2; BDAG 


229-30). Luke and Paul also use a related term (S1aKovia, diakonia) 
regarding those who help to take up the collection for Jerusalem (Acts 
11:29; 12:25; Rom. 15:31; 2 Cor. 8:4; 9:1), something that also is a part of 
their labor (Johnson 1992: 346). 


19:23-24 The response of the Christians causes the other Ephesians to 
become nervous about their trade on behalf of the gods and goddesses, 
such as Artemis. The Christians have created a “stir.” Here the term 
tapayoc (tarachos), also used in Acts 12:18, refers to a civil disturbance. 
These are the only two NT instances of the term (1 Sam. 5:9 is an example 
from the LXX). 

This is the second and last direct confrontation between Paul and 
Greco-Roman religion in Acts (16:16-18 is the other; the event in Lystra 
[Acts 14] is not a confrontation but more a correction of a misperception 
about Paul and Barnabas). Paul is not really the subject of the passage; 


rather, the movement he represents and the power of God associated with 
it are. Witherington (1998: 584-88), Stoops (1989), and Marshall (1980: 
315-17) critique Haenchen’s claim (1987: 576-79) that a rescue miracle 
takes place and that the scene is not plausible (Marshall’s evaluation is 


especially full). The observation that “the Way” is the issue indicates that 
it is the Christians who cause the stir. A wise city official provides the 
proper analysis at the end of the scene and calms the crowd. 

Several details reflect solid local knowledge: the reference to the temple 
keeper (v. 35), the commerce surrounding silver shrines (v. 24), the 
reference to Asiarchs (v. 31), and the role of the scribe of the people, or 
town clerk (an elected official, v. 35). Thus Luke has solid sources for this 


event (Sherwin-White 1963: 81-92). Sherwin-White shows that the way 
the people function, the appeal to the town clerk, and the march to the 
theater all fit a first-century setting. Yamauchi (1980: 81) notes a parallel 
scene in Dio Chrysostom from the second half of the first century AD in 


The Hunter (Euboean Discourse) 25-26, where an angry mob gathers in a 
theater to hear the case of a hunter. Sherwin-White (1963: 92) concludes 
that “Acts does not show such detailed knowledge of any other city as of 
Ephesus.” Yamauchi (1980: 79-114) summarizes well what is known about 
the site today through archaeology. The scene is not invented as skeptical 
scholars claim. Even Conzelmann (1987: 165) lacks his usual skepticism 
here, citing the “intermezzo” with Alexander as evidence, since this detail 
has no clear literary motive in advancing the story (also Fitzmyer 1998: 
655). 

Other points also support a genuine account: Paul is not really central 
to the scene, the Ephesian audience has trouble distinguishing 
Christianity from Judaism, and the concern about peace and order at the 
end of the scene reflects official concerns. The incident may be alluded to 
in 2 Cor. 1:8-10 and divides nicely into three parts: (1) Demetrius’s speech 
sets the scene (vv. 24-28); (2) he stirs up the populace (vv. 29-34); and (3) 
the town clerk calms the crowd (vv. 35-40). 

A silversmith named Demetrius takes things into his own hands 
(Crocker 1987). He has a lucrative trade of making silver shrines, actually 
temple replicas (vaovc apyupobc, naous argyrous), honoring the goddess 
Artemis (Trebilco 1994: 336-37). Such shrines have been found in terra- 


cotta and marble but not in silver. Molds in which such material could be 
formed have been found, however, as have coins with temple images 
(Reeder 1987; Kreitzer 1987; Polhill 1992: 408; Larkin 1995: 280). We also 
have inscriptions about such silver materials (Bruce 1988a: 374n63; BMI 
3.481 = Inschr. Eph. 1.27). Demetrius may well be a leader among the 
silversmiths. 


Artemis, Ephesus’s major goddess, was known as a goddess of fertility 


and as “mistress of the wild beasts,” a daughter of Zeus and Leto, and a 
sister of Apollo. In Roman religion she was known as Diana. In this cult she 
was a virgin who helped women in childbirth, a huntress with bow and 
arrow, and the goddess of death. Her role in Ephesus paralleled the role of 
the great Anatolian mother goddess Cybele, since Artemis had become the 


product of syncretism (Arnold 1989: 25-26; Fitzmyer 1998: 657; Barrett 


1998: 922-23). 

As the text suggests, there was a whole array of commerce built around 
her. She was worshiped in many locales, since we know of thirty-three 
shrines to her, but the major site for her worship in Asia Minor was at 
Ephesus. Here the temple to her was four times the size of the Parthenon. 
It had pillars 60 feet high and was about 425 feet by 225 feet, much larger 
than a football field (Larkin 1995: 282). Le Cornu and Shulam (2003: 1072) 
place the dimensions at 377 feet by 197 feet, or 130 meters by 70 meters. 
Pesch (1986b: 180) has the dimensions as 120 meters by 70 meters. It was 
the largest building in the Greek world. The temple was a mile and a half 
northeast of the city. Eunuchs and female cultic slaves served it. The cult 
of Artemis was one of the most widely followed in the Greco-Roman 
world. Statues depict her as wearing a zodiac necklace, showing her 
authority over the stars and events. A weeklong festival to her, known as 
Artemision, took place each spring. Her shrine in Ephesus was a major 
site, one of the seven wonders of the ancient world.[4] She was a major 
attraction for the city (BAGD 110; BDAG 135). 

It is the protection of such religious commerce that motivates the 
silversmith Demetrius. Again the issue of idolatry is a theme in Acts (v. 26). 


The key term is épyaoia (ergasia), which appears in verses 24-25 and in 
this context refers to profit. For the roots of this attraction to Artemis, see 
verse 35 below, where the legend of the stone falling from the sky on 
Ephesus is mentioned. Luke often notes how material concerns get in the 


way of responding properly to God (Luke 16:1-14; Acts 1:17-20; 5:1-11; 
8:20-22; 16:16-18). 
The charges here recall texts such as Acts 16:20-21; 17:6-7; and 18:13. 


The scene also compares with 21:27-36, where Jews form the opposition. 
For Fitzmyer (1998: 656), the scene has three points: (1) Christianity now 
reacts against a pagan cult, as it critiqued aspects of the Jewish cult in Acts 
7; (2) having claimed the Creator God to be close to the Greeks in Acts 17, 


“the Way” does not insult other gods or their temple; and (3) there is an 
implication that Christianity has the right to exist. The second point is 
subtle. It is an attack on polytheism, but only out of a respect for the one 
true God. Any act against gods that are not the true God is not an insult (1 


Cor. 8:4-6 balanced by 10:19-21). On the last point, the stir Christians 
cause does not lead to their disturbing the peace but to others potentially 
doing so. Christianity is not the disturber of the peace that some claim it 
to be. Any persecution of it is unjust. 


19:25-27 Demetrius gathers together his fellow workmen and spells out 
his concerns. First, there is the issue of profit (épyaoiac, ergasias), since the 
cult business gives them their wealth. Second, there is the danger Paul 
poses because he teaches that gods made with hands are not gods and 


many are turning away. The verb here for “turning” is the not-so-common 
nediotnni (methistemi; Luke 16:4; Acts 13:22; 19:26; 1 Cor. 13:2; Col. 1:13, 


“turned us to the kingdom of his beloved Son”). The issue of gods made 
with hands (idols) not really being deities is a major subject of dispute (Isa. 
44:9-20; 46:1-7; Rom. 1:18-32; 1 Cor. 8:4-6; 10:20; Larkin 1995: 282; see Acts 
17:28-29 for similar views among some Gentiles). Paul's point would be 
not only that idols are empty of any power but also that the one true God 
must be worshiped. Paul has influenced many Greeks, for whom idolatry 
had been a way of life, to leave their idolatry behind. The impact on pagan 
religious commerce is significant enough for Demetrius to attempt to rally 
support from those who benefit from the commerce idolatry provides. 


The influence of Paul's preaching has extended far beyond Ephesus as 
well, a matter of even additional concern. 
The perspective here is clear. The turning away from idols is the 


concern in the two points above (1 Thess. 1:9-10). Third, and most 


ominous, are the potential results for Artemis herself, as described in 
three distinct ways: (1) The temple of Artemis may be “reckoned as 
nothing” (eig o0BEv Aoyıodfvaı, eis outhen logisthenai; Isa. 40:17 LXX; Wis. 
3:17; 9:6; note Paul's frequent use of AoyiZonat [logizomai] in Rom. 4). (2) 
The silversmiths’ trade could fall into “disrepute” (dmeAeypov, apelegmon, 
an NT hapax). The verb form of this word means “discredit,” so the noun 
points to a lowering of respect for the goddess.[5] (3) She might even be 
deposed, this one whom all Asia and the world worship. This fear shows 
that the threat is seen as powerful. Artemis’s greatness may well be 
destroyed. The verb kadaıpew (kathaireö) means “bring [something] 
down” or “destroy” (BAGD 386 $2b; BDAG 488 §2b; Deut. 28:52; 1 Kings 
19:14; Sir. 10:14; Luke 1:52; Acts 13:19). Artemis’s divine honor is at stake 
for the silversmith as he piles up the consequences of her fall (on the 
construction using Beá, thea, goddess, see BDF 844.2). 

So profit, turning from gods, and the fall of Artemis are all put forward 
as reasons for concern. The city’s chant for her appears in verses 28 and 
34 and affirms her greatness in their view. For Demetrius, the threat is 
economic, cultural, and religious (Roloff 1988: 291 speaks of a combination 
of religious, patriotic, and business interests). For Luke, the battle Paul 
wages is not a political one with Rome but with a worldview that takes 
people captive into empty idolatry. The battle is real, as Pliny the Younger 
(Ep. 10.96) in about AD 112 records how Rome”s strong suppression of 
Christianity in another part of the empire (Bithynia) led to the 
reoccupation of abandoned temples and to the revival of participation in 
festivals (Conzelmann 1987: 165). Both sides see the Way as part of a 
cultural and religious war about divinity. 


19:28-29 The city, full of anger and civic pride to defend its goddess, 
responds with praise to Artemis’s greatness. Such acclamations for gods 
are not uncommon (Xenophon of Ephesus, Eph. Tale 1.11.5, “our ancestral 
goddess, the great Artemis of the Ephesians”; Bel and the Dragon 18, 


“Great are you, Bel”; 41, “Great are you, Lord, God of Daniel”). The city also 
is full of confusion, the tumult of a civic disturbance (ovyxvoewc, 


synchyseös; anNT hapax; BAGD 775; BDAG 954; LXX: Gen. 11:9, as the name 
for Babel; 1 Sam. 14:20). 

There seems to be a procession from the guild hall to the theater. By the 
time they reach the theater, they have dragged along with them Paul’s 
two Macedonian traveling partners (ovvekönnoug, synekdemous), Gaius and 
Aristarchus. This Greek term is used only twice in the NT (Acts 19:29; 2 
Cor. 8:19). Scholars discuss whether this Gaius is the same as the one 
named in Acts 20:4, since there Gaius is said to be from Derbe, which is not 


in Macedonia (Witherington 1998: 594-95; Fitzmyer 1998: 659 views it as 
possible but not certain). Aristarchus is named in Acts 20:4 and 27:2 (also 
Col. 4:10; Philem. 24). 

The theater at Ephesus eventually came to have a capacity of twenty- 
four thousand people, and huge civic assemblies were held there three 
times a year (Bruce 1988a: 376; on such meetings, Josephus, J.W. 7.3.3 
8847-49 [in Antioch after Paul’s time]; Tacitus, Hist. 2.80). It underwent 
expansion from the time of Claudius to Trajan so that it could handle 
many thousands (Schneider 1982: 276n28). The theater is cut impressively 
into the western slope of Mount Pion (Panayir), facing west toward the 
harbor. Still beautifully preserved, it reaches a height today of 100 feet 
into the mountain and is the most impressive of the wonderful collection 
of remains at Ephesus (Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 1076-77). At this 
location all who want to know what is happening can see what is taking 
place, so the populace is referred to as 5 ov (demon) in verse 30. This 
term can refer to a town meeting, but the impression is that the situation 
is so chaotic that this is not such a meeting. It is more of an ad hoc 
gathering with little legal status, as the town clerk’s remarks at the end of 
the scene suggest. The scene is similar to the end of Acts 7 but is less 
violent, and here it is Gentiles who react against the new movement. 


19:30-31 Paul desires to go into the gathering (ŝñpov) and do something, 
but the disciples are not permitting (eïwv, eiðn) him to go to the theater. 
The verb is vivid, being rendered in the imperfect. The suggestion is they 
have to persuade Paul about this. Paul’s peripheral role speaks for the 
authenticity of the scene. Would Paul be absent from the central action if 
Luke had created the scene? 


The disciples are not alone in persuading Paul not to enter the fray. 
Asiarchs (Acıapx@v, Asiarchön) also advise him against it. The Asiarchs 
would likely be civic rulers or leading men of Ephesus from the upper 
class rather than merely cultic figures (Sherwin-White 1963: 90; Strabo, 
Geogr. 14.649-65; Johnson 1992: 349). They proposed motions to the civic 
council and distributed undertakings to them in line with needs for the 
city’s administration (Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 1079, who note that we 
possess some sixty inscriptions from Ephesus alone). Fitzmyer (1998: 660) 
rejects Haenchen’s (1987: 574n1) claim that their concern is highly 
improbable. They were elected for one-year terms, though some could 
keep the title thereafter. That Paul has such friends shows his influence 
and impact. That they would be urging (rmapexádovv, parekaloun) him to 
avoid the danger shows these leaders’ concern or at least that they are 
less easily upset than the larger crowds (Bruce 1990: 418). At the least, 
they recognize that if Paul dives in, then the situation could become even 
more chaotic. The remark fits the setting. The imperfect verb—they 


“were urging” (napekdAouv) him not to go—points to the ongoing nature 
of the appeal. This is the last we see of Paul in this scene. 


19:32-34 Confusion abounds as some cry out for one solution, others for 
another. Still others do not know what is going on. The crowd is called the 
“assembly” (1) €xkAnoia, he ekklesia), showing a common, everyday use of 
what is normally a term for “church” in the NT (see also v. 39 below, 
where it is used of the formal assembly). The term ovykeyvpévn 
(synkechymené, confusion) differs from verse 29 and can be rendered 
“chaos” given the differing views being shouted out. It refers to being 
“mixed up” or “confounded” (BAGD 775; BDAG 953). They do not know 
which way to go with all the views being expressed. The Greek verb also 
shows up in the discussion of Babel in Gen. 11:7, 9 (also 2 Macc. 10:30). 
The meaning of verse 33 because of the compressed expression about 
Alexander’s being put forward is not clear. However, the idea seems to be 
that some instruct Alexander about what is going on and he goes forward. 
Do Gentiles or Jews begin to involve Alexander? This is unclear from the 
sentence, and it could be either group. In all likelihood, because of the 
context, eventually some Jews put a man named Alexander forward to 


give a defense (anoAoyeiohdcı, apologeisthai) to the assembly (ño, demo) 


once it becomes clear what is causing the chaos (Larkin 1995: 284-851; 
NIV; the Western text modifies the verse in this direction by speaking of 


Alexander’s being “pulled down,” which suggests that he had mounted a 
platform to speak). The crowd has no desire, however, to hear his views 


and for two hours shouts him down with fresh cries of Artemis’s greatness 
(cf. v. 28), since he would not support the goddess. The confusion is 
evident: the crowd sees the Jews as associated with the problem even 


though Alexander’s defense likely makes a distinction between members 
of this new movement and Jews (Pesch 1986b: 181). Le Cornu and Shulam 
(2003: 1081) have another take on the scene, arguing that Alexander wants 
to quell the reaction against Paul, fearing that it will spill over into a 
blaming of all Jews. Either option is possible. In fact, this second view is 
even likely, given that Jews also would have found Artemis worship 


objectionable. Paul’s presence seems to have disturbed an uneasy civil 
tolerance between Jews and Greeks and their religious views. Roloff (1988: 
293) suggests that Alexander might be an elder of the Jewish community. 


As was the case earlier (18:14-15), the Gentiles have trouble separating the 
new movement from Judaism. Only the intervention of a town clerk will 
bring calm. 


19:35-37 A town clerk (6 ypapipatete, ho grammateus) arises to address the 
crowd and comments on the circumstances in an effort to quell or pacify 


(kataoteikag, katasteilas) a situation that is getting out of hand. Verses 35- 
36 have the only two instances of this Greek term in the NT (Rengstorf, 
TDNT 7:595). The town clerk is a keeper of records, registrar, and 


accountant for temple funds (Sherwin-White 1963: 86-87; Apollonius of 
Tyana, Letters 32). He is the highest civic official in the city, operating 


much like a powerful city manager, and serves as the city’s liaison to 
Roman authorities (Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 1083). Elected locally, this 
town clerk would be aware that the temple has been radically impacted by 
what is happening in the city. His voice would count for a great deal on 
this matter, especially given that he represents the city that is seen as the 
keeper of the temple. 


His speech comes in a typical rhetorical form with a review (v. 35), the 


proposition (v. 36), the arguments (vv. 37-39), and the appeal (v. 40; 
Witherington 1998: 598). He addresses the city as one who shares its 


temple interests, as his affirmation of Ephesus as the “temple keeper” 
(vewkópoc, neökoros) of Artemis shows.[6] His view is that everyone knows 
about Artemis, her power and the key Ephesian relationship to her, so why 
overreact? He alludes to the legend of the sacred stone falling from the 


sky as proof beyond contradiction. The phrase translated “the sacred 


stone that fell from the sky” literally means simply “that which fell” from 
Zeus (tod S1orretodc, tou diopetous) and alludes to a divine sign that 
apparently involved a meteorite. The claim of such a miraculous event 
would explain why Artemis was so revered in Ephesus. A similar story 


appears in Euripides, Iphigenia at Tauris 87-88, 1384-85, where the story is 


tied to Artemis in Taurus (BAGD 199; BDAG 250-51; Weiser 1985: 554; but 
we have no example of such a story associated with Ephesus beyond this 
remark). 

In an argument that might parallel how Christians argued for the 
resurrection, the clerk believes that what the Ephesians believe happened 


shows Artemis’s power and is indication enough of her honor. For him, 
she is not merely a lifeless idol. He goes on to note that no physical act has 
been done against the goddess by these men and that they have not 
blasphemed her. There was no explicit sacrilege or blasphemy to justify 
any action. (Jews were prohibited from striking against temples, robbing 


shrines, or blaspheming other gods.[7]) In effect, he says, “Why get so 


worked up?” 
The argument is the kind of levelheaded statement that we hear from 


Gamaliel in Acts 5:33-39, If Artemis is really a goddess, then we do not 
need to worry about her demise. Of course, the key issue is whether the 


“if” premise is correct. If goddesses and idols are really powerless, then his 
argument fails. For those who embrace Artemis, however, the argument 
on the surface would be persuasive. The clerk is progressing toward the 
argument that civil law must be followed and order kept. At this point, 
ironically, if a law is being broken, it is the Ephesians who risk committing 
a crime. 


19:38-40 The clerk completes his argument by observing that if a legal 
complaint exists, the courts are open and proconsuls can hear the case. 
The plural reference to proconsuls is generic, since there was only one 
proconsul at a time: there are people such as proconsuls to appeal to for 
justice. These matters should be settled legally there. Here the term Aöyoc 
(logos) is used in its technical legal sense of a legal complaint against 
someone, a lawsuit. Ephesus was a capital for such courts (ayopaio1, 
agoraioi) or assize districts (Hemer 1989: 123; on the term “courts,” see 
Josephus, Ant. 14.10.21 §245; Pliny the Elder, Nat. 5.105-26). The term 
ayopoño1 primarily means “market days” but in a legal context was used of 
legal business (Bruce 1990: 421). The clerk then notes that if they wish to 
go beyond a personal case, then there is the assembly (éxxAnoia, ekklesia), 
which met as often as three times a month by the fourth century, in the 
time of John Chrysostom (Hom. Acts 42.2; Sherwin-White 1963: 87; see vv. 
32-34 above for “assembly”). So two legal options exist. 

The clerk’s request to bring a formal charge at the open courts and not 
riot is heeded (vv. 40-41). The danger is that the city may be charged with 
rioting and for no legal cause. The phrase &ykadelodaı otdoEwc 
(enkaleisthai staseös) contains a genitive after an infinitive of accusation 
(BDF §178, so “to be accused of a riot”). The term “we are risking” 
(kivóvvevopev, kindyneuomen) is used here in contrast to v. 27, where the 
silversmiths’ income and the honor of Artemis are at risk. The risk is that 
the crowd will be the danger, not Paul. The clerk includes himself in the 
group. He fears that the rabble will be arrested by the Romans for causing 
a disturbance (otávewc, staseös) without any direct evidence that Paul and 
the others have acted directly or physically against the goddess in sucha 
way that they could be charged with a crime (v. 37; Polhill 1992: 413; 
Stoops 1989; Johnson 1992: 350; on this term, see Luke 23:19, 25). Johnson 
notes that both terms used for the riot can have the nuance of sedition (on 
OVOTPOQN, systrophé, with this meaning, see 1 Macc. 14:44; Josephus, J.W. 
4.10.4 §601). The implication is that Romans might be forced to step in 
and limit Ephesus’s privileges as a free city (Fitzmyer 1998: 662). So the 
clerk warns of dire consequences for civic freedom, appeals for calm, and 
is successful. The scene’s irony is that the lawbreakers may well be those 
who persecute the new movement. 


19:41 The clerk completes his remarks and dismisses the crowd. A riot is 
avoided. The scene depicts a levelheaded ruler who senses that Christians 
are not breaking any laws. This kind of assessment by neutral yet 
interested authorities is common in Acts. Fitzmyer (1998: 662) notes that 


the tumult is “ingloriously ineffective” and Christianity is “seen to 


triumph” in the scene. At the least, it is justified as not being the cause of 
a disturbance of law and order. 


The Christians” sense of triumph has been short-lived, as the 
established Ephesian culture has moved to stop their progress (Gaventa 


2003: 274-75). Luke relates both the initial success and the reaction of the 
opposition. He is a realist and knows that some will not take well to 
growth of the gospel. 

In sum, this is the major unit in Acts showing how the transformation 
of a community affects the culture at large, making it so nervous that it 
reacts to stop the progress. Luke does not speak of a campaign against 
others but of the presence of effective internal reform. What affects the 
commerce of idolatry in Ephesus is apparently not a program to stamp out 
magic but the change of lifestyle among the believers, which entails 
separating themselves from such practices. The prospect that others 
would be so influenced is what causes the Ephesian community to react in 
fear and hostility. 

The second lesson of the unit is that those who do not wish to be 
transformed will often react with hostility to the evidence of a lifestyle 
that challenges their own. Once again, however, the believers are not on a 
campaign against others. They allow the difference in lifestyle to speak for 


itself, and they trust in God's protection in the midst of the testimony. 
This protection comes in part from outsiders who also have a sense of 
justice and fairness. When those who desire fairness speak up, the church 
is protected. 

A look back at the incident involving John the Baptist’s disciples proves 
to be a review of the key elements of the Christian faith. They include 
baptism, repentance, faith in Jesus, and the gift of the Spirit. Turning, 


trust, and an acceptance of God's provision for ministry and righteousness 
are at the core of the gospel (Stott 1990: 305). 

What created the environment for such effective ministry? It was Paul's 
example. He sought a ministry that engaged the community at large. He 


engaged in homes, in public places, and in contexts where the city asa 
whole might hear about it, always in the form of persuasive discussion, 
not imposition. He argued his case, even going into contexts that allowed 
for debate and expressions of contrary opinion, as when he went to the 
synagogue or to Mars Hill. He often stayed long enough to have an impact. 


Stott (1990: 311-14) contrasts this to (1) the often isolationist form of our 
evangelism, where we bring people to church rather than take the 
initiative to engage in their context; (2) the emotional emphasis of our 
appeals in contrast to the attempt to gain a real appreciation for the 
gospel; and (3) the pursuit of quick encounters and decisions instead of 
taking the time to relate to someone so that personal follow-up is 
possible. In the end effective evangelism is rarely done in the context of a 
guerilla-like encounter but usually requires a sustained effort over time. 


Additional Notes 


19:1. The MSS D and P38Vid lack the reference to Apollos going to Corinth. Instead they have a 
sentence about the Spirit directing Paul to Asia instead of to Jerusalem. This would have left 
Paul’s vow uncompleted and is out of character for Luke’s description of Paul as always seeking 
the Lord’s direction (Metzger 1971: 468-69). 


19:2. The MSS D and P°& * change the difficult reference to not knowing that there is a Spirit into 
a reference to not knowing that the Spirit has been received. If this were the original reading, it 
would be hard to explain the existence of the other, which is the more difficult reading. 
Interestingly, it does explain the likely meaning of the original. 


19:8. The Western tradition adds a reference to speaking “with great power” alongside Paul’s 
boldness. 


19:14. Again the Western text (D and for the most part, P38) expands the discussion. It explains 
that the sons of Sceva are accustomed to exorcising such people; they began invoking the name 
and commanding the demon by Jesus to come out. 


19:15. The use of pév (men) is probably to be omitted, given that P38vid, 74 x*, A, D, 33, 1739, and 
Byz lack it. So there is no “on the one hand ... on the other hand” contrast here. 


19:16. The reference to the demon leaping on them “both” (4pu@otépwv, amphoterön) has led to a 
revision in verse 14 of the number seven to two in one MS (Codex Gigas) and to the omission of 


the number of exorcists in others (D, Itala). But the term can mean “all,” which is its force here 
(MM 28; Bruce 1990: 411). 


19:20. Codex D and some Syriac MSS read here, “The faith of God grew and multiplied.” 


19:40. There is a double issue in the verse regarding syntax. To what does ob (hou) refer? And how 
does ov (ou) fit? The force of the relative pronoun is not at all clear and has led to suggestions of 
emendations. The possibility of dittography here must also be considered, given the similarity of 
the two words. It appears that the best way to answer the first question is to understand aitiov 
(aitiou, cause) as the antecedent of the relative pronoun (00), so that the force is, “If we do not 
disperse quietly, we shall not have grounds by which we can justify this commotion.” The answer 
to the second question is clear enough in this reading. The ob negates ŝvvnoópeða (dynésometha, 
we will be able). They will not be able to justify the commotion legally. The city will be exposed to 
having acted unjustly and thus dishonorably (Barrett 1998: 939-40). 


3. From Macedonia and Greece Back to Miletus 
(20:1-16) 


Paul now leaves the tense situation in Ephesus and travels through 
various locations to strengthen the churches. Greece and Macedonia 
are visited after a plot is uncovered against Paul as he seeks to go to 
Syria. He reaches Troas with several co-laborers (vv. 1-6). In Troas 
Paul speaks past midnight, causing a listener, Eutychus, to fall from a 
high window. That fall appears to lead to a tragic death. Paul, 
however, raises him from the dead (vv. 7-12). From there Paul sails 
back toward the Ephesian region but avoids the city, stopping in 
Miletus briefly as he seeks to reach Jerusalem by Pentecost (vv. 13- 
16). 

This travel summary indicates the concern to keep Paul effective 
and out of harm’s way. The summary is rooted in Pauline sources 
(Schneider 1982: 279; Fitzmyer 1998: 664, 671), if not in the itinerary 
notes (Witherington 1998: 600). These notes show up here and there 
in Acts, given the reappearance of the “we” sections in 20:5-15, last 
seen in 16:17. There is some debate as to whether this is the same 
“we” material as in Acts 16 (Conzelmann 1987: 167), but this is hard 
to establish (Roloff 1988: 294-95; Barrett 1998: 944-45 is for it, noting 
that 16:17 ends in Philippi). The narrative about Eutychus in Troas is 
a miracle account (Fitzmyer 1998: 668). Pesch (1986b: 193) sees the 
concrete details as supporting its historicity. The scene serves to 


show Paul’s power as he prepares to enter into his suffering. 


Exegesis and Exposition 


lAfter the uproar ceased, Paul, sending for the disciples and exhorting them, took leave of them 
to go to Macedonia. 2And going through these parts and having encouraged them with many 
words, he came to Greece, 3spending three months. And when a plot was made against him by 
the Jews "as he was about to set sail for Syria”, he determined to return through Macedonia. 
4Sopater of Beroea, "the son of Pyrrhus”, accompanied him; and of the Thessalonians, 
Aristarchus and Secundus; and Gaius of Derbe, and Timothy; and the Asians, Tychicus and 
Trophimus. 5These, going ahead, were waiting for us at Troas, but we sailed away from Philippi 
after the days of Unleavened Bread, and in five days we came to them at Troas, where we stayed 
for seven days. 

TOn the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break bread, Paul talked with 
them, intending to depart on the morrow; and he prolonged the speech until midnight. 8There 
were many lights in the upper chamber where we were gathered. 9And a certain young man 
named Eutychus was sitting in the window. Sinking into a deep sleep as Paul was talking still 
longer, and being overcome by sleep, he fell down from the third story and was taken up dead. 
10But going down, Paul bent over him and, embracing him, said, “Do not be alarmed, for his soul 
is in him.” 11And going up and breaking bread and eating and conversing with them a long while, 
until daybreak, he departed. 12” And they took the lad away alive” and were very comforted. 

13But going ahead to the ship, we set sail for "Assos”, intending to take Paul aboard there; for 
so he had arranged, intending himself to go by land. 14And when he met us at "Assos", taking him 
on board, we came to Mitylene. 15And sailing from there, we came the following day opposite 
Chios; the next day we touched at Samos; " * and the day after that we came to Miletus. 16For 
Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus so that he might not have to spend time in Asia; for he was 
hastening, if possible, to be at Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost. 


20:1-3 Paul leaves Ephesus after the uproar has ceased and travels, as he 
has planned, through Macedonia, stopping in Greece, which here probably 
refers to Achaia and the Aegean coast (Bruce 1990: 423; on Achaia, see Acts 


18:27-28).[1] He stays for the three months of winter to encourage 


(mapakadéw, parakaleö) the saints (either AD 55-56 or 56-57); this would 
entail a return to Corinth. This verb is used in both verse 1 and verse 2 for 


Paul's activity with the Ephesian and Greek saints (also in 11:23; 14:22; 


15:32; 16:40). The uproar is not the reason for Paul's departure, since he 
has already planned the trip through Macedonia (19:21), meaning Philippi, 


Thessalonica, and Beroea (16:12-17:10). 
Second Corinthians 1-9 tell us that Titus earlier made a journey to 


Greece and Corinth, probably with the no-longer-extant “epistle of tears,” 
to confront the church in Corinth (2 Cor. 2:4). Paul hoped to meet Titus at 


Troas. Titus’s delay appears to cause Paul to move on, and he finally meets 
Titus in Macedonia (2 Cor. 2:12-13). Titus has news about Corinth (2 Cor. 


2:5-11; 7:5-13). Paul continues to gather the collection for Jerusalem as he 


travels (Rom. 15:25-26; 2 Cor. 8:16-24), something Luke does not mention 
here but does so in 24:17. It is not clear why Luke does not mention the 
collection here, and all answers to this question are arguments from 
silence (correctly, Polhill 1992: 417). What Luke is indicating is that Paul 
has his own journey of divine destiny to Jerusalem and then to Rome, as 


Jesus had in Luke 9-19, when he went to Jerusalem. 

Paul also probably ministers to Illyricum during this time (Rom. 15:19; 
Marshall 1980: 323). Luke never mentions Titus in Acts. It is not clear why, 
but it may simply be that he did not encounter his work for Paul or know 
about it (Witherington 1998: 601). Another suggestion is that he joins the 
group by another route. 

There arises a Jewish plot against Paul as he seeks to go to Syria. The 
plot leads him to return through Macedonia rather than by sea. The word 


erußovArig (epiboules, plot) highlights another form of “persecution,” a 
plan to do harm to someone (BAGD 290; BDAG 368; 2 Macc. 5:7; 3 Macc. 1:2, 


6; Acts 9:24; 20:19; 23:30; Johnson 1992: 355). The term's use in the NT is 
limited to Acts (9:24 [the first plot against Paul]; 20:19 [the plots of the 


Jews]; 23:30 [Paul's nephew reports a plot]). As verse 4 indicates by the 
names, most of those accompanying Paul would be Hellenistic believers. 
Second Corinthians (from Macedonia) and Romans (from Greece) may 


have been written at this time (Rom. 16:1, 21-23), and the total time 
covered by this traveling could have been as long as a year and a half to 
two years (Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 1093). 


20:4-6 Paul lists seven coworkers traveling with him. As noted above, they 
are mostly of Greek origin. These saints represent his success from a wide- 
ranging mission. Macedonia, Asia, and Galatia are mentioned. Sopater may 
well be a shortened from of Sosipater of Rom. 16:21. Aristarchus is noted 
in Acts 19:29 (see also 27:2). Timothy was last mentioned in 19:22 (see 
16:1-3). Tychicus is noted in several NT passages (Eph. 6:21-22; Col. 4:7-8; 
2 Tim. 4:12; Titus 3:12). Trophimus is in Acts 21:29 (also 2 Tim. 4:20). The 
absence of anyone from Corinth and Philippi is surprising, but Pesch 
(1986b: 186) suggests that they reach there by a different route with Titus. 
Marshall (1980: 324) sees Paul as representing Corinth, and Luke as 


representing Philippi. Bruce (1988a: 382-83) notes the option of Luke 
representing Corinth if the unnamed Titus does not. Williams (1990: 346) 
sees Luke tied to Philippi, and Titus to Corinth. In sum, it is not clear how 
Corinth and Philippi are represented, but that they are represented seems 
evident. There is a Gaius mentioned in 19:29, but he is from Macedonia, 
which again could simply be a note that they are from the general region 
of Greece. This has led to a variety of suggestions and textual variants 
here, since this text has Gaius from Derbe. One suggestion is to accept a 
variant reading at 19:29 (Maxedova, Makedona [sg.] instead of Maxedovac, 
Makedonas [pl.]) so that only Aristarchus is said to be from Macedonia. An 
alternative approach is to accept a variant reading for Derbe at 20:4 
(Aoßrjpıog, Dobérios [also spelled AouB(é)pioc, Doub(e)rios] instead of 
AepBañoc, Derbaios), a reading found in Codex D, which makes Gaius hail 
from a town in Macedonia. This latter option is not well attested, and the 
former one is awkward as well as being poorly attested. So neither of 
these suggestions is likely. Another suggestion is to see the Gaius in 20:4 as 


different from the person in 19:29 (Metzger 1971: 475-76). Roloff (1988: 
296) notes that the frequency of the name Gaius makes an alternate 
person quite possible here. So the list has one from Beroea, two from 
Thessalonica, two from Lycaonia, and two from Asia, showing the scope of 


Paul's work. 
These men likely represent the churches giving to the collection (1 Cor. 


16:3-4). This collection is for the church in Jerusalem and not for general 
temple funds or for the Jewish poor as Le Cornu and Shulam (2003: 1095) 
suggest. It was the spiritual support of the church that made it 
appropriate for the Gentile church to return needed material support 
(Rom, 15:27). Some of them go ahead to Troas, probably by sea, while Paul 
and some of the others join them there, sailing from Philippi after Paul 
arrives in that city by land, taking five days for the trip (the trip earlier 
took two days [see Acts 16:11] but winds are responsible for the 
difference). 

Who of the seven men travel with Paul to Troas is not entirely clear. The 
last two probably go ahead by ship (Lake and Cadbury 1933: 253; Schneider 
1982: 282; Barrett 1998: 947 sees only one unnamed from the seven 
traveling with Paul). 


Here the “we” section resumes. They are in Troas for a week. This site is 
located along the rugged eastern Aegean coast about 150 miles north and 


slightly west of Ephesus. The writer of the “we” source, probably Luke 
(Fitzmyer 1998: 665), apparently joins Paul in Philippi and goes on to 
Troas. There Paul observes the Feast of Unleavened Bread as he continues 
to keep Jewish feasts. The season here is the spring, and there are seven 
weeks remaining until the arrival in Jerusalem in 21:17 (note also 20:16, 
which places the arrival by Pentecost). The following incident involving 
Eutychus takes place in Troas. 


20:7-8 At Troas, Paul speaks on the first day of the week at a special 
meeting to break bread, the first mention of such a gathering on a Sunday 
(1 Cor. 16:2; Rev. 1:10; Did. 14; Gospel of Peter 35; 50). Llewelyn (2001) 
discusses the reference to Sunday in the NT texts and argues that they 
show the early importance of this day for Christians. Mark 16:2 and Matt. 
28:1 indicate that this first day of the week was the day of the 
resurrection. The meeting includes a community meal (Acts 2:42, 46; 1 Cor, 
10:16; 11:24). Since he is leaving the next day, Paul spends much time 
addressing the Christians. With an extended sermonic exhortation, he 


speaks until midnight (see Acts 20:17-35 for a farewell speech in its brief 
form). 

Polhill (1992: 418) discusses whether this is a Saturday evening, 
reckoning in a Jewish manner the new day from sunset to sunset, or a 
Sunday evening, reckoning in a Roman manner the new day from sunrise 
to sunrise. A Roman reckoning seems likely here, though not certain.[2] 
Marshall (1980: 326) notes a Roman reckoning of days in Acts 3:1 (also 
2:15). Luke appears to refer to days by Roman reckoning but uses the 


Jewish religious calendar—a foot in both camps (Witherington 1998: 606). 

There are many lights, probably torches, in the upper chamber so that 
Paul can continue to speak. They may well have helped to contribute to 
what is about to happen, by affecting the air quality (Fitzmyer 1998: 669) 
and/or creating a hypnotic atmosphere (Larkin 1995: 290), but the text 
says nothing about this. 


20:9-10 A young man, Eutychus, falls asleep in the window and then 
plunges three stories as Paul continues to speak. The size of the building 


could suggest a well-to-do host (noted by Witherington 1998: 607) or a 
tenement building (insula) for the poor (Williams 1990: 348; Martial, 
Epigrams 1.117.7). The exact setting is unclear. 

The shift from the present participle “falling asleep” (kataqpepópevoc, 
katapheromenos) to the aorist “was overcome” (kateveyBeig, katenechtheis) 
because of sleep vividly shows the movement to the apparent tragedy. The 
phrase “because of sleep” (G0 tod Úrtvov, apo tou hypnou) is causal, 
explaining the reason for the accident (on this use of arto, see Moulton 
and Turner 1963: 258). As a lad or young man (nai, pais, v. 12), he would 
likely be between eight and fourteen years old (Philo, Creation 36 §105). 
Witherington (1998: 607) notes that the term maic can mean “slave” and 
thus refer to a man, but there is nothing in the context to relate the slave 
to anyone, so “lad” is a more natural rendering. The fall seems to have 
killed him, since he is taken up dead. But Paul goes over to him, bends 
down, and announces that they should not be troubled, for life (ñ wuyn, he 
psyche) is in him. Mn Bopußeio®e (me thorybeisthe) does not mean “stop 
being troubled” merely because it is a present imperative. The exact 
meaning must be determined from the context (Culy and Parsons 2003: 
387). 


Here is another case where the term “soul” refers to the person as a 
whole and his being alive. The point is not that life is still in him as if 
nothing significant has taken place as a result of the fall (Conzelmann 


1987: 169, “a real raising of the dead is meant”). This resuscitation from 
death recalls deeds by Jesus (Luke 7:11-15 [widow of Nain’s son]; 8:49-56 
[Jairus”s daughter]; John 11:38-44 [Lazarus]), Elijah and Elisha (1 Kings 
17:19-22; 2 Kings 4:34-35), and Peter (Acts 9:36-41 [Dorcas]). The parallel 
with Elijah and Elisha is strong, with Paul bending over the boy’s body. It 
is clear in verse 9 that a miracle is intended, as the remark that the boy is 
“taken up dead” shows. The boy’s name means “lucky one” (Fitzmyer 
1998: 668). This is the final miracle that Acts notes about Paul in his 
missionary endeavors. The power of God over life is reaffirmed. 


20:11-12 Afterward Paul breaks bread with them and visits until daybreak 
and his departure. Meanwhile the boy is taken away alive to the comfort 


of all. Luke again uses litotes, saying that they are “not a little comforted” 
(mapekAnBnoav od nerpiwc, pareklethesan ou metriös). Paul spends every 
last minute he can with them. 


20:13-15 Paul's coworkers, including the writer of the “we” source, head 
for Assos by boat. Paul goes by land to meet them there. This is no easy 
trek, since the land here is quite rugged and mountainous. No reason is 
given for his choosing a route by land, but previously such separation and 
Pauline travel by land were for safety reasons (20:3). Witherington (1998: 
608) and Polhill (1992: 420) suggest that this plan allows him a little more 
time to stay in Troas in order to see how the boy is doing and to address 
the believers. A boat ride is long and potentially dangerous, given its route 
around Cape Lectum (see Bruce 1990: 427 on the ship route). We do not 
know, however, why the different route is taken. 

Assos was a port city, about twenty miles southwest of Troas (Schnabel 
2004: 1260). It stood on a seven-hundred-foot-high volcanic hill and faced 
south toward the island of Lesbos. Assos today is a beautiful little coastal 
town tucked on the edge of a rapidly rising coastline off the Aegean. 
Lesbos can be seen from its shore on a clear day, and the site is full of 
wonderful vistas. From Assos, Paul and his coworkers sail to Mitylene, the 
main city of Lesbos, a distance of about forty-four miles, then the next day 
to the island of Chios, which is opposite Smyrna. One more day, they sail 
briefly to the island of Samos. Finally, after a third day, they go to Miletus. 
Samos is thirty miles south of Ephesus, and the trip from Chios to Samos 
would pass by Ephesus. These short one-day trips from port to port are 
typical of ancient sea trips. They proceed carefully because of the 
combination of winds and rocky coasts tricky to navigate. Chios was the 
birthplace of Homer, and Samos was the birthplace of Pythagoras 
(Witherington 1998: 609; on Samos, Assos, and Mitylene, see Schnabel 


2004: 1260-61; on Chios, see Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 1117). 


20:16 Paul is trying to get to Jerusalem by Pentecost, if possible (ei 
Suvatov ein, ei dynaton eié; expressed with a conditional optative; Wallace 
1996: 484; see 20:6). He is now less than five weeks away from that holiday, 
and so he does not wish to stop in Ephesus and risk being delayed, 
probably because of visits and/or security reasons. The pluperfect verb 
(xekpixe1, kekrikei) points to a resolved decision to avoid Ephesus. The 


distance from Miletus to Jerusalem is about 610 miles. Miletus is 30 miles 
south of Ephesus, and so a stay in Miletus to say farewell to the Ephesian 
elders will take a couple of days. This apparently is better for Paul than 
going to Ephesus and then having to return and board a ship in Miletus to 
continue the trip.[3] 

In sum, this unit gives us a sense of Paul the pastor. Here he seeks to 
instruct his people as he departs. One of the highest priorities for Paul in 
ministry is that his people will be equipped theologically and spiritually to 
persevere after he is gone. In a sense this is the Pauline legacy, to ensure 
that he leaves behind not a monument to himself, but Christians who are a 
monument to God in their faithfulness. It is also clear that part of what 
makes this ministry possible is the commitment of time that people give 
to hearing the word. Paul can spend a long evening with people on this 
special occasion. No one seems to be watching the clock, as it were. They 
are eager to hear what is being taught, all except a boy who grows weary 


and yet experiences God's grace in an unusual way. 

We also see Paul as one who is committed to team ministry. He 
understands that team ministry builds experience for the future and 
allows those ministering to share the burden and accomplish far more as a 
group than one individual can. 


Additional Notes 


20:3. Codex D and some Syriac MSS add an explicit reference to the direction of the Spirit and 
suggest that the wish to go to Syria is motivated by this plot, ignoring 19:21. 


20:4. Pyrrhus is omitted in some MSS (Byz, Syriac), but it is hard to explain its presence in so much 
of the textual tradition if it originally had been absent. Its omission is probably a copyist's error. 


20:12. Codex D makes a smoother transition and reads, “As they were bidding farewell, he 
brought the boy alive.” 


20:13-14. The reading of the island Thassos as the locale in several MSS (among them P*!, L, P, 
614 in v. 13 and P and 614 in v. 14) is regarded as too difficult given its location east of Amphipolis 
(Metzger 1971: 478). 


20:15. The MSS D and Byz add one more stop in Trogyllium, a promontory south of Samos 
(Johnson 1992: 356; Metzger 1971: 478). Such a visit was customary and may explain why it was 


added. But the text without this stop has better attestation. 


4. The Farewell Speech to the Ephesian Elders at 
Miletus (20:17-38) 


This scene records Paul’s only speech made exclusively to Christians 
and his third major public speech (Antioch: 13:16-41 [to Jews]; 


Athens: 17:22-31 [to Gentiles]). It also is the speech that is most 
conceptually similar to his letters, which is not surprising, since this 
audience is most like the audience for his letters. Gaventa (2003: 281) 
correctly notes that with this event attention turns to the impending 
separation of Paul from the churches and his approaching suffering 
for his faith. In his journey to Jerusalem and Rome, Paul mirrors 


Jesus’s journey to Jerusalem and the way he prepared the disciples 


for his absence in Luke 9-19. Paul likewise is preparing the churches 
for his absence. What he says to the community of Ephesus could be 
said to any ofthe communities to which he has a ministry. Indeed, 
this is how the passage functions in Acts. It tells churches how to 
carry on now that they will minister without figures such as Paul 
present. Paul is concerned with more than evangelism. He seeks 
healthy churches. 

Commentators have different views about the roots of the speech. 


Witherington (1998: 610-16) includes a chart that shows numerous 
parallels to the undisputed Pauline Epistles and argues that this is 


neither a “last will and testament” farewell speech (as Fitzmyer 1998: 
674 suggests) nor an example of epideictic (or merely emotional) 
rhetoric. He sees it as a deliberative speech, which makes it an 
exhortation in the fullest sense. Witherington also defends the 
authenticity ofthe speech as rooted in a Pauline address, even if Luke 


summarizes it. Marshall (1980: 329-30) also defends its essential 
authenticity. 


Weiser (1985: 571-72) sees it as a Lukan creation, appealing to both 
its style and its thought, but influenced by pieces of tradition 


associated with Paul. We shall review the parallels between Paul's 
ideas and the speech in defense of its authenticity. Against Weiser, 


Luke is aware of the speech's content and setting. The content 
reflects Pauline concerns and ideas. There is no reason to create a 


Miletus scene to deliver such content if this had been Luke’s only 
goal. The speech is too scene specific and echoes Pauline concerns 
too well to doubt its core authenticity. 

Fitzmyer contends that it is a departure farewell speech that 
covers past service, in addition to being an exhortation. As a farewell, 


the speech notes that the hearers may not see him again (Gen. 49:1- 


27; Josh. 23-24; 1 Sam. 12; Jub. 20.1-10; also Pesch 1986b: 199). 

Roloff (1988: 301) sees a Lukan hand because of traces of a later 
situation in terms of church order, but this assumes that we can be 
sure of the history of such structures and ideas when we have only 
limited texts for this very early period. It also questions the use of 
such categories in the texts we do have. 

Jervell (1998: 515-16) sees a speech composed by Luke that might 
contain recollections of the type of things Paul said in it, although if 
and what Paul said at Miletus has been lost, He thinks the speech 
betrays too much knowledge of the entire career of Paul, even 
presupposing his death. Paul, however, has been left on the edge of 
death so often in persecution that it is likely that he thought he could 
die for his faith. Philippians 1:19-26 says as much, as he considers the 
prospect of his dying. 

Johnson (1992: 367) calls the speech “in character” and different 
from Peter or Stephen speaking, which seems to suggest that, despite 
Lukan stylizing, there is a discernibly different character to the 
speeches. This is the character of Paul, as the contacts to his thought, 
noted in the exegesis, show. 

In sum, Fitzmyer’s case for a farewell genre seems to have merit 
despite Witherington’s objections, even though this is a decisive 
departure, not a death. Fitzmyer also recognizes the speech’s 


hortatory character. So the speech is deliberative and at the same 
time expresses a farewell. 


Trebilco (2004: 172-95) defends the traditional character of the 
speech against the idea that it is invented, and notes numerous 


points of contact with what we know of Paul (Paul's tears and trials in 
Ephesus, house-to-house teaching, working with his hands, elders 
appointed, Jew and Gentile ministry, the threat of wolves, three 
years). In making these points, however, he notes that none of them 
can be tied specifically to Ephesus, but they all fit well with that 
setting. Trebilco (2004: 182) points out how the basis for challenging 
the speech has problems. This skepticism was rooted in Walter 
Bauer’s suggestion that Gnosticism had already made an impact in 
Ephesus and that, as Haenchen (1963: 596) puts it, western Asia Minor 
was “largely lost to the Gnostic heresy.” Historians have now set 
aside this view, however, as erroneous (T. Robinson 1988: 204). 
Trebilco concludes (2004: 195), “We can put a strong case that Luke 
was either dependent on Ephesian tradition, or has applied general 
Pauline tradition to the Ephesian Christian community appropriately 
and with good reason.” 

The speech can also be viewed from another angle. It is not related 
primarily to Paul but to God's plan for the church and its sense of 
community. Gaventa (2004) has shown how the speech turns the 
church’s focus toward God. Christians are to rely on God for their 
future well-being. The nature of God's plan, the provision of the 
Spirit, and the presence of Jesus all lead the church in this direction. 
No matter how difficult things get, they can rely on God. In a sense, 
Paul edifies the church when he points them in this direction. 

The speech has a clear structure. The setting appears in verses 17- 
18a. Paul reviews his faithfulness in ministry at the beginning (vv. 
18b-21). Next, he reveals his plans and the likelihood that they will 
not see him again (vv. 22-25). He then declares his innocence of any 
guilt, having carried out his responsibilities faithfully (vv. 26-27). The 
exhortation proper begins in verse 28. The elders are to take care of 
the flock because of the dangers that lurk from fierce wolves 
emerging from within the community (vv. 28-30). Therefore they 


must be alert (v. 31). He next commends them to God’s grace and 
again declares his faithful service in not having taken advantage of 
them and in following the Lord’s teaching to give and not receive (vv. 
32-35). The scene concludes with prayer and tears as he boards the 
ship to depart (vv. 36-38). Thus verses 18b-27 look at Paul’s role, and 
verses 28-35 address the Ephesians’ situation. 

Some scholars speak of how difficult the speech is to outline, given 
its many repetitions (Barrett 1998: 963), but this is an indication of 
the emotion behind what was surely a difficult speech for Paul 
because of his pending departure. Here we see a pastoral Paul passing 
the torch to the leaders of acommunity he has nurtured. In a sense, 
the speech has the same function for readers of Acts, who should 
look for communities that are diligent about faithfulness and truth. 
In the Pauline Letters, 1 Tim. 4:1-16 and 2 Tim. 3:1-4:8 have the same 
character (Polhill 1992: 423; Barrett 1998: 965, but with a less-than- 
likely suggestion that the Acts material is as late as the Pastorals; 
refuted by Trebilco 2004: 174-75). It is not “an enigma” that Paul 
would speak of himself in such terms (but so Haenchen 1987: 588; 1 
Cor. 11:1). Paul also often calls for people to remember (Phil. 1:5; 4:15; 
Col. 1:6; 1 Thess. 2:1-2; 5:10-12; Williams 1990: 352). This is not a 
response to enemies but a reminder of how he has prepared them to 
take charge once he has to leave them because of circumstances they 
all understand. Perhaps Schneider’s suggestion that this is a 
“pastoral testament” or a “testament for the church” is the best way 
to characterize the speech (Schneider 1982: 293; Johnson 1992: 362; 
farewell, last-testament speeches: Gen. 48:21; T. Reu. 1.4-5; T. Dan 2.1; 
T. Naph. 1.3; T. Job 1.4). 


Exegesis and Exposition 


17From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus and called to him the elders of the church. 18And when 
they came to him, he said to them: “You yourselves know from the first day that | set foot in Asia 
how I lived among you all the time, 19serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with 


trials that befell me through the plots of the Jews; 20how | did not shrink from declaring to you 
anything that was profitable and teaching you in public and from house to house, ?1testifying 
both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance to God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 22And now, 
look, I am going to Jerusalem, bound in the Spirit, not knowing what shall meet me there, 
23except that the Holy Spirit testifies in every city to me that imprisonment and afflictions await 
me. 24But | do not account my soul of any value or as precious to myself, ifonly | may accomplish 
my course and the ministry that | received from the Lord Jesus, by testifying to the gospel of the 
grace of God. 25And now, behold, | know that all you among whom | have gone preaching the 
kingdom " 7 will see my face no more. 26Therefore | testify to you this day that | am clean of all 
bloodguilt, 2’for | did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God. 28Take heed to 
yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the 
church "of God”, which he obtained with the blood of his own [Son]. 291 know that after my 
departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 30and from among your 
own selves will arise men speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them. 
31Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years | did not cease with tears night and day to 
admonish each one. 32And now | commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able 
to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 33No one’s 
silver or gold or apparel | coveted. 34You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my 
necessities and to those who were with me. 35In all things | have shown you that, by so toiling, 
one must help the weak, remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, ‘It is more 
blessed to give than to receive. ” 

36And when he had spoken thus, kneeling down, he prayed with them all. 37And there came 
many tears for all, and embracing Paul, they kissed him, 38sorrowing most of all because of the 
word he had spoken, that they should see his face no more. And they brought him to the ship. 


20:17-18a The setting of the speech is Miletus, as Paul calls the elders of 
Ephesus to come to him. There is a Jewish community here as well (Le 
Cornu and Shulam 2003: 1118). The presence of elders in Ephesus shows 
that Paul structured the church and its leadership before departing (see 
Acts 11:30; 14:23). These elders would be responsible for shepherding the 


church and guiding it, as Paul's speech itself indicates. Summoning them 
to Miletus would take two to four days, since the trip was a one-day 
journey each way and we do not know how long it took to gather the 
elders. Once they arrive, he addresses them. 


20:18b-21 Paul will open and close the speech in the same manner, 
declaring the faithfulness of his ministry to them (1 Thess. 1:5c). He has 
been a model for them (Jervell 1998: 509). The Ephesians both remember 
and know that Paul’s life has been an example. This is how a minister 
should serve the Lord. He notes that from his first day in Asia, he served 
the Lord with all humility, tears, and trials arising from the plots ofthe 


Jews (serving the Lord: Rom. 12:11, 16; 14:18; 16:18; Acts 19:9; 2 Cor. 7:6; 
10:1; 11:7; 12:21; Phil. 2:3, 8; 3:21; 4:12; 1 Thess. 2:6). “Trials” (meipaopdav, 
peirasmön) is a summary term for all the persecution Paul experienced 
(Acts 19:9; 20:3; 1 Thess. 2:14-15; 2 Cor. 2:4; Phil. 3:18) as the Lord’s bond 
servant (S0vdeÚwv, douleumön). Paul often refers to himself as a bond 
servant in his letters (Rom. 1:1). Paul has already warned a church that 
tribulation accompanies believing in Jesus (Acts 14:22). He has risked 
much for them but has simply been carrying out his duty before the Lord 


he serves. Paul's primary obligation is to the Lord. So his message also is 
faithful, as he did not shrink from declaring to them what is profitable, 
both in public and from house to house. 

Neyrey (2003) discusses the cultural background of references to 
speaking in public and house to house. He argues that in Acts the public 
places are in cities of significant social status whereas the private places 
are places of assembly. The fact that Paul speaks openly in such places 
shows his own high cultural status. In such places Paul is not timid about 
what he teaches the church, nor does he draw back in fear (bneoteıAäunv, 
hypesteilamen; v. 20; BAGD 847 §2c; BDAG 1041 §2b); the context is about 
facing persecution. This verb “to shrink back” reappears in 20:27, where 
Paul does not shrink from declaring the whole counsel of God (Rengstorf, 
TDNT 7:598). He speaks about both encouraging and challenging things. 
Paul covers the full scope of what the gospel means. He wants the church 
to be prepared for the persecution coming as a result of preaching the 
gospel. So he teaches the elders what is profitable, what will edify. The 
word ovuyépw (sympherö) means that which is for the better or confers 
benefit, and so is “profitable” (BAGD 780 §2b; BDAG 960 §2b). 

The beneficial message is the same to Jews and Greeks: repentance to 
God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Thess. 1:9-10; 1 Cor. 9:20-23; 
10:32-33). This combination is an excellent summary of Paul's mission. 
Repentance and faith are two sides of the same coin (repentance for Paul: 
Acts 17:30; 26:18, 20; faith: 11:17; 14:23; 16:31; 20:21; 24:24; Gal. 2:16; 3:26; 
Phil. 1:29; Fitzmyer 1998: 677; OT roots: Jer. 34:15; 26:3-5; Hos. 6:1-3; 
Larkin 1995: 294). This view is defended grammatically by Wallace (1996: 
289), who argues that this is not a chiasm, where faith is what Jews do and 
repentance is the response of Gentiles. Repentance to God represents a 


change of direction in how one relates to God. It entails faith in Jesus, so 
that the turning results in one placing trust in what God did through Jesus 
as one embraces his person and work. This is a message for both Jews and 
Greeks, considering that both need to hear the same thing. Paul also 


makes this point in his letter to the Romans (3:19-4:25; 10:8-13). So, 


according to Acts 20:18-21, Paul’s ministry has three characteristics: 
faithfulness, direct preaching of all that is necessary, and testimony about 
Jesus to all people without distinction, including a call to have faith in 


God’s work through Jesus. 


20:22-24 Paul announces that the Spirit is leading him to Jerusalem. This 
will be confirmed in 21:4, 11. Indeed, the Spirit has taken Paul “captive” 
(Sedepévoc, dedemenos) in this figurative expression about divine 
constraint. The participle in the perfect tense suggests that this 
understanding has been fixed for some time (see 19:21; for other 
occurrences of this verb in Luke-Acts: Luke 13:16; 19:30; Acts 9:2, 14, 21; 
12:6; 21:11 [2x], 13, 33; 22:5, 29; 24:27). The reference to the Holy Spirit in 
verse 23 suggests that the same Spirit is intended in verse 22, not a 
reference to a mere inner conviction of Paul's human spirit. The 
announcement has a sense of the ominous: Jerusalem will be the place 


where Paul's arrest sends him on his final journey in Acts, the journey to 
Rome. Acts 20:23 makes clearer that the Spirit has told Paul that 
imprisonment and afflictions (note the plural) await him there. He does 
not know exactly what will follow other than that imprisonment and 


affliction will come (literally, “chains and tribulation”). In Rom. 15:30-31 
Paul requests prayer for the same situation with the same tone. 

Whatever he may face, Paul does not regard his life as being of ultimate 
value (2 Cor. 4:7-12; 6:4-10; 12:9-10; Phil. 2:17; 3:8; 2 Tim. 4:7; Bruce 1988a: 
390). In fact, he says he does not account his soul as precious in itself, 
where “soul” stands for a person in this life. The language reflects 
business accounting or reckoning, where his soul has its only worth in its 
service to God. Paul could lose his life, but it would not matter if it were 
done for God as the gospel is preached. His only desire is to accomplish 
the course to which the Lord Jesus has called him as he testifies to the 


content of God's grace and the gospel (a genitive of content is here in the 


reference to God's grace; 1 Cor. 9:15-27; Gal. 1:15-16; 2:2; Phil. 2:16). He 
compares his ministry (S1akoviav, diakonian) to a race (öpönov, dromon) 
with a course to be completed or accomplished (teAg10m1, teleiösai). Luke 
expresses this with a rare use of wc (hos) to introduce a final clause: “I do 


not consider my life worth anything, so as [ac] to complete my course.” 
This commission to minister was given in Acts 9:15 (Fitzmyer 1998: 677). 


This term for “race” appears three times in the NT (Acts 13:25; 20:24; 2 
Tim. 4:7 [where Paul speaks of successfully finishing the race]; 
Bauernfeind, TDNT 8:234). Paul is faithfully walking with God, wherever it 
may take him. He does not need to be certain where he is going or what he 
shall face to be faithful to God. He need only carry out his ministry. 


20:25-27 Paul looks to the future and the expectation he has that he will 
never see them again. As it turned out, however, Paul apparently did 
return to the area later in his life, as the Pastorals indicate, but at the 
time, his sense was that a later visit was not likely. This detail might 
suggest that when Luke wrote, Paul had not yet died in Rome and a trip 
back to Ephesus had not yet taken place. Some scholars, however, suggest 
that Luke wrote later but did not know that Paul ever returned. Barrett 
(1998: 972) says that drawing inferences about the date of Acts is 
impossible from the verse, but this seems too strong a conclusion. The 
problem is that the possible implication is not certain. The idea that the 


verse presupposes that Paul's death has taken place is wrong (pace 


Conzelmann 1987: 174; Jervell 1998: 515; see Bruce 1988a: 391-92). This 
makes the verse say too much, since Paul has already indicated that he 
does not know what will happen. To this degree, this speech is not like a 
final will and testament that knows death is coming. Instead he is closing 
up a ministry that on and off has spanned seven to eight years. The 
remarks are more like a farewell, given without certain knowledge that he 
will return again. 

Paul is innocent of any responsibility should the Ephesians fail, as he 
has told them all they need to know to walk well with God, for he declared 
to them the entire counsel of God. What Paul says here is that he is 


“clean” or “pure” (xaBapóc, katharos) with respect to any guilt regarding 


people's lives. The word aipa (haima, blood), like the term kaBapóc, is a 
cultic word referring to a pure offering or an act of worship done in cultic 


purity (Ezek. 3:15-21; 33:4 [he has been a successful “watchman”]; 
Witherington 1998: 622). The result is his claim of innocence, since he has 
carried out his calling (1 Sam. 12:2-5; 1 Chron. 29:2-5, 17; Jub. 21.2-3; T. 
Sim. 6.1; T. Levi 10.1; Roloff 1988: 304; Johnson 1992: 362). Thus the 
translation reads, “clean of all blood guilt.” The language of purity and 
worship is important, for Paul sees his mission as tied to a proper 
response to God and to faithfulness in his relationship to others. His 
ministry is an act of worship, to be carried out faithfully. In referring to 
“the whole counsel of God,” Paul appears to have in mind all that is a part 
of God’s plan as it is tied to the preaching of the gospel (1 Thess. 4:3; 1 Cor. 
1:1; Gal. 1:4; Squires 1993). The beauty of grace and the prospect of 
persecution are laid before the church. The term BovAn (boule) refers to 
the divine will and is common in Acts (2:23; 4:28; 13:36; also Heb. 6:17; Eph. 
1:11; Luke 7:30). 


20:28-30 The key exhortation to the elders is that they should take 
constant heed (mpooéyete, prosechete, present imperative) to themselves, 
fulfilling their overseer (érioxortoc, episkopos) role (Gen. 24:6; Exod. 10:28; 
Deut. 4:9; Sir. 13:8; Hos. 5:1; Luke 12:1; 17:3; 20:46; Johnson 1992: 362). The 
idea of an overseer was often associated with the idea of being a guardian 
and protector (Phil. 1:1; 1 Tim. 3:2; and Titus 1:7 are other important 
occurrences; BAGD 299 §2; BDAG 379 §2). It is not the idea of a single 
presiding bishop, which emerged in the second century with Ignatius and 
Irenaeus (Ign. Eph. 6; Magn. 2, 7; Trall. 2-3; Smyrn. 8; Irenaeus, Ag. Her. 3.2.2; 
3.3.1-2; 4.26.2). This oversight responsibility is a part of their role to 
shepherd (noipaivetv, poimainein) the flock.[1] The present-tense infinitive 
means to shepherd continually and in this context also indicates the 
purpose of being an overseer (Moulton and Turner 1963: 78, 135; BDF 
§390.3). The elder is to protect, rule, and foster care (Acts 11:22-26; 13:2-3; 
Eph. 4:11-12; BAGD 683 §2aB; BDAG 842 §2). A negative example is set 
forth in Ezek. 34. Explanations about how to accomplish this are set forth 
in Paul’s Pastoral Epistles (1-2 Timothy and Titus). The role as overseer 
came from appointment by the Spirit, either by prophetic naming and/or 
recognition by the church. The overseer became an office with 
qualifications that the Pastorals set forth. Polhill (1992: 426-27) notes the 


functional stress rooted in the term “overseer” as one who has oversight 
care. 

The flock is in danger of being exposed to false teaching, and Paul 
compares false teachers to fierce wolves who devour and destroy (Ezek. 
22:27; Zeph. 3:3; 2 Esd. [4 Ezra] 5:18; 1 En. 89.13-27; Matt. 7:15; Luke 10:3; 2 
Cor. 10-13). To use the imagery of wolves together with the imagery ofthe 
church as a flock is natural (Gaventa 2003: 289). This imagery is like John 
10, where the shepherd protects against the thieves. These false teachers 
are a serious moral threat to the flock (Bornkamm, TDNT 4:310). The 
Pastorals and the letter to Ephesus in Revelation show that Paul’s concern 
is valid (1 Tim. 1:3; 2 Tim. 1:15; Rev. 2:1-7; Bruce 1988a: 393; in the later 


church: Did. 16.3; Ign. Phld. 2.1-2; 2 Clem. 5.2-4; Haenchen 1987: 593n4). 
Their goal will be to draw people away from the church that Jesus 


obtained by his blood. 


This is one of two direct references to Jesus’s sacrificial work in Luke- 


Acts. Luke 22:19-22 is the other. That Jesus purchased the church with his 
blood underscores the cost that God incurred to establish the church. 


Jesus “purchased” (nepıenoinoato, periepoiésato) it with his own life 
(literally, aipatoc, haimatos, blood; Eph. 1:7, 14; Heb. 9:12; 1 Pet. 1:2, 19; Rev. 
1:5; 5:9-10). The verse does not explicitly mention the title “Son” but 


rather speaks of God's giving his own to gain the church. The image 
implies sonship. The picture is like what Abraham had been willing to do 
with Isaac (Gen. 22), only here God does carry out the offering so that 


others can benefit from the sacrifice (“purchased” in Isa. 43:21; Ps. 74:2). 


Thus the acquiring of the church had as its basis a substitution of God's 
own for those God would bring to eternal life. Such a sacred form of down 
payment for the church makes the responsibility of the elders sacred. It is 


clear that the death of Jesus, God's own Son, is described here.|2] Behind 
the action stands the loving commitment of God to take the initiative and 
suffer sacrifice in order to restore a broken relationship with humanity. 
Wolves will deny this work in one way or another, challenging the work or 
denying the uniqueness of the one through whom it is done. 

The danger is that these wolves will emerge from among them after 
Paul departs. It is not clear if the danger comes from the elders or the 


Ephesian membership, although the latter is more likely, given the scope 
of the potential threat (Rom. 16:17-18; Col. 2:8; 2-3 John). 

Such fear need not be limited to the “late” church (against Conzelmann 
1987: 174-75, who argues that the presence of an office is also late). The 
roots of the idea of eldership already existed in Judaism (Barrett 1998: 
975). Synagogue rulers played a similar role. Such concern for potential 
unfaithfulness was common in a departure setting (T. Levi 4.1; 10.2-5; 
14.1-3; T. Iss. 6.1-4; T. Jud. 18.1-6; T. Naph. 4.1-5; 2 Tim. 3:1-5; 4:3-4; 2 Pet. 
2:1-3; 3:3-4; Johnson 1992: 363). 

These false teachers will pervert (Steorpapyuéva, diestrammena) things. 
This term means “to twist” something (BAGD 189 §1b; BDAG 237 82; Acts 
13:10; Phil. 2:15; Prov. 10:9; 11:20). Its result stands in contrast to 
something that is straight and true. The threat is of teaching that takes 
one off the “straight” path and draws disciples away (anoontv, apospan) 
from God's direction and leading. This verb means “draw away” from a 
place (BAGD 98 82; BDAG 120 82). The image is of pulling someone in a 
direction that the person should not go, as here, or of leaving a former 
location (Luke 22:41; Acts 21:1). The elders should prevent false teaching 
at all costs. They are “guardians of the tradition of the apostles” and are 
entrusted with the guidance of the community (Bornkamm, TDNT 6:665). 


20:31 Paul calls on the elders to be constantly alert (present imperative; 1 
Cor. 16:13; Col. 4:2; for Christ’s return in Mark 13:35, 37; 1 Thess. 5:6). Paul 
returns to his own example in ministry. He has admonished them over the 
past three years of ministry, with tears day and night. His constant goal 
was to urge faithfulness to the living God (vouv8etéw, noutheteö, admonish: 
Rom. 15:14; 1 Cor. 4:14; 1 Thess. 5:12, 14). 


20:32 He commends (naparideyar, paratithemai) them to God and offers 
them a word of grace (v. 24; Acts 14:23; 2 Tim. 1:12). The verb napatiOnut 
(paratithemi) means “set [someone] before” something (BAGD 623 S2bP; 
BDAG 772). In the middle voice, when this concerns God, it is to commend 
someone to divine care and protection (Rom. 8:17; Eph. 1:14; Col. 1:12; 
Deut. 33:3-4; Ps. 16:5; Wis. 5:5). They are not alone or left without 
provision for the call. This word of grace can build them up (Acts 9:31; 


Rom. 16:25; 1 Cor. 8:1; 10:1, 23; 14:4, 17; 1 Thess. 5:11; Eph. 1:18; 4:12-16, 29) 
and give them the inheritance that is the heritage of all who are sanctified 
(Acts 26:18; 1 Cor. 1:2; 6:11; 1 Thess. 5:23). The phrase év toic nylaopevoic 
(en tois hegiasmenois) stresses their corporate unity by indicating that 
saints share “among” each other God’s benefits (Moulton and Turner 
1963: 264 speaks of a dative of advantage here). The “inheritance” 
(kAnpovouiav, kleronomian) in this context refers to the “transcendent 
salvation” that stands as the center of the gospel rooted in grace (BAGD 
435 $3; BDAG 548 83; Acts 26:18; 1 Cor. 6:9-10; 15:50; Gal. 3:18; 5:21; Eph. 
1:14; 5:5; Col. 3:24; 1 Pet. 1:4). 


20:33-35 Paul concludes his speech by underscoring his faithfulness again 
(1 Cor. 9:4-12, 15; 2 Cor. 7:2; 11:8-9; Phil. 4:10-11). He has provided an 
example (vmé5e1&a, hypedeixa, v. 35) by showing them how to minister (so 
Johnson 1992: 365). He did not covet anyone’s money or clothes (Exod. 
20:17; Rom. 7:7; 1 Cor. 10:6; Gal. 5:17; 1 Thess. 2:5). The reference is to 
seeking personal status (1 Macc. 11:24; James 5:2-3; Williams 1990: 357). At 
Corinth and Thessalonica, he worked for his own support (Acts 18:2-3; 1 
Cor. 4:12; 9:12, 15; 2 Cor. 11:7; 12:13; Eph. 4:28; 1 Thess. 2:9; 2 Thess. 3:7-8; 
Polhill 1992: 429). He did likewise in Ephesus. Samuel spoke similarly of his 
faithfulness at the end of his ministry (1 Sam. 12:3). Paul was not greedy 
but “served” (ünnpetnoav, hyperetesan, v. 34) and took care of himself. 
This verb means “render service” and appears in the NT only in Acts 
(13:36; 24:23; BAGD 842; BDAG 1035). In his labor Paul was an example of 
caring for the weak. He was following the Lord’s instruction that it is more 
blessed to give than to receive. The term for “blessed” (uakápıov, 
makarion), or “happy,” is used as a comparative even though it is 
grammatically a positive form (Moulton and Turner 1963: 31). Paul is 
saying that blessing, even happiness, comes from giving. Using the term 
“must” (Sei, dei), Paul raises a moral obligation. It is a moral imperative to 
help the weak and be generous to them (Sir. 4:31 [stated negatively]; Luke 
6:35-38; 1 Clem. 2.1; Did. 1.5; Barrett 1998: 983). 

This is one of the few places outside the Gospels where Jesus is directly 
quoted. There are numerous conceptual Greek parallels to this saying.[3] 


It was a familiar idea in antiquity, but Jesus’s affirmation of it is what is 
important to Paul. Love of money is something leaders should avoid (1 
Tim. 3:3, 8; 63-10; Titus 1:7, 11; Polhill 1992: 429). The saying seems well 
known in church tradition, as Paul calls on them to remember 
(uvnpovedetv, mnemoneuein) what the Lord said, an expression that points 
to oral tradition. Suggestions that an outside saying has been put into 
Jesus’s mouth ignore the fact that the emphasis is on not only the origin 
of what is said but also the affirmation of its content, which is what Paul is 
pointing to here. 


20:36-38 Paul concludes and prays with them while kneeling, an 
indication of the solemn nature of the moment (9:40; 21:5; Luke 22:41). 
The emotion of the departure overflows in tears (Gen. 33:4; 45:14; 46:29), 
hugs (Luke 15:20b), and kisses (Luke 7:38; 45; 15:20b) as the elders respond 
to Paul's announcement that they will see him no more (Tob. 7:6-7; 11:9, 


13). The kissing is culturally appropriate. A later midrash teaches that “all 
kissing is indecent, save in three cases: the kiss of high office, the kiss of 
reunion, and the kiss of parting” (Gen. Rabbah 70.12). The word 
ósuvojuevol (odynömenoi, sorrowing) is very graphic. It primarily means 
“experience pain” (BAGD 555 $2; BDAG 692; Isa. 53:4; Luke 2:48 [of Mary 
and Joseph's pain as they looked for a missing Jesus in Jerusalem]; 16:24 
[of the rich man’s torment in hades])). In this context, emotional pain is 
meant. Paul's remark that he will not see them again leaves the elders in 
emotional distress, even though they understand it to be God's will. There 
is no assumption here that Paul is dead as Luke writes, as some claim (but 
so Conzelmann 1987: 176; Pesch 1986b: 208, because of the farewell 
testament form, but this ignores the possibility of a simple 
farewell/departure speech). It is their sense that they will not see him 
again, underscored by Paul's words, that makes them so sad. With this 
they bring him to the ship. 

In sum, this text makes a major statement about the responsibility of 
shepherding that is to be the task of God's leaders. When Paul prepares 
the communities to function in his absence, he notes that his 
responsibility was to equip them both positively and negatively. Positively, 
they are to develop a theological understanding that reflects exposure to 


the entire counsel and program of God and that gives them a mind-set 
that can discern what is taking place. This is equipping in the most 
positive sense. Out of genuine understanding comes discernment. 
Negatively, it means being on guard for the deception and distortion that 
the world often offers and that can seep into the church, undermining its 


call, testimony, and mission. Protecting from the undercutting of God’s 
unique saving work in and through Christ is what Paul is most concerned 


about. This is what he preached as God’s word about God’s plan. 
The key to all of this is found in what Paul commends to them as he 


departs: God's grace and God's word. Both the attitude and tone of grace 
and the content of the word serve as protections for the church. In fact, in 
many ways the subject of the speech is not so much Paul as what God has 


done through him (Gaventa 2003: 290-91). If one is open to God, then such 
ministry is possible, even though it can be fraught with danger. 

None of this can take place, however, if these leaders do not keep an eye 
on themselves to be sure that their guidance has integrity. Successful 
shepherding can take place only when the shepherd is equipped to 


protect the sheep and steer away the wolves. The shepherds’ main task is 
to ensure that the sheep are fed and protected (Stott 1990: 328). When a 
shepherd sleeps either spiritually or through theological negligence, the 
wolves can gain access to the flock. The flock needs shepherds who guard 
the sheep by keeping a watch for wolves as well as for what can distract 
the shepherd from the task. All of this is grounded in a purchase of great 
price, that of the Son, Jesus, for the flock. Ministers can be good 
shepherds, and they should be so because of the cost paid for the sheep. If 


the blood of God's Son is good enough for the sheep, so is the faithful 
labor of his steward-shepherds for the flock God has bought. 


Additional Notes 


20:25. Western texts add “of Jesus” to “the kingdom”; E and Byz add “of God.” 


20:28. There is uncertainty whether the best reading here is “church of God” or “church ofthe 
Lord.” Because of how the sacred names “God” and “Lord” were abbreviated, the difference is one 


letter in the text © versus K). This is a case where the more common reading “church of God” is 
also the most difficult because the church was obtained with “his own blood” or “blood of his 
own” (Metzger 1971: 480-81). This makes “church of God” the more likely reading. 


5. Paul’s Journey to Jerusalem (21:1-16) 


In another “we” section, Acts now outlines Paul’s trip to Jerusalem. 
The unit presents the itinerary with brief notes about visits to Tyre 
and Caesarea. The travel in the first section of the trip is quickly 


covered in verses 1-6; the scene in Caesarea is longer (vv. 7-14). The 


arrival in Jerusalem is noted in verses 15-16. In Caesarea, Philip and 
his four unmarried daughters, who are prophets, appear. Here Paul is 
warned about the dangers he will face in Jerusalem, dangers he is 


ready to face (vv. 4b, 11-15). Thus the unit prepares for the final 
section of Acts, where Paul is arrested in Jerusalem and taken to 
Rome. Paul is ready for what lies ahead. As Jesus resolved to go to 


Jerusalem (Luke 9:51-53), so Paul has resolved to go to Rome. 
The unit is a travel log with a few glimpses of local tradition about 


Paul. Marshall (1980: 337) suggests a diary by one of Paul's 


companions, which is likely given the “we” section (so even the 
normally skeptical Weiser 1985: 588; also Roloff 1988: 308; Fitzmyer 
1998: 686). Barrett (1998: 987) seems to be correct in seeing a 
combination of itinerary and local incidents all woven together with 
a theological perspective. 


Exegesis and Exposition 


1And when we had torn ourselves away from them, setting sail and making a straight course, 
we came to Cos, and the next day to Rhodes, and from there to Patara " '.2And having found a 
ship crossing to Phoenicia, we went aboard and set sail. 3Coming in sight of Cyprus and leaving it 
on the left, we sailed to Syria and landed at Tyre; for there the ship was to unload its cargo. 4And 
seeking out the disciples, we stayed there for seven days. Through the Spirit they were telling 


Paul not to go on to Jerusalem. >And when our days there were ended, departing, we went on our 
journey; and they all, with wives and children, brought us on our way till we were outside the city; 
and kneeling down on the beach, we prayed and bade one another farewell. Then we went on 
board the ship, but they returned home. 

7Finishing the voyage from Tyre, we arrived at Ptolemais; greeting the brothers, we stayed with 
them for one day. 8On the morrow departing, we came to Caesarea, entering the house of Philip 
the evangelist, who was one of the Seven, and stayed with him. 9And he had four unmarried 
daughters, who prophesied. 10While we were staying for some days, a prophet named Agabus 
came down from Judea. 11And coming to us, he took Paul’s belt, and binding his own feet and 
hands, he said, “Thus says the Holy Spirit, ‘The man who owns this belt, thus shall the Jews in 
Jerusalem bind and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.” ” 12And when we heard this, we 
and the people there were begging him not to go up to Jerusalem. 13Then Paul answered, “What 
are you doing, weeping and breaking my heart? For | am ready not only to be in bonds but even to 
die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.” 14And when he would not be persuaded, we 
ceased and said, “The will of the Lord be done.” 

15After these days, making ready, we went up to Jerusalem. 16And some of the disciples from 
Caesarea went with us, bringing us to the house of Mnason of Cyprus, one of the original disciples, 
with whom we should lodge. 


21:1-3 Paul and company now head to Jerusalem after tearing themselves 
away from their friends. The term d&noonacBEévtac (apospasthentas) 
indicates the emotional difficulty of the departure (Luke 22:41). The first 
half of this paragraph quickly runs through a series of one-day stops: the 
island of Cos (about forty miles), the island of Rhodes (about ninety miles), 
and then Patara (just over sixty miles). Cos had a famous medical school 
founded by Hippocrates and was the home of a Jewish community (1 
Macc. 15:23; Tacitus, Ann. 22.61; Strabo, Geogr. 14.2; Horace, Odes 4.13.13; 


Schnabel 2004: 800; Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 147-48). An early mention 
of this locale shows Roman sensitivity to Jewish practice (Josephus, Ant. 


14.10.15 §233). Rhodes was a trading port, a locale for education, and a 


free city that had a Jewish population (Pliny the Elder, Nat. 5.132-34; 1 
Macc. 15:23; Schnabel 2004: 800). The mentor of Cicero and Caesar, 
Apollonius Molon, taught there (Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 1149). Patara 
in western Lycia was the site of a famous oracle of Apollo (Bruce 1990: 438; 
Horace, Odes 3.4.64; Schnabel 2004: 1261). They then board another, larger 
ship sailing toward Phoenicia on the open sea instead of hugging the 
coast, traveling within sight of Cyprus. They come next to the major 
commercial city of Tyre in Syria. Patara to Tyre is a trip of more than four 


hundred miles (Williams 1990: 359; Xenophon of Ephesus, Eph. Tale 1.11-12 


and 1.14.6, says that it is a three-day trip; John Chrysostom, Hom. Acts 45 
says that the trip takes five days). The arrival in Tyre allows the ship to 
unload some cargo and load fresh freight. Paul visits disciples there for a 
week, since the direct trip from Patara allows them to get there quickly 
(Bruce 1988a: 398). Tyre was on the Mediterranean east coast, a hundred 
miles north of Jerusalem (Schnabel 2004: 775). It was a center for crafts, 
purple production, and trade. Phoenicia is the coastal strip in this area, 
and Syria is the larger region. Both Syria and Phoenicia had a significant 
Jewish presence and had possessed a Christian presence for about twenty 


years by this point (Acts 11:19; Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 1153). The “we” 
section that starts here runs through verse 18. 


21:4-6 Paul and his companions stay in Tyre seven days and visit with 
disciples there. These disciples become very concerned for Paul. Through 
the Spirit, they warn him not to go on to Jerusalem. As the parallel 


warning in Caesarea shows in 21:11-15, the Spirit seems to have revealed 
what Paul would face, and the warning comes out of the resultant worry 


about Paul's well-being, what Le Cornu and Shulam (2003: 1154) call “an 


inference” from the message (Rapske 1994b: 408). He is ready to risk his 
life for the gospel, however, and is determined to move ahead (19:21; 


20:21-22; for the result, see 21:33, 28:17; Pesch 1986b: 210-11; Polhill 1992: 
433). Paul and his companions depart, having prayed together on what 
was a well-known, smooth beach. This is a shorter version of a farewell 
such as that described at Miletus (20:36). Paul has formed a solid bond 


with them during the week. Paul's company journeys on, leaving the 
disciples at Tyre to return home. 


21:7-9 Paul's company sails to Ptolemais and stays for a day. This seaport 


was located about twenty-five miles south of Tyre on the Mediterranean's 
southern Phoenician coast. It was almost eighty miles north of Jerusalem 
and the population included both Jews and Christians. We are not told 
how the church came to be there, but obviously other missionary activity 
has brought the gospel there. It was previously known as Acco (Judg. 1:31; 
medieval Acre). Then they go on to Caesarea, known as Caesarea 


Maritima, about another forty miles south (Schnabel 2004: 688-90). This 
was a major port south of Mt. Carmel, with four harbors in the complex. 


Almost all the gods are represented here. Herod the Great founded 
Caesarea (BAGD 396 82; BDAG 499 82). Luke mentions it frequently (Acts 
8:40; 9:30; 10:1, 24; 11:11; 12:19; 18:22; 21:16; 23:23; 25:1, 4, 6, 13). There is 
some scholarly discussion as to whether they sail on to Caesarea or travel 
there by foot, because the verb here (S1avbw, dianyö, v. 7) can mean 


“complete” or “continue” a voyage (Bruce 1990: 440 favors having the 
voyage end in Ptolemais; the verb is an NT hapax; on Ptolemais, see 
Schnabel 2004: 690-91). It is likely that they sail on, since one-day ship 
stops are so common in Acts and it is unlikely that Paul waited a week in 
Tyre simply to take a ship for a one-day trip (Marshall 1980: 339). 

Paul stays in Caesarea with Philip and his four unmarried daughters, 
who also are women who give prophecy (mpogntevovoa, prophéteuousai), 
which would seem to make them prophetesses. Acts 2:17-18 shows that 
such gifts come on both men and women. First Corinthians 11:5 indicates 
how a woman should give prophecy in the church. Luke mentions Anna in 


his Gospel (2:36-38). The daughters’ pious social status is noted by calling 
them virgins (BAGD 627; BDAG 777). The fact that these are women and 
that little detail is given about them, as they are mentioned in passing, 


speaks to the remark’s authenticity. Despite the mention of their gift, it is 
another prophet, Agabus, who gives the warning to Paul at Caesarea. 
Philip became known as “the evangelist” (Eph. 4:11 [of the gift]; 2 Tim. 4:5 
[of Timothy]), for reasons Acts 8 makes clear (Eusebius, Eccl. Hist. 3.39.9; 
5.17.3). He was also one of the Seven chosen in Acts 6:5. The entire family 
reflects a deep piety. It is debated whether this Philip is the same person 
as the apostle (Acts 1:13), since the later church identified the two 


(Eusebius, Eccl. Hist. 3.31.2-5; Bruce 1990: 441 notes the discussion and 
suggests that one person could be meant; Hengel 1983: 14 also holds this 
as a possibility). In line with most commentators, however, it is better to 
see a confusion between the two in this identification as more likely 
because, if Philip had been an apostle, then he would not have been one of 
the Seven in Acts 6:5 and primarily identified with this second, lesser 
group. It also makes it harder to explain why Peter would need to come to 
Samaria in Acts 8 if Philip were an apostle. The family later traveled to 
Asia, according to Eusebius, with most ending up in Hierapolis. 


21:10-12 Agabus, a prophet from Judea, appears in Caesarea and issues a 


vivid prophecy. The use of täöe (tade) “Thus,” adds solemnity to the 
prophecy (Wallace 1996: 328; Culy and Parsons 2003: 405). Agabus has 


spoken already in 11:27-30. The prophecy is acted out, as he takes Paul's 
waistband (Cavn, zone). This was a long band, wrapped around the waist, 
in which money could be placed (BAGD 341; BDAG 431). The translation 


refers to a “belt,” which may well be a money belt. Paul may well have 
kept in it some of the Jerusalem collection money he was gathering. 
Agabus wraps it around his own hands and feet. Then he declares that the 


Holy Spirit says that in this manner the Jews in Jerusalem “shall bind” 


($noovowv, désousin) the waistband’s owner and deliver him to the 
Gentiles.[1] The reference to Jewish involvement in the binding here is 


“causative” in force: the Jews will not physically bind Paul but will be 
responsible for his being arrested (21:27, 30, 33; Wallace 1996: 412). The 
prophecy is accurate in this sense and is not to be pressed too literally. 
Agabus does not tell Paul not to go to Jerusalem. He only declares what he 


will face there. Gaventa (2003: 292-93) is right to defend the idea that 
Agabus lays out what will happen and those around are to draw their 
conclusion. There is no tension between the groups in this account, only a 
request out of concern. The crowd reacts to the declaration by begging 
Paul not to go to Jerusalem. The imperfect verb napekañoðpev 
(parekaloumen, were urging) also makes the pleas vivid. This pleading 
includes tears (v. 13). The reaction is similar to 21:4. The language of the 


prophet’s declaration recalls the prediction about Jesus in Luke 18:32 
(Matt. 20:18-19). 


21:13-14 The reaction of Paul and the others makes clear that he has a 
choice here. Stott (1990: 333) argues a distinction between a prediction 
and a prohibition in the various messages referring to utterances through 
the Spirit in this chapter. Agabus has predicted what will take place, and 
the believers urge Paul not to go to Jerusalem. He is not, however, 
prohibited from doing so. He will go to Jerusalem and face his persecution 
and arrest. Paul tells them he is ready to face imprisonment and even 
death for the sake of the name of the Lord Jesus, and so they do not need 


to weep and break his heart. The verb for “breaking” (ouv8púrttovteEc, 


synthryptontes) the heart is vivid, as it is often used of beating clothes to 


clean them (Polhill 1992: 436): they are pounding on Paul’s emotions. They 
accept his response, however, and cease their pleading with the remark 


“The will ofthe Lord be done.” This ministry everyone takes to be the 
Lord’s will (Conzelmann 1987: 178). The wording is like Jesus’s remarks in 


Gethsemane (Luke 22:42; Marshall 1980: 341; also Paul, Rom. 15:30-31 
[stated positively as acceptable service]; 1 Pet. 4:14). There is no indication 


in Luke’s narrative that Paul is disobedient here, as the Spirit has told Paul 
what he will be facing (Acts 20:22-23). 


21:15-16 Paul and his companions travel toward Jerusalem, probably by 


horse, given the participle “making ready” (emoxevaoänevoı, 
episkeuasamenoi; Xenophon, Hellenica 5.3.1; Bruce 1990: 442). Witherington 


(1998: 636-41) notes the hazards of travel in this period, and 2 Cor. 11:23- 
29 details the dangers Paul faces from opposition that seeks to stop him. 
They stay with Mnason of Cyprus. The distance from Caesarea to 


Jerusalem is slightly more than sixty miles, more than one day’s trip, and 


so there is scholarly discussion whether the stop at Mnason’s is on the 
way (so Codex D in an expansion) or in Jerusalem. It may be an in-between 
stop, since the arrival in Jerusalem is noted again in verse 17, but this is 
not clear. More likely, Bruce (1990: 443) sees Mnason as being in Jerusalem 
and serving as a well-known, sensitive, Hellenist host there for a group 
that includes Gentiles.[2] Paul has repeatedly heard from the Spirit what 
will happen in Jerusalem. He is ready for what is to come. Boldly Paul will 


testify to Jesus, whatever the result. With this note, Paul’s third journey in 
Acts ends. 

In sum, this passage shows us a community in deliberation in the midst 
of a situation where the stakes are high. The interaction between the 
believers and Paul about whether he should face suffering is significant 
because it shows that sometimes well-intentioned people can be wrong 
about what God desires. There is no doubt that those who warn Paul have 
his best interests at heart and are trying to protect him. It also is clear, 
however, that Paul has a real sense of what God is calling him to do and 
that he has prepared himself to pay the human price to do it. What is so 
instructive about the scene is that once it becomes clear that Paul is being 


driven by the Spirit to face what is ahead, the believers who love him and 


God’s will embrace the path and support him. As this scene and the next 
with James show, good arguments can often be assembled for a variety of 


options in life’s direction, but sometimes flexibility in seeing what God 
desires allows for support and unity to form a bond of cohesion that 
makes the spiritual community stronger. In one case, it is believers who 
are asked to be flexible. In another, it is Paul who shows cultural 
sensitivity. In both cases, it is a willingness to minister in an engaging 
manner and tone with some sensitivity to others that makes a healthy 
change of mind possible. Fernando (1998: 555) speaks of examples of 
community life and love in this passage. Part of this includes a genuine 
interaction and not a mere digging in to defend a position. If all believers 
possess God's Spirit, we must be willing to learn from each other and hear 
each other. 

Another point Fernando (1998: 556) correctly makes is that sometimes 
what may not be necessary for us personally may be what is required for 
the sake of the community or in order to help maintain unity. Such is the 
case in both this scene and the next one with James. This may even be the 
case when some might not understand why the hard path chosen is being 
taken, especially when it seems that such a difficult path could be avoided. 
Sometimes the easy way out is not the right path to take. Only 
discernment, engagement, and prayer, however, can determine when the 
hard path is to be taken and when an easier escape should be sought. In 
Acts we have seen both routes followed at different times. 


Paul's Third Missionary Journey 


City Region 
pean ea cala 
cities 

unnamed 
cities Hoye 
Ephesus Lydia 


unnamed Macedonia and Greece 


cities 


Philippi Macedonia 
Troas Mysia 
ASSOS Mysia 
Mitylene Lesbos 


unnamed city Chios 
unnamed city Samos 


Miletus Ionia 

Cos Cos 
Rhodes Rhodes 
Patara Lycia 
Tyre Phoenicia 
Ptolemais Phoenicia 
Caesarea Judea 
erusalem 

So Judea 


Additional Note 


21:1. Codex D adds a stop at Myra. This may reflect assimilation to 27:5 or harmonization with the 
second-century Acts of Thecla, a popular text about Paul and an Iconian follower (Metzger 1971: 
482). 


IV. The Gospel to the Gentiles and More Persecution in Jerusalem (9:32-12:25) 


V. The Mission from Antioch and the Full Incorporation of Gentiles (13:1-15:35) 
VI. The Second and Third Missionary Journeys: Expansion to Greece and Consolidation amid 
Opposition (15:36-21:16) 
» VII. The Arrest: The Message Is Defended and Reaches Rome (21:17-28:31) 


VII. The Arrest: The Message Is Defended and 
Reaches Rome (21:17-28:31) 


This section closes the book of Acts. Paul’s trip to Jerusalem leads to his 
arrest and several legal hearings in the city (21:17-23:30). He is moved to 
Caesarea to face more examination before Felix and Festus (23:31-26:32). 
Paul’s appeal to Caesar sends him on to Rome, where, after a long sea 
journey anda visit to Malta, he awaits his imperial trial at the book’s end 
(27:1-28:31). This section is dominated by Paul’s defense speeches, where 


he explains and defends his ministry as being faithful to God’s call and 
plan. 


VII. The Arrest: The Message Is Defended and Reaches Rome (21:17-28:31) 
> A. In Jerusalem (21:17-23:35) 

B. In Caesarea (24:1-26:32) 

C. The Long Sea Journey to Rome (27:1-28:16) 


A. In Jerusalem (21:17-23:35) 


After going to the temple in Jerusalem to show his faithfulness to the law 
(21:17-26), Paul is arrested, as the Jews accuse him falsely of bringing 
Gentiles into the temple (21:27-35). Paul defends himself before the crowd 


and the arresting tribune until the crowd reacts (21:36-22:21). The tribune 
withdraws with Paul to the barracks and suggests scourging Paul. It is 


then that Paul discloses his Roman citizenship (22:22-29). He is next 
brought before the entire Jewish council, where he again defends himself 


(22:30-23:10). At this point the Lord tells Paul that he will defend himself 
in Rome (23:11). Paul’s nephew discovers and reveals a Jewish plot to seize 
Paul (23:12-22). This leads Claudius, the commanding officer, to send Paul 
out ofthe city to Felix in Caesarea (23:23-35). As the overview shows, the 
bulk of this section covers Paul's defense. 


1. Paul and James (21:17-26) 


This scene is significant because of the discussion between Paul and 
James. After Paul’s arrival and the recounting of God’s work among 


the Gentiles through Paul (vv. 17-19), the Jews in Jerusalem introduce 
the issue of Jewish believers and concerns, including a report that 


Paul tells the Jews among the Gentiles to forsake Moses (vv. 20-21). 
Paul is asked to take a vow with four men at the temple, while James 
also notes that the issue of the law and Gentile practice was decided 
earlier at the Jerusalem Council with the letter with the four 


recommendations (vv. 22-25). James is not asking Paul to revisit old 
decisions but to be sensitive to Jewish concerns about Jewish practice 
among Jewish believers. Paul agrees and goes to the temple to make 
the vow the next day (v. 26). 

The scene is significant for Luke, as Acts 21:17-23:35 (with 24:11) 
covers twelve days whereas 24:24-26:32 covers more than two years 
(Bruce 1990: 444; Polhill 1992: 445; Witherington 1998: 642). Paul's 
arrival can be dated to a period around AD 57, when Jerusalem is 
tense with rising Jewish nationalism, political unrest, and the 
presence of Rome in a ruler, Felix, who was said to have the “instincts 
of a slave” (Tacitus, Hist. 5.9). Most loyal Jews would have viewed 
Gentiles and the Gentile mission with suspicion. The church in 
Jerusalem was caught in the middle, wanting to preach to the Jews 
but supporting the outreach to Gentiles. How to address both sets of 
concerns was a major issue (Polhill 1992: 447). Witherington (1998: 
644) argues that the portrait is “quite believable, and easily 
understandable,” including Luke’s silence about the collection that 
brought them to Jerusalem. Witherington (1998: 646) goes on to 
suggest that the collection met with only a mixed reception because 
of these concerns. 


So Paul will make the case that he is a loyal Jew and that outreach 
to Gentiles is not anti-Jewish. Paul is still defending his relationship 


to Judaism. The passage reflects the fact that the church’s 
relationship to Judaism was still a concern at the time Luke wrote. 
The scene reinforces and deepens the development of Acts 15, as here 
Jewish concerns are met without compromising the soteriology 
established for Gentiles at the council. Paul is also portrayed as being 


concerned about Jewish issues and the new faith’s relationship to 
Judaism. Paul does not accept the entire approach of the Judaism of 
the time but makes a distinction between receiving the promise of 
the new covenant and honoring current Jewish practice. In all of this, 
we see Paul committed to the unity of the Christian body as he 
honors the request of his Jerusalemite hosts. He is willing to do this 
provided nothing central to salvation is compromised. This means 
that Jewish believers can continue to live by Jewish practice provided 
it does not compromise either salvation or association and outreach 
to Gentiles. 

The passage raises important and hotly debated questions about 
Paul and the law. Many scholars think it theologically impossible 
(Conzelmann 1987: 180) or at least problematic for the Paul of the 
epistles to act in a way that suggests support for the law. Johnson 
(1992: 377-79) has a summary of the elements of the argument that 
deal with the absence of mention of the collection and the lack of 
specific indication of the Jerusalem community’s support for him 
after his arrest. Others such as Roloff (1988: 315), however, do not see 
anything inconsistent with the ideas expressed in 1 Cor. 9:20 that 
Paul is willing to be a Jew to the Jews. Fitzmyer (1998: 692), making 
the same point, adds 1 Cor, 9:22. Readers should not forget that Paul 
made a vow earlier—but not noted here—that probably shows some 
traces of Jewish practice (Acts 18:18). Roloff (1988: 313) also argues 
that James is tactical here, “trying to build a golden bridge on both 
sides.” It is not clear that Paul tells Jews to disobey the law. He did, 
however, stress being sensitive to Gentiles and to Jews in outreach, a 
position with inherent tension that Paul left to conscience (Rom. 14- 
15). 


Barrett (1998: 1000) suggests that Paul may have accepted James’s 


advice and come to see its “sham” character from the results. Barrett 
(1998: 1013) rejects an appeal to 1 Cor. 9, as the claim in Acts is that 
Paul is a regularly observant Jew. The issue is more complicated for 
the church, however, which has already made clear that certain 
practices of the law do not need to be followed when mixed 
fellowship with Gentiles is involved. Paul may well be an observant 
Jew in Jewish contexts, which is what he faces in Jerusalem. After all, 
why is he so anxious to reach Jerusalem by Pentecost? It is because 


he keeps the feasts. Barrett’s reading is too harsh on James’s proposal 
and seems to understate the new reality in the church that the 
presence of Gentiles raises for issues of law. The church is in the 
process of hammering out an understanding and is in transition on 


the question. Nothing in Paul’s defense speeches indicates his 
rejection of this effort at harmony, and 1 Cor. 9 looks as though it 
applies from the epistles. Paul does not try to persuade Jewish 
believers to live like Gentiles, only to be sensitive to issues related to 
them. This means that table fellowship, food laws, and issues tied to 
ceremonial purity may be handled differently when Gentiles are 
involved, but Paul probably does not see this as encouraging Jewish 
believers to ignore the law. 


The presence of the “we” source is evident in verses 17-18, and the 
account is a narrative (Fitzmyer 1998: 691). Even those who see a 
heavy Lukan hand in the account see some tradition behind it 
(Weiser 1985: 595). 


Exegesis and Exposition 


17When we had come to Jerusalem, the brothers received us gladly. 180n the following day Paul 
went in with us to James; and all the elders were present. 19After greeting them, he related one by 
one everything that God had done among the Gentiles through his ministry. 22And those who 
heard it were glorifying God. And they said to him, “You see, brother, how many thousands there 
are among the Jews of those who have believed; they are all zealous of the law, 24and they have 
been told about you that you teach all the Jews who are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, 


telling them not to circumcise their children or follow the customs. 22What, then, is to be done? 
They will certainly hear that you have come. 23Do therefore what we tell you. We have four men 
who are under a vow" 7; 24taking these men, purify yourself along with them and pay their 
expenses, so that they may shave their heads. Thus all will know that there is nothing in what 
they have been taught about you but that you yourself live keeping the law. 25But as for the 
Gentiles who have believed, we have sent a letter "judging what they are to keep”: to abstain 
from what has been sacrificed to idols and from blood and from what is strangled and from 
unchastity.” 26Then Paul, taking the men and the next day purifying himself with them, went into 
the temple, giving notice when the days of purification would be fulfilled after which the offering 
would be presented for every one of them. 


21:17-19 Paul arrives in Jerusalem to a warm welcome, possibly a 
reference only to his Hellenist hosts at this point (Marshall 1980: 342) or 
perhaps to a representative delegation of the church (Larkin 1995: 307).[1] 
On the following day, Paul and his entourage meet with James and the 


elders (on elders, see Acts 11:27-30). It is clear that James functions as the 
leader of this community. The description suggests a formal meeting 
(Roloff 1988: 314). Apostles, such as Peter and John, are no longer in the 
city. Paul tells his hosts of all that has happened with the Gentiles in his 
ministry. Such summaries appear elsewhere in Acts (14:27; 15:3-4, 12). 

Citing Rom. 15:30-31, Barrett (1998: 1005) suggests that Luke 
understates the problem here. Although Luke is positive and diplomatic, 
on the basis of what Luke goes on to say it is clear that tensions do exist. 
The clearest indication of tension is that the elders with James make a 
suggestion about Paul making a vow, that he should do this out of concern 
for Jews zealous about the law (vv. 20-24). This will indicate Paul's respect 
for the law when it comes to Jewish practice. Paul is not alone in hearing 
this discussion, as the “we” source is still present, although after verse 18 
the reference to “we” is lacking until Acts 27. 

The report about what God has done with the Gentiles is well known to 
readers of Acts at this point, so Luke does not go into detail. The point, 
however, shows that Paul does represent the divine ministry for the 
Gentiles to the Jerusalem church. Once again, as always in Acts, God is 
responsible for the outreach (esp. 15:12, 14; also 14:27; 20:24). It may be 
that the reference to “ministry” (61aKoviac, diakonias) alludes to the 
collection here, as this is the term used in Rom. 15:30-31 (also 2 Cor. 8:4; 
9:1, 12-13). More likely, however, it is a reference to the ministry in 


general, since God is said to direct it. Luke seems to know about the 
collection (Acts 24:17) but chooses not to note it here. 


21:20-21 The news about the Gentiles leads to God being glorified (note 
&60&aCov, edoxazon, which is in the imperfect tense, ongoing glorification). 
But there is a concern. A strong contingent of thousands (uupidéec, 
myriades) of Jewish believers also respect the law, being zealous for it. This 
is probably hyperbole for a significant response. The phrase “zealous of 
the law” (CnAwtai tod vópov, zélotai tou nomou) has a rich background, as it 
was used in 1 Maccabees of faithful Jews who stood up against the 
increasing hellenization of Judaism (1 Macc. 2:42; 2 Macc. 4:2; 1QS 1.7; 
6.13-14; Fitzmyer 1998: 693). 

The Jewish population in the Jerusalem church is significant. Acts 2-6 
records thousands of Jews responding (2:41; 4:4; 6:7). In other words, the 
church has made inroads in the city, whose population is estimated to 
have been about thirty to fifty thousand. 

They have been told that Paul teaches Jews living among the Gentiles to 
forsake Moses by not having children circumcised and by not observing 
customs (also raised in 24:5-6, 13-21; 25:8). The language is of “defection” 
(ärtootaoiav, apostasian) from Moses. The term is often used of religious 
apostasy (Josh. 22:22; 2 Chron. 29:19; 1 Macc. 2:15; Barrett 1998: 1008). The 
tractate m. "Abot 3.12, condemning someone who gives such an 
instruction, declares that such a person has no place in the world to come. 
Philo, as a Diaspora Jew, calls for respect toward the law and explicitly 
mentions the Sabbath and feasts (Migration 16 $$87-92). The issue here is 
not what Gentiles do, since Acts 15 took care of how to treat Gentiles. The 
question is what Jews should do. In Jerusalem there is concern that 
respect should be shown for the law. 

This follows what Paul taught, as 1 Cor. 7:18 has Paul teach Jews not to 
undo their circumcision, although verse 19 notes that circumcision is 
nothing ultimately (cf. Gal. 6:15). Paul's remarks about the law look to 
downplay the law, deal with soteriology, or treat relations with Gentiles 
(Gal. 2:1-14; 3:10-25; Rom. 3:19-20, 31; Marshall 1980: 344). Thus practices 
tied to the law are probably a “weak” thing without being prohibited 
(Rom. 14:15; 1 Cor. 8:10). Justin Martyr (Dial. 47) describes Jews who keep 


the law without having a problem from their Gentile brothers. On the 
other hand, on matters where Gentiles are involved, freedom seems to be 


advised (Gal. 2:12-14; 1 Cor. 10:25, 27). So the likelihood is that Paul does 
not teach nonobservance, but neither does he insist on observance where 
Gentiles are involved. But Paul also understands context, as the way Paul 


handled Timothy’s religious status in Acts 16:3 shows. The way this charge 
is presented suggests that it is a rumor that needs to be dealt with wisely, 


as the passive “they were told” (xatnxnBnoav, katechethesan) leaves the 
informants unidentified. Jervell (1998: 529) argues that this event is 


historical and reflects where Paul's thinking ends up, in contrast to the 
views expressed in Galatians and 1 Thessalonians. The differing context, 
however, may be more relevant to its historicity. 


21:22-24 Paul's presence in Jerusalem means that something needs to be 
done, since the Jews will know he is in the city. The church therefore asks 
him to take a vow and pay for four others so that all may know he respects 
the law. Paul has already been described as having taken a vow himself 
(18:18), and so this is not something Paul opposes doing. Four options for 
this vow exist (Marshall 1980: 345 has three): 


1. The purification for Paul is to restore purity after he has traveled in 
Gentile areas; for the others, it is an affirmation of their Nazirite vow 
of at least thirty days (m. Naz. 6.3). In this view, the payment for 
sacrifices (see v. 26) and the shaving of the head are part of the 
observance of the law. The OT and Jewish roots here include the 
Nazirite vow (Num. 6:2-21) and restoring purity generally (Num. 6:9— 
10; 19:12; m. ’Ohol. 2.3). Fitzmyer (1998: 694) and Schneider (1982: 310) 
note that this might be what is taking place. Also, Str-B 2:759 has a 
discussion of the Jewish background and takes this view (m. Naz. 6.5- 
8.2). Larkin (1995: 308-9) sees it as the solution. 

2. Haenchen (1987: 61013, 611) rejects this option and prefers the idea 
that Paul shares in the end of their vow for its remaining duration of 
a week (also Marshall 1980: 345; Witherington 1998: 649). 

3. Bruce (1988a: 407) suggests that the four men have contracted 
uncleanness themselves during their vow and need to restore their 
purity as well, 


4, Paul's cleansing is not for having been in Gentile territory but is tied 
to the completion of his own vow, noted in 18:18, along with four 
men who are also from overseas. Jervell (1998: 526) considers the 


possibility that this is what Paul’s vow is about whereas the four men 
are undertaking Nazirite vows. 


The last view is difficult given the years that have passed since Paul 
made his vow and the lack of a mention that the four men are from 
overseas. Barrett (1998: 1011) says that no option is entirely satisfactory, 
but it should be noted that any of these first three options is possible. Le 
Cornu and Shulam (2003: 1186, 1190-91) see the men as completing a 
Nazirite vow (see also my comments above on 18:18), while Paul is dealing 
with general uncleanness. We simply lack enough detail and Luke’s 
account is so compact that we cannot know which scenario is correct. 
Gaventa (2003: 299-300) says that we simply do not know what is meant. 
The shaving of heads does point to a Nazirite vow somewhere in the 
action (Josephus, J.W. 2.15.1 §313; Ant. 19.6.1 §§293—94). This leans in the 
direction of the first option. Acts 21:27 tells us that Paul’s vow is for a 
week, probably for Gentile uncleanness as he approaches the temple (see 
Num. 19:11-13 on analogy with cleansing for touching a dead body; also 
see m. Naz. 7.3 for various causes of uncleanness). The hope is that by his 
acting in accordance with the law, the remarks made that Paul has taught 
against the law will be refuted. There is no ambush of Paul here as some 


more skeptical readings about James’s request suggest. This view is 
discussed and rightly rejected by Bruce (1990: 446). Nor is it likely that the 
collection money is used for this, as Haenchen (1987: 614) suggests. There 
is no clear evidence for either of these suggestions. Paul’s reaction does 
not fit with the “ambush” theory, and the collection money goes to the 
Jerusalem church as intended. 


21:25 The distinction between practice for Jews and Gentiles is made clear. 
With respect to the Gentiles, the church’s position is established, as the 
letter tied to the Jerusalem Council showed (15:22-29). The four 
prohibitions noted there are repeated (they should not be involved with 
sacrifices to idols, blood, that which is strangled, and immorality). What 


James is asking for here does not change that earlier decision. Paul is not 
hearing this for the first time here, but James is making clear the 


distinction. The remark also follows Luke’s tendency to repeat key points 


in his book. 


21:26 The next day Paul carries out the initiation of the vow in the temple 
as they all purify themselves and give notice of the length of the vow. 
They also bring the appropriate sacrifices. For the four men, for whose 
sacrifices Paul pays, this would involve a male and female lamb, a ram, and 


cereal and drink offerings (Num. 6:14-15; Polhill 1992: 448-49). Unlike the 
completion of the vow, the initiation of it apparently brought no 


controversy—at least Luke mentions none. Paul is sensitive to Jewish 
Christian concerns, especially in Jerusalem. 

In sum, what we see here is Paul being asked to act with cultural 
sensitivity to the Jewish context he now finds himself in, without 
compromising the gospel. He is quite willing to do so for the sake of the 
unity it may create. Oftentimes we may be asked, in ministry or in a given 
community, to engage in neutral practices that are culturally driven, not 
because we have to but because it may prevent unnecessary static from 
getting in the way of sharing the gospel or doing damage to the unity of 
the church. This represents a curb of freedoms. Still, it can be well 
advised, especially when one is visiting another context. Stott (1990: 342) 


cites a remark by F. F. Bruce: “A truly emancipated spirit like Paul’s is not 
in bondage to its own emancipation.” Liberty is a great thing, but 
sometimes the expression of liberty can be counterproductive. Paul 
sensed that James’s request made sense, so he willingly restricted his 
freedom. Paul taught this in other areas as well, as Rom. 14-15 also 
indicates. Both men show a generous spirit in interacting with each other, 
which is always an indication of a healthy relationship. Neither is making 
a power play against the other. 


Additional Notes 


21:23. Some Alexandrian texts (X, B) have the phrase “on their own” to describe the four men's 
initiative in taking a vow. 


21:25. The Western text (D) and Byz have a more paraphrastic reading of the introduction to the 
prohibition (“judging nothing of these to keep themselves from except”), which is distinct from 
the wording of Acts 15:28. Although some scholars argue that the phrase was deleted because of 
the difference, it fits with an expansion earlier in the verse and so seems to be a variant rather 
than original (Metzger 1971: 485). 


2. The Riot and the Arrest at the Temple (21:27- 
36) 


When Paul returns to complete the vow a week later, a riot ensues 
around the false claim that he has brought a Gentile into the temple 
area (vv. 27-29). Paul is seized and dragged out of the temple, where 
he is beaten (v. 30). The tribune, seeing the chaos, enters the scene, so 
that those beating Paul stop (vv. 31-32). The tribune arrests Paul and, 
as the crowd shouts, takes Paul to the barracks (vv. 33-34). As they 
reach the barracks, the crowd is still crying that he be taken away (vv. 
35-36). The scene becomes the occasion for the first defense speech 
of Paul (21:37-22:21). It shows that Paul is not the problem, and that 
zealous Jews unjustly disturbed the peace. A pious Paul has ended up 
in prison. A faithful, worshiping Jewish believer is falsely seen as 
disobedient. 

The vivid narrative is likely rooted in local sources, as such an 
event would be well known. Fitzmyer (1998: 696) simply calls this a 
Pauline source. Roloff (1988: 316) calls them “good, trustworthy 
sources.” B&chard (2003: 233) speaks of traditional sources in this 
passage and the others running through Acts 22:29, arguing for a mix 
of tradition and redaction in these texts (tradition in 21:27-29, 31b— 
33, 34c-35, 37-39a; 22:1, 22-29). The details of his reconstruction, 
however, assume too much confidence in being able to tell where 
ideas break and largely leave the following speech out of such 
consideration, which is unlikely. 


Exegesis and Exposition 


27When the seven days were almost completed, the Jews from Asia, seeing him in the temple, 
stirred up all the crowd and laid hands on him, 28crying out, “Men of Israel, help! This is the man 
who is teaching men everywhere against the people and the law and this place; moreover he also 
brought Greeks into the temple and has defiled this holy place.” 29For they had previously seen 
Trophimus the Ephesian with him in the city, whom they supposed Paul had brought into the 
temple. 30Then the whole city was aroused, and the people ran together; seizing Paul, they were 
dragging him out of the temple, and immediately shut the gates. 31And as they were trying to kill 
him, word came to the tribune of the cohort that all Jerusalem was in confusion. 32At once taking 
soldiers and centurions, he ran down to them; and seeing the tribune and the soldiers, the people 
stopped beating Paul. 33Then the tribune, drawing near, arrested him and ordered him to be 
bound with two chains. He was inquiring who he might be and what he had done. 34Some in the 
crowd shouted one thing, some another; and not learning the facts because of the uproar, he 
ordered him to be brought into the barracks. 35And when he came to the steps, he was actually 
carried by the soldiers because of the violence of the crowd; 36for the multitude of people 
followed, crying, “Away with him!” 


21:27-30 Paul's attempt to complete his vow runs into extreme danger. 
Cleansing tied to the vow would be required on days three and seven 
(Num. 19:12). Itis day seven that is now in view. Jews from Asia recognize 
him and stir up a crowd by making two sets of claims. 

The first charge is that Paul teaches against the people, the law, and the 
temple. This charge is like that made against Stephen in Acts 6:11-14 
(Köster, TDNT 8:204-5). Köster’s claim that this charge is not based in 
tradition is misguided. It is quite unlikely that the church would not know 
why Paul had been arrested. 

The second charge is that Paul has brought Greeks into the temple area 
and has defiled it. The reference to defiling is intensive, as a perfect tense 
(Kekolvwkev, kekoinöken) is used; the effect of his action is that the sacred 
space stands desecrated (BDF §342.4). Paul's view of his relationship to 
Judaism appears in 24:14-16. The irony is that as Paul seeks to support his 
Jewish roots, he is accused of not caring about them (Larkin 1995: 312). 
The charge against “this man” is like other charges in Luke, where the 
man in question is not named (Luke 23:4, 14; Acts 4:16; 5:28; Pesch 1986b: 
225). 

Gentiles were not allowed into the main temple area (m. Mid. 2.3; 
Josephus, Ant. 15.11.5 8417 [notes that a Gentile who entered was subject 
to death]; J.W. 5.5.2 989193-94; 6.2.4 88124-25; m. Kelim 1.8; b. “Erub. 104b). 
Four-and-a-half-foot tall stone markers inscribed in Greek and Latin in the 


outer court that surrounded the Court of Women announced to foreigners 
that they were prohibited from entering the sanctuary (Wikenhauser 


1961: 242). Two of these notices have been found. They read, “No foreigner 
may enter within the barricade which surrounds the temple and 
enclosure. Anyone who is caught trespassing will bear personal 


responsibility for his ensuing death” (Bruce 1988a: 409). Four concentric 
rectangular inner courts of the temple precincts were for Jews, with 
restriction tightened as one moved inward. Gentiles were permitted in an 
outer court, outside the fourth court, the one for women. The four inner 
courts were the courts of women, then men, then the holy place for 
priests, and finally the holy of holies, where access was most restricted: 
only the high priest could enter just once a year, on the Day of Atonement 
(Polhill 1992: 452). In the Mishnah, there is a text that speaks often 


ascending degrees of holiness within Israel’s land: (1) a walled city, (2) 
within the walls of Jerusalem, (3) the temple mount, (4) the rampart, (5) 
the court of women, (6) the court of the Israelites, (7) the court ofthe 
priests, (8) the area between the porch and altar, (9) the sanctuary, and 
(10) the holy of holies (m. Kelim 1.6-9; Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 1194— 
95). The inner court (item 6) is the issue here. 

The issue is racial and concerns the temple’s sanctity. The charge also 
confirms in the eyes of those who make it that Paul does not care to follow 
the law. The accusers mistakenly suppose that Paul has brought 
Trophimus of Ephesus (Acts 20:4) into the temple area. As Jews from Asia, 
and so possibly from Ephesus, they may well have recognized Trophimus 
and thought that one of the men with Paul is he. 

The city is stirred up. It is a common Lukan hyperbole to refer to the 
entire city as a way of saying a disturbance is widespread. Sometimes the 
verb kivéw (kineo) means “shake,” but here, where it refers to a crowd, it 
means “be emotionally aroused” or “agitated” (BAGD 432 §2b; BDAG 545 
§2b). They seize Paul, take him outside the temple, and, dragging him 
outside the inner court, shut the gates and begin to beat him, possibly in 
the court of the Gentiles if not further outside the temple. The verb eiAkov 
(heilkon, drag) is imperfect, vividly depicting the step-by-step process: 
“They were dragging him out of the temple.” It is here, in an area where 
the tribune could go, that the Roman officer tries to deal with the 


situation. This is the last scene dealing with the temple in Acts. It pictures 
rejection of the one bringing God’s message. 


21:31-33 A report of the situation quickly reaches the Roman garrison, 
which is stationed adjacent to the premises. Recognizing a dangerous 
situation, the tribune, in charge of a cohort of a thousand men, makes an 
appearance to calm things. A cohort consists of about three-quarters 
infantry and one-quarter cavalry (760 troops and the remainder on horse; 
Wikenhauser 1961: 243). The troops likely come from the fortress known 
as Antonia, located on a hill on the northwest corner of the temple. 
Josephus, J.W. 5.5.8 88238-47, describes it in some detail (also Ant. 5.11.4 
88403-8; 18.4.3 892). The location allows them to keep an eye on the 
potentially volatile temple without violating its sanctity, from one of the 
turrets just over a hundred feet high. If a problem arises, they can react 
quickly, using two sets of stairs running from the fortress into the outer 
court. The tribune appears, probably with a significant contingent of his 
forces, since at least two centurions are with him (note the plural 
exatovtápyxac, hekatontarchas). This suggests a force of at least two 
hundred men. The tribune’s presence indicates the situation’s potential 
seriousness. The beating of Paul stops. Acts 23:26 and 24:22 tell us that the 
tribune’s name is Claudius Lysias. He arrests Paul and binds him with two 
chains, probably to a soldier on each side (12:6). He has not come to rescue 
Paul but to stop a potential riot. The effect of his action is that Paul's life 
likely is saved from the very zealous Jews who seek to kill him. Paul is also 
under Roman authority. His legal fate is in their hands. Roman presence 
has proved to be a protection. 

As predicted in general terms in 21:11, a Jewish reaction has led to Paul 
being bound. The tribune “was inquiring” about what has happened. The 
verb énuvOaveto (epynthaneto) is in the imperfect tense. He was seeking to 
determine the cause of the chaos. The mood of the scene is much like the 
riot in Ephesus in 19:21-40, 


21:34-36 The effort to determine what has occurred also meets with 
confusion. People in the crowd are shouting different things. Agitation 


and clamor rule in the crowd, making an “uproar” (8dpuBoc, thorybos; 


BAGD 363 81; BDAG 458 81; Philo, Flaccus 14 8120; 3 Macc. 5:48; Josephus, 


J.W. 1.10.4 $201; 2.21.5 $611). This leaves the tribune unable to obtain 
certainty about the facts, and so he withdraws to the barracks. Paul has to 


be carried there by the soldiers because of the crowd’s violence. This 
likely is for his protection rather than because of any serious injuries, as 
he will speak shortly. His being bound would limit his ability to defend 
himself. In the NT, only Luke uses the term Biav (bian, violence; Acts 5:26; 
21:35; 27:41 [of the violent surf of the sea]). The scene ends with the 
people following the soldiers, crying out at the same time that Paul be 


taken away. In effect they are saying, “Good riddance, judge him!” (see 
22:22). The mood is like the choice to free Barabbas and execute Jesus 
(Luke 23:18; John 19:15). The bulk of Jerusalem has reacted now against 
Jesus, Peter, John, Stephen, and Paul. For Acts, this is a final, key rejection 
of the gospel (Roloff 1988: 318, who sees the city left behind, as no more 
mention of it takes place; Pesch 1986b: 227). 

In sum, this passage introduces us to a journey of suffering and injustice 
that Paul will experience as an innocent man arrested for his commitment 
to the gospel. In the chapters that follow, we will see him trust God and 
yet argue his case, never losing sight of the fact that the proper 
representation of the gospel is of more importance than his own freedom. 
In addition, nothing Paul does evidences a threat to the state even though 


his opponents claimed this about Paul's teaching. Paul works within the 
legal system of Rome to the best of his ability. He does not try to undercut 
the rule of law, attempting to let justice, which sometimes can be very 
slow, play itself out. At the same time, he will utilize what is available to 
him within the law to do as much as he can to defend himself. By this 


manner of defense, he enhances the gospel’s credibility, for he does not 
look like many others who might do whatever it takes to escape. The 
difference and the patience shown are a part of the testimony to those 
who do not yet appreciate the gospel. 


3. Paul Defends Himself (21:37-22:29) 


This scene has three parts. First, in a short exchange between Paul 
and the tribune, Paul is able to identify himself and explain that he is 


not an Egyptian rebel (21:37-39). Second, there is Paul’s first defense 


speech in Acts (21:40-22:21). All of Paul’s speeches from this point on 
concern his defense. The themes are that he is a faithful Jew, 


responding to the promise of God at God’s direct leading. God has 
brought him from persecutor to believer. In this first speech, Paul 


highlights his conversion at Damascus (22:6-11) after reviewing his 


Jewish past as a persecutor (22:1-5). He reviews his calling (22:12-16). 
He also tells of the Lord leading him to leave Jerusalem because of the 


danger facing him there (22:17-21). The mention of being sent to 
Gentiles brings the speech to a halt. These remarks and reactions 


parallel an earlier reaction to Jesus in Luke 4:16-30. Third, the crowd 
reacts, causing the tribune to take Paul into the barracks, where 


Paul’s Roman citizenship is revealed (22:22-29). 


This scene begins Paul’s defense and journey to Rome. It marks the 
end of missionary travel. Now Paul is under arrest. Spencer (2004: 


212) calls the unit from here to the end of Acts “Prisoner’s Progress.” 
It is amixture of travel narratives and defense speeches and it covers 
a full quarter of Acts, indicating its importance. Paul and the ministry 
to the Gentiles that he has just narrated and represents are being 
defended here as a fulfillment of the original call of God to Israel. 
This call is a part ofthe hope that came with Jesus, along with 
resurrection to life. This is the gospel: the offer of unbroken life with 
God to people of every nation through Jesus the Christ. The 
apologetic here is more about the promise of God than about 
defending oneself before Rome. This is the first of three major 


defense speeches (24:10-21; 26:2-23 are the others). These speeches 


likely are summaries of what Paul said on such occasions. 
Witherington (1998: 660-61) notes that the speeches from this point 
on are forensic, not deliberative, in their rhetorical form. A 
characteristic of such speeches is to defend the character of the 
accused (Witherington 1998: 665). Carrying out God's call with 
character is a core element of Paul's defense. 

The bulk of this section presents a brief biographical review of Paul 
in speech form. It begins and ends with Paul noting that he used to 
persecute Jesus’s followers. The central portion of the speech reviews 
his experience on the Damascus road. Weiser (1985: 607) argues, with 
almost all others, that the scene is entirely a construction of Luke 
(Haenchen 1987: 620-21 [“unhistorical”]; but see evaluation of Weiser 
by Barrett 1998: 1032-33). This skeptical view sees particular 
difficulty at several points: (1) the tumultuous crowd suddenly 
becomes quiet for Paul, (2) the tribune agrees to let him address 
them, (3) the speech does not address the temple circumstances at all 
but recounts Paul's past, and (4) there are other stylistic parallels. 
Roloff (1988: 319-20) states that the speech is aimed at Luke’s 
readers. Marshall (1980: 352-53) notes these points and argues for a 
Lukan compactness in the scene, presenting the essence of Paul’s 
witness on such an occasion. Marshall’s take may be correct, but it 
also may give too much credence to the questions raised about the 
scene. It may well be that the tribune, thinking that others have 
made the same misidentification as he has, allows Paul the chance to 
set his identity straight, in hopes that this might calm things, 
especially given the social status Paul has. Witherington (1998: 664) 
focuses on this point. Although the claim is that Paul’s speech does 
not address the current temple circumstance, the speech does 
present Paul as a faithful Jew following God’s call. His speech is also 
interrupted with the mention of the Gentiles, which is the issue of 
the setting, so that he never reaches the temple situation. It is not 
unusual for speakers in Acts not to make it to the conclusion of their 


speech (e.g., Stephen, Peter at Cornelius’s, Paul in Athens). 


This interruption also speaks to the speech’s essential authenticity. 


Fitzmyer (1998: 703) says that it may be derived from Luke’s Pauline 
source. Barrett (1998: 1031) also questions if this speech is merely 
literary. Why would Luke invent a speech that does not address the 
situation as directly as it could? It is quite likely that the presentation 


does summarize well what has taken place (Williams 1990: 372-73; 


Polhill 1992: 456). Witherington (1998: 667-68) notes that the speech 
does not have the opportunity to present proofs but does contain an 


exordium in vv. 1-2 and a narratio in vv. 3-21. The complaints about 
the scene, then, are exaggerated. 

All agree that one point of the speech is to distinguish the 
Christians from violent, politically motivated movements. In other 


words, this “new” faith is no political risk to Rome. Paul also is not 
anti-Jewish. His work is in line with promise, so the “new” faith has 


“old” roots. Luke spends more time on the defense speeches than he 
does on the missionary addresses. There are 97 verses of defense 
speech, which represent 39 percent of the prison-defense section. 
This compares with 47 verses of Pauline missionary speech, or 21 
percent of the missionary section. There are 239 prison verses and 
226 missionary verses. This shows that Paul the defender of the faith 
is as important as, if not more important than, Paul the preacher of 


the faith. This fits with Luke’s goal. Part of what Theophilus needs is 
the reassurance Paul gives about the roots of the faith. The Way is 


rooted in God's promise and is moved by God's direction. Paul's 
defense speeches speak not only for Paul but also for the Way, since 
he represents the natural extension of what the promise calls for, the 
taking of the message to all people (Luke 24:47). 


Exegesis and Exposition 


21:37As Paul was about to be brought into the barracks, he said to the tribune, “Is it proper for 
me to say something to you?” And he said, “Do you know Greek? 38Are you not the Egyptian who 
recently rose up in a revolt by leading the four thousand men of the Assassins out into the 


wilderness?” 39Paul replied, “I am a Jew, from Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no mean city; | beg you, 
permit me to speak to the people.” #%And when he had given him leave, Paul, standing on the 
steps, motioned with his hand to the people; and when there was a great hush, he spoke to them 
in the language used by the Hebrews, saying: 

22:1“Brothers and fathers, hear the defense which | now make before you.” 

2And hearing that he addressed them in the Hebrew language, they were the more quiet. And 
he said: 

3“l am a Jew, born at Tarsus in Cilicia but brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, being 
educated according to the strict manner of the law of our fathers, a zealot for God as you all are 
this day. 41 persecuted this Way to the death, binding and delivering to prison both men and 
women, Seven as the high priest bears me witness along with the whole council of elders. From 
them | received letters for the [Jewish] brethren, and | journeyed to Damascus, intending to take 
those also who were there, bringing those [believers] there in bonds to Jerusalem to be punished. 

6“As | made my journey and drew near to Damascus, about noon a great light from heaven 
suddenly shone about me. “And falling to the ground, | heard a voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, 
why are you persecuting me?” 8And | answered, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ And he said to me, ‘| am 
Jesus the Nazorean, whom you are persecuting. 9Now those who were with me saw the light" 7 
but did not hear the voice of the one who was speaking to me. 

10“And | said, ‘What shall | do, Lord?’ And the Lord said to me, ‘Get up, and go into Damascus, 
and there you will be told all that stands appointed for you to do.’ 11And when I could not see 
because of the brightness of that light, | was led by the hand by those who were with me, and 
came into Damascus. 

12“And a certain Ananias, a pious man according to the law, being testified to by all the Jews 
who lived "there", 13coming to me and standing, said to me, ‘Brother Saul, receive your sight. 
And in that very hour | received my sight and saw him. 14And he said, ‘The God of our fathers 
appointed you to know his will, to see the Just One and to hear an utterance from his mouth; !>for 
you will be a witness for him to all men of what you have seen and heard. 16And now why do you 
wait? Get up and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on his name. 

17“When | had returned to Jerusalem and was praying in the temple, | fell into a trance 18and 
saw him saying to me, ‘Make haste and get quickly out of Jerusalem, because they will not accept 
your testimony about me. 19And I said, ‘Lord, they themselves know that in one synagogue after 
another I was imprisoning and beating those who believed in you. 2°And when the blood of 
Stephen your witness was shed, | also was standing by and approving, and keeping the garments 
of those who killed him? 21And he said to me, ‘Depart; for | will send you far away to the Gentiles.’ 

22Up to this word they listened to him; then they lifted up their voices saying, “Away with such a 
fellow from the earth! For he ought not to live.” 23And as they were crying out and throwing off 
their garments and throwing dust into the air, 24the tribune commanded him to be brought into 
the barracks and ordered him to be examined by scourging to find out why they shouted thus 
against him. 25But when they had stretched him out for the thongs, Paul said to the centurion 
who was standing by, “Is it lawful for you to scourge a Roman citizen uncondemned?” 26The 
centurion, hearing that and going to the tribune, said to him, “What are you about to do? For this 
man is a Roman citizen.” 27So, coming, the tribune said to him, “Tell me, are you a Roman 
citizen?” And he said, “Yes.” 28The tribune answered, “I bought this citizenship for a large sum.” 
Paul said, “But | was born a citizen.” 29So those who were about to interrogate him withdrew from 


him instantly; and the tribune also was afraid, for he realized that Paul was a Roman citizen and 
that he had bound him. 


21:37-39 Paul asks for permission to address the tribune in Greek. This 
move causes the tribune to think that Paul is an Egyptian rebel who led 
four thousand men into the desert. Marshall (1980: 352) notes that the 
question “Are you not the Egyptian?” expects a positive answer, The use of 
oùk (ouk) indicates this expectation, and when combined with äpa (ara), it 
indicates astonishment that this is who may be present (BDF §440.2). 
Paul’s Greek and the tumult that has taken place lead the man to this 
conclusion. Greek was widely spoken in Egypt, the lingua franca of the 
age, and it was not unknown in Israel (Gaventa 2003: 305). Paul’s origin 
from Tarsus, however, would make him a Greek speaker from a young age. 

The activities of this Egyptian rebel are summarized in Josephus (J.W. 
2.13.5 §§261-63 [he gathered thirty thousand in the wilderness]; Ant. 
20.8.6 §§169—72; Barnett 1981: 681-83). He attracted followers during the 
time of Felix and said he would bring down the walls of Jerusalem, much 
like Jericho. When the Romans attacked as he approached the Mount of 
Olives, he escaped and never appeared again, although four hundred died 
and two hundred were captured. These attack numbers from the 
Antiquities are more likely closer to being correct than the numbers in the 
Jewish War (Bruce 1990: 452).|1] Bruce places this attack about three years 
earlier than the current scene. Apparently, the tribune thinks that Paul is 
that insurrectionist. The description of the Egyptian’s men as oıkapiwv 
(sikariön) identifies them as political troublemakers. This term, which 
means “dagger men,” became a reference to other political 
revolutionaries of the 60s in Israel, also known as assassins, who caused 
Rome to overrun the nation in AD 70. Josephus (J.W. 2.13.3 88254-57; Ant. 
20.8.5 $8164-65; 20.8.10 §§185-87) clearly distinguishes between the 
Egyptian and the group known as the sicarii, as his separate discussion 
indicates (Foakes-Jackson and Lake 1920-33: 1.421-25; M. Smith 1971: 3). 
Luke uses the term generically (Fitzmyer 1998: 700; for the view that sicarii 
might be at work in the plot to kill Paul in Acts 23:12-15, see, O. Betz, 
TDNT 7:281). 


Paul corrects the tribune, identifying himself as a Jew from Tarsus (Acts 


9:11, 30; 11:25) and asking to speak to the people. Paul’s hometown was 
known as a cultural center of Hellenism, rhetoric, and Stoic philosophy 


(Strabo, Geogr. 14.4.12-15; 14.5.13-15; Witherington 1998: 662-63; Schnabel 


2004: 1056-58). It had several hundred thousand inhabitants. Noted for its 
textile industry, it was a center for trade and possessed a lively literary 
and philosophical tradition (Larkin 1995: 316). With Ephesus and Smyrna, 
it was furthest east of the key cities running along the edge of the coast of 
Asia Minor. 


Paul is portrayed as a cultured man. The expression “no mean city” 
(o0K Gonpov TrókEwc, ouk asemou poleös) is a litotes for a city of 
significance (Euripides, Ion 8 [of Athens]; Strabo, Geogr. 8.6.15). Paul is 
seeking to make his significant background clear to the soldier (Rengstorf, 
TDNT 7:267). One thing Paul is not is a political threat to Rome (Jervell 
1998: 539). 


21:40 The tribune grants the request, which Conzelmann (1987: 184) sees 


as “inconceivable,” but given that Paul is a Jew, perhaps the tribune thinks 
that the crowd can be quelled by noting a crucial misidentification like the 
one the tribune has made. So Paul motions to the people and addresses 


them in a “Hebrew” dialect, a likely reference to Aramaic (EPpatór, 
Hebraidi; BAGD 213; BDAG 270; Acts 22:2; 26:14; but Larkin 1995: 316 sees 
Hebrew being used). Fitzmyer (1998: 701) notes that when this term is 
used elsewhere in the NT, the transcriptions reveal that Aramaic was 
spoken (John 5:2; 19:13, 17, 20; 20:16; Rev. 9:11; 16:16). This was the most 
common lingua franca for Jews of the time. If Paul wished to be 
understood by most Jews, he would use Aramaic. Philostratus, Life Apoll. 
6.34, shows that it was possible for Paul as a Jew to be a citizen of a 
Hellenistic city Johnson 1992: 383). 


22:1 Paul now makes his defense before the crowd. Because it is delivered 
in Aramaic, it is not a defense to and for Rome but for the faith in which 
Jews should also share (Jervell 1998: 539). The noun émoAoyia (apologia) 
identifies the speech as a defense (the verb änoAoy£onaı, apologeomai, 
speak in one’s defense, 24:10; 25:8, 16; 26:1-2, 24). An dmoAoyia is a defense 
speech in which one makes the case for what one is doing or believing.[2] 


Such speeches dominate the closing section of Acts. Paul argues that he is 
being faithful to God in preaching about Jesus as the divine promise. 
Although this is a “new” faith, it has old roots. Establishing this fact is 
important in a culture where a religion is valued for its age. This cultural 
defense of Christianity is one of the major points of the book of Acts. Paul 
opens by addressing “brothers and fathers,” suggesting that some of the 
leaders of the nation are present (7:2). 


22:2 As Paul uses the “Hebrew dialect” (see 21:40), the crowd becomes 
quieter. With the Romans protecting him, the people seem to deem it wise 
to let him speak. 


22:3 Paul summarizes his autobiography in verses 3-5. He begins with his 
roots: a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia (9:11; 21:39). After coming to 
Jerusalem, he was educated under the respected teacher Gamaliel (5:34; m. 
'Abot 1.4) according to the strict order of the law. Although scholars 
debate whether “this city” is Tarsus or Jerusalem, it is more likely that 
instruction by a rabbi took place in Jerusalem (Barrett 1998: 1035-36; 
Jeremias 1969b). Thus Paul is a Pharisee in terms of education, a law- 
abiding Jew (Gal. 1:14; Rom. 10:2; Phil. 3:6). This point touches directly on 
the charge that he does not have regard for the law. He even notes that his 
zeal for the law is like that of the crowd, implying that he understands 
what is motivating them (zeal: Ps. 69:9; 1 Macc. 2:26-27, 58; Jdt. 9:4). By 
noting his own respect for and understanding of the law, Paul’s opening 
remarks provide important background to help calm the crowd. Three 
standard themes in the Pauline biography are highlighted: (1) born in the 
cultured city of Tarsus, (2) raised there, and (3) instructed as a good 
Pharisee by Gamaliel (Bertram, TDNT 5:619). This is the first of a three- 
part argument in the speech: “I was where you were” (vv. 3-5), “I was 
called by God” (vv. 6-14), and “I was called to be a witness to the nations” 
(vv. 15-21). 


22:4-5 Paul was a persecutor who even delivered men and women ofthe 
Way (Acts 9:2) to prison (8:3). The persecution extended to supporting the 
death of some, a likely allusion to Stephen and another parallel to Acts 9, 


where he “breathed murder.” He went from threat to act (26:10; 1 Cor. 
15:9; Gal. 1:13; Phil. 3:6; 1 Tim. 1:13). He knows that the high priest and 
other leaders can testify to this. He even had letters from the high priest 
and elders with authority to go to the Damascus brethren, that is, the Jews 
there, and bring some members of the Way back to Jerusalem in bonds 


(Acts 9:1-2). The elders’ presence behind the letters is another increase in 
detail over the Acts 9 account and refers to the Sanhedrin. The high priest 
then was Caiaphas, but now it is Ananias (23:2). The irony of Paul saying 
this while in bonds himself should not be missed. He was a zealot for God, 
but not according to knowledge (Rom. 10:2). God would change this. God 
can turn the persecutor into the pious. 


22:6-8 Once again Paul recounts the appearance of Jesus that was 
narrated in Acts 9, but here, as in Acts 26, the account is in the first person 
instead of the third person of Acts 9. The appearance began with a great 
heavenly light appearing about noon (26:13). Acts 22:11 speaks of the 
blindness that emerged in the day, a possible allusion to Deut. 28:28-29 
and a sign that disobedience is now being addressed. No time for the 
appearance was given in Acts 9, so this is a new detail in verse 6. In 
addition, the reference to the greatness of the light intensifies the account 
of Acts 9. Here we learn that the light was brighter than the midday sun. 
This was no dream or vision. A different term to describe the “glory” 
(Sóng, doxés) of the risen Jesus is used in Acts 9:3 (póc, phös, light). The 
reference to glory or light explains the source of Paul's blindness as an 
external, not an internal, event. Much of Acts 22:6-11 repeats 9:3-8. With 
Saul prostrate on the ground, a voice asked why Saul persecuted him. This 
led to the disclosure that the heavenly voice addressing Saul belonged to 
“Jesus the Nazorean, whom you are persecuting.” The addition of a 
reference to Nazareth intensifies the remark by highlighting Jesus’s 
earthly roots. 


22:9-11 Those present at the incident on the Damascus road saw a light 
but heard no voice, a probable reference to not comprehending rather 
than not hearing the voice, since 9:7 indicates that a voice, or at least 


sound, was heard. Wallace (1996: 133-34) notes that an attempt to argue 


for a distinction in meaning based on a difference in case for pwvi (phone, 
voice; here accusative but genitive in 9:7) does not work because there are 
too many exceptions to the rule (Matt. 2:9; Acts 3:23; Matt. 13:19; Acts 5:24, 
to name but a few). It is overinterpretation to suggest that Acts 9:7 says 
that they did not see the light whereas here it says they did. All that is said 
here is that they did not see anyone. For those with Saul, there was 
neither an appearance nor revelation. The point is that the others knew 
something happened and that Saul did not have a merely inner, 
psychological experience. Those with Paul, however, did not know exactly 
what took place. 

Saul responded with a question about what he should do. This adds to 
what Acts 9 relates. In addressing Jesus as Lord, he was indicating his 
respect for Jesus; here he is not concerned with how his Jewish audience 
will take this, since in this context its meaning is ambiguous as an address 
of respect to a superior. Jesus told Saul what would happen. In Damascus 
Saul would hear about what he stood appointed (t£taktaı, tetaktai) to do. 
The perfect-tense verb indicates that Paul is part of an established divine 
plan. In the later account at 26:16, Saul is given a commission at this point. 

Next Paul relates that he was blind from the brightness of the glory of 
the light. This refers to the Shechinah (2 Cor. 4:4-6). Those who were with 
him led Saul to Damascus. This is another intensified description, as Acts 9 
implied but did not directly state that brightness was the cause of Saul's 
blindness. 


22:12-16 Paul then speaks about the role of Ananias (9:13-14), a devout 
man according to the law and well spoken of by the Jews. He was the one 
through whom the Lord restored his sight. It may well be that the 
mention of Ananias the believer here is why the high priest Ananias was 
not named earlier, so that no confusion would result. The note about 
Ananias’s character shows that others who respected the law were 
responsive to Jesus. In 9:10 Ananias was described as a believer. Acts 22 
lacks any mention of a vision to Ananias. 

Ananias called Saul a brother and told him to receive his sight. The verb 
ávaBléno (anablepo) can mean either “look up” or “see again.” Saul now 
could see. Ananias then gave him a commission from the “God of our 
fathers,” yet another tie to the Jewish roots of the promise (3:13; 5:30; 7:32; 


Exod. 3:13, 15-16; Deut. 1:11, 21). God had appointed (npoeyeipioato, 
proecheirisato) Saul to know God’s will, see the Just One, and hear from him 
(Exod. 4:13; Josh. 3:12; 2 Macc. 3:7; 8:9; Acts 3:20; 26:16; Williams 1990: 376; 
Michaelis, TDNT 6:863). This detail is lacking in Acts 9, but 9:15 states that 
Saul is a chosen instrument of God, which is a similar idea. The Greek term 
for “appointed” in 22:14 (npoeyeipioato) is different from that used in 
22:10 (tétaktan, tetaktai). A key point in Paul's defense is that his calling 
came directly from God. 

The reference to Jesus as the Just One (tov Sikatov, ton dikaion) points to 
his exalted position and to the vindication of his innocence that Luke 23 
highlighted (for this title, see Acts 3:14; Jer. 23:5-6; 33:15; Zech. 9:9). Saul 
would now be a witness (uáptuc, martys) to the Just One before all men 
(Luke 24:48; Acts 9:15; 22:20; 26:16; Gal. 1:16; Eph. 3:7-9). The role of 
witness takes us back to Acts 1:8. Saul could testify to what he specifically 
had seen and heard, which is what his speech is now doing. The perfect 
tense for “see” and “hear” stresses the abiding effect of what has 
happened to him directly as a key to the witness (BDF §342.2). Jesus’s 
appearing to Saul allowed him to have this role of being a witness to the 
resurrection. 

The instruction was given for Saul to rise, to allow himself to be 
baptized so that his sins could be washed away. This language mirrors 
Peter’s call in Acts 2:38. The response of faith is described as calling on the 
name of the Lord (émxadeoupevos to Övona auToD, epikalesamenos to onoma 
autou), an expression initially presented at 2:21 (see the discussion there; 
Rom. 10:12-13; 1 Cor. 1:2). This means that Paul will call on Jesus’s name, 
an expression pointing to salvation. Such a faith invocation of God washes 
away sin with the cleansing symbolized in water baptism (Rom. 6:3-11; 1 
Cor. 6:11; Gal. 3:27). The call to be baptized is in the middle voice, which is 
not a reference to baptizing oneself but certainly to having himself 
baptized, that is, a “causative” middle (Polhill 1992: 461n39). Paul’s actions 
will lead to his baptism, but he does not baptize himself. More precisely, 
the middle voices Barrtıcaı (baptisai) and arıöAovoaı (apolousai) are 
permissive in force (Wallace 2000: 185; BDF $317). Saul was to allow the 
baptism and washing to take place.[3] 


22:17-18 From Damascus Paul returned to Jerusalem and went into the 
temple, again showing his piety and practice of following the law. There 
he was praying when he was directed by the Lord in a trance or vision (év 
EKOTAOEL, en ekstasei) to leave Jerusalem quickly, for the people would not 


accept his testimony about Jesus. Like Peter’s experience in 10:10, when 
he saw the vision of the sheets (also noted in 11:5), Paul was directed by 
the Lord, although this vision was not mentioned in Acts 9. 

Is the reference to the Lord a reference to God or Jesus? Jervell (1998: 
544) argues that God, as the highest authority, is meant, but the narrative 
flow suggests that the exalted Jesus was directing him. That is, the one 
speaking seems to be the same one who spoke in verses 13-16. Also in 
favor of Jesus is that the title “Lord” in verses 10 and 17 seems to point to 
the same speaker, This fits the pattern in Acts that Jesus or the Spirit 
guides people, not the Father directly (e.g., 23:11; the vision of Acts 9; 
Stephen’s vision of Jesus in Acts 7). In favor of God the Father would be 
that Paul was called to be God’s witness in verse 15 and Stephen was given 
the same description (“your witness”) in verse 20, Regardless, Paul sees 
this as a divine command. The ambiguity of the source of the utterance is 
no accident. In some passages, it is very difficult to ascertain who is 
speaking for God, whether it be the Father or the Son. Paul's state of 
consciousness was focused as God spoke directly to him (BAGD 245 82; 
BDAG 309). The passage may contain an allusion to Isa. 6:1-13 (O. Betz 
1970). 

The comment from God about a plot and the need for a hasty escape 
adds a new detail compared with Acts 9. In 9:29-30, it is the Jerusalem 
believers who surface a plot and have Paul slip away. However, in Acts 22 
Paul is warned by the Lord that such danger will come. Paul apparently 
was prepared when word of a plot came, or else Luke is telescoping the 
timing of these events. So again the description here intensifies the 
experience of Acts 9. This event took place so fast that in Gal. 1:17-18 Paul 
does not count it as a real visit. The Lord protected him from the start. 


22:19-20 Paul initially questioned the call to leave Jerusalem, since he 
thought he had credibility, given that he persecuted the new community 
by imprisonment and beating, including his support for the death of 


Stephen, another witness of the Lord (8:1). This is something those in 
Jerusalem know (10:28; 15:7; 20:18). The reference to the blood of Stephen 
refers to his martyrdom (shed blood: Exod. 24:6; Num. 35:33; Johnson 1992: 
391; Witherington 1998: 675). This statement also is new, not appearing in 
Acts 9. 


22:21 The Lord told Paul that he had another calling (“I will send you”; 
Isa. 6:9). It was to be sent far away to the Gentiles (13:46; 18:6; Rom. 11:13; 
Gal. 2:2, 7). This is the second mention that Paul would take the message 
to all, but here it is the distance he would travel to do it that is 
highlighted. Paul is claiming a new zeal for God, one rooted in revelation 
and knowledge. 

Paul's defense is that he was where the crowd is now, a persecutor and a 
faithful Jew; only God's direction has made him otherwise. If there is a 


complaint to be made about Gentiles being included in God's promise and 
message, Paul is not to blame. God is responsible for these events. Paul 
also identifies with the Jews in several verses (vv. 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 12-13). Paul's 
speech and faithfulness to the Jews show that he is living out what Jesus 
called for in the Sermon on the Plain (Luke 6:27-36), namely, to love one’s 
enemies. 


22:22-24 With the mention that Israel’s God has called him to invite the 
Gentiles into blessing, the crowd reacts, no doubt feeling somewhat 
confirmed in its suspicions about Paul's pro-Gentile attitudes. As in 21:36, 
the people cry that Paul should be taken away and does not deserve to live 
(also Luke 23:18; Acts 8:33; Barrett 1998: 1046). The imperfect verb 
kaBñkev (katheken, ought [not to live]) suggests that this has been their 
ongoing, settled view. The irony is that this is said in front of Gentiles, the 
Roman soldiers. The reaction is like that against Jesus in Luke 4:24-30, 
when he spoke of Gentiles being blessed, and that against Paul in Acts 


13:48-50. The Jews throw their garments in the air along with dust to 
indicate that something offensive has been said. It is not entirely clear 
what this garment-waving gesture is. Do they shake out their garments, 
take the outer garment off in a mock preparation for stoning, or wave 
them in the air? Either shaking them out (Witherington 1998: 675) or 


taking them off (BAGD 736 81; BDAG 906 §1) is possible. The verb 
pintwpintew (rhipto/rhipteo) normally means “throw [something] away” 
(Exod. 32:19; Deut. 9:17). Throwing dust is a sign of grieving at what has 
been said (forms of náoow, passo, sprinkle: 2 Sam. 16:13; Job 2:12), 
suggesting that they have heard something almost blasphemous 
(évtvaoow, entinassö, hurl against: 2 Macc. 4:41). In Acts 14:14 garments 
were torn away at words of offense. It symbolizes waving away the sound 
of the words, rejecting them. 

The tribune has had enough. He orders Paul to be brought into the 
barracks and prepares to scourge him in order to beat the truth out of 
him. He would use a whip consisting of awooden handle with leather 
thongs attached, to which are tied metal or bone chips (Josephus, Ant. 
15.8.4 §§289—90; 16.8.1 $232; 16.8.4 8245). In contrast to Acts 16, the 
beating in Acts 22 is known as a flagellatio, since whips (flagella) would be 
used (Polhill 1992: 464). The word Luke uses is pao (mastix, whip; BAGD 
495 81; BDAG 620 81). The flagella were used on noncitizens and slaves. 
Paul has been speaking in Aramaic, and so the tribune likely would not 
know what Paul has been saying. Ifthere were a translator, the tribune 
might be perplexed at the reaction Paul’s words provoke. 


22:25-29 As in Acts 16, Paul notes that, as a Roman citizen, he should not 
be treated this way. He is not to be scourged, and there has been no trial to 
condemn him. He is innocent and yet faces a beating. Paul raises the issue 
as they stretch him out for the scourging. Barrett (1998: 1048) says that 
“stretched out for the thongs” is a more likely reading ofthe Greek than 
“stretched out by thongs,” which would mean that Paul is tied to the 
whipping frame with thongs. 

The area was probably the Gabbatha, a stone pavement in the fortress 
that also served as a central courtyard. Williams (1990: 381) notes that 
Jesus was probably scourged here as well. 

The centurion decides to report Paul’s comment to the tribune to avoid 
violating Paul's rights as a Roman citizen (v. 26). “To bind a Roman citizen 
is a crime, to flog him an abomination, to slay him is almost an act of 
murder” (Cicero, In Verrem 2.5.66). Paul's identity as a Roman citizen is the 
topic of the next several verses. 


The centurion informs the tribune of Paul’s claim to citizenship. He 
raises the question in an idiom ti péMe1c noei (ti melleis poiein), the force 
of which is, “Do you know what you are about to do?” (Culy and Parsons 
2003: 435). The tribune confirms Paul’s citizenship by asking him directly 
and receiving an affirmative reply. Paul must be able to prove his status 
because a false claim is also a crime (Suetonius, Claudius 25.3; Barrett 1998: 
1048). Perhaps he carries his diploma, a wooden diptych containing his 
registration as a citizen (Suetonius, Nero 12; Sherwin-White 1963: 146-49). 
The Valerian and the Porcian Laws prohibited beating a Roman in this way 
(see Acts 16:37). The Julian Laws allowed appeal to Rome (Sherwin-White 
1963: 57-59, 71-76). Any officer who violated these limits would be guilty 
of a crime (Polhill 1992: 464). 

The officer notes that acquiring his own Roman citizenship cost him a 
great deal of money. The term kepódarov (kephalaion) means “capital” or 
“sum of money” (BAGD 429-30 82; BDAG 541). This is the only place in the 
NT where the term has this force. The only other occurrence of this term 
in the NT is in Heb. 8:1, where it refers to the “sum” of an argument, the 
main point. This money may well have been a bribe for an offer of 
citizenship. Such bribes were frequent during the time of Claudius’s reign, 
as the goal was to appear on a list that the emperor would approve (Dio 
Cassius, Rom. Hist, 60.17; Sherwin-White 1939: 237-50; Tajra 1989: 76-89). 
Paul says that his citizenship came with his birth. This may suggest that 
his father had some social status that was passed on to the son. The 
information brings an immediate end to the plan to scourge Paul. They all 
withdraw, nervous about how they have treated Paul, just as in Acts 16:38. 
The Roman legal system now protects Paul. He is under arrest unjustly but 
not physically abused. 

Witherington (1998: 679-84) defends Paul's use of citizenship in the 
scene against the objections of Haenchen (1987: 639; also pace Lentz 1993: 
21-61, who argues that Luke’s desire to portray Paul as having high status 
and being a man of virtue has nothing to do with Paul's real life). Sherwin- 
White (1963: 48-75) defends Paul's citizenship in detail (also Rapske 1994b: 
72-149; Schnabel 2004: 924, esp. n. 5). In particular, Witherington notes 
that Paul waited to reveal his Roman citizenship in a setting where Jews 


were not present, since it was his Gentile-like behavior that the Jews 
objected to. His appeal to Roman citizenship might not sit well with Jews 


who refused to compromise with Rome. In addition, it was the tribune’s 
responsibility to determine the status of his prisoner. 

In sum, this passage shows us how focused Paul is on representing the 
gospel even while he also defends himself. The unit also shows how, in an 
ironic way, the legal system of Rome has nothing to fear from Christianity 
(and so neither does any other present political state). The passage also 
indicates that sometimes God can use the governmental systems devised 
by men to protect Christians. Christians have nothing to fear from 
systems that seek justice; for, if a Christian has integrity, then the state has 
nothing to fear from the believer and the believer can make the case that 


nothing that has been done is designed to undercut the state’s right to 
both exist and create a society of law, order, and peace. 
Finally, we see in the opposition to Paul a traditionalism that ends up 


distorting the genuine tradition. Part of Paul’s defense is that he is 
defending hopes the Jews have held for a long time. His claim is that the 
faith he possesses is the natural outcome of genuine Jewish tradition, not 
the distortion of it that has come to deny the messianic hope that God has 


confirmed through Jesus’s resurrection. One danger of a longtime practice 
or belief that has established itself as a tradition is that it can undercut the 
faith it is supposed to support. The unwillingness of Paul's opponents to 
consider how God's recent activity relates to God's promise and program 
has made them unwilling and unable to respond to a hope designed for 
them. This is tradition gone bad. It creates blindness and stubbornness, a 
deadly combination. 


Additional Notes 
22:9. The phrase “and they became afraid” is another expansion of the Western text and other 
MSS (D, E, Y, Byz). 


22:12. The reference to Jews who lived there produced two sets of expansions, neither of which is 
original. One reads “in Damascus” (P*!, Y, 33, 1739, Byz), and the other simply adds the word for 


“there” (some Itala and Syriac MSS), the latter supplied for the sake of the English but not present 
in the Greek. 


4. Paul before the Jewish Council (22:30-23:11) 


Paul gives another defense speech here. The setting is briefly covered 
in 22:30. Paul has hardly begun, claiming that his conscience is clear, 
when he is slapped by order of the high priest, and a short exchange 


takes place about Paul insulting the Jewish leader (23:1-5). Paul then 
launches into his defense, stating that he is a Pharisee and is being 
tried because he believes in hope and resurrection, doctrines to 
which the Pharisees hold (23:6). This leads to a discussion and debate 
between the Pharisees and Sadducees, since the latter do not hold to 
resurrection. Some Pharisees even contend that Paul is innocent 


(23:7-9). The clamor is so great that the tribune ends the meeting 
(23:10). The scene ends with the Lord appearing to Paul and telling 


him to take courage because Paul will be the Lord’s witness in Rome 
(23:11). The scene argues again that the new faith is but a natural 
extension of Judaism (Fitzmyer 1998: 715). 

The narrative is rooted in Pauline sources. Fitzmyer (1998: 715) 
defends the scene against claims of many historical improbabilities 
and argues that the dialogue is not pure fabrication. Three issues are 
often raised in objection to the scene: (1) that a tribune could 
summon the Sanhedrin, (2) that Paul would use the Greek OT in verse 
5, and (3) that the issue is not the temple dispute but resurrection. 
Weiser (1985: 615) has a full list of noted problems (the high-priest 
incident will be discussed in the exposition), as does Haenchen (1987: 
639-42). Roloff (1988: 326-27) also questions the Lord’s appearance in 
verse 11, but this sems to reflect a bias against the supernatural. 

None of these three elements is improbable. The Sanhedrin, as 
adviser to the tribune, may well have come to the inquiry with the 
hope of finally ridding itself of Paul and placing him in “Roman care” 
(Sherwin-White 1963: 54; Marshall 1980: 361-62; Pesch 1986b: 240-42; 
Fitzmyer 1998: 716). There is nothing conceptually in the LXX 


citation in verse 5 that does not reflect the MT. Paul begins his 
defense with the resurrection as background to the current dispute 
and does not succeed in bringing up the temple topic because of the 
debate over resurrection that emerges between Sadducees and 
Pharisees. So it is not at all clear that the inquiry is intended to look 
at the temple issue. Even more, Paul is trying to convince Claudius 
Lysias of his circumstances. If Paul can convince the tribune that this 
is but a religious dispute, the Romans will stay out of it. An additional 


benefit of Paul's approach is that the gospel can be set forth as well 


(Witherington 1998: 685). The scene is credible. Barrett (1998: 1054— 
55) discusses the objections one at a time and shows that none is 
persuasive. Instead he argues that Luke has formed a scene out of 
traditional material, as does Jervell (1998: 558). 


Exegesis and Exposition 


22:30But on the following day, desiring to know the real reason he was accused by the Jews, the 
tribune unbound him and commanded the chief priests and all the council to meet, and he 
brought Paul down and set him before them. 23:1And Paul, looking intently at the council, said, 
“Brothers, | have conducted myself before God in all good conscience up to this day.” 2And the 
high priest Ananias commanded those who stood by him to strike him on the mouth. 3Then Paul 
said to him, “God shall strike you, you whitewashed wall! Are you sitting to judge me according to 
the law, and yet contrary to the law you order me to be struck?” 4Those who stood by said, 
“Would you revile God’s high priest?” 5And Paul said, “I did not know, brothers, that he is the high 
priest; for it is written, ‘You shall not speak evil of a ruler of your people. ” 

6But perceiving that one part was Sadducees and the other Pharisees, Paul cried out in the 
council, “Brothers, | am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees; concerning the hope and the resurrection 
of the dead | am on trial.” 7And when he had said this, a dissension arose between the Pharisees 
and the Sadducees; and the assembly was divided. 8For the Sadducees say that there is no 
resurrection, or angel, or spirit; but the Pharisees acknowledge them all. 9Then a great clamor 
arose; and rising up, some of the scribes of the Pharisees’ party were contending, “We find 
nothing wrong in this man. "What if a spirit or an angel spoke to him? '” 10And when the 
dissension became violent, the tribune, fearing that they would tear Paul in pieces, commanded 
the soldiers to go down and take him by force from among them to bring him into the barracks. 

11The following night the Lord, standing by him, said, “Take courage, for as you have testified 
about me at Jerusalem, so you must bear witness also at Rome.” 


22:30 The tribune is still determined to discover why there was so much 
reaction to Paul. He calls what, in effect, is a pretrial hearing to gather 
information. Jervell (1998: 553) notes the dispute over whether aRoman 
ruler could call such a meeting of the Jewish leaders. It does not seem 
farfetched to recognize, however, that ifthe Roman tribune wants the 
leaders’ input on Paul, they would welcome the opportunity to give it (see 
overview to this unit). 

The expression yvovaı TO Ko@paAEc (gnönai to asphales, to know with 


certainty) refers to the tribune’s goal of obtaining the real facts in the 


matter (BAGD 119 §1b; BDAG 147 82). The other occurrences of this term 
in Acts are negative, pointing to an inability to figure out the facts (21:34 
[the crowd’s shouting out various views about Paul makes it impossible to 
determine what has caused the riot]; 25:26 [Festus is unable to determine 
what is going on with Paul and his imprisonment]). Often this term 
appears in a context where something has to be ferreted out with 
difficulty. The next day the tribune calls a meeting of the chief priests and 
council to ascertain the reasons for the chaos. Paul is brought in as well. 
He is now unbound, no longer held in chains, probably out of respect for 
his Roman citizenship. The tribune is trying to get to the bottom of this, 
as in his view he cannot release Paul until he figures out what has caused 
the disturbance. 


23:1-2 In what is surely a condensed account of the scene (Marshall 1980: 
362), Paul addresses his audience, since it is Paul’s perspective that Luke 
undertakes to present. Paul opens by declaring that he has a clear 
conscience, a remark similar in tone to how he addressed the Ephesian 
elders (20:18-20, 33-35). He has lived as a good citizen before God; this is 
the force of the perfect-tense verb (menoAitevpat, pepoliteumai; 3 Macc. 3:4; 
4 Macc. 5:16; Phil. 1:27; Larkin 1995: 326; Barrett 1998: 1057-58; 
Strathmann, TDNT 6:534). Paul will appeal to conscience again in another 
defense speech, when he says that he takes pains to have a blameless 
conscience before God (Acts 24:16). Johnson (1992: 396) calls “conscience” 
(cuveióno1c, syneidesis) a thoroughly Pauline word (Rom. 2:15; 9:1; 13:5; 1 
Cor. 8:7, 10, 12; 10:25-29; 2 Cor. 1:12; 4:2; 5:11). These are the only two 
occurrences of the term in Acts. Paul mentions a good conscience in 1 


Tim. 1:5, 19 (conceptually, 1 Cor. 4:4). When the high priest hears this, he 
orders Paul struck for an offensive utterance (Stählin, TDNT 8:267-68). 
According to later tradition, one could strike a Jew only in order to defend 
God's honor (b. Sanh. 85a; Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 1243). The high 
priest Ananias served from about AD 47 to AD 58 or 59 (Josephus, Ant. 
20.5.2 $103). He had a reputation for being insolent and quick-tempered 
(Josephus, Ant. 20.9.1 $199; on his death in AD 66, see J.W. 2.17.9 $8441-42, 
which tells us that his pro-Roman position caused him to be slain by the 
zealot leader Menahem; on his handling of tensions while in office, see 
Ant. 20.9.2-3 88205-9; Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 1238-40). Did he order 
this verbally or by a signal? The text does not say. 


23:3 Paul's response to being struck is firm. It may even reflect that he 
loses his own temper here, as he steps back in verse 5 from his verbal 
attack. He calls Ananias, the one responsible, a “whitewashed wall” (toixe 
Kekoviapeve, toiche kekoniamene) and warns that God will strike him for 
ordering that Paul be struck contrary to the Jewish law. The allusion may 
well be a curse (Deut. 28:22; m. Seb. 4.13; Str-B 2:766). The phrase 


“whitewashed wall” is unique in the NT, but a similar expression, 


“whitewashed tomb,” appears in Matt. 23:27 (Ezek. 13:10-16; CD 8.12). The 
description is an insult, as it says that although the person appears clean, 
there is no depth to the person (BAGD 443; BDAG 558). In the background 
may be the idea of painting a washed wall with ashes to warn of the 
defilement a seemingly clean appearance hides (m. Segal. 1.1; m. Ma ‘as. Š. 
5.1; Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 1243). Such a person is like a clean and 
sturdy wall only on the surface and is actually unclean and insecure. Paul 
goes on to accuse Ananias of hypocrisy, violating the law he claims to 
defend, because Paul is presumed innocent until proved guilty (Lev. 19:15; 
Bruce 1988a: 425). 


23:45 Those present with the high priest rebuke Paul for insulting him. 
To revile the high priest is against the law (Exod. 22:28 [22:27 LXX]; revile: 
BAGD 479; BDAG 602), as Paul's reply explains. This is the only occurrence 
of the verb (Ao1d0péw, loidoreö, revile) in Acts. It is a common term for 
religious disputes but appears in only three other places in the NT (John 


9:28 [Jews reacting to Jesus]; 1 Cor. 4:12 [when reviled, we bless); 1 Pet. 2:23 
[of Jesus reviled at his death)). 
Paul says that he did not know it was the high priest giving the order. 


His address of the audience as “brothers” as in verse 1 shows Paul again 
identifying with his audience. This remark has produced much discussion. 
How can Paul fail to recognize the high priest? Gaventa (2003: 314) sees 
none of these five proposed options as satisfying: (1) Paul does not hear 
the order for him to be struck. (2) His eyesight, which is not good, does 
not allow him to see that it is the high priest who gives the order. This 
second view may assume that a sign is given to strike Paul. (3) Fitzmyer 
(1998: 717) argues that Paul’s long absence from Jerusalem means that he 
no longer knows the high priest (Bruce 1988a: 427 notes this option). (4) 
The remark is ironic in the sense that Paul is trying to show that the high 
priest is not really the representative ofthe people and of God’s way, but 
because the high priest is so perceived by the people, Paul retracts his 
words (Marshall 1980: 364; Williams 1990: 385; Culy and Parsons 2003: 440 
note this view and read the verse with this ironic force: “Oh, I did not 
know he was the high priest”). (5) Paul reacts without considering the 
man’s position (Polhill 1992: 469n68; Larkin 1995: 328). Any of these 
options is possible, although either of the latter two is more likely, as the 
first two are difficult to accept as probable and the third also seems 
uncertain given Paul's past relationships with Jews in Jerusalem. Barrett 


(1998: 1061-62) makes no choice but sees historical roots in the remark. A 
key point is that Paul ultimately submits himself to the law here. 


23:6-9 The scene now turns to Paul's key remarks. Paul knows that he has 
Pharisees and Sadducees in the audience, and so he begins by appealing to 
his roots as a Pharisee (Phil. 3:5) and his belief in hope and resurrection 


(Acts 13:32-33), two themes Pharisees emphasize in contrast to Sadducees, 
who tend to shun eschatology and to deny resurrection (Josephus, Ant. 
18.1.2-3 8812-17; J.W. 2.8.14 88163-65; Mark 12:18-27). Eckey (2000: 515- 
16) notes that Luke is less harsh on the Pharisees than the other 
evangelists. This is truer of Acts than of the Gospel of Luke, but it makes 
an important point. Even opponents of Jesus and the gospel may have the 
ability to appreciate and respond to the message. It is certainly true that 


Pharisees, as believers in resurrection, had less mental distance to 
overcome than the Sadducees did, who denied resurrection as part of 
their own doctrine. Some opponents of the gospel are in a better position 
to respond to the message than others are because of what they do believe 
(on the Pharisees, see Meyer and H. Weiss, TDNT 9:11-48, esp. 45-46; on 
the Sadducees, Meyer, TDNT 7:35-54). “Ac[ts] 23:6-9 is important in the 
history of primitive Christianity to the degree that in the tradition which 
Luke uses there is still a lively sense that for all the differences which the 
kerygmatic content of the gospel necessarily entails, the preaching of the 
apostles is closer to the world of popular belief and thought, in which 
Pharisaism is very largely rooted, than it is to the priestly theology of 
Jerusalem, which is regarded as Sadducean in the pejorative sense and 
hence essentially alien” (TDNT 7:54). 

No extrabiblical text speaks of such a complete denial of angels and 
spirits by the Sadducees. In fact, the Pentateuch, which the Sadducees 
held as authoritative, affirms the existence of such beings. Parker (2003) 
notes and evaluates four views on this expression of doctrinal denial by 
the Sadducees, noting that almost everyone recognizes that Luke’s 
description of the Sadducees in verse 8 must be qualified or is not 


intended to be universal in scope (see also Meier 2001: 406-8). There are a 
total of six possible explanations for Luke’s claim: 


1. The Sadducees rejected angels and spirits altogether (Str-B 2:767). 
This view sometimes includes appeals to b. Sanh. 38b, where Rabbi 
Idith contends that in Exod. 24:1 the prayer is to God, not an angel 
Metatron. This angel was sometimes seen in Judaism as the angel of 
the Lord. But this tractate passage only presents one Sadducee’s view 
about not praying to an angel, not a denial of their existence. So it 
does not offer unqualified support for Luke’s statement. 

2. They rejected excessive speculation about angels and spirits (Manson 
1938; Bruce 1990: 466). 

3. They rejected that the righteous dead came back in the form of 
spirits between death and resurrection. This view argues that “angel” 


and “spirit” mean the same thing in verses 8 and 9 (Daube 1990; 
Gaventa 2003: 315). It is unlikely, however, that these two terms 


should be taken as synonymous. Parker (2003: 351) notes how Luke’s 


use of “neither ... nor” (unte, mete [2x]) in verse 8 rules this out. 
4, They denied that resurrection included coming back in the form of 
an angel or spirit (so Lachs 1977; Viviano and Taylor 1992). Parker 


(2003: 353-59), however, argues that the Pharisees likewise would not 
have been open to a resurrection within history before the end, 
which is what Paul's argument along the lines of view 4 would also 
require. 

. They rejected the idea that an angel or spirit can speak through a 
human being as an agent of revelation (Bamberger 1963). This view, 
however, does not seem relevant to Acts 23, as the issue is not about 


nN 


an angel speaking through a human being but a “raised from the 
dead” human speaking. 

6. Many think that what Luke describes here is a belief in a full 
hierarchy of angels and their role in eschatology (Polhill 1992: 470). A 
variation of this is the idea that the Sadducees’ rejection of Fate 


included a rejection of the belief that angels are “agents of Fate” (Le 
Cornu and Shulam 2003: 1250). The Greek has a reference to the 


Pharisees confessing “both” (ta å&uoótepa, ta amphotera), although 
three things are discussed (resurrection, angels, and spirits). Either 
this is an expression that collapses angels and spirits into one theme 
(Fitzmyer 1998: 719), or Luke is using the term loosely to refer to 
three things (Polhill 1992: 470), which sometimes happens (Acts 
19:16; Johnson 1992: 398). 


There is almost a choral-like mention of this issue in the text, as 23:6, 8, 


and 9 show. The dispute, to Paul’s Jewish listeners, is focused on two 
points: (1) the possibility of resurrection and (2) that some particular 
supernatural force addressed Paul. 


Which of the six views is most likely? In Parker’s view, a concern about 
how a spirit could communicate with Paul explains the singular reference 


to an angel or a spirit in verses 8 and 9 and may imply the Sadducees’ 
rejection of such communication. So Parker (2003: 360-65) opts for view 6, 


which sees angels or spirits as agents of the outworking of God’s 
sovereignty and the fate of humanity, another concept the Sadducees 


reject by emphasizing free will. This best combines the data and so could 
well be the point of the verse. The remark about denying an afterlife may 
well mean any “positive form of afterlife,” as some Sadducees held to a 
shadowy existence in Sheol (Witherington 1998: 692). Also note how often 
angels are invoked as present when they are not (Luke 24:36-43; Acts 
19:15, 239). 

The reference to hope and resurrection is probably a hendiadys: it is 
hope rooted in resurrection. The OT and Jewish roots of the concept point 
to the hope of life after death (Dan. 12:2; 2 Macc. 7:14; 1 En. 51.1-5; Ps. Sol. 
3.11-12). The term “hope” appears eight times in Acts.[1] These uses are 
more frequent at the end of the book as Paul explains his message. His 
hope is to induce them to debate with each other. He also is making the 
point that he is on trial for holding a Jewish teaching. 

The theme of the law pointing to promise and hope is frequent in Acts 
(24:15, 20-21; 26:6-7, 26-29; 28:20). We see the law treated in a variety of 
ways in Luke-Acts. Jesus generally handles law as commandments, 
especially when asked theological questions by others, because this is how 
Jesus’s audience related to law. But law can also be seen as being about 
promise (Luke 16:16; the patch and wine passages in Luke 5:33-39; Luke 
6:1-11), and this is how Paul addresses it here. Being a believing Jew 
means having hope, including hope in resurrection. In the Mishnah, 
denial of the afterlife leads to a strong rebuke, as m. Sanh. 10.1 reads, “He 
that says there is no resurrection of the dead prescribed in the law” has no 
share in the life to come. The theme of hope just noted is associated with 
this point in Acts 2:26; 24:15; 26:6—7; and 28:20. 

The proximity between the Pharisees’ belief in resurrection and 
Christian faith leads to a discussion and split in the assembly, as the 
Pharisees accept Paul's view of the possibility of resurrection whereas the 
Sadducees do not (Luke 20:27). The text points to dissension by using the 
term otúáo1c (stasis) in verses 7 and 10 and calling the disagreement a great 
“clamor” (kpavyn, kraugé) in verse 9. The term otäoıg has often been used 
in Acts to express division, such as the one that launched the Jerusalem 
Council (15:2). Five ofthe nine NT occurrences appear in Acts (15:2; 19:40; 
23:7, 10; 24:5). Here is the only instance of kpavyn in Acts among six 
occurrences in the NT (the others are Matt. 25:6; Luke 1:42; Eph. 4:31; Heb. 


5:7; Rev. 21:4). It refers to an outcry (Luke 1:42) or, in this case, a series of 


verbal exchanges. They “were contending” (S1eudyovto, diemachonto) with 
each other back and forth. This is the only instance of this verb in the NT. 


It means “vie for” something, “fight for” something verbally (BAGD 186; 
BDAG 233). 

In a narrative aside, Luke notes that the Pharisees also accept the idea 
of another form of existence, as their acceptance of angels and spirits 
shows, in contrast to the Sadducees, who accept no angel or spirit (tte 
öyyeAov unte nveðpa, mete angelon méte pneuma). This remark may suggest 
a condensed account because the idea of Jesus raised could evoke for 
Pharisees either the idea of an intermediate state (Lachs 1977; Barrett 
1998: 1065; Daube 1990) or an angelic type of form. On the other hand, 
Sadducees believed death brought either a complete end to life or a 
shadowy existence in Sheol apart from the angels and God. So this denial 
of angel or spirit may mean that they held to no positive form of afterlife 
(Witherington 1998: 692). This remark might also represent an allusion to 
the announcement at the tomb or, more likely, to the Lord’s spiritual 
appearance to Paul. It also shows that the readers of Acts include Gentiles, 
since Jews would know these details about the Pharisees and Sadducees. 
Some Pharisees defend Paul explicitly, saying there is nothing wrong with 
his views and that he might have seen an angel or a spirit. Here BDF §482 
sees the remark as an example of speech that cuts short its idea because of 
emotion. The full idea would be, “If an angel or spirit spoke to him, then 
what point would there be in opposition?” This reaction defends Paul’s 
experience as possible, but does not affirm Jesus’s authority, something 
possible for these Pharisees. In their view, Paul cannot be challenged for 
the mere claim of such an experience. Hence, their conclusion, “There is 
nothing wrong with this man.” Paul’s innocence is something consistently 
affirmed from here on (Acts 23:29; 25:18-20, 25; 26:31-32). 


23:10 The dissension continues to have the potential to become violent, 
and the tribune fears that Paul might be torn in two. The only other NT 
occurrence of the verb ôtaonáw (diaspaö) is in Mark 5:4, where the demon- 
possessed man tears apart his chains as he wanders among the tombs. 
Judges 14:6 LXX (Alexandrinus text) uses it to describe how Samson tore 


apart a lion. The tribune commands the soldiers to take Paul back to the 
barracks to protect Paul. 


23:11 That night the Lord reappears to Paul (cf. Luke 2:9 [angel ofthe 
Lord]; 24:4 [two men (angels) appear]; Acts 12:7 [angel of the Lord]; 16:9 


[vision]; 18:9 [Lord in a vision]; 22:17 [Lord in a trance]; 27:23-24 [angel of 
the Lord]), an act confirming his claims. He tells Paul to take courage, for 
Paul will be a witness in Rome as he has been in Jerusalem (take courage: 
Matt. 9:2, 22; 14:27; Mark 6:50; 10:49; John 16:33; to Rome: Acts 19:21; 
22:21). As uncertain as things appear to the tribune and others, this 
appearance indicates that the Lord has a plan that Paul will carry out. 

In sum, we see here that Paul defends his faith both with an 
understanding of what he believes and an ability to express it in 
relationship to those hearing him. When Paul mentions the hope of 
resurrection, he is speaking to Jews about a doctrine the Jews have 


discussed. Paul’s ability to think from a variety of perspectives, even 
perspectives he does not share, is part of what makes him so effective. 
This connection with his Jewish hearers is rooted in the fact that 
Christianity sees itself as the natural and promised extension of Jewish 
hope, but this principle of connecting with an audience is also seen in Acts 
17, when Paul addresses non-Jewish hearers and seeks to connect with 
them through the idea of God as Creator of all, even citing ideas from the 
Greeks’ own poetry to make his point. 

There is another application here. It is that despite the opposition, 
there is a respect that Paul seeks to embody as he communicates, and 
when it is pointed out that he has crossed that line into disrespect, he 
acknowledges it (Stott 1990: 352). We see this tone in all of Paul's 
evangelistic and defense speeches. Even when Paul is direct and has to 
confront, he does so in a tone of respect. 


Additional Note 


23:9. Byz completes the “if” clause with an apodosis: “If a spirit or an angel spoke to him, let us 
not fight against God.” 


5. The Plot against Paul Uncovered (23:12-22) 


This scene reconfirms that Paul is in considerable danger. His 
nephew uncovers the fact that more than forty Jews have taken a 
vow to murder the apostle. The plan is to intercept Paul when he is 
brought down for another hearing (vv. 12-15). Paul’s nephew tells 
the apostle, who sends his nephew to the tribune by way of a 
centurion (vv. 16-18). The nephew reports the plot to the tribune (vv. 
19-21), who tells the nephew not to let anyone know that he has 
informed the Romans of the plot (v. 22). God’s sovereign care for Paul 
is underscored in this discovery. The movement to Rome begins. Paul 
now departs Jerusalem for the final time in Acts with the Roman 
tribune as his unwitting, just protector. The divine plan has some 
surprising twists (Roloff 1988: 330-31). 

This is not the first plot against Paul in Acts (9:23-25, 29-30; 20:3), 
but it is presented with the most detail (Gaventa 2003: 317-18). The 
scene adds a note of drama as it details the real threat to Paul. 
Intrigue and conspiracy surround Paul's efforts. His mission has 
much at stake, so people react. 

This narrative section is rooted in Luke’s Pauline source (Fitzmyer 
1998: 722). Barrett (1998: 1070-71) even notes the possibility of family 
memories here. Paul is brought to Caesarea, where official Roman 
examinations occur. This is not an independent anecdote that knows 
nothing about an examination by the Jewish Council (but so 
Conzelmann 1987: 194). It is only natural that the tribune would want 
to move Paul out of Jerusalem once violence becomes possible. This is 
the third Roman rescue of Paul (21:32-36; 23:10). 


Exegesis and Exposition 


12When it became day, the Jews, making a plot, bound themselves by an oath neither to eat 
nor drink till they had killed Paul. 13There were more than forty who formed this conspiracy. 14And 
going to the chief priests and elders, they said, “We have strictly bound ourselves by an oath to 
taste no food till we have killed Paul. 15You therefore give notice now to the tribune to bring him 
down to you along with the council, as though you were going to determine his case more exactly. 
And we are ready to kill him before he comes near" 7?” 

16Now the son of Paul's sister, hearing of their ambush, going and entering the barracks, told 
Paul. 17And calling one of the centurions, Paul said, “Take this young man to the tribune; because 
he has something to tell him.” 18So taking him, the centurion brought him to the tribune and said, 
“Paul the prisoner, calling me, asked me to bring this young man to you because he has 
something to say to you.” 19Taking him by the hand and going aside, the tribune asked him 
privately, “What is it that you have to tell me?” 20And he said, “The Jews have agreed to ask you to 
bring Paul down to the council tomorrow, as though they were going to inquire somewhat more 
closely concerning him. 21But do not yield to them; for more than forty of their men lie in ambush 
for him, having bound themselves by an oath to neither eat nor drink till they have killed him; and 
now they are ready, waiting for the consent from you.” 22So the tribune dismissed the young man, 
commanding him, “Tell no one that you have informed me of these things.” 


23:12-13 Justice is moving too slowly for some, so they seek to take 
matters into their own hands. More than forty Jews swear an oath during 
a conspiracy meeting, as the term “plot” (ouotpogrjv, systrophen) indicates 
(Acts 19:40 is the only other NT use of this term; Polybius, Hist. 4.34.6; 1 
Macc. 14:44; BAGD 795; BDAG 979; Johnson 1992: 403). They swear to take 
neither food nor drink until Paul has been killed. This oath is a 
commitment to swear to do something or to underwrite a statement by 
placing oneself under a curse if it fails (BAGD 54 §1; BDAG 63; 1 En. 6.4-5). 
The verb avaBepati@w (anathematizö, bind with an oath) is used only four 
times in the NT, three of them in this passage (vv. 14, 21). In Mark 14:71, it 
refers to the oath Peter invoked to deny that he knew Jesus. One could 
escape from such a vow if it became unfulfillable (m. Ned. 3.1, 3; Bruce 


1988a: 431). Although the reference to “Jews” is vague, the point is that 
some but not all Jews are very hostile toward Paul and are trying to do 
something to remove him from the scene. 

From a narrative standpoint, the effort to take matters into their own 


hands flies in the face of God’s program as revealed in Acts 23:11. Those 
who seek to take events into their own hands do not have as much control 
as they think (Gaventa 2003: 322). And in seeking to take matters into 


their own hands, they also overstep the divine law they think they are 
defending, by agreeing to lie and murder. The irony is that they take an 


oath before God that actually violates God’s standards and will. 


23:14-15 The forty report their plan to the chief priests and elders and 
implore them to cooperate by asking the tribune to bring Paul in for 
another examination where they can “determine more exactly” 
(S1ayivooketv ükpıßeotepov, diaginöskein akribesteron) what has taken 
place. The comparative axpiBéotepov is used with elative force, something 
repeated in verse 20 with the claim that the Jewish group wishes to 


examine Paul “more closely” (Moulton and Turner 1963: 30). The ruse is to 
promise to make a judgment about Paul to the tribune. This is more than a 
simple request by the forty, as the verb ¿upavicate (emphanisate, give 
notice) is in the imperative mood. The verb is repeated in verse 22. The 
whole exercise is a pretense. When they bring him in, the plotters will 


seize Paul. At a narrative level, the high priest’s involvement in this 


conspiracy shows the truth of Paul's insult in verse 3 that the priest is a 
whitewashed wall. This is because the priest agrees to deception and 
violates the law he is supposed to defend. His undercutting of a legal 
process entails injustice and potential murder. The entire group has 
contemplated violating one of the Ten Commandments. We are not told 
that the leaders agreed, but such agreement is implied by the reaction of 
the nephew, who hears about the plot and advises the tribune ofit. 


23:16-21 Paul's nephew gets wind of the plan and tells Paul, who in turn 
asks the centurion to take the nephew to the tribune so that the Roman 
leader can be informed of the plot (&veöpav, enedran, ambush, v. 16). This 
term appears only twice in the NT (the other instance is 25:3, where a plot 
is attempted before Festus; see also Josh. 8:7, 9 LXX). The verb for this idea 
(éveSpevovotv, enedreuousin) appears in 23:21. The centurion reports to the 


tribune that Paul sent his nephew “because he has” something to tell you; 
éyovta (echonta, having) in verse 18 is a causal participle in force (Moulton 
and Turner 1963: 157; NET; HCSB). The nephew reports the plot in detail, 
including the idea that the request for a further inquiry includes an 
ambush involving more than forty men who have taken an oath. The 
nephew tells the tribune that they are ready to act if the tribune promises 


them an inquiry. Roloff (1988: 331) thinks that the nephew has circulated 
in Zealot circles, but we in fact know nothing more about him. 

The presence of the nephew means that Paul has family in the 
Jerusalem region. The nephew is described in a manner that makes him 
either a teenager (veaviokov, neaniskon, v. 18; Williams 1990: 389) or in his 
twenties (veaviav, neanian, v. 17; Witherington 1998: 695; Philo, Creation 36 


$105). The visit to Paul is not problematic, considering that Paul is not 
convicted of a crime and is a Roman citizen. There is other evidence of 


such visits (Lucian, The Passing of Peregrinus 12-13; Phil. 2:25; 2 Tim. 1:16- 
17; Passion of Saints Perpetua and Felicity 3; Johnson 1992: 404; contra 
Haenchen 1987: 646). Some scholars suggest that there was too much 
tumult around Paul to allow visitors (Gaventa 2003: 320), but it may be 


that one’s family may have had access, though with visitation limited. The 
fact that the tribune thinks that Paul is innocent may also mean that Paul 
is given access to others. Acts 23:18 is the first mention that Paul is 
prisoner (6&0}11oc, desmios). 


23:22 The tribune prepares to act, telling the nephew to let no one know 
that they have discussed the matter. 


In sum, this passage is rooted in God's providence, which moves to 
protect God's children, although the means are not always known as they 


are here. God works behind-the-scenes here. Stephen’s martyrdom shows 
that providence also does not always mean physical rescue as here with 
Paul. Paul is assured that he will reach Rome (23:11). It is ironic that 
Roman justice will bring him there as a prisoner so that Paul will arrive 
safely and immediately be speaking to the highest levels of Roman society. 
It is unlikely that if Paul had journeyed as part of a missionary outreach to 
Rome on his own, such a high-level audience would be possible. It is one of 
the mysteries of God and his providence that many times we cannot see 
why things are happening as they are. Yet God is surely at work in ways 

we could not have planned for ourselves. 


Additional Note 


23:15. The Western text adds a note that the plotters will kill Paul even if they also are killed for 
seizing him. Although this point is not in the original wording, it is a likely outcome for the plot. 


6. Paul Is Sent to Caesarea and to Felix (23:23-35) 


The tribune, Claudius Lysias, acts to protect Paul from ambush and to 
move him overnight to Caesarea. He commissions two hundred 
soldiers, seventy horsemen, and two hundred spearmen to serve as 


an escort. Paul and his guards will go by horse (vv. 23-24). In 
addition, the tribune supplies an explanatory letter to Felix, the 
governor, that indicates the cause of the arrest and that he is not able 
to determine much beyond the fact that it is a dispute over Jewish 
law. His conclusion is that nothing here deserves imprisonment or 
death. In addition, he tells of the plot as the reason Paul is sent on, 


with any further trial to be called by Felix (vv. 25-30). The military 
escorts Paul to Caesarea, where Felix says that he will schedule a 
hearing when the accusers arrive (vv. 31-35). 

The account is a narrative rooted in Pauline sources. Jervell (1998: 


565) attributes 23:12-35 to multiple sources, even possibly some 
eyewitnesses. He argues that the unit is in Lukan style, and attributes 


the letter to Luke (on the letter, see vv. 26-30). The letter states what 
is obvious about why Paul is being held as the object of a necessary 
examination. 


Exegesis and Exposition 


23Then calling two of the centurions, the tribune said, “At the third hour of the night get ready 
two hundred soldiers with seventy horsemen and two hundred spearmen to go as far as 
Caesarea. 24Also provide mounts for Paul to ride, and bring him safely to Felix the governor.” 25" 7 
And he wrote a letter that went like this: 

26“Claudius Lysias to His Excellency the governor Felix, greetings. 27This man was seized by the 
Jews, and was about to be killed by them, when | came upon them with the soldiers and rescued 


him, having learned that he was a Roman citizen. 28And desiring to know the charge because of 
which they accused him, | brought him down to their council. 291 found that he was accused about 
disputes over their law, but charged with nothing deserving death or imprisonment. 30And when 
it was disclosed to me that there was a plot against the man, | sent him to you at once, ordering 
his accusers also to state before you the things they have against him.” 

31So the soldiers, according to their instructions taking Paul, brought him by night to Antipatris. 
32And the next day they returned to the barracks, leaving the horsemen to go on with him. 33And 
coming to Caesarea and delivering the letter to the governor, they presented Paul also before him. 
340n reading the letter, asking to what province Paul belonged, the governor learned that he was 
from Cilicia. 35He said, “I will schedule a hearing when your accusers arrive.” And he commanded 
him to be guarded in Herod’s praetorium. 


23:23-24 The tribune calls two of his centurions and orders that a force of 
470 soldiers be gathered to escort Paul to Caesarea. This is Caesarea 


Maritima, the Roman governor’s seat in Judea (see the discussion on Acts 


21:7-9 about this city). The soldiers will leave at the third hour of the 
evening (9 p.m.) and ride with Paul to the governor, Felix.[1] He was a 


favored freed slave, appointed by the emperor Claudius. Felix’s rule began 
in AD 52 or 53 and likely ended in AD 59 or 60, when he was recalled for 
his failure to deal well with Jewish violence. His third wife was Drusilla, 
daughter of Herod Agrippa I, and his first was the granddaughter (or 


great-granddaughter) of Antony and Cleopatra. Felix’s rule was violent 
and chaotic, as the Zealots began to emerge during his time. In defense of 
Roman authority, he ruthlessly tried to put them down, only heightening 
the violence. 

Paul is allowed to ride the distance, giving him added mobility in case of 
attack. The term kırjvn (ktene) is a general word for an animal that can be 
ridden; it might not be a horse but a mule or donkey (BAGD 455; BDAG 
572). The journey covers about sixty miles. The over ten-to-one ratio of 
soldiers to plotters will guarantee that they reach Caesarea. The 470 make 
up half the garrison, but the entire escort goes only part of the way (v. 32). 
The reference to de&10AGBouc (dexiolabous) is probably to spearmen; it 


means “taking something in the right hand.” Barrett (1998: 1077-78) notes 
another possible meaning for the rarely used term, that is, lead horses by 
the right hand as replacements to ride on the journey. In this case, the 
force would be halved. This would seem to limit the responsiveness of the 
escort, however, if there were trouble. The number seems large, but the 
extent of the threat is something the tribune does not know, and the trip 


to Caesarea is filled with the possibility of attacks from other Zealots 


(Pesch 1986b: 249-50n10; Williams 1990: 390; Witherington 1998: 696-97). 
Perhaps the tribune is using the occasion as an exercise for troops whose 
job might otherwise be rather tedious. It may also be that such displays of 
troop power serve as a reminder of a powerful Roman presence, especially 
in a rule that has dealt with numerous incidents (Jervell 1998: 562). This is 
the last time in Acts that we see Paul in Jerusalem. 


23:25 Claudius Lysias pens a letter of explanation that comes with Paul to 
the governor. Such a letter was common in this situation. It was known as 
a litterae dimissoriae, a letter sent in case of an appeal (provocatio; Justinian, 
Digest 49.6.1; Fitzmyer 1998: 726). There is no appeal yet here, but the 
circumstances are similar, as it is not yet clear to the tribune what took 
place. The letter that accompanies the transfer will lead to a trial that 
follows Roman custom in the case of a cognitio extra ordinem, an inquiry 
outside the order (Sherwin-White 1963: 48). The nature of the charge, 
disturbing the peace in a major way, also means that the governor needs 
to handle the case (Polhill 1992: 474). The remark “of this type” (&xovoav 
TOV TÚTTOV TODTOV, echousan ton typon touton) may indicate that Luke is not 
quoting the letter but summarizing its content in typical form (Marshall 
1980: 370), but Bruce (1990: 471) suggests that the expression could point 
to a verbatim copy, in which case the phrase would refer to a letter “that 
went like this” (NewDocs 1 no. 26; 2 no. 27; 1 Macc. 11:29; 15:2; 3 Macc. 3:30; 


Let. Aris. 34; Bruce 1978 [on Felix’s name]; Hemer 1987). Interestingly, 
Bruce (1988a: 434) earlier preferred the general-purport view. This is 
possibly the sense, as such letters were normally not made public, but in 
this case its basic contents may have been revealed at the hearing, given 
the uncertainty of the situation. Our translation reflects the verbatim 
view. Witherington (1998: 698) argues correctly that a decision on the 
sense and force of the phrase is not clear, since we do not have enough 
information to decide. At the least, we have a translation, since the letter 
most likely would be in Latin. Other works also quote official records like 
this (see Josephus, books of Maccabees, and Letter of Aristeas; Le Cornu 


and Shulam 2003: 1273-74; see also the introduction to 24:1-27 below). 


23:26-30 The letter begins with a standard greeting of respect for Felix as 
His Excellency (of Theophilus in Luke 1:3). The letter has five parts: 
introduction (v. 26); Paul’s arrest (v. 27); the investigation (v. 28); the 
conclusion (v. 29); and the reason Paul is now in Caesarea (v. 30; Fitzmyer 
1998: 726). The tribune’s first name, Claudius, is aRoman name this 
Gentile took when he became a Roman citizen. Claudius explains the 
circumstances of Paul's confinement but with an exaggeration of Felix’s 
role, a way of ingratiating himself to Felix, despite Barrett’s (1998: 1083) 
note that there is a possibility that Luke himself supplied this feature. Part 
of a decision here is dependent on one’s opinion of the letter’s 
authenticity (discussed above). Claudius explains that the Jews were about 
to kill Paul, a Roman citizen, when Claudius rescued him. Actually, the 
discovery of Paul’s social status came after the seizing of Paul, although it 
is true that Claudius’s act did save the apostle. The concise nature of the 
report also allows Claudius to ignore that he almost flogged a Roman 
citizen (Johnson 1992: 405). The Greek in verse 30 moves from a genitive 
absolute into an indirect statement that closes with the normal farewell. 
Conzelmann (1987: 195) notes the many juristic terms in verses 27-35 as 
this transfer sets up the examination in 24:1-23. 

Claudius explains that he held a council meeting to determine the cause 
of the disturbance but was unable to reach any conclusion except that 
there was a dispute about Jewish law, nothing that should result in Paul’s 
death or imprisonment. Statements about Paul’s innocence appear 
repeatedly in Acts (24:19-20; 25:25; 26:31; 28:18). Gallio draws a similar 
conclusion earlier in Acts (18:15). This detail is important to Luke: a 
“neutral” outside party assesses the issue and determines that there is no 
real threat to Rome, only an internal Jewish religious debate. The term for 
“disputes” ((ntnuátuov, zétématdn) appears only five times in the NT, all of 
which are in Acts (the others are 15:2 [the Jerusalem Council dispute]; 
18:15 [another Roman judges the disputes to be about Jewish issues]; 25:19 
[yet another legal report that the dispute is about Jewish issues]; 26:3 [Paul 
looks forward to Agrippa judging such disputes with knowledge]). The 
judgment that Paul has done nothing worthy of death is like Pilate’s 
judgment about Jesus in Luke 23:14-15, using the same terms. Jesus and 


Paul are on parallel tracks in this respect. The portrait is not entirely 
flattering to the Romans as some claim, given that the tribune thinks that 
Paul is innocent but still holds him in custody. 


23:31-35 The soldiers escort Paul to Antipatris before the horsemen take 
the apostle the rest ofthe way. Antipatris was thirty-seven miles 
northwest of Jerusalem, roughly halfway to Caesarea, which was not quite 
twenty-five miles more to the north, northwest of Antipatris (Josephus, 
Ant. 1.21.9 $417). It was built by Herod the Great, was located in Samaria, 
but had a mixed Samaritan and Jewish population that ran to the coast (Le 
Cornu and Shulam 2003: 1277). Reaching Antipatris completes the 
dangerous part of the trip by getting away from the plotters. They also 
have traversed the locales most likely to be used in an ambush (Dar and 
Applebaum 1973, although there is discussion on the exact location of 
Antipatris). The area between Antipatris and Caesarea is predominantly 
Gentile and so less dangerous for Roman troops. Some scholars complain 
that the trip to Antipatris is too long for one night, given that infantry 
could cover only about twenty miles in an evening. However, once the 
escort reaches Antipatris, the footmen return to Jerusalem. So “by night” 
may well mean “overnight,” reaching into the next day. 

When Paul arrives, the letter is presented to the governor. Felix asks 
Paul where he is from, and Paul tells him Cilicia. Still, Felix decides to try 
the case in the locale of the offense rather than in the accused’s home 
province. To try the case in the locale of the crime is known as the forum 


delicti (Sherwin-White 1963: 55-57; Marshall 1980: 373; forum domicilii is to 
try the case in the accused’s hometown province). Such information about 


a defendant's home is typical in a Roman legal process that includes 
something like a pretrial hearing. Felix commits to have a hearing when 


Paul's accusers arrive. He would not want to send Paul to the Syrian 


legate, since the case is too small and Paul's accusers would have to travel 
too far, a point that would annoy them (Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 1279). 


Until Paul's accusers can arrive, he is held in Herod’s praetorium 


(Josephus, Ant. 15.9.6 8331). Paul spends two years in prison here. 
Ironically, Paul is under both Roman custody and protection. 


In sum, this passage continues to develop how God has providentially 


made it possible for Paul to travel to Rome to witness to the empire’s 
highest levels. We also obtain a glimpse of human nature through Claudius 
Lysias. He takes credit for more than he was really responsible for in 
protecting Paul, making it sound as if he stepped in and provided the 
appropriate protection from the start. This tendency to self-exaltation, 
common as it is, still is not exemplary. It is one ofthe very human touches 
Luke gives to Acts. 

When we combine this section with the previous one, we see an array of 
characters reflecting diverse responses to the gospel. The Jewish 
leadership is mostly hostile, though some are willing to entertain the 
ideas Paul sets forth. For the most part, the Romans are strictly functional 
in their reaction. They are more interested in living through and carrying 
out the duties of their everyday lives than seriously engaging what Paul is 
setting forth. Many people go through life just pursuing their own goals or 
seeking to survive rather than engaging in a serious way with what God 
has for them. Whether this is the result of their own background and 
training about life or is motivated by the self-focus our culture tends to 
generate, it is a major distraction from the reason we were created by God. 
The Creator deserves more than a patronizing recognition in our lives, As 
throughout this section of Acts, Paul is the exemplary figure. He 
acknowledges God not only in his words but also by the very manner he 
faces this diversity of response. He also uses the opportunities he has to be 
a testimony to God. 


Additional Notes 


23:24. The full name of Felix is debated and has received much discussion because Josephus and 
Tacitus do not agree about it. Tacitus in Hist. 5.9 (and implied in Ann. 12.54) calls him Marcus 
Antonius Felix whereas Josephus calls him Tiberius Claudius Felix in Ant. 20.7.1 8137 (Tajra 1989: 
109-10). Bruce (1978) argues that his name was Tiberius Claudius Felix, on the basis of an 
inscription from Bir el Malik known as the Clemens epitaph. Hemer (1987), however, says that 
later discussion shows this inscription not to be about Felix. He notes that evidence from other 
inscriptions is ambiguous and so the issue is still not resolved (on the inscription, see Année 
épigraphique 1967: no. 535:166-68 and Robert and Robert 1970: no. 633). Bruce later (1990: 
436n64) also leaves the question open. 


More important for us is the wide power a governor possessed in such cases, a power limited 
only by the Roman citizen’s right to appeal. Tajra (1989: 112-16) notes the likely procedure in 
cases that were extra ordinem (see the discussion on 18:14-15): the case was heard in person, a 
formal act of accusation came from formal accusers, the defendant confronted his accusers face- 
to-face, the magistrate could weigh the charges, and governors could make an immediate 
decision. Tajra (1989: 115) concludes, “Paul's appearances before Governors Felix and Festus are 
very good examples of working extra ordinem procedure in the provincial court of an imperial 
province” because these hearings follow this outline of procedure. 


23:25. The Western text has an extensive expansion of these verses. The most important gives an 
explanation for the transfer: the tribune is afraid that the Jews would seize Paul and kill him and 
that afterward the tribune would incurthe accusation of having taken money (to allow the 
lynching). Such explanation is typical of the Western text. 


VII. The Arrest: The Message Is Defended and Reaches Rome (21:17-28:31) 
A. In Jerusalem (21:17-23:35) 

> B. In Caesarea (24:1-26:32) 
C. The Long Sea Journey to Rome (27:1-28:16) 


B. In Caesarea (24:1-26:32) 


In this important section, Paul gives repeated defense speeches before the 
governors of Rome, Felix (24:1-21) and Festus (25:1-12), and various 
Jewish leaders, including Agrippa II (25:23-26:29). Paul’s appeal to Caesar 
results in his going to Rome. Here Luke reveals how Paul views his mission 
and its relationship to God’s program and hope. Paul has done nothing 
worthy of arrest and is on trial for holding to Jewish hope. 


1. Paul’s First Defense and Custody before Felix 
(24:1-27) 


Paul gives his initial defense before the Roman governor here. This 
section contains a full examination, with representation by both the 


Jewish accusers and Paul. The scene begins with the setting (vv. 1- 
2a). Then Tertullus makes the case against Paul (vv. 2b-8). He begins 
with praise of the ruler, a captatio benevolentiae (vv. 3-4). Then 
Tertullus raises charges: Paul is a public nuisance and agitator, a 
ringleader of the Nazoreans, and a temple desecrator (vv. 5-6, 8).[1] 
Paul then gives his defense (vv. 9-21). Paul says that there is no proof 
of the charges and that he was the cause of no disturbance at the 
temple. The Way is merely the completion of Judaism (vv. 9-14), and 
resurrection is a hope of Judaism (vv. 15-21). In Paul's portrayal to 
the Roman leadership, this, in effect, is an in-house Jewish religious 
dispute (Pesch 1986b: 255). Paul gives a spirited defense through the 
work of the Spirit, as Jesus promised (Luke 21:13-15). In vv. 22-23 
Felix decides to give a verdict later, when Claudius Lysias comes to 
Caesarea. This means that Paul is held in custody even beyond Felix’s 
rule (vv. 24-27). Much in Paul’s speech tells the reader of Acts what 
the narrative has already shown; it acts as a review and summary of 
Luke’s argument in the book (Schneider 1982: 343). The trial fits the 
Roman procedure (Sherwin-White 1963: 49). Such a trial is open to 
the public (Witherington 1998: 703; Tajra 1989: 114-16). 

These summaries of the trial, especially the speech of Tertullus, 
would be rooted in Pauline sources (Pesch 1986b: 254-55; Fitzmyer 
1998: 732, in contrast to Weiser 1985: 626-27, who sees Luke 
responsible for the scene, although Weiser seems to be aware of some 
historical roots in Tertullus’s remarks, namely, the allusion to alms 


and the accusation of temple desecration). Witherington (1998: 702) 
notes that it also is possible that Luke had access to notes of this trial 


(see esp. Winter and Clarke 1993: 307-9).[2] Winter (1993: 305-36) 
shows in more detail how the Greco-Roman background and the form 
and availability of such legal sources help to illumine the court 


proceedings in Acts 24-26 and argues that Lukan access to official 
sources is agood possibility. He suggests that the printing of Lysias’s 


letter is an indication to Luke’s readers of access to such sources. 
Hemer (1989: 129) observes that both Sherwin-White (1963: 48) and 
Mommsen (1901), experts in ancient Roman legal practices, view the 


account as “an exemplary account of provincial penal procedure extra 


ordinem.” These two experts compare the scene to that in Apuleius, 
Apology. Again Luke has helped give the material its final shaping as a 
summary, but the scene is well rooted in a historical event. 

The material in verses 24-27 is also from traditional sources. Some 


argue that verses 24-25 are too positive to be from sources (Roloff 
1988: 339). Weiser (1985: 63) contends that the whole unit of verses 


24-26 reflects Lukan themes, including a person’s fear when faced 
with a man of God, the elevation of women, and Christianity exposed 


to people in high places—points Fitzmyer (1998: 738-39) also regards 


as possible. Felix’s alarm at the raising of moral questions, however, is 
not positive, and the note that he understood the Way more 
accurately may only indicate that having a Jewish wife gave him an 
advantage in understanding certain issues and that he sought her 
opinion. Marshall (1980: 381) and Williams (1990: 402) note that the 
inclusion of Drusilla serves no clear purpose, as nothing came of this 
meeting, and so the scene is not invented. As for the Lukan character 


of the themes, Luke is the only writer to detail Christianity’s 
interaction with political forces; thus the prominence of such themes 
in Acts is not surprising. One also must distinguish between Luke 
expressing himself in his own language as a writer and the likelihood 
that he did so with access to sources, which the background shows is 
both possible and likely. 


Exegesis and Exposition 


1And after five days the high priest Ananias came down with some elders and a legal advocate, 
a certain Tertullus. They laid before the governor their case against Paul; 2and being called, 
Tertullus began to accuse him, saying: “Because through you we enjoy much peace, and since by 
your provision, most excellent Felix, reforms are being introduced on behalf ofthis nation, 3in 
every way and everywhere we accept this with all gratitude. 4But, to detain you no further, | beg 
you in your kindness to hear us briefly. ?For we have found this man a plague, an agitator among 
all the Jews throughout the world, and a ringleader of the sect of the Nazoreans, $who even tried 
to profane the temple, but we seized him." ' 8By examining him yourself, you will be able to learn 
from him about everything of which we accuse him.” 

9The Jews also were joining in the charge, affirming that these things were so. 10And when the 
governor had motioned to him to speak, Paul replied: “Realizing that for many years you have 
been judge over this nation, | cheerfully make my defense. 11As you may ascertain, it is not more 
than twelve days since | went up to worship at Jerusalem; 12and they did not find me disputing 
with any one or stirring up a crowd, neither in the temple nor in the synagogues nor in the city. 
13Neither can they prove to you that of which they currently accuse me. 14But this | admit to you, 
that according to the Way, which they call a sect, | worship the God of our fathers, believing 
everything laid down by the law or being written in the prophets, Shaving a hope in God that 
these themselves accept, that there will be a resurrection of both the just and the unjust. 16So | 
take pains to have a clear conscience toward God and toward men always. 17Now after some 
years | came to my nation making alms and offerings. 18While | was doing this, they found me 
engaging in a rite of purification in the temple without any crowd or tumult. But some Jews from 
Asia—!9who ought to be here before you and to make an accusation if they have anything against 
me. 200r else let these men themselves say what wrongdoing they found when | stood before the 
council, 2lexcept this one thing which I cried out while standing among them, ‘Concerning the 
resurrection of the dead | am on trial before you this day. ” 

22But Felix, having a rather accurate knowledge of the Way, put them off, saying, “When Lysias 
the tribune comes down, | will decide your case.” 23Then he gave orders to the centurion that Paul 
should be kept in custody but should have some liberty and that none of his friends should be 
prevented from attending to his needs. 

24After some days Felix came with his wife, Drusilla, who was a Jewess " '; and he sent for Paul 
and heard him speak upon faith in Christ Jesus. 25And as he was arguing about righteousness and 
self-control and future judgment, Felix, being alarmed, said, “Go away for the present; when | 
have an opportunity, | will summon you.” 26At the same time he hoped that money would be 
given him by Paul. So sending for him often, Felix conversed with him. 27But when two years had 
elapsed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus; and desiring to do the Jews a favor, Felix left Paul 
in prison. 


24:1-2a Five days later the high priest Ananias, the elders, and a lawyer, 
Tertullus, arrive to conduct the Jewish leadership’s case against Paul 
before Felix. Tertullus makes the opening speech as the “rhetorician” 


(prtopoc, rhétoros) or, better, “legal advocate” (so our translation; Rapske 
1994b: 159). He is a hired pleader, a legal gun, if you will, whose ethnicity 
is not clear. His job is to inform the governor of the case against Paul. The 
verb ¿uoaviíw (emphanizö, inform) occurs fives times in these scenes 
(23:15, 22; 24:1; 25:2, 15). The plaintiffs are the Jewish leadership.[3] 
Tertullus brings a formal legal complaint. 


24:2b-3 Tertullus begins the speech by praising Felix, a typical move to 
ingratiate the ruler (2 Macc. 4:6) but one that is not entirely sincere given 
what we know about how the Jewish leadership viewed him (Lósch 1931). 
Nonetheless, there is praise of Felix’s ability to bring peace and of his 
vision in bringing reforms or improvements to the region, something the 
leadership sees and welcomes. They want him to do the same here 
(Gaventa 2003: 325). He is also addressed as “most excellent” Felix, as is 
common, to recognize his social status (23:26). Josephus (J.W. 2.13.2 $252) 
credits Felix with putting down the Zealots for a time (also Ant. 20.8.5 
88160-61, where he also notes that the situation became worse under 
Felix). The speech contains this note of praise, a narration of facts as 
Tertullus sees them (vv. 5-6), and then an appeal that the governor act. 
The praise prepares for Tertullus’s request because he wants the ruler to 
exercise vision and do what makes for peace here. Alliteration greets us in 
verse 3 with the phrase “in every way and everywhere” (rávtr te Kai 
Tavtaxod, panté te kai pantachou). 


24:4-6 As Tertullus asks the governor to hear the Jewish leaders’ charges, 
he notes, as is also typical in such speeches, that he will not delay in 
getting to his point. The call to hear the charges may be a recognition that 
really hard evidence is lacking, so that Tertullus asks Felix to listen with 
care, 

Paul is a “pest” or “plague” (Aoipov, loimon). He is like a pestilence or 
plague that infects the people (BAGD 479 SII; BDAG 602 SII, a person 
dangerous to the public). In Luke 21:11, the only other NT occurrence of 
this word, it refers to a time of pestilence. It is as if someone said today 
that a given person is a cancer that needs to be checked. The charge is 


conceptually like that made against Paul in Thessalonica in Acts 17:6-7. 


Paul is also an “agitator” (Kıvoüvra otdoetc, kinounta staseis; on 0TAOLG, 
15:2; 19:40; 23:7, 10). This charge makes Paul a danger to civic peace. He 
disturbs Jews throughout the world (a hyperbole) and is a ringleader 
(TPWTOOTÁTNV, protostaten) of the Nazoreans, that is, the dangerous leader 
of a sect (aípeorc, hairesis).| 4] 

A sect is a recognized group with identifiable beliefs. The term is used 
five other times in Acts (5:17 [of the Sadducees]; 15:5 [of the Pharisees]; 
24:14 [of the Way]; 26:5 [of the Pharisees]; 28:22 [of reports to Roman Jews 


about Christians]). The name “Nazoreans” is no accident. It identifies the 
regional origin of the group and falls short of making any messianic 


claims (John 1:46). By being called a sect, the “Nazoreans” are still seen as 
Jewish in origin. This charge is more political than that in Acts 21:28: it is a 
charge of sedition (Jervell 1998: 568). No witnesses are brought forward. It 


is framed in a way that connects this case with Felix’s chief area of 
responsibility, keeping the peace. 

The proof of the danger is in Paul's profanation of the temple, which is 
why the Jews seized him. This charge of defiling the temple is false but is 
raised again here because it was the cause of the original disturbance 
(BAGD 138; BDAG 173; the original charge is in 21:28). The term BeBnAow 
(bebeloo, profane) appears only twice in the NT. Matthew 12:5, the other 


occurrence, records Jesus's example of the temple being profaned without 
anyone experiencing judgment when the priests labor there on the 
Sabbath. In the original scene, it is not a charge that Paul came to the 
temple defiled but that he brought a Gentile there that evokes the 
reaction. The charge here either omits the ethnic element because of the 
audience or is stated in a very collapsed form. A papyrus (P.Lond. 1912, 
line 99 = CPJ 153) has the emperor Claudius warning Alexandrian Jews who 
engage in suspicious activity that they will be avenged if they infect the 
world, 

In sum, four elements are present in the charges: Paul is (1) a pest, (2) a 
political agitator, (3) the leader of a sectarian movement, and (4) one who 
tried to be disruptive at the temple. This can be reduced to the statement 
that Paul disturbs the peace as a seditious member of a dangerous sect. 
The evidence is his act in the temple. He should be stopped. Such charges 
are serious. The rising foment among politically oriented Jews, who 
eventually produced the troublesome Zealot movement, may serve as 


background to the charge. Christians were being compared to others who 
would cause Rome headaches, although it should be noted that the temple 
charge does not fit the political picture of Zealots campaigning for Israel, 
since their enemy was Rome. Here the “Zealot” was Paul, who was 
sympathetic to Gentiles, although this detail is not raised here. The 
implication is that Paul, as a violator of Jewish law, was disturbing the 
peace in a way that was socially disruptive, and the Romans did try to 
enforce public peace in Jewish regions (Gaventa 2003: 326; Rapske 1994b: 
162). The lack of a direct danger to Rome, however, is evident. The most 
they could charge Paul with was being allegedly disruptive. 


24:7 See the additional note on 24:6-8a. 


24:8-9 Tertullus claims that an examination (4:9) of Paul will confirm all 
of these allegations. The Jews, that is, the high priest and elders (v. 1), join 
in agreement with his argument, but Luke makes the point in an 
interesting manner. The verb pgúokw (phaskö, allege) appears only three 
times in the NT, two of them in Acts (24:9; 25:19; Rom. 1:22). The word 
refers to a claim that is uncertain as to its truth. For example, in Acts 


25:19, there is a report about Paul's belief of resurrection, but by using this 
term, the indication is that the one making the report is not sure ifit is 
true. So the term points only to a claim. Here the Jews are claiming that 


Tertullus’s report is accurate, but the use of the word expresses Luke’s 
doubt. Romans 1:22 has the same force. In that passage, men, claiming to 
be wise, are actually foolish in responding to God with the practice of 
idolatry. 

The verb ovvenéðevto (synepethento, joined in the attack) in verse 9 is a 
military term, here suggesting that Paul is a public enemy (Josephus, Ant. 


10.7.4 8116; Barrett 1998: 1100). It is an NT hapax. 


24:10 Paul is invited to speak by Felix’s nod to him. Paul has a shorter 


captatio benevolentiae, simply recognizing Felix’s role for many years as 
judge and expressing appreciation for an opportunity to defend himself. 
Felix would have been a judge for about five years at this point (ca. AD 57), 
unless one includes his being an aide to Cumanus, in which case his 
experience is longer. The implication is that the governor will be able to 


weigh and discern the lack of evidence against Paul. Paul lays out his 
remarks as a defense, to give an apologia to declare his innocence (other 
occurrences of å&noàoyéopar: Luke 12:11-12; 21:14; Acts 19:33; 24:10; 25:8; 
26:1-2, 24; Rom. 2:15; 2 Cor. 12:19). As verse 12 says, he was not disputing 
with anyone, nor was he causing any stir with anyone, in either the 
synagogues or the city. In short, he was minding his own business. 

The structure of his reply is that he did not make a disturbance (vv. 11- 
13), his relationship to the Way is not a violation of Judaism (vv. 14-16), 
there was no temple desecration (vv. 17-19), and there is no proof for the 
charges, as even the previous examination showed (vv. 20-21). 


24:11-13 Paul begins his formal defense with a declaration of innocence. 
It has been debated how twelve days are reckoned here. (1) Is it twelve 
days since the incident, counting to the day he was taken to Caesarea 
(Bruce 1988a: 443)? (2) Is the statement merely adding Acts 21:27 and 24:1 
(Marshall 1980: 376)? Or (3) is it simply saying that twelve whole days had 
gone by without trouble emerging (Barrett 1998: 1102; Witherington 1998: 
710)? Either the first or the last option is possible, as 24:1 and those five 
days are irrelevant with Paul in custody. He was not the cause of any 
disturbance anywhere in either the synagogues, the temple, or the city. He 
did not even dispute with anyone while there, something he could have 
done. He was there merely to worship. In fact, Paul claims that they 


cannot prove any of their charges. Literally, they cannot “stand by,” 
“show,” or “present” what they are charging Paul with (napaotfjoaı, 
parastésai; BAGD 627-28 §1f; BDAG 778 §1f; Acts 4:10, 26; 9:41). 


24:14-16 Paul does admit to certain things, none of them crimes. He 
makes a confession of faith, not of guilt (Gaventa 2003: 327). He is a 
member of the Way (060c, hodos, 9:2), the way to God and salvation. Others 
call it a “sect,” but it is not a “heretical” movement (on the contrast 
between “sect” in 24:5 and “Way” in 24:14, see Michaelis, TDNT 5:88-89). 
The Jews claim that this is a minority sect and is disturbing the peace, 
whereas Paul claims it is the “Way.” 

Those in this movement of God believe what the law and prophets teach 
and in the hope of the resurrection of the just and the unjust (Acts 10:42; 


17:31; 23:6; Matt. 25:31-34; Luke 10:12; John 5:28-29; Rom. 2:5; 2 Cor. 5:10; 2 
Tim. 4:1; Rev. 20:12-15; OT: Dan. 12:2-3; Judaism: Ps. Sol. 3.13; 1 En. 41.1-2; 
51.1-2; 54.1-6; Josephus, Ant. 18.1.3 $14). Barrett (1998: 1105) suggests that 
many NT texts leave unclear the role of the unrighteous as it relates to 
resurrection. The reason is that only the righteous are seen to benefit 
from resurrectionina positive manner, and so it is their resurrection as 
hope that is often noted alone. Acts speaks of the resurrection of the 
living and the dead because the Jewish view is of an end-time judgment 
that all are to face (Bruce 1988a: 444). Paul believes this Jewish hope. 
Resurrection is also important because it indicates who Jesus is (Acts 2:24, 
32; 3:15; 4:10; 10:40; 13:30; 17:3), but Paul does not develop this point here. 

The law here is seen in terms of redemption, salvation, and promise, 
that is, in terms of eschatological deliverance. It is hope (24:15). The 
“new” movement is actually rooted in old promises (13:15; 22:3; 28:17, 23), 
a sign that it should be respected as an appropriate reflection of Jewish 
hope. It is no subversive movement (Roloff 1988: 337). 

As his personal practice Paul tries to have a “clear conscience” 
(ànpóokonov ovveidnotv, aproskopon syneidesin) before God and others 
(20:20, 27, 33; 23:1; Stáhlin, TDNT 6:756, speaks of a “quiet” conscience). 
The term úokéw (asked, do one’s best, attempt) is rare, an NT hapax; it 
appears in 2 Macc. 15:4, where it means “practice” or “observe with care” 
the seventh day (the Sabbath). In sum, Paul believes the God of “our” 
fathers and is “guilty” only of being religiously faithful, a good Jew. This 
has been Paul's consistent defense in Acts. 


24:17-21 Now Paul turns to what has brought him in front of the 
governor, the tumult in Jerusalem. He was simply bringing alms and 
offerings to Jerusalem. He begins by noting that it has been many years 
since he was in Jerusalem, by which he means an extended time; about 
five years have passed. The reference to alms is the one clear remark in 
Acts confirming the fact that Paul had brought a collection for the church 
in Jerusalem (Gal. 2:10; Rom. 15:26; 2 Cor. 8-9). For Paul, this offering was 
appropriate as a reflection of the church’s unity and the contribution 


Jerusalem has made to the Gentiles’ faith. It also was for “my nation”; here 


Paul is supportive of Judaism and the nation of Israel and identifies with 
it. 
Haenchen (1987: 655) complains that this is misleading historically, but 


in fact it is Paul’s point (Fitzmyer 1998: 736). In Paul’s view, to contribute 
to Jews who believe in the hope of resurrection and the Messiah is to 


support Israel. That is the irony ofthe charge—Paul is on trial for 
supporting Israel and its faith. 

He was giving thanks in the temple. There they found Paul in an 
appropriate purified state, not causing any trouble as he worshiped. Paul 
claims that it was the Jews from Asia who caused his arrest and the 
disturbance. They should be brought before the governor to make the 
accusation if there is anything against Paul. He may be suggesting that 
they have nothing of substance or that those who were eyewitnesses have 


not bothered even to make an appearance. Sherwin-White (1963: 52-53) 
notes that the Romans thought little of people who abandoned their legal 
charges.[5] An abandonment of a charge was called a destitutio (Barrett 
1998: 1109). This reference to the Asian Jews breaks off before being 
completed in the Greek. 

Paul is saying that his Jewish accusers simply disturbed someone 
engaged in genuine worship. The Jewish leadership can testify to the fact 
that he has done nothing worthy of punishment except for crying out to 
the people that he was being examined because he believed in the 


resurrection from the dead (23:6-10). There has already been an 


examination of the facts, which the governor can check (22:30-23:9). 
There resurrection was a key issue. Like Tertullus in verse 8, Paul asks 
Felix to examine his opponents. He thereby confidently claims that the 
charges are false. He closes his remarks as they began: the only thing he is 
guilty of is having certain religious beliefs. These are issues that the 
Romans do not regard as illegal, nor do Jews view these beliefs as worthy 


cc 


of a civil sanction. As Fitzmyer (1998: 737) notes, “ ‘The resurrection of the 


dead” thus echoes like a refrain in these latter chapters of Acts.” Claudius 
Lysias has already declared that the issue is really a religious dispute 


(23:28-29). Paul's basic defense is that he is orthodox in his belief about 
Jewish hope (Schneider 1982: 349). 


24:22-23 Felix decides to put off a decision and wait for Claudius Lysias to 
come to Caesarea. To use Roman legal terminology, he “reserves 
judgment” (amplius) until he can gather more data. This nonresolution is 
summarized in the term ávaBódw (anaballö, bring a hearing to a close), 
an NT hapax. He probably wants to hear from someone who, in his view, is 
nonpartisan. Paul is to remain in custody, but with some freedom (äveoiv, 
anesin), as visitors can come and go (Rapske 1994b: 171-72). Felix is 
described as one who has a rather accurate knowledge of the Way. This is 
the last of six occurrences of some form of the word äxpıßög (akribös, 
accurately) in Acts (18:25-26 [2x; helping Apollos’s understanding]; 23:15, 
20 [sorting out Paul's case]; 24:22; 26:5). Luke does not indicate whether 
Lysias ever appears before them. Luke later notes that Felix kept Paul in 
jail as a favor to the leadership of the Jews (v. 27), even though the end of 
Felix’s rule resulted from his insensitivity to them (Josephus, J.W. 2.13.7 
§270; Ant. 20.8.9 §182). The impression is that Felix is saying one thing but 
doing another (Polhill 1992: 485). 


24:24-26 While Felix keeps Paul in prison, he holds a private audience 
with Paul before Felix’s Jewess wife, Drusilla. The impression of the 
narrative is that Felix is seeking input from someone who is distant from 
the dispute but may offer her expertise. Her Jewish connections may have 
given her some knowledge about the new movement. Paul’s testimony 
reaches the nation’s highest social levels. Born in AD 38, she is not yet 
twenty years old, the youngest daughter of Herod Agrippa I and sister to 
Agrippa II. This is her second marriage. She left her first husband, whom 
she had married in a customary, arranged marriage at fourteen. She is 
Felix’s third wife. Josephus (Ant. 20.7.2 §§141—44) notes that she was 
beautiful and was persuaded by Felix to leave her first husband (also Ant. 
19.9.1 8354; J.W. 2.1.6 §220; Suetonius, Claudius 28; Tacitus, Hist. 5.9). 

Paul covers the topic of faith in Jesus, identifying who the Messiah is. 
Paul also covers issues of morality, namely, righteousness (ö1Ka1ooDvng, 
dikaiosynés), self-control (éykpateiac, enkrateias), and future judgment (tod 
Kpipatoc TOD HEAAOVTOG, tou krimatos tou mellontos). Some scholars might 
wish to translate the first of these terms “justice,” but there seems to be a 


personal moral dimension raised by the mention of the next term, “self- 
control,” that makes the discussion one that includes personal ethics. The 
term “self-control” also raises an ethical element, as the moral 
environment of Greek culture is the likely subject (BAGD 216; BDAG 274). 
This is the only occurrence of éykpateia in Acts; it appears four times in 
the NT (the others are Gal. 5:23 [one of the fruits of the Spirit]; 1 Pet. 1:6 
[2x; one of the virtues leading to patience]). As often in Greek contexts 
within Acts, God’s judgment is also a major point here (10:42; 17:29-30). 
The issue of final judgment would be familiar to Drusilla but mostly new 
for a Roman like Felix (Larkin 1995: 343). One’s moral responsibility before 
God seems to be the topic, in addition to what verse 24 notes, faith in 
Christ Jesus. Jesus’s role as exalted judge is apparently a major point. As 
Bruce (1990: 483) observes, righteousness, self-control, and the coming 
judgment are “three subjects Felix and Drusilla certainly needed to hear 
about.” 

The personal circumstances of Felix’s marriage to Drusilla seem to be 
alluded to here, since the discussion makes Felix nervous. The term 
¿uooBoc (emphobos; Luke 24:5, 37; Acts 10:4; 24:25; Rev. 11:13) reflects 
emotions that are more intense than those indicated by the Greek word 
poBoc (phobos, fear). The ethical discussion recalls John the Baptist's 
preaching about Herod (Luke 3:19-20), except that here Paul does it face- 
to-face. 

Felix sends Paul away for future meetings, but his motives are not 
entirely pure. The term nukvotepov (pyknoteron) in verse 26 refers to his 
meeting “often” or “as much as possible” (on this term, see BDF §244.1). 
He desires a bribe, an irony in light of the topics Paul is addressing and an 
indication of why Felix is portrayed as a Roman ruler in a less than 
favorable light by those who wrote about him. Although the term xpr ata 
(chremata) generally refers to possessions, in this context it means a bribe 
(BAGD 885 82a; BDAG 1089; Mark 10:23; Luke 18:24; Acts 4:37). The term 
appeared earlier in Acts when Simon tried to offer money to Peter to gain 
the right to distribute the Spirit (3:18). Felix knows from Paul's remarks 
about alms and offerings that Paul has access to large amounts of money, 
and he may assume that Paul can get more. 


Taking bribes was illegal in principle (Lex Julia de repetundis; Bruce 1990: 


483; Tajra 1989: 330-31), but the restriction often was not heeded. 
Sometimes the powerful seek favors for their acts of benevolence. Not 
long after Felix, there is the example of Albinus, who succeeded Festus in 
AD 61.[6] Despite the many claims that Luke portrays Rome positively, this 


is not a flattering portrait of a ruler (correctly, Witherington 1998: 716-17, 
who notes that Felix never issues a judgment about Paul). There is no 
discrepancy in the mixed portrait of Felix as curious about the Way and 
yet seeking bribes (but so Haenchen 1987: 662; correctly assessed by 
Barrett 1998: 1116, who notes that people are quite capable of mixed 
motives). 


24:27 Paul is still in prison two years later when Felix is replaced by 


Porcius Festus in about AD 59-60 (Porcius is the clan to which Festus 
belongs [BAGD 693]). Scholars debate the chronology here because of the 


influence of Felix’s brother Pallas on Felix’s situation, an influence that 


could suggest a date as early as AD 55 given that Nero diminished Pallas’s 
status, but the bulk of the evidence is for the later date (Barrett 1998: 


1117-18 does not rule out an earlier date). The debate turns in part on 
whether Pallas maintained some influence after losing his office. We lack 
explicit information on this point. 

Festus, as new governor of Palestine, had a better reputation for 


fairness than Felix did (BAGD 856; BDAG 1053). Josephus (J.W. 2.14.1 §271) 
says that he sought to prevent disturbances in the country, and Ant. 20.8.9 


8182 and 20.8.10 §§185—88 have him deal with the sicarii, or Zealots; Ant. 


20.8.11 §§193—95 has him agree to let some Jews go to Nero to make a case 
for leaving up a wall they had built to prevent Agrippa from seeing what 
went on inside important parts of the temple with respect to worship, 
something Nero agreed to allow. All we know of Festus comes from Acts 
and Josephus. These details indicate how sensitive the issues were in the 
early sixties. 

As a favor to the Jewish leadership, Felix refuses to release Paul. The 
understanding seems to be that Paul cannot do major harm if he remains 
in custody. All of this is taking place in a context of fulfilling what Jesus 


said would happen both to his followers and to Paul specifically when he 


appeared to him (Luke 21:12-15; Acts 9:15-16; Gaventa 2003: 330). 

It is plausibly suggested that Luke may well have done his initial 
research for his Gospel and Acts in this two-year period (Witherington 
1998: 717). At this location he had access to multiple witnesses of such 
events. 

In sum, Paul makes an exemplary case for why Christianity is a threat 
neither to Rome nor to any state. In his case, he could say he did not break 
any laws, so that a look at the evidence of any alleged charges would be 
shown to lack merit. In particular, by being blameless before God, Paul 
also left himself in a position where he also had not broken any laws of the 
state. Today this cannot always be the case, as some governments outlaw 
seeking conversion. What should be made clear, however, is that such 


actions represent no threat to the state’s well-being. In fact, to bring 
people to faith should result in more law-abiding citizens who have a 
moral compass and do not harm others but seek what is best for them. In 


today’s world, where the moral compass has lost its magnetism, such a life 
stands in contrast to that of many. This contrast, if lived out in an 
effective, engaging manner, can be attractive when people sense the chaos 
of the alternative lifestyle that a lack of morals produces (Fernando 1998: 


583-85). No state should fear this, unless an ideological or religious 


agenda blinds it. Of course, all of this assumes that God’s people live in a 
manner in accordance with what they claim and that they evidence the 
faithfulness to God and the love and concern for others that they profess 
God has called them to reflect. 


We also see a directness in Paul's engagement with Felix. He does not 
say merely what Felix might wish to hear, even though he does 
communicate respect for Felix’s work as a public servant. When Paul 
speaks to Felix of “righteousness, self-control, and the judgment to come,” 
he is preaching what he himself is seeking to live, because Paul's major 
goal is to live in a manner that honors God, not just to talk about God. Paul 
challenges a common core value among many who have power: the idea 
that they are self-made people in control of their lives and need no one. 
Indeed, power often expresses itself in a desire to control or gain access to 
resources that can abuse others in the process. It can care little for others 


except in ways that use people to reach its own gain. Paul’s directness 
here, borne out by Felix’s own personal history, points to a need of Felix’s 


that parallels what many need and need to hear. Paul’s defense is that he 
is a citizen guilty of nothing but living out his faith and experiencing 


God’s promise. His offense is to challenge others to see the benefit of 


responding to God’s leading and direction as he has. Whether Paul’s 
offensive for the gospel is a cause for offense or is met with a recognition 
ofthe need to acknowledge God depends on the heart of the listener. Paul 
has met his responsibility by sharing. He is not responsible for the result 


or the response. The same is true today for those who spread God’s 
message, reflecting Paul’s example. 


Additional Notes 


24:6-8a. The Western text has an additional explanation after the mention of the Jews’ seizure of 
Paul. It is that the Romans take Paul from Jewish hands. The legal advocate’s point would be that 
the Jews had the right to judge the case, since they had seized him in the temple area. The remark 
is not true, but scholars question whether the original version of Acts made this additional point. 
It is possible that this is original because it states an objection to the Roman initiative, but the 
better MSS evidence is for the shorter reading (P’*, X, A, B, H, L, P; Polhill 1992: 481; Witherington 
1998: 709). It is likely that the Western text added the expression because the copyist, failing to 
recognize the original remark’s rhetorical dimension, found it hard to accept that Tertullus would 
commend Paul’s testimony. 


24:24. In an addition by the Western text, it is Drusilla who wants to hear Paul. 


2. Paul’s Appeal to Caesar before Festus (25:1-12) 


This scene has two main parts. In verses 1-5 Festus informs the 
Jewish leaders in Jerusalem that he will hear the case in Caesarea 
after they ask for a trial in Jerusalem. Their desire is to ambush Paul, 


as had been intended earlier, Festus’s hearing in Caesarea 
unknowingly prevents this possibility, another example of divine 


protection for Paul, unwittingly aided by the Romans. In verses 6-12 
the hearing takes place, with Paul giving a brief defense and ending 
his examination by making an appeal to be heard by Caesar. In this 
second portion, the setting of the hearing appears in verses 6-7. Paul 
declares himself innocent with respect to both Jewish faith and 
Roman law in verse 8. When Festus offers a trial in Jerusalem to Paul 


in verse 9, the apostle replies with his appeal to Caesar in verses 10— 
11 and again asserts his innocence. Festus agrees to give him the 
appeal in verse 12. 

The scene is a narrative and is rooted in Pauline sources (Pesch 


1986b: 264; Roloff 1988: 341). Weiser (1985: 638-39) argues for a heavy 
Lukan hand in the scene mainly because it parallels Luke 23. Many of 
these points, however, reflect a general Roman procedure in 
examinations, and no explicit effort is made in Acts to point out a 
parallelism, showing that the connection is less important than 
Weiser suggests (Barrett 1998: 1122). 

The scene paints Festus as competent and engaged in his role, and 
Paul as innocent. Still, again against the tenor of the examination, 
Paul continues to be held in custody. Barrett (1998: 1121) counters 
objections about the scene by Haenchen (1987: 668-69), who suggests 
that it is incomprehensible that there is no verdict, that Paul does not 
wish to simply remain in Caesarea, and that Festus does not want to 
resolve the case. Barrett hesitates on making a final historical 


judgment. Paul, however, has been led by the Spirit to seek to travel 
to Rome and has appealed to go there. Festus is pleased to have the 
examination move on. None of this is too difficult to appreciate 
either in the first-century context or as a matter of Pauline strategy. 
The scene is important because it explains how Paul ultimately heads 
for Rome. 


Exegesis and Exposition 


1Now when Festus had come into his province, after three days he went up to Jerusalem from 
Caesarea. 2And the chief priests and the principal men of the Jews informed him against Paul; 
and they were urging him, 3asking a favor to have the man sent to Jerusalem, planning an 
ambush to kill him on the way. “Now Festus replied that Paul was to be kept at Caesarea and that 
he himself intended to go there shortly. 5“So,” said he, “let the men of authority among you go 
down, and if there is anything wrong about the man, let them accuse him.” 

6Staying among them not more than eight orten days, Festus went down to Caesarea; and the 
next day taking his seat on the tribunal, he ordered Paul to be brought. “And when he had come, 
the Jews who had gone down from Jerusalem stood about him, bringing against him many 
serious charges that they could not demonstrate. 8Paul said in his defense, “Neither against the 
law of the Jews, nor against the temple, nor against Caesar have | sinned in any way.” 9But Festus, 
wishing to do the Jews a favor, said to Paul, “Do you wish to go up to Jerusalem to be tried on 
these charges before me?” 10But Paul said, “| am standing before Caesar's tribunal, where | ought 
to be tried; to the Jews | have done no wrong, as you know very well. 111f, then, I am guilty and 
have committed anything for which | deserve to die, | do not seek to escape death; but if there is 
nothing in their charges against me, no one can give me up to them. | appeal to Caesar.” 12Then 
Festus, after conferring with his council, answered, “You have appealed to Caesar; to Caesar you 
shall go.” 


25:1-3 Festus, as governor, goes to Jerusalem three days after his arrival in 
Judea to meet with the Jewish chief priests and leaders (literally, oi 
Mp@to1, hoi protoi, the first men; Luke 19:47). The Jewish leadership 
discusses Paul’s case with him and urges that Paul be brought to 
Jerusalem for a legal examination. The Jews present this proposal to 

Festus as a favor to them, something a new ruler might be inclined to do. 
Luke says that the real motive is an ambush (¿véSpav, enedran) against 
Paul with the stated goal to kill him (dveAeiv, anelein), as had been planned 


earlier (Acts 23:12-22, esp. v. 16). The imperfect tense in the request 


(mapeKcAovv, parekaloun) presents it as an ongoing request and may 
suggest an element of pressure (Williams 1990: 406). 

During this time, the high priest was Ishmael ben Phiabi. There was 
much infighting for power within the leadership in this period (Josephus, 


Ant. 20.8.8-9 88179-82; 20.8.11 §§194—96). 


25:4-5 Festus says that Paul is in Caesarea and will be examined there. If 


the Jewish “men of authority” (6vvatoi, dynatoi) want him to conduct a 
hearing, they must come back to Caesarea. Those of authority are 


synonymous with the “first men” of verse 2. If there is anything amiss or 


wrong legally (ätorıov, atopon, literally, “out of place”), they must accuse 
him there. The term ütonov here suggests that Festus is not going to 
commit himself to anything until a trial is held. This term is a soft legal 
expression and is put in a conditional construction (Barrett 1998: 1125). By 
requiring a trial in Caesarea, Festus unknowingly protects Paul. His 
decision seems to be for strictly pragmatic reasons. The onus is on the 
leadership to press the case. 


25:6 Festus is efficient. He stays in Jerusalem for eight to ten days and 
then returns to Caesarea, where he convenes a meeting over Paul the next 
day. He sits on the raised judgment seat known as the Bpa (bema; 18:12, 
16-17). Le Cornu and Shulam (2003: 1359) discuss the question of whether 
Luke had access to the archives Romans kept with care. There is no way to 
know, but it is quite possible. Winter (1993: 306-9) notes that over two 
hundred fifty papyri of official court proceedings have been found. He 
says that shorthand was used as early as AD 50, although what was present 
were accurate summaries of such speeches. Copies would be available to a 
defendant. Winter also points out that the speeches are about the length 


of those in Acts 24. This stands against Haenchen's (1987: 656) claim that 
the speeches are too short to be authentic. 


25:7 The leadership surrounds Paul and accuses him of many serious 
crimes. The description sets a tone of confrontation. The nature of these 
“heavy” or “serious” (Bapéa, barea) charges is not specified (Matt. 23:4, 23; 
Acts 20:29; 25:7; 2 Cor. 10:10; 1 John 5:3). Luke simply summarizes here that 
they cannot prove their charges. The charges likely parallel what Acts 


24:5-6 noted, especially given the categories Paul mentions in verse 8 
(also Luke 23:2; Acts 17:6-7). 


25:8 Paul’s reply is also summarized as a claim to be innocent, not having 
done anything against the law of the Jews (24:14-16), the temple (21:28; 


24:18-19), or Caesar. Paul includes both Jewish and Roman legal concerns, 
since his point is that the dispute is over Jewish religious beliefs. He has 


not “sinned,” or transgressed (Muaptov, hémarton), against any of these. 


This list suggests that the charges are about Paul’s allegedly acting against 
Jewish custom at the temple and perhaps contending for Jesus as another 
king. The issue regarding Caesar is important because if Paul is viewed as 
seditious, then the governor would be obligated to judge him. Paul is 


protecting himself from the political dimension of the Jewish leadership’s 
challenge. He is a good Jew and a good citizen (Fitzmyer 1998: 744). There 
is no treason (maiestas) present (Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 1361). 


25:9 Festus asks Paul if he wishes to be tried in Jerusalem. Festus is still 
trying to do the Jews a favor (24:27) early in his rule but does not simply 
accede to their request. The narrative makes clear that there is no reason 
for Paul to be tried, but he is still in custody. Also unclear is whether 
Festus is suggesting that he preside over such a trial to review at closer 
hand the facts of the case (Marshall 1980: 384) or whether the Sanhedrin 
would have authority in such an examination and then the favor would be 
to allow them to look at the religious charge. This scholarly discussion 
emerges because the phrase én’ ¿ob (ep’ emou, before me) is in an 
unusual position in the sentence. The expression suggests Festus presiding 
over a Jewish proceeding in Jerusalem, given that the only reason to move 
the hearing is to allow for full participation of the leadership. Festus can 
fulfill his legal responsibility in Caesarea. Acts 25:11 suggests that Paul 
thinks something is not quite right about the option. 


25:10-11 Paul’s defense is that he is charged with Roman violations and 
wishes nothing more than to be tried in a Roman court, as this is only 
appropriate under the circumstances. He reaffirms his innocence but 
restates that if he has done wrong or anything worthy of death, then he 
does not wish to escape such a penalty. If he did the crime, then he will do 


the time. But Paul says that the Roman court knows “very well” (KkäAAıov, 
kallion) that he has done nothing wrong; here Luke uses a comparative as 
an elative (Moulton and Turner 1963: 30). Literally, Paul says that he will 
not beg off (ob raparrod ar, ou paraitoumai) from death (Barrett 1998: 
1130; Josephus, Life 29 8141) if he has done wrong. If he is innocent, then 
his appeal to Caesar should be accepted. Both conditional clauses are 
stated as first-class conditions, and so each option is presented with equal 
likelihood. Here Rome is seen as a potential puppet for Israel’s leadership. 
Rome should not be a tool in this unrighteous pursuit of Paul. One senses 
Paul's desire that justice be done. There is implicit criticism of Festus here, 
since a verdict of innocent should be given. Nonetheless, Roman 
protection is better than a return to the hands of the Jewish leadership. In 
a sense, the new movement is severing itself formally from Jewish judicial 
care and seeking the protection of the state (Pesch 1986b: 267). 


25:12 After consultation with his advisers, Festus accepts the appeal to 
Caesar. Paul will go to Rome. These advisers were known as the consilium 


(ovpBovaAtov, symboulion; Schneider 1982: 360; Tajra 1989: 148-49; 4 Macc. 
17:17; Josephus, Ant. 16.6.2 §163). 

Paul’s appeal to Caesar is known as the provocatio, an appeal of a citizen 
for Caesar’s judgment before a judgment has been rendered (BAGD 294 
§2aB; BDAG 373; Reese 1975).|1] Originally, this was the right of appeal to 
have the people, not a ruling official, decide a case. By the first century, 
the appeal was to have the highest official make the decision (Conzelmann 
1987: 203-4). The case is extra ordinem (outside the order or code of law), 
which means that there is some freedom in how it is being handled. This 
secular use of provocatio (a calling upon) is a nice parallel to “calling upon 
the name of the Lord” in other texts in Acts (2:21, rendered invocatio in the 
Vulgate). This type of appeal is one of the oldest Roman ancient rights, 
dating back to 509 BC.[2] 

Bruce (1990: 488-89) details this arrangement and also discusses how 
such an appeal made sense before the great persecutions of AD 64-65. Paul 
probably suspects a problem here in the Jewish proposal to return to 
Jerusalem and in how Festus might respond because of politics, something 


that might be confirmed in verses 19-20. So Paul makes a legal maneuver 


around Festus, who allows the move and takes himself out of the line of 
fire because it does fit Roman custom. Suetonius notes the procedure by 
which Nero would hear such a case (Nero 15.1; Eckey 2000: 537). The 
judgment would not be rendered on the same day as the trial and would 
be given in writing. Acts, however, never brings us as far as this point. 


Numerous issues regarding Paul’s appeal to Caesar are discussed among 
scholars: whether this right is limited to Roman citizens and capital cases, 
whether it can be made during a trial instead of after, and whether, once 
made, it prevents release (Garnsey 1966, who opts for appeals only after a 
trial). Paul is exercising his right not to be tried before an incompetent 
tribunal (Fitzmyer 1998: 745). The final movement to Rome can now 
proceed (Acts 19:21; 23:11). The Caesar here is Nero, whose early reign, 
advised by Seneca and Afranius Burrus, enjoyed a relatively tranquil 


period (Suetonius, Nero 9-10) before, however, attaining a different kind of 
infamous notoriety. 
In sum, this exchange with Festus is a short outline of events, much like 


the scene with Felix, except that Paul's appeal to Caesar serves as 
protection for Paul the Roman citizen. Once again God's sovereignty has 


protected Paul through the means of the state’s law. And once again Paul's 
key point of appeal, as he is tried, is that he has done nothing against the 
state, something that Festus recognizes is true. There is also irony here. 


Even though Festus senses Paul's innocence, he cannot release him 


because of Paul's appeal to Caesar. But he also is not sure what to write to 
Caesar, given the circumstances. 
In a sense, Paul sends himself to Rome through his own actions in 


appealing Roman law. It is not clear whether Paul's appeal is done for 
apologetic purposes, to argue that Christianity should be recognized by 
Rome, or because Paul desires to share the gospel in Rome. Against the 
former idea is that nowhere is there an indication that Paul expects justice 
in Rome (Jervell 1998: 582, also n. 297). The sometimes critical portrait of 
Roman justice is also against this. But Roman justice is better than the 
expectation Paul would have with the Jewish leadership. So he seeks 


Rome’s protection while telling the Romans that there is nothing to fear 
from him in terms of disturbing the peace. If there is an apologetic to 


Rome, here it is indirect, Paul's greater concern is to take the gospel to 


Rome, and this appeal is an easy way to do so. Paul has a sense of his 
priorities as a servant of the gospel. Again we see how sometimes God's 
plan works in unusual ways, ways where our own actions can move the 
plan forward. 

Luke’s concern is to show that this new faith of the Way is rooted in 
God's ancient promises, is committed to hope, and is not a public threat to 
peace for anyone. 


3. Before Agrippa and Bernice (25:13-26:32) 


This important passage has the fullest discussion in Acts of Paul’s 
situation. It begins with Festus reviewing for Agrippa and Bernice 
what has taken place (25:14-21). He recounts the situation (25:14-16) 
and then the examination he has already held, which ended with 
Paul’s appeal to Caesar (25:17-21). Agrippa asks to hear Paul, and so 
with much pomp, a meeting is held (25:22-27). Festus publicly 
explains his rationale for the hearing in such a way that Luke could 
then likely reconstruct the earlier conversation (25:24-27). Festus 
wishes to have an explanation that he can give to Rome (25:26). He 
believes Paul is innocent (25:18, 25), and he hopes that these rulers, 
who are Jewish but also faithful vassals to Rome, will be of help. The 
pomp of the scene fits with first-century Judea (Johnson 1992: 428 
calls it a “show trial”; Josephus, Ant. 17.5.3 $93; J.W. 1.32.1 $620 [both 
Varus and Herod]; Ant. 16.2.3 830 [Marcus Agrippa)). 

Paul’s formal defense (26:1-32) both reviews and adds to various 
themes that have run throughout the trial. It is Paul’s last major 
discourse as well as his longest and most stylized. Witherington 
(1998: 737) notes nine elements of Greek rhetorical style. At a literary 
level, it ties together the entire cycle of events surrounding Paul. Two 
themes dominate: the declaration of the cross and the insistence that 
this new faith is actually an extension of Judaism. The charges are 
not as directly engaged. However, numerous witnesses to his 
testimony are appealed to: (1) Paul’s companions on the way to 
Damascus, (2) the Jews of Jerusalem, (3) Agrippa’s knowledge of 
Judaism, (4) the Scriptures, (5) a heavenly revelation, (6) Paul’s own 
testimony, and (7) Paul’s presence before the dignitaries as evidence 
of God’s protection (Witherington 1998: 737). These themes and the 


multiple lines of support give the motivation for his actions and the 
official Jewish reaction. It is a defense of his life mission, more for 
Agrippa than Festus, which makes it a speech addressing Jewish 
concerns (Witherington 1998: 735). Paul, very much the witness to 
the faith, is still reaching out to Jews. The speech has the following 


structure: Paul gives a generous remark about Agrippa (26:2-3), 
discusses his own Jewish life (26:4-8), speaks of his persecution of 
Christians and his conversion (26:9-18), and closes with his theology 
and hope rooted in the suffering Messiah (26:19-23). 


Paul reviews his life as a persecutor (26:4-11). He is on trial for the 
promise of the fathers (26:6). He also reviews his conversion and 


divine calling (26:12-18), to which he was not disobedient (26:19-23). 
His summary defense is that he does nothing but what Moses and the 
prophets have revealed (26:22); he thereby keeps the religious 
dimension at the forefront. The hope is that the Romans will sense 
that no civil issues exist for them to adjudicate. In one sense, this 
speech summarizes many of the key theological points about the new 
faith and how those in leadership and representing world power have 


trouble grasping it. Paul even appeals to Agrippa to believe (26:24- 
29), showing himself the exemplary witness who calls for a response. 
The entire defense obtains a verdict that Paul has done nothing 
worthy of death or prison. His appeal means, however, that he must 


be sent to Rome (26:30-32). 


O'Toole (1978: 156-60) sees the Pauline defense focused on 
Christology as the main point, with the resurrection at the core. 
God’s promise points to resurrection. Hope is a key idea in the 
speech, appearing three times. Agrippa’s reaction is also important. It 
shows that Paul’s testimony registers with some force, although 
Agrippa does not come to believe. Paul testifies to kings as Jesus 
predicted of him (Acts 9:15). The speech is an apologetic for the 
resurrection but also a presentation of the gospel. There is 
proclamation as well as apologetic here. 

This material is rooted in Pauline sources, like the other defense 
speeches. The discussion between Festus, Agrippa, and Bernice is 
harder to trace, but Fitzmyer (1998: 748) speaks of Pauline sources 


here also. This discussion may pull together issues raised at Paul's 
examination or perhaps Festus explained the other ruler’s presence 
at the hearing. Festus has the appearance of being a ruler in search of 
the facts. Official trial sources are also possible (Winter 1993: 306-9, 
333). Winter also argues that Lukan redaction does not preclude his 
working with forensic sources. The use of such sources “cannot be 
ruled out” (Winter 1993: 334). 

The origin of the scene is debated among commentators. Weiser 
(1985: 644) argues that it is simply to create a parallel between Paul 
and Jesus when Jesus was examined by Herod Antipas in Luke 23:6- 
12, but Barrett (1998: 1333-34) notes that this scene is much longer 
and that Bernice is present throughout, so that this explanation of 
mere paralleling is not enough. Pesch (1986b: 266-67) argues against 
a completely freely constructed scene by Luke. Roloff (1988: 345) 
argues for a freely constructed scene to give vividness, as is common 
in ancient history writing, and Conzelmann (1987: 206) calls it a free 
literary composition. Williams (1990: 410), however, suggests that the 
scene accords with ancient practice (Fitzmyer 1998: 748, it is “far 
from certain the whole scene is ‘a free literary composition’ ”). 

Haenchen (1987: 678) doubts that a Roman ruler would have held a 
hearing that in effect admits his inability to make a decision. He also 
thinks Festus’s search for something to write to Rome is artificial 
(“anything but a realistic description”; so also Conzelmann 1987: 
207). However, this conclusion ignores the fact of Paul’s appeal and 
the sense Festus has from the history of the case that the charge is 
without real substance, which he knows could be a problem. The 
insistence of the Jewish leadership against Paul is also a concern. A 
decision from Festus is not required, but he should supply important 
information to Rome without revealing his own incompetence 
(Marshall 1980: 387, 390).[1] Paul has now appeared before a 
synagogue, a governor, and a king (Luke 21:12-15; Acts 9:15). 


Exegesis and Exposition 


25:13Now when some days had passed, Agrippa the king and Bernice arrived at Caesarea, 
welcoming Festus. 14And as they stayed there many days, Festus laid Paul’s case before the king, 
saying, “There is a man left prisoner by Felix; 5and when I was at Jerusalem, the chief priests and 
the elders of the Jews gave information about him, asking for judgment against him. 161 answered 
them that it was not the custom of the Romans to give up anyone before the accused met the 
accusers face-to-face and had opportunity to make his defense concerning the charge laid against 
him. 17When therefore they came together here, | made no delay but on the next day took my seat 
on the tribunal and ordered the man to be brought in. 18Standing up, the accusers brought no 
charge, in his case, of such evils as | supposed; 19but they had certain points of dispute with him 
about their own religious beliefs and about a certain Jesus, who was dead but whom Paul 
asserted to be alive. 2°Being at a loss how to investigate these disputes, | asked whether he 
wished to go to Jerusalem and be tried there regarding them. 21But when Paul had appealed to 
be kept in custody for the decision of the emperor, | commanded him to be held until | could send 
him to Caesar.” 22And Agrippa said to Festus, “I should like to hear the man myself.” “Tomorrow,” 
said he, “you shall hear him.” 

23So the following day, coming with great pomp, Agrippa and Bernice entered the audience hall 
with the military tribunes and the prominent men of the city. Then, by command of Festus, Paul 
was brought in. 24And Festus said, “King Agrippa and all who are present with us, you see this 
man about whom the whole Jewish multitude petitioned me both at Jerusalem and here, 
"shouting that he ought not to live any longer. 25But | found that he had done nothing deserving 
death; when he himself appealed to the emperor, ' | decided to send him. 26But | have nothing 
definite to write to my lord about him. Therefore | have brought him before you and especially 
before you, King Agrippa, that, after we have examined him, | may have something to write. 27For 
it seems to me unreasonable, in sending a prisoner, not also to indicate the charges against him.” 

26:1Agrippa said to Paul, “You have permission to speak for yourself.” Then Paul, stretching out 
his hand, made his defense: 

2“Concerning all the accusations of the Jews, | think myself fortunate that it is before you, King 
Agrippa, | am to make my defense today, 3because you are especially familiar with all customs 
and disputes of the Jews; therefore | beg you to listen to me patiently. 

4“Now, my manner of life from my youth, spent from the beginning among my own nation and 
at Jerusalem, is known by all the Jews. 5They have known for a long time, if they are willing to 
testify, that according to the strictest party of our religion, | have lived as a Pharisee. And now | 
stand here being judged for the hope of the promise made by God to our fathers, “to which our 
twelve tribes hope to attain, as they earnestly worship night and day. And for this hope | am 
accused by Jews, O king! 8Why is it thought unbelievable by any of you that God raises the dead? 

9“| myself was convinced that | ought to do many things in opposing the name of Jesus the 
Nazorean. 1%And | did so in Jerusalem; | not only shut up many of the saints in prison, by authority 
from the chief priests, but when they were put to death, | cast my vote against them. 11And 
punishing them often in all the synagogues, | tried to force them to blaspheme; and in raging fury 
against them, | persecuted them even to foreign cities. 12“Thus | was journeying to Damascus with 
the authority and commission of the chief priests. 13At midday, O king, | saw on the way a light 
from heaven, brighter than the sun, shining round me and those who journeyed with me. 14And 


when we had all fallen to the ground, | heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew language, ‘Saul, 
Saul, why are you persecuting me? It hurts you to kick against the goads. 45And | said, ‘Who are 
you, Lord?’ And the Lord said, ‘| am Jesus whom you are persecuting. 16But rise and stand upon 
your feet; for | have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you servant and witness to the 
things in which you have seen me and to those in which | will appear to you, 17delivering you from 
the people and from the Gentiles—to whom | send you 18to open their eyes, that they may turn 
from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of 
sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me? 

19“Wherefore, O King Agrippa, | was not disobedient to the heavenly vision 20but declared first 
to those at Damascus, then at Jerusalem and throughout all the country of Judea, and also to the 
Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, performing deeds worthy of repentance. 21For 
this reason the Jews seized me in the temple and tried to kill me. 22To this day |, having the help 
that comes from God, stand here testifying both to small and great, saying nothing but what the 
prophets along with Moses said would come to pass: 23that the Christ must suffer and that, by 
being the first to rise from the dead, he comes to proclaim light both to the people and to the 
Gentiles.” 

24And as he thus made his defense, Festus said with a loud voice, “Paul, you are mad; your 
great learning is turning you mad.” 25But Paul said, “| am not mad, most excellent Festus, but am 
speaking the sober truth. 26For the king knows about these things, and to him | speak openly; for | 
am persuaded that none of these things has escaped his notice, for this was not done in a corner. 
27King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? | know that you believe.” 28And Agrippa said to Paul, 
“In a little while you "try with persuasion” to make me a Christian!” 29And Paul said, “Whether 
short or long, | would to God that not only you but also all who hear me this day might become 
such as | am—except for these chains.” 

30Then, the king, the governor, and Bernice and those who were sitting with them arose; 3land 
when they had withdrawn, they said to one another, “This man is doing nothing to deserve death 
or imprisonment.” 32And Agrippa said to Festus, “This man could have been set free if he had not 
appealed to Caesar.” 


25:13-16 Festus seeks help and advice from two important people close to 
Judaism: Agrippa and Bernice, his sister. This would be Herod Agrippa II 


(AD 28-100), also known as Marcus Julius Agrippa. He was the only 
surviving son of Herod Agrippa I, whose death is recorded in Acts 12:23, 


and great-grandson of Herod the Great, ruler of the region at Jesus’s birth. 
He ruled over the territory Philip originally received from Herod the 
Great, and in AD 56 he received even more territory, so that he ruled over 


the northeastern portion of Herod the Great’s empire (Lebanon and to the 
east, in modern terms, and over parts of Galilee and some areas east of the 
Jordan River). Judea, Samaria, and large parts of Galilee, however, 
remained in Roman control. The Romans did allow him to appoint the 
high priest, and this shows that they trusted him. He was called king in 


some inscriptions (OGIS 419; Fitzmyer 1998: 749). Agrippa II was part 
Jewish, and so the Roman governor was seeking his help as one with some 
knowledge about these matters. Agrippa had a reputation of being very 
pious in religious matters and expert in Jewish issues. He also was a 
faithful vassal: later he would side with Rome in the war that led to 
Jerusalem’s defeat in AD 70 (Photius, Bibliotheca 33). One of his sisters, 
Drusilla, was the wife of the previous Roman governor, Felix. Agrippa’s 
appointment appears in Josephus (J.W. 2.12.1 8223; Ant. 19.9.2 §§360-62, 
and several paragraphs in Life; also Ant. 20.6.3 8135; 20.7.1 8138; J.W. 2.16.4 
88235-401 [a long speech about not going to war]; Bruce 1990: 490-91). 
The very fact that his opinion is sought shows Festus’s suspicion that the 
debate is over Judaism. 

Bernice (Julia Bernice), his sister, lived in the palace with Agrippa, after 
having been a wife to Herod of Chalcis (in Lebanon), who was also her 
uncle, and to King Polemon of Cilicia (Barrett 1998: 1135; Josephus, Ant. 
20.7.3 $8145-46; J.W. 2.11.6 8220; 2.17.6 8426; Tacitus, Hist. 2.81; Suetonius, 


Titus 7; Dio Cassius, Rom. Hist. 66.15; Juvenal, Satires 6.156-60). She was a 
year younger than her brother (Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 1369). It was 


rumored that she was his incestuous partner (Gaventa 2003: 335-36). The 
Juvenal text cited above shows that this was a matter of gossip in Rome. 
Later she was mistress to Vespasian and especially to Titus, who desired to 
marry her but did not because of Roman antipathy to Jews. There is irony 
in having such a couple sit in judgment on Paul, who, as Luke makes clear, 
is innocent. This is a world turned upside down. 

After an unspecified number of days, Herod and Bernice have come to 
Caesarea to greet the new ruler. Festus uses the opportunity to allow them 
to hear Paul. The aorist participle &onaodnevoi (aspasamenoi, greeting) 
expresses an element of purpose and is presented as coincident in time, 
working without a time marker (Conzelmann 1987: 206; Fitzmyer 1998: 


749; BDF §339.1). 
Luke has Festus explain the situation. Festus has to present an 


explanation of Paul’s appeal to the emperor (Justinian, Digest 49.6.1; 


Fitzmyer 1998: 748). This scene functions as a narrative review (vv. 14-21). 
Paul is a prisoner under Felix and is still being held. Festus notes that the 
Jewish chief priests and elders want a judgment against Paul. In v. 15 the 


term katadixnv (katadiken) means “sentence of condemnation” or 


“conviction” (BAGD 410; BDAG 516). This is the only instance of the term 
in the NT. 
Festus reports that Roman custom requires that a man meet his 


accusers face-to-face (Justinian, Digest 48.17.1 reads, “And we employ this 
right lest those who are absent be condemned, for the concept of equity 


does not allow anyone to be condemned without his case being heard”; 


Tacitus, Hist. 1.6). Appian, Civil Wars 3.54.222 reads, “Our law, Senators, 
requires that the accused shall himself hear the charge preferred against 


him and shall be judged after he makes his own defense” (Conzelmann 
1987: 206). This is the recognition that aequitas romana (Roman fairness) 
has been followed (Fitzmyer 1998: 750). 


There is subtle polemic here, since a pagan state’s procedure is 


protecting Paul from the murderous plots coming from God's nation and 
those who claim to walk after the law. But Festus, despite recognizing his 
innocence, does not free Paul, showing that he lacks nerve. 


25:17-19 Festus explains that he brought Paul to trial as soon as he could 
with no delays. This is in contrast to 24:22 and the process under Felix, 


The concern for a fair trial is slightly different from the portrait of 25:1- 
12, where Festus was considering handing Paul over to the Jewish 
leadership. This account may make Festus look more honorable than 
initially. At least it makes clear that he does not succumb to the pressure 
to do otherwise. 

Festus has ended up with charges that he has not anticipated. In the 


end, “they brought no charge” (obdepiav aitiav Epepov, oudemian aitian 
epheron) against him involving evils or illegalities a Roman judge normally 
handles. This remark is like that in 23:29, where Claudius Lysias said that 
he found no cause for charges against Paul. Festus finds himself dealing 
with religious accusations and disputes, not matters of civil law. It also is 
similar to 25:7, where the charges are said not to be provable. The dispute 
at the temple has disappeared, probably because, in listening to Paul, the 
emperor realized that the temple dispute was only the surface issue for 


more basic differences (24:15, 21)—at least that is how Luke wants us to 
see Festus. This has been a point of Paul's throughout the dispute (22:7-10, 


14-15, 17-21; 23:6). The difference between the charges not being proved 
and the dispute over religious matters is more apparent than real. To show 
no violations of Roman law is to leave the charges unproved and raise 
questions about what the real subject of the dispute is. To this extent, 
Festus’s report does identify the true point of contention. 

The dispute centers on Jewish superstition or, better, religious beliefs 
(Se1o1da1poviac, deisidaimonias). Johnson (1992: 426) prefers the rendering 
“Superstition,” seeing Agrippa treated as an outsider, but this view is in 
the minority. This term previously appeared in 17:22, where Paul used it of 
idolaters. It was a common Roman term to describe the religion of those 
with whom one does not agree (Polybius, Hist. 12.24.5; Staudinger, EDNT 


1:282; Josephus, J.W. 2.9.3 $174; Ant. 10.3.2 842 [with a more neutral 
sense]). Here the term is probably more neutral, since Festus is speaking 
to Jews. Specifically, the issue is Jesus, a man who died and now is claimed 
to have come back to life. The Romans did not believe in resurrection, so 
this would be a foreign religious concept for them. So Paul is being 
charged with believing in the resurrection, something that Rome cannot 
judge and that is not a civil matter anyway. As often in these Pauline 
defense speeches, it is the authority Paul claims for this risen Jesus and 


the salvation he brings that is at the center of the dispute. In Festus’s 
internal report, Paul's innocence is again asserted with regard to Roman 


law. The central role of Jesus in the dispute is also clear. In Festus’s view, 
this is purely an internal Jewish dispute, and it leaves him uncertain what 
to tell Caesar, as verse 27 indicates. Festus does not say anything about 
doing the Jews a favor, but he need not here, as he is speaking with Jews 
and so is carrying out his desire to be sensitive to them. 


25:20-21 Festus states that he gave Paul the opportunity to go to 
Jerusalem and be tried by the Jews, on the logic that this was a strictly 
Jewish dispute. Festus himself says that he was at a loss on how to deal 
with the situation, although this is probably not an admission of his lack 
of competence but more a plea for understanding the complexity of his 
dilemma (Witherington 1998: 729). 

Paul's appeal to be heard by the emperor means that Paul will need to 
be sent to the ruler. Festus reports that he is keeping Paul until Paul can 
be sent to Caesar (LeBaotod, Sebastou), since the appeal is for a decision by 


the emperor. This term literally means “worthy of reverence” or “august” 
(BAGD 745; BDAG 917). Our equivalent is “His Majesty.” It is the official 
Greek equivalent of the Latin Augustus (worthy to be worshiped; MM 570). 
Its use for emperors dates back to Octavian in 27 BC (Suetonius, Augustus 
7; Dio Cassius, Rom. Hist. 53.16.18; Williams 1990: 413). 

The term úvartéurio (anapempö, send up) is a technical term for 
remitting a case to a higher court (Barrett 1998: 1140; Larkin 1995: 352; 
Fitzmyer 1998: 751; Josephus, J.W. 2.20.5 8571). There was precedent for 
this type of judgment and understanding based on religious grounds: 
Josephus tells of how Hyrcanus II was comfortable leaving his fate in the 
hands of Julius Caesar (Ant. 14.10.2 $195; Fitzmyer 1998: 751). 


25:22 Agrippa asks to hear the case. This may indicate that he has longed 
to hear him, since &ßovAönnv (eboulomen, I was wanting) is in the 
imperfect. Another option is that this is a desiderative imperfect (so 
Williams 1990: 413: “was desiring” to hear him). Festus agrees that he will 
do so the very next day. Like Herod Antipas with Jesus (Luke 23:6-12), 
Agrippa wants to hear about the movement. There are two differences. 
Pilate initiated the contact with Herod, but here Agrippa steps forward. 
Jesus was silent, but Paul will give a full defense. 


25:23 The audience takes place with great pomp (@avtaoiac, phantasias; 
BAGD 853; BDAG 1049). Here is the only instance of this term in the NT. 
The inquiry is held before the prominent people of the city and military 
leaders (xidMápxorc, chiliarchois; 21:31-33, 37; 22:24, 26-29; 23:10, 15, 17-19, 
22; 24:22; 25:23). These are probably the five tribunes, officers 
commanding over one thousand men each, stationed in Caesarea (Weiser 
1985: 649). Itis a grand occasion, a meeting of “royals” with the Romans. 
Luke 21:12 is fulfilled, as is Acts 9:15. 


25:24-27 Festus explains to Agrippa and the other dignitaries that Paul is 
someone whom the Jewish people have asked him to judge. In making this 
point, Festus no doubt is reading the leadership as the people's 
representatives; their role did share some popular support (21:36; 22:22). 
Those in Jerusalem and Caesarea have argued that Paul should not be 
allowed to live (ñv unkén, zen méketi). Is this an exaggerated charge? If 


Paul is seen as a social and political threat to stability, then the claim is 
not exaggerated. 
Festus does not see anything worthy of death (23:29). He notes, 


however, that he must explain to the emperor, Nero, Paul's appeal to 
Caesar, This is the second of three declarations of innocence for Paul 
(23:29; 25:25; 26:31). Caesar is called lord (Kupio, kyriö) here in a typical 
secular use (Fitzmyer 1998: 752; P.Oxy. 1143.4 [Augustus]; 37.6 [Claudius]; 
246.30, 34, 37 [Nero]). Festus admits that he has nothing certain (4opañéc, 
asphales) to write. This explains why he has assembled them together: 
perhaps they can help him know what to say, given that it is unreasonable 
(äXoyov, alogon) to send a prisoner without charges against him. This 
Greek term describes something that does not make sense or lacks cause, 


that is absurd (BAGD 41 82; BDAG 48). It appears only three times in the 
NT (2 Pet. 2:12; Jude 10). Festus had to submit such a report, since it was 
required, and it had to be his own report (Conzelmann 1987: 207; Polhill 


1992: 496; Witherington 1998: 733; Justinian, Digest 495-6). 

Again the question is raised why Paul has not been released if this is 
how Festus feels. The appeal is the reason Paul continues to be held. In 
effect, Festus says that Paul remains a prisoner because of his own 
demand. There is irony here as well. Festus has nothing to write because 
Paul is innocent, as he already knows. The scene shows him fishing for a 
credible charge. Luke does not come back to the letter or note what Festus 
wrote. More important is that the major figures express exasperation at 
not being able to articulate a charge (21:34; 22:30). Jervell (1998: 590) calls 


it an “absurd” situation for Festus (not to mention Paul). 


26:1 The hearing proper begins with Agrippa’s invitation to Paul to speak. 
Agrippa may well have been placed in charge of the meeting, since it is his 
help that is being sought. Paul begins his &moAoyia (apologia), that is, his 
defense. This is not a legal defense, however, since Paul’s innocence has 
been acknowledged. Rather, Paul takes this hearing as an opportunity to 
explain the motivation for his life and ministry. Paul stretches out his 
hand not to ask for silence, as in 21:40, but as a greeting to the king (Bruce 
1990: 496). The imperfect verb dmeAoyeito (apelogeito, made defense) is 
inceptive. He begins his defense in this way. 


26:2-3 Paul begins with a compliment to Agrippa for his familiarity with 
Jewish practice. This captatio benevolentiae is common in rhetorical settings 


(see 24:2-3). The rest of the speech proceeds according to typical 
rhetorical form: exordium (vv. 2-3), narratio (vv. 4-18), confirmatio (vv. 19- 
20), refutatio (v. 21), and peroratio (vv. 22-23; Winter 1993: 329-31). These 
elements are the prologue, narration, confirmation, refutation, and 
concluding appeal. Agrippa was known for being pious, so the compliment 
fits. The apostle feels fortunate (naxkäpıov, makarion) to have such a 
knowledgeable person hear his case. Paul asks to be heard with patience, 
since Agrippa is well equipped to appreciate the situation and Paul's 
address will go into some detail. He may well be suggesting that Agrippa is 


better qualified to hear the case than the Sanhedrin. Luke reports Paul's 
speech in a formal style of long sentences unlike other speeches, a style 
that fits the occasion. Josephus notes that Bernice could be very devout 


when a crisis emerged (J.W. 2.15.1 §§313-14 [a vow she made in the midst 
of danger from the plundering by Florus]). 


26:4-8 Paul sets forth his life story, his resume, if you will (Le Cornu and 
Shulam 2003: 1385). He begins by making two points: (1) All his life he has 


been a Jew (Gal. 1:13-14). He grew up in Jerusalem as a Jew. (2) He was a 
pious Pharisee, a group known for its strictness (often called “the strictest 
party” as here; Acts 22:3; 23:6; Phil. 3:4b-6; Josephus, J.W. 2.8.14 §162). Paul 
describes the Pharisees as a sect of a faith Paul’s Christianity shares 
because the Pharisees belong to “our religion” (nuetépac Opnokeiag, 
hémeteras thréskeias). The Greek term refers especially to religious practice 
(James 1:26-27). Those present can testify to these facts (Acts 22:5). He is 
on trial for having a hope in the promise made to “our” fathers (v. 6, also 
7; 23:6; 24:15; 25:19; 28:20). Paul thoroughly identifies with being Jewish, 
and his faith is not a violation of this heritage. He is faithful to “our” 


religion and “our” fathers. In defending himself, Paul is also explaining 
that the roots of this new faith are in fact old, reaching into Jewish 
promise. This is one of the most important statements in Acts about the 


relationship of Jesus to Jewish promise. It ties in to verses 8, 22-23 in the 
speech. It is Jesus’s suffering and resurrection that are alluded to here in 


line with Jewish messianic hope (for messianic hope in Judaism, see Isa. 
25:6-12; 51:5 LXX; 2 Macc. 2:18; 1 En. 40.9; T. Benj. 10.11; 2 Bar. 30.1; 40521 
2.2.1-13; Larkin 1995: 356; Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 1388). “The true Jew 
must become a Christian in order to remain a Jew” (so Conzelmann 1987: 
210). 

This section of Paul’s speech is laid out in a chiasm of three parts 
(Gaventa 2003: 339): Paul is faithful to the tradition (vv. 6-8, 22-23); Paul 
persecuted Christians and was persecuted (vv. 9-11, 21); and Paul was 
commissioned as a witness and serves as a witness (vv. 12-18, 19-20). 

Paul refers to all of Israel as “the twelve tribes” (cf. Luke 22:30). Note 
again Paul’s identification with Israel. These are “our” twelve tribes. 
Agrippa is still the focus in the speech and is addressed with respect as 
king. There is no sense that Israel or anyone who belongs to it is 
disqualified from hope or the plan of God as Paul preaches it (Rom. 9-11 
holds out hope for Israel, including ethnic Israel). 

The tribes give constant worship to God for the hope of resurrection. 
Anna in Luke 2:37b was an example of this hope. Paul asks rhetorically 
whether it is unbelievable (Gmotov, apiston) that God can raise someone 
from the dead. He is really saying that such a thing is not incredible. 
Central to the hope is that God gives life to the dead. Central to the 
resurrection is the raising of Jesus. This act showed that God can perform 
resurrection (Paul calls Jesus’s resurrection the “firstfruits” in 1 Cor. 
15:20). Through this resurrection Jesus was elevated to a position of 


authority at God's side. From this position Jesus offers salvation or 
judgment, with all people accountable to him (Acts 2:30-36; 10:40-43). All 


these ideas are wrapped up in Paul's defense of the resurrection. This 
hope centers on resurrection and what it can accomplish. 

Nothing should hinder his audience from faith, although each group 
would have to make adjustments to its current view. The Gentiles would 
have to adjust the most, as they do not believe or generally even discuss 
resurrection. The Pharisees need only accept that Jesus was raised for 
their sins in order to receive the Spirit (2:30-38). The Sadducees would 
have to reverse their view that resurrection does not take place. Jews who 
believed in resurrection saw it as a doctrine that was to come in the end, 


but Paul is declaring that the first realities of this end have already come 

(Roloff 1988: 351). Here is the irony. The coming and preaching of the very 
resurrection hope that Jews should respond to as the goal of their worship 
is why they charge Paul with sedition. Sadly, they could not be more blind. 


26:9-11 Paul then turns to describe his persecution of Christians, what he 
calls his opposition to the name of Jesus of Nazareth (2:22). In using Jesus’s 
simple name, he refers to him as he would have as a persecutor: no Christ 
or Lord here. Only the direct intervention of the risen Jesus brought him 
to appreciate who Jesus is. Paul, as Saul, busied himself in locking up “the 
saints” (tv ayiwv, ton hagiön) in prison with the approval of the chief 
priests (8:3; 9:13; 22:5). 

Saul also voted for their death. Is this a reference to many dying, in 
which case the Romans would have intervened, since the Jewish 
leadership did not have the right to execute, or is the remark somewhat 
rhetorical and generalizing, indicating what he would have liked to see? 
Literally, the phrase katapépw yRoov (katapherö psephon, cast a vote) 
means “set down a stone” or “pebble,” which is how votes were cast in the 
ancient world (Philo, Unchangeable 16 875; m. Sanh. 5.5; Le Cornu and 
Shulam 2003: 1397). Some commentators discuss whether Paul is 
suggesting that he was a member of the Sanhedrin. This is unlikely. More 
probable is an allusion to his support of what happened to people such as 
Stephen in Acts 7 (Witherington 1998: 742). Paul's repeated references to 
the plural “them” show that many suffered such a fate and suggest that he 
and the Jewish leadership were breaking the law. 

As a persecutor, Saul also tried to compel these Christians to blaspheme. 
The imperfect rivaykaZov (enankazon, I compelled) here is conative 
(Wallace 1996: 551; BDF 8326); it suggests a consistent effort that did not 
succeed: “I tried to force.” The reference to blasphemy probably means 
denying who Jesus really is or even cursing him (m. Mak. 3.10-15). Pliny 
the Younger (Ep. 10.96.5) shows a Roman attempt to make Christians deny 
Jesus in Bithynia during the early second century. The mention of 
synagogues is a new detail. The remark about blaspheming is made from 
the perspective of his now appreciating who Jesus is, as is the reference to 
Christians as “saints.” Saul’s persecution extended to cities outside Israel 


as he raged in anger (£pınlaıvönevog, emmainomenos) against them. Here is 
the only instance of this verb in the NT. The adjective (£pnavnig, emmanes, 
frenzied, frantic) appears only in Wis. 14:23. Paul details his persecution 


with more intensity than in Acts 22:3-4, 


26:12-15 Saul was on such a mission when he was headed to Damascus 


(9:1-2, 14, 21; 22:14-21). The chief priests had commissioned him. He 
therefore has been on the other side of this dispute. At midday a bright 


light shone around Saul's group on the road to Damascus (9:7; 22:6, 9; an 


appearance from heaven, Exod. 20:18; Deut. 4:12; Isa. 60:1-3; Larkin 1995: 
359). It was brighter than the sun. All fell down, but only Saul heard the 
voice. Only this version notes that all fell to the ground. This shows that it 
was a real, external event, not merely an internal vision of Jesus. Only 
Saul, however, understood the exchange. A voice spoke to Paul in a 
Hebrew dialect and asked why he was engaged in persecution.|2] Saul was 
addressed with his Semitic name, Xaova (Saoul). Elsewhere Luke uses the 
Greek form of the name, ZaöXog (Saulos; Acts 9:1; Marshall 1980: 395). The 


double naming, “Saul, Saul,” points to a theophany (Gen. 22:11; 46:2; 1 
Sam. 3:4; 2 Esd. [4 Ezra] 14:1; 2 Bar. 22.2; Johnson 1992: 435). 

Why was Saul kicking against the goads? The reference to goads is a 
new detail for this scene. A goad is a stick that serves the same purpose as 
a whip and is used to prod and direct an animal. So in the appearance 
Jesus was asking why Saul is kicking against God’s discipline and direction. 
The word often occurs when speaking of a horse that was not to kick 
against the goad (kévtpov, kentron; BAGD 428 §2; BDAG 539-40). Saul was 
being told not to resist the divine call and to stop persecuting God’s 
people. The “kicking against the goads” pictures his being pricked and his 
reaction against them. The pricks are not just his conscience but also the 
new forces crowding in around him, fighting his sense of divine destiny. 
To kick against the goads is part of a Greek proverbial idiom, although a 
general reference simply to the goads is common in Greek literature.[3] 
Paul cannot and should not fight against Jesus. Paul himself speaks of 
compulsion in his ministry (1 Cor. 9:15-18; Fitzmyer 1998: 759). 

The account launches into a commission narrative (Hedrick 1981). The 


scene is focused on Jesus’s call. There is no mention of Saul's blindness or 


of Ananias as in the other accounts. The variation is part of Luke’s skill in 
telling the event three times (Acts 9, 22). Each time additional angles are 
given as to what took place. 

When Saul asked who was speaking to him (Acts 9:5; 22:8), the reply 


came, “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting.” The Lord who appeared to 
Saul is the risen Jesus who is being persecuted when his people are 


persecuted. Jesus identifies closely with the believers’ suffering. This 
scene convinced Saul that Jesus was raised, that God had done this, and 


that Jesus had authority even as Jesus’s lead in Saul’s calling shows. Paul 


came to believe the apostles’ message as the word of God. The living Lord 
was defending his followers. 

The event has key implications. If Paul came to faith in the mid-30s, 
then the core theology about which he wrote was clearly in place by then. 
In other words, the only way Paul could process this vision and 
understand it as he did was by having heard and now believed the 
apostolic message from figures like Peter or Stephen. Even though Paul 
argues in Gal. 1 that he received the gospel by revelation, his ability to 
understand that appearance of Jesus assumes a preunderstanding that the 
apostolic preaching would have supplied. Thus, the event shows how old 
the core theology of Christianity is; it goes back to the earliest days ofthe 


apostles’ preaching. 


26:16-18 In the commission proper, Saul was told to rise to his feet. He 
was appointed (1) to serve God and (2) to bear witness to the things 
associated with Jesus. The concept of servants and witnesses for those 
who proclaim is common in Luke (Luke 1:2; 24:48; Acts 1:8, 22; 2:32; 3:15; 
5:32; 10:39, 41). It may well be that Paul’s service is primarily as a witness, 
and so the two ideas are placed next to each other so that the second term 
explains the first (Rengstorf, TDNT 8:542—43). The allusion to language 
such as in Luke 1:2 and Acts 1:8 may suggest the elevation of Saul to a 
witness of first rank. There is no meeting with Ananias, as Paul’s account 
is condensed in its recounting of events (Wikenhauser 1961: 271; Marshall 
1980: 395 [“telescoped”]). Such telescoping, however, does not suggest 
that Jesus did not commission Saul in this vision. Witherington (1998: 743) 
rightly notes that Paul attributes his commission to the Damascus road 


experience (Gal. 1:1, 15-16), and argues that Ananias does not give a 
commission to Paul but confirms this call. We should see this detailed 
commission, then, as supplied here for its dramatic effect and giving 
details held back until now. Paul’s speech to Agrippa is exactly such a 
testimony by a witness, where Paul serves God by giving the message. 

In addition, Jesus would appear to him in the future as the Lord 
delivered (&&aıpounevog, exairoumenos) Saul from the “people,” that is, the 
Jews, and the Gentiles, to whom Saul was being sent. The verb could mean 
“choose” or “rescue,” but here deliverance is the point, as this is often its 
force in Acts (Johnson 1992: 436; Acts 7:10, 34; 12:11; 23:27; also Exod. 3:8; 
18:4; Deut. 32:39; Pss. 36:40; 58:1 [37:40; 59:1 Eng.]). A clue is that the 
language here parallels Jer. 1:5-8 (note also Ezek. 34:10; 1 Chron. 16:35). 
Perhaps a scene such as the rescue of Acts 27, which is yet to come, is 
foreshadowed, or even Paul's protection up to this point, since the Lord 
has assured Paul that he will travel to Rome. Paul is sent to preach this 
Jesus. The message is to both groups, as the relative pronoun in verse 17, 
otc (hous, those whom), probably refers back to both the Jewish people 
and the Gentiles, since verse 20 makes clear that both audiences are in 
view (Luke 2:32). Schneider (1982: 374) sees the pronoun as referring only 
to Gentiles, but verse 20 argues otherwise, as does the idea that Jews need 
their eyes opened as well (Luke 1:16, 78-79; 4:18). Witherington (1998: 744) 
points to the picture of blindness in Bar-Jesus at Acts 13:4-12 (the gospel 
to Gentiles: 9:15; 13:47; 22:21). Such guidance by Jesus also has been 
repeatedly described; 16:9, 18:9, 22:17-21, and 23:11 are key examples. 

Paul's task is described in three infinitives: to open (Avoi&aı, anoixai), to 
turn (emotpewaı, epistrepsai), and to receive (Aaßeiv, labein; Barrett 1998: 
1161). Paul is to open the eyes of people and turn them from darkness to 
light (Col. 1:13; 1 Thess. 1:9-10; T. Levi 19.1;Jos. Asen. 8.9), from Satan to 
God. Cosmic conflict has been a theme of Acts (8:11, 20-23; 13:10; 19:13— 
19). It is a part of Jewish thinking about God's work in the world (1QS 1.9- 
10, 18, 23; 2.19; 1QM 1.1; 2.2-5; 14.9; Fitzmyer 1998: 760). The image of a 
ministry of light is like Isa. 42:7, 16. With the opening of people's eyes and 
their turning in response comes receiving the gift, the reception of 
forgiveness of sins (Luke 1:77; 3:3; 4:18; 5:20-21; 7:47-49; 11:4; 17:3-4; 


24:47; Acts 2:38; 5:31; 10:43; 13:38), giving those who respond a place 
among those sanctified (i.e., set apart) by faith in Jesus (Acts 20:32; 1 Cor. 
1:2; Titus 2:11-14). So the gift of the gospel has two prime elements: (1) 
the forgiveness of sins and (2) the reception of a place with God and the 
saints. 

To have a place among the sanctified is to have fellowship with God. 
Light is a frequent Pauline image (Rom. 2:19; 13:12; 2 Cor. 4:6; 6:14; Eph. 
5:8; Col. 1:12; 1 Thess. 5:5). This “place” (kAñpov, kleron) means a portion of 
an inheritance (Ps. 77:55 LXX [78:55 Eng.]; Larkin 1995: 361). Light is also a 
messianic image in the OT. It describes what the Messiah is as he leads 


God's way in—an image of the morning star and of the Messiah as light in 


Isaiah (Luke 1:79; see v. 23 below). The language of Saul's commission 
reflects typical Christian language (Eph. 5:8; 6:12; 1 Pet. 2:9). His mission is 


an extension of Jesus’s work as the servant. 

Inheritance is linked to sanctification as the natural extension of 
justification. The categories are distinguishable but not separable. So 
three parts of the process appear in response to the message: 
understanding, change of direction, and the reception of gift. The result of 
response is that one receives an inheritance among those who believe in 
Jesus. The issue of faith in Jesus follows as the climax of the saying; miotet 
(pistei, through faith) gives the means by which these benefits come (Culy 
and Parsons 2003: 497, an instrumental dative). This is all triggered by 
faith as it grows out of conviction and repentance. For both Paul and Luke, 


“opening eyes” and “turning” are other ways to speak of faith.[4] Polhill 
(1992: 504) correctly says, “One could hardly give a more succinct 


presentation of the gospel.” One also could hardly find a text that better 
summarizes the major theological concerns of Luke-Acts when it comes to 
mission. 


26:19-21 Paul says that his arrest is the result of obeying God and the 
heavenly vision (öntaoig, optasia). Paul's experience was both an event 
that others sensed and a vision that was his uniquely in terms of its 


instruction. He was “not disobedient,” a description that reflects litotes; 
he was fully obedient (Rom. 1:16). He declared to Jews and Gentiles the 
need to repent, turn to God, and perform deeds that reflected such 


repentance. Paul’s message was for all types of people. Note the link 
between response and the concrete expression of change (Acts 15:9, 11; on 
repentance, 2:38; on turning, 3:19; “evidence of genuineness,” Gal. 5:22- 
23; 2 Cor 135-7). 

Verse 20 is a key verse telling what Paul asked for when he preached. He 
asked the same from both Jews and Gentiles, namely, that they repent (i.e., 
change their minds) and turn (i.e., change the direction of the orientation 
of their life). These responses can also be called faith directed toward 
Jesus, the idea mentioned at the end of verse 18. So all these ideas are 
related to each other. Faith in Jesus is where the process ends, but to get 
there, a person changes his or her mind about sin and God and turns to 
God to receive the offer of salvation through Jesus. So each of these terms 
(“repent,” “turn,” “believe”) is adequate for expressing the offer of the 
gospel, since Paul used each of them.[5| 

Paul was not an antinomian. He did not believe that someone who had 
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faith could do whatever one wished without concern for God's moral 
standards. So here he also exhorts his audience to live, in response to 
grace, in a way that produces fruit reflecting the change of direction 
called for by forgiveness. This is not a third responsibility, since the term 
mpacoovtac (prassontas, performing) is a present participle, making the 
performing of deeds something that happens alongside, and 
simultaneously with, the other elements, in dependence upon repenting 
and turning (Luke 3:8; Eph. 2:8-10; Titus 2:14; 3:8; Gal. 5:22-23; 2 Cor. 13:5- 
7). This response is wrapped up in the ideas of repenting and turning, just 
as here repenting and turning are wrapped up in faith. One who turns to 
God follows in God's way and produces fruit. To trust God is to be 
responsive to God. John’s Gospel calls this loving God, knowing God, or 
abiding in God (John 14-16). Polhill (1992: 505) summarizes, “Works can 
never be the basis of salvation. They are, however, the inevitable result of 
a genuine experience of turning to God in Christ.” 

In verse 20, there is an odd geographical link between Judea and the 
Gentiles and difficult syntax (Barrett 1998: 1163; m&odv TE TV X@pav TG 
Tovóaiac Kai toic ¿Bveorv, pasan te ten chöran tes Ioudaias kai tois ethnesin). 
The accusative among datives is odd. Some scholars suggest that an eic 
(eis) has dropped out before the accusative clause; Bruce (1990: 503), 


Marshall (1980: 397), and Haenchen (1987: 686-87) note the possibility of 
an early gloss (a later scribal addition); but there is no MS evidence for 
either of these ideas. Some complain that the account is in contradiction 
to Gal. 1:22 and to the narrative of Acts 9, since in those passages no one in 
Judea knows Paul and he has no ministry in Judea, at least for a time (Acts 
15:3-4; 18:22; and 21:7-16 are later examples; Witherington 1998: 746). The 
remarks, however, may well be a compression of events over a long period 
(Rom. 15:19). Williams (1990: 420) notes that the syntactical issue 
distinguishes between preaching in Damascus and Jerusalem (in 
synagogues) and among the Gentiles elsewhere if one sees an accusative of 
extent (also Larkin 1995: 362). Fitzmyer (1998: 760) simply calls the 
reference a Lukan hyperbole, meaning that Paul preached everywhere to 
anyone. It might be best to see an ellipse, so that the verb “I evangelized” 
is missing before the accusative. Then the point is that Paul evangelized 
everywhere: “I preached repentance and turning to God to those in 
Damascus and Jerusalem—I evangelized Judea—and to the nations.” 

Paul's obedience to God began immediately in Damascus. Paul's 
message, especially in including Gentiles, is why he was seized in the 
temple (Acts 21:27-29) and why the Jews wanted him dead, a repeated 
effort that failed, as the imperfect (éne1p@vto, epeirönto, were trying) 
suggests. This Greek verb is an NT hapax. Texts such as Ps. Sol. 17.22—23 
and 2 Bar. 72 show that for many Jews, there was no possibility that 
Gentiles could share in divine eschatological blessing.[6] The Jewish 
leaders may also be upset that Paul claims to represent true Judaism. Here 
is Paul's only direct reference to the formal charge against which he must 
defend himself. He is not responsible for the civil disruption. A religious 
difference is the cause of the charge; this is why no Roman role is 
described in this section. Paul's defense is, “I have a divine calling through 
Jesus. It was the risen Jesus who gave me this call and made me do it. I was 
directed from heaven to do so.” It is likely that the inclusion of Gentiles in 
this message was a major irritant and not just the preaching about Jesus, 
because the temple complaint was that Paul had brought Gentiles into the 
temple area and defiled it. Luke 4:25-30 shows how some Jews reacted to 
the inclusion of Gentiles into promised blessing. 


26:22-23 Paul says that he has survived all this because God has helped 
him. The term ¿mxovpia (epikouria, help) is an NT hapax. It is used only of 
supplication in the LXX (Wis. 13:18). Josephus (Ant. 1.19.2 8281) has the 
term in its sense of “aid” or “help.” Philo (Spec. Laws 1.54 $298) uses the 
term where God helps people by giving them sleep for rest. 

Paul gives testimony to all kinds of people, great and small, about 
nothing other than what Moses and the prophets said would take place 
(Josephus, Ant. 2.6.1 $94, uses the idiom regarding how Joseph of the book 
of Genesis helped great and small overcome the famine). 

This kind of summary appeal to Scripture recalls Luke 24:44-47, where 
the appeal is to the faithfulness of the crucifixion and resurrection to 
Israel’s hope.[7] Such a claim of faithfulness is also common in this section 
of Acts (22:14, 18; 23:6, 29; 24:15, 21, 25; 25:19; 26:6-7). Paul is a preacher of 
Jewish promise and hope. Here the claim is that although the preaching of 
Christ seems new, it is in fact very old, rooted in the Hebrew Scriptures, 
already ancient in Paul's time. So Paul is not a religious innovator and 
perverter of the truth; he is merely preaching what God promised from 
long ago. 

The content of his message is that the Messiah must suffer and be the 
first to rise from the dead. The remark here triggered by ei (ei) in verse 23 
has the force of indirect discourse, giving the content of an utterance. The 
idea of fulfillment looks back to verses 6-8. This message would free Paul 
to preach “light” to both the people (Jews) and Gentiles (Isa. 49:6; Luke 
2:32 has the parallel image). Three ideas are key: suffering, resurrection, 
and the proclamation of light. 

The term naßntög (pathetos, suffering) is an adjective and describes the 
Christ as one who would undergo rejection (Acts 2:23; 13:29; 17:3; esp. 
8:32-36, where Isa. 53 is cited; also Luke 22:37 and Isa. 53:12). Texts such as 
Isa. 53 and Pss. 2 and 118 are probably alluded to here (see Acts 8:32-33; 
4:25-26; 4:11). Jesus must undergo this suffering; it is a part of the divine 
plan. Luke notes this concept often (Luke 24:26, 46; Acts 3:18; 17:3; van der 
Woude, TDNT 9:524). 

The second major teaching in Scripture is the resurrection from the 
dead. Paul in his epistles adds the note that Jesus was the first to 


experience this, as he says here (1 Cor. 15:20; Col. 1:15-20; Rev. 1:5). Texts 


in mind here include Pss. 16:8-11 and 110:1 (Acts 2:22-36). 
Finally, the gospel here is portrayed as a light that guides. Jesus is the 


light shining out of darkness (Luke 1:78-79; 2 Cor. 4:6). This light is 
proclaimed to both Jews (“the people”) and Gentiles. The two groups are 


tightly linked by the conjunction te, meaning “both” Jews and Gentiles. 
The Scripture always looked to include both Jews and Gentiles in divine 
blessing (Gen. 12:3). Through Jesus the opportunity comes to both groups, 
which is part of what may well have been upsetting some of the Jewish 
audience. 


26:24 Festus responds loudly (ueyóAn ti pwvň, megale te phone, in a loud 
voice) that Paul's declaration means that the preacher is mad as a result of 
his learning (on the expression without the article, see Acts 14:10; 16:28). 
His interruption might seem somewhat rude if it were not for his status. 


One is reminded of how supreme court justices today cut off lawyers’ 
arguments with questions or observations. Although Paul is really 
speaking to Agrippa, it is Festus, the Gentile, who interrupts. Festus has 


heard enough and declares that Paul has lost his mind; he is “mad” (paivn, 
maine; BAGD 486; BDAG 610; Acts 12:15) in the sense that his learning has 
driven him to embrace insane things (eig paviav nepırpenen, eis manian 
peritrepei). Insanity is what resurrection would have seemed like to a 
Roman, who might have believed only in the immortality of the soul (Acts 
17:32; 25:19). For Festus, such a doctrine is learned speculation, having the 
sound of wisdom but not believable (Roloff 1988: 355). The gospel is, as 
Paul says elsewhere, foolishness to the Gentiles (1 Cor. 1:23). As Polhill 


(1992: 507) paraphrases, “All your learning ... has lifted you out of the real 


world.” It is possible that a parallel blessing to Jews and Gentiles also is a 
difficult thought for the ruler (Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 1412). 
Reconciliation of the races before God is a struggle for some people to 


accept. The reaction is like the one to Paul's speech in Acts 17:18, 32. 


26:25-27 Respectfully addressing Festus as His Excellency (cf. Luke 1:3), 
Paul defends the sanity of his thinking and turns to Agrippa, a Jew who 
might understand. Perhaps the Jewish ruler has an appreciation of the 


truth of these ideas, which were not “done in a corner.” Without missing a 
beat, Paul appeals to the Jewish representative who may appreciate his 
argument and who has been his key audience from the start of his speech. 


Paul has not lost his mind but speaks “true and prudent words” 
(GAnBEiac Kai owppooDvng prinata, alétheias kai sophrosynés rhemata), or 
“the sober truth.” The combination of “true” and “prudent” is common in 


Greek, as is a contrast between “prudent” and “mad” (Lucian, Timon 55; 
Xenophon, Memorabilia 1.1.16; P.Oxy. 1.33; Plato, Phaedrus 244D; Barrett 
1998: 1168). In this context, where Paul has been accused of being crazy, 
his reply is that his words are truth. He has not lost control of his 
thoughts; they are quite sober and thought through. The metaphor of 
things not being done in a corner refers to no hidden events tucked away 
somewhere in the corner out of public sight (BAGD 168; BDAG 209; 
Malherbe 1985-86; Epictetus, Discourses 2.12.17; Plutarch, Moralia 777B; 
Fitzmyer 1998: 764). The idiom means not doing one’s philosophical 
reflection in a way that is disengaged from the public. Paul can speak 
boldly and say that these events were public enough that anyone paying 
attention could appreciate them. Paul asks the king if he believes the 
prophets, who declare that such things are possible and a part of God’s 


plan. The issue Paul wants to focus on is God’s teaching as set forth in the 
prophets. Paul is a model witness and evangelist here. Agrippa is capable 


of understanding and appreciating what Paul claims (Acts 26:2-3). 


26:28-29 Agrippa senses the pressure of Paul’s remark about the prophets 
and appears to marvel that in such a short time Paul would think or try to 
make him a Christian. The present tense neißeıg (peitheis, you [try to] 
persuade) here is conative (Wallace 1996: 534): Paul is attempting to make 
Agrippa into a Christian, something the king will not accept. The king is 
backed into a public corner before Festus and wants out. This is the second 
and final occurrence of the term “Christian” in Acts; the term was used 
derisively in 11:26, and so Agrippa is probably not serious here. The other 
NT occurrence is in 1 Pet. 4:16, which teaches that if one suffers as a 
Christian, then one is to glorify God. It may be that the force of the reply 
is, “With such few arguments you seek to make me a Christian” 
(Witherington 1998: 751; Larkin 1995: 364-65n). Another option is that 


Agrippa replies rhetorically, “With such little argument you make me play 
the role of the Christian” (Johnson 1992: 439-40; 1 Kings 20:7 LXX B [1 
Kings 21:7 Eng.] has an expression close to the one in Acts using the verb 
TOLEW, poied, to do or make). Fitzmyer (1998: 764) and Barrett (1998: 1171), 
however, reject this understanding, arguing that such an idiom is later, 
and Marshall 1980: 400 notes that the 1 Kings idiom requires a present 
tense, not an aorist, infinitive as appears in Acts 26:28. Barrett (1998: 1170) 
notes that any debate over whether the point in verse 28 is the short time 
or the little argument does not make sense, as one idea implies the other 
(“a short time would not permit a long argument”). In light of the 
appearance of a similar phrase in verse 29, he opts for the idea of “with 
little trouble.” The reply falls somewhere between earnestness and irony, 
rather than being sarcastic. Agrippa recognizes what Paul is trying to do 
(Weiser 1985: 655). 

In verse 29 Paul's reply is that whether it takes a short or a long time (év 
ókiyo Kai Ev pEyaA®, en oligö kai en megalö), he would pray that all who are 
listening to him might become a Christian as he is, with one exception, 
namely, that they not share his chains of imprisonment. The reference to 
prayer indicates that Paul desires to intercede on behalf of all the 
audience to become Christians. Paul's desire is expressed with the 
potential optative (ev3aiunv, euxaimen), rarely used in the NT. This makes 
the point gently (BDF §359.2, §385.1; “I would pray”). The reply clearly 
expresses his heart (BAGD 329 81; BDAG 417 §1). The verb eüxonaı 
(euchomai) reappears in 27:29. The reference to a short or long time is 
slightly more likely than reading the phrase as another reference to small 
and great as in verse 22, given that the remark in verse 28 (év óMyo, en 
oligö) is about time as well. 


26:30-32 Festus, Agrippa, and Bernice then arise and meet with other 
prominent people. They privately make a judgment that Paul has done 
nothing worthy of death or prison. This is the third such declaration in 
this sequence (the others are 25:19-20, 25, as was the case with Jesus: Luke 
23:4, 14, 22). It is the fifth such remark in Acts (also 23:9, 29). The scope of 
Paul's innocence has grown since 25:25: now he is innocent even of 
grounds for imprisonment. The socially highest people to hear the case 


declare that Paul is without guilt in this matter. The speech is a legal 
success but changes nothing. Agrippa concludes the deliberations by 
noting that if there not been an appeal to Caesar (25:5, 11, 21), then Paul 
could have been set free. Nothing, however, will short-circuit the appeal to 


Caesar. It is now a matter of honoring Caesar’s prestige or auctoritas to 
render a decision he has been asked to make (Sherwin-White 1963: 65). 
Some scholars challenge this part of the passage and its credibility. How 
could this conversation be known? The results of the hearing would have 
made the view ofthe governor, Agrippa, and Bernice evident. It is possible 
that this result and explanation would have been communicated to Paul, 


possibly even as “You could have been freed if you had not appealed to 


Caesar.” So it is off to Rome for Paul. The injustice—but providence—of 
his situation continues. 


In sum, we see an overview of Paul’s defense that also allows him to 
present the gospel. The personal nature of his testimony is an important 
element of his message. This is not an abstract presentation of theology; 
rather, it focuses attention on how Paul knows that God is at work in his 
life through the gospel. This personal element is part of what makes 
testimonies to the gospel so powerful. Many churches are now 
incorporating into their services a time for personal testimony from 
members. When this is done well, in crisp, personal, and anecdotal style, it 
is a very effective means of presenting the gospel. Some shy away from 
such appeals to experience, noting that there are a variety of experiences 
out there in our culture, some authentic and others not reflective of truth, 
but the point is that God in a genuine experience does work through the 
everyday events of our lives, and such accounts do connect with people 


and cause them to reflect. Paul's basic appeals are that he is innocent of 
anything destructive and that his faith is in line with promises God made 
long ago. These actions of realized promise God has performed through 
Jesus. 

We also see a summary of how evangelism takes place (Fernando 1998: 


598-605). God calls and enables, both through circumstances and through 
faithful witnesses. These witnesses speak to anyone, great or small, about 
Jesus. The message is focused on what God has done with and through 
Jesus on behalf of others. Christianity is neither merely an ethic nor a 
culturally grounded faith that has contributed to Western culture; it is a 


divinely revealed relationship to God that God initiates through the work 
and provision he graciously provides through Jesus, an obstacle-free way 
into fellowship with him. It is rooted in teaching that God has revealed in 
words of promise, in Scripture, and through attested events. This message 
is for anyone, east or west, north or south, rich or poor, slave or free. It is 
presented with persuasion and invitation but not coercion. Agrippa senses 


this “pressure” to believe. Paul acknowledges it but also acts in such a way 
that it is clear that God must work in the heart ofthe person responding. 
Paul was a faithful witness at his trial not because everyone he witnessed 
to became Christians as he stood in the dock. That was not success in his 
view. He was faithful because they all heard how central Jesus was to life 
as Paul defended his own actions. 

Paul the defendant teaches us that evangelism is not about results but 
about faithfully delivering the message. It is like being a paperboy. The 
paper arrives at the front door because the witness brings it. But to enjoy 
the benefit ofthe paper, the person at home must open the door, read the 
news, and understand it. Paul shows us that the message can be naturally 
brought forth in a variety of settings and circumstances. He also 
demonstrates that the personal nature of that story is often the most 


compelling. Paul makes clear that the results are God’s business; we are 
merely the means of delivery. 


Additional Notes 


25:24-25. An expansion of these verses appears in the Western text. Festus says that he would 
not hand Paul over without any defense. In fact, he could not do this because of the emperor's 
orders, and so he ordered the Jewish leaders to Caesarea. Festus also notes that he asked Paul if 
he wished to be judged by them in Jerusalem. All these details have already been alluded to in 
the account. 


26:15. The Western text adds a reference to the “Nazorean,” making the remark parallel to 22:8. 


26:28. The reading neißeıg (peitheis) appears to be the original here (X, B, 33, 18), since it explains 
the reading of A (mei8n, peithe) and fits the rhetorical setting. 


VII. The Arrest: The Message Is Defended and Reaches Rome (21:17-28:31) 
B. In Caesarea (24:1-26:32) 

» C. The Long Sea Journey to Rome (27:1-28:16) 
D. Visitors in Rome: The Gospel Preached (28:17-31) 


C. The Long Sea Journey to Rome (27:1-28:16) 


Luke makes use of a common motif in this section of Acts, the long 


sea voyage. One need only think of Homer’s epic the Odyssey to know 
how popular such accounts were.[1] To survive a test of life at sea was 
to be portrayed as righteous (Williams 1990: 426). Readers who know 
the OT will think of the story of Jonah or texts in the Psalter (Pss. 


42:7; 66:12; 69:23, 15; also Isa. 43:2; Roloff 1988: 360). 
The earlier segment of the journey has two parts. First they take a 


ship of Adramyttium from Caesarea to Myra (27:1-5). Then they sail 
on an Alexandrian ship from Myra until the shipwreck in Malta 


(27:6-44). Gaventa (2003: 350) speaks of seven scenes to the journey 
in chapter 27: the initial phase and difficulties (vv. 1-8), Paul's failed 
intervention (vv. 9-12), the storm and loss of hope (vv. 13-20), Paul's 
intervention and prophecy (vv. 21-26), the ship drifting and the loss 
of hope (vv. 27-32), Paul's intervention with a meal (vv. 33-38), and 
the shipwreck (vv. 39-44). 

The storm at sea dominates the early part of this account (vv. 13- 
38), and verses 39-44 depict the shipwreck and Paul's survival. One of 


the main themes of the account, beyond God's sovereign protection, 
is that Paul can influence events even as a prisoner. 


The trip from Malta to Rome completes the unit. In 28:1-10 Paul's 
surviving a venomous bite in Malta underscores God's protection and 
Paul's righteousness. The final steps to Rome appear in 28:11-16. 
They take another Alexandrian ship from Malta to Puteoli (28:11-13) 


and go by foot the rest ofthe way to Rome (28:14-16). Gentiles saw 
Rome as the center of the earth. In this journey, however, starting as 
it does in Judea, Rome is a long way off, on the edges of the earth for 
one starting from Caesarea. With Paul’s arrival in Rome, the gospel 
can go out to all people, since everything comes to and from Rome. 
Paul notes his travels in a general way in 2 Cor. 11:25-26. 

Paul speaks four times in this material: 27:10 (his warning); 27:21- 
26 (an angel tells him that the ship will be destroyed but all will be 
rescued); 27:31 (he gives counsel as sailors try to escape); and 27:33- 
34 (he urges passengers to eat and says they will be rescued; 
Schneider 1982: 379). Schneider also notes that three life-threatening 
situations dominate the scene: the sea storm, the shipwreck, and the 
snakebite. Paul survives all three. Deliverance is key to the passage, 
and many variations of the Greek verb owíw (sözö, deliver) occur 
here. 

The journey is rooted in the “we” source and is told with vivid 
detail. Conzelmann (1987: 215) sees a literary device here. His view is 
rooted in the position of Dibelius (1956: 204-6). Hanson (1985) has 
challenged this approach by a comparison with such sea voyage 
accounts in Thucydides that no one questions historically (Pel. War 
6.1-61). 

Roloff (1988: 358) also challenges the scene’s trustworthiness. He 
argues that the picture of Paul’s treatment does not fit the way 
prisoners traveled. He also questions the way in which the scene of 
Paul’s intervention is in tension with the flow of the account. Finally, 
he sees as strained the manner in which the “we” portions are noted. 
He has in mind here the speeches in 27:9-11 and 21-26, which, he 
argues, are not consistent. Fitzmyer (1998: 774) also sees the Pauline 
portions as insertions into the sea voyage account, with verses 21-26 
perhaps having roots in the Pauline source. Roloff, however, does see 
some elements of authentic material behind the chapter, into which 
the Pauline scenes are inserted, which makes his position different 
from that of Conzelmann. This is a position close to that of Haenchen 
(1987: 709-10). 


Pesch (1986b: 286) challenges the view that Luke formed the 
material completely, but agrees with Roloff about insertions of scenes 
about Paul. Pesch defends the core of the account by pointing to 
details about the name of the cohort and the presence of Aristarchus 
that point to a nonliterary origin. The noting of a change of ships is 
another such detail. 

A variation of the “literary” explanation is found in Robbins (1978). 
He argues that the sea voyage genre is normally written in the first 
person plural. This approach has been examined by C. J. Hemer 
(1985), however, and found wanting. There is no first-person-plural 
sea voyage genre (Bruce 1990: 509). 

The account in 28:1-10 is also a piece of tradition that Luke has 
worked over (Schneider 1982: 401; Pesch 1986b: 296). It includes two 
miracle accounts: Paul's survival of the snakebite and a Pauline 
healing of Publius’s father, who had fever. 

The entire unit does give the sense of a genuine event to which the 
“we” source was a witness. Also, the idea that the Pauline scenes have 
been inserted is questionable. Jervell (1998: 612-14) speaks of the 
nautical details being unlike the voyage scenes in romances and sees 
an event with a high degree of historical probability. To survive such 
an event would leave a clear impression (J. Smith 1880; Rapske 1994a: 
1-47). There is detail in this story that is unlike its parallels. The 
difference in the way the prediction is handled by Luke in 27:9-11 
and 21-26 also suggests a source where Paul's view of things is 
altered slightly by a vision of the Lord. If verses 9-11 and 21-26 are 
created pieces, the author has not remembered how he created one 
differently from the other. This is an unlikely scenario. It is clear that 
Paul was not a normal prisoner, as he seemed to have unusual 
freedom, with his Roman citizenship being an element in the 
equation (Witherington 1998: 759), not to mention the peaceful 
nature of his long incarceration up to this point. From two millennia 
away, one should not underestimate the power or effect of what was 
clearly a significant personality (Marshall 1980: 402-3 and esp. 
Barrett 1998: 1178-80, who sees in the account the “actual experience 
of Paul and his friends,” though acknowledging some literary 


coloring). Under stress to preserve his own life, the centurion may 
well have come to engage Paul, who would be seen as a religious 
figure in touch with the divine. Determining interruptions in a 
narrative is subjective. 

The account does have a few major narrative themes. Whereas 


Rome’s leaders earlier pointed to Paul’s innocence, now God and the 
creation speak to it by having him survive a life-threatening test 
(Miles and Trompf 1976, although their emphasis on judgment for 
the Jewish leadership is less than likely; Talbert and Hayes 1995; see 


Fitzmyer 1998: 767-68). Paul's stature as a figure thereby grows, for 
his survival indicates that God has marked him out as an unusual 
man, a hero in the best sense of the term. Finally, those who listen 
and follow the message of Paul experience deliverance, a symbol of 
what his real message also brings. Paul is the exemplary witness and 
epitome of faithfulness. He is one who trusts in God. It also is 
important to recognize that the Pauline parts of the account bear the 


narrative burden of the story (27:9c-11, 21-26, 31, 33-36), although 
the theme may well be found in 27:24. 

Why does Luke give such detail to this journey? Witherington 
(1998: 755) suggests that part of the reason was the eyewitness 
character of the scene, which was a part of Greek historical writing. 
We should add that the risk of the journey allows Luke to show how 
far away Rome was and how God protected Paul in every way to 


assure his arrival there. Rome has the feel of being at the “end” of the 
earth as viewed from the land of Israel. 


Exegesis and Exposition 


27:1And when it was decided that we should sail for Italy, they delivered Paul and some other 
prisoners to a centurion of the Augustan Cohort, named Julius. 2And embarking in a ship of 
Adramyttium, which was about to sail to the ports along the coast of Asia, we put to sea, being 
accompanied by Aristarchus, a Macedonian from Thessalonica. 3The next day we put in at Sidon; 
and Julius treated Paul kindly and permitted him to go to his friends and be cared for. 4And 
putting to sea from there, we sailed under the lee of Cyprus because the winds were against us. 
5And sailing across the sea that is off Cilicia and Pamphylia" *, we came to Myra in Lycia. 6There 


finding a ship of Alexandria sailing for Italy, the centurion put us on board. “Sailing slowly for a 
number of days and arriving with difficulty off Cnidus, as the wind was not allowing us to go on, 
we sailed under the lee of Crete off Salmone. 8Coasting along it with difficulty, we came to a place 
called Fair Havens, near which was the city of Lasea. 

2As much time had been lost and the voyage was already dangerous because the fast had 
already gone by, Paul advised them, 10saying, “Men, | perceive that the voyage will be with injury 
and much loss not only of the cargo and the ship but also of our souls.” 11But the centurion paid 
more attention to the captain and to the owner of the ship than to what Paul said. 12And because 
the harbor was not suitable to winter in, the majority gave counsel to put to sea from there, on 
the chance that somehow they could reach Phoenix, a harbor of Crete, looking southwest and 
northwest, and winter there. 

13And when the south wind blew gently, supposing that they had obtained their purpose, they 
weighed anchor and sailed along Crete, close inshore. 14But after a little time a tempestuous 
wind, called the ' northeaster”, struck down from the land. 15And when the ship was caught and 
unable to face the wind, we gave way to it" * and were driven. 16And running under the lee of a 
small island called "Cauda ', we managed with difficulty to secure the boat, l7after which, 
hoisting it up, they took measures to undergird the ship; then, fearing that they would run on the 
Syrtis and lowering the gear, so they were driven. 18As we were violently storm-tossed, they began 
next day to throw the cargo overboard; 19and the third day, with their own hands, they cast out 
the tackle of the ship. 20And when neither sun nor stars were appearing for many a day and no 
small tempest was pressing upon us, at last all hope of our being saved was abandoned. 

21As they had been long without food, Paul then, standing among them, said, “Men, you ought 
to have listened to me and not set sail from Crete to incur this injury and loss. 221 now bid you take 
heart; for there will be no loss of souls among you, but only of the ship. 23For this very night there 
stood by me an angel of the God to whom | belong and whom I worship, 24and he said, ‘Do not be 
afraid, Paul; you must stand before Caesar; and look, God has granted you all those who sail with 
you. 25So take heart, men, for | have faith in God that it will be exactly as | have been told. 26But it 
is necessary to run aground on some island.” 

27When the fourteenth night had come, as we were drifting across the sea of Adria, about 
midnight the sailors suspected that "they were nearing ' land. 28So taking sounding, they found 
twenty fathoms; a little farther on they sounded again and found fifteen fathoms. 29And fearing 
that we might run on the rocks, letting out four anchors from the stern, they prayed for day to 
come. 30And as the sailors were seeking to escape from the ship and had lowered the boat into 
the sea under pretense of laying out anchors from the bow, 31Paul said to the centurion and the 
soldiers, “Unless these men stay in the ship, you will not be able to be saved.” 32Then the soldiers 
cut away the ropes of the boat and let it go. 

33As day was about to dawn, Paul urged them all to take some food, saying, “Today is the 
fourteenth day that you have continued in suspense and without food, having taken nothing. 
34Therefore | urge you to take some food; it will give you strength, for no one of you shall lose a 
hair from your head.” 35And when he had said this, taking bread and giving thanks to God in the 
presence of all, he broke it and began to eat. 36Then being encouraged, they ate some food 
themselves. 37(We were in all "two hundred and seventy-six” persons in the ship.) 38And having 
eaten enough, they lightened the ship, throwing out the wheat into the sea. 

39Now when it was day, they did not recognize the land, but they noticed a bay with a beach, on 
which they planned if possible to bring the ship ashore. 49So they cast off the anchors and left 


them in the sea, at the same time loosening the ropes that tied the rudders; then hoisting the 
foresail to the wind, they made for the beach. 41But striking a shoal, they ran the vessel aground; 
the bow, becoming stuck, remained immovable, and the stern was being broken up by the surf. 
42The soldiers’ plan was to kill the prisoners lest any should swim away and escape; 43but the 
centurion, wishing to save Paul, kept them from carrying out their purpose. He ordered those who 
could swim to throw themselves overboard first and make for the land, 44and the rest on planks 
or on pieces of the ship. And so it came about that all escaped to land. 

28:1After escaping, we learned that the island was called " Malta”. 2And the natives showed us 
unusual kindness. Kindling a fire, they welcomed us all because it had begun to rain and was cold. 
3When Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks and put them on the fire, a viper came out because of 
the heat and fastened on his hand. 4When the natives saw the creature hanging from his hand, 
they were saying to one another, “No doubt this man is a murderer. Though he has escaped from 
the sea, justice has not allowed him to live.” 5He, however, shaking off the creature into the fire, 
suffered no harm. 6They waited, expecting him to swell up or suddenly fall down dead; but when 
they had been waiting a long time, and seeing that no misfortune came to him, they ended up 
changing their minds, saying that he was a god. 

7Now in the neighborhood of that place were lands belonging to the chief man of the island, 
named Publius, who received us and entertained us hospitably for three days. 8lt happened that 
the father of Publius lay sick with fever and dysentery; and Paul, visiting him and praying and 
laying his hands on him, healed him. 9And when this had taken place, the rest of the people on 
the island who had diseases also came and were cured. 10They honored us with many gifts; and 
when we Sailed, they put on board what we needed. 

11After three months we set sail in a ship that had wintered in the island, a ship of Alexandria, 
with the Twin Brothers as figurehead. 12Putting in at Syracuse, we stayed there for three days. 
13And from there weighing anchor, we arrived at Rhegium; and after one day a south wind sprang 
up, and on the second day we came to Puteoli, 14where, finding brethren, we were prevailed upon 
to stay with them for seven days. And so we came to Rome. 15And the brethren there, when they 
heard of us, came as far as the Forum of Appius and Three Taverns to meet us. On seeing them, 
Paul, thanking God, took courage. 16And when we came into Rome, "Paul was permitted to stay 
by himself with the soldier who guarded him”. 


27:1-3 Once the trip to Italy is imminent, Paul is handed over to an 
imperial military unit called the Augustan Cohort and to the centurion 
Julius. Such a journey, under the best of conditions and sailing straight to 
Rome, would take about five weeks (Bruce 1990: 511; Casson 1951). It is 
likely autumn leading into AD 60. Julius is probably not a member of 
Agrippa IPs garrison referred to by Josephus (Ant. 19.9.2 §§364—65; but so 
Larkin 1995: 366-67). He probably is a centurion in the auxiliaries’ army of 
Syria and Judea (OGIS 421; ILS 1.2683). The latter group was more likely to 
handle prisoners (Witherington 1998: 758) and would have been composed 
of mostly Syrians, not Romans. The term LeBaotijc (Sebastés, Augustan) 
points to an imperial-army figure, as it refers to Caesar and in this context 


to his army (Acts 25:21). The detailed sea journey is designed to show 
God’s determination to bring Paul to Rome. It may also suggest that Rome 


is on the road to the “end of the earth” in terms of distance from 
Jerusalem, although this is more disputed. 


The “we” section appears again as Paul and those with him board a 
private ship from Adramyttium, a seaport of Mysia, opposite the isle of 
Lesbos, 110 miles north of Ephesus and a day’s journey east of Troas (on 
Mysia, see Schnabel 2004: 1144-45; on Adramyttium, Schnabel 2004: 1147; 
a port that was near silver mines). The “we” is prominent in the account 
(vv. 1a, 2, 3a, 4-8, 15-16, 18, 20c, 27a, 29a, 37; Pesch 1986b: 284). They will 
journey along the ports of Asia once they depart from Caesarea. Most 
ships were cargo ships. People who wished to travel by sea went to the 
dock to find a ship heading where they wanted to go. Sailing was 
dependent on favorable winds and religious superstitions about the seas. 
Inauspicious days such as August 24, October 5, and November 8[2] were 


avoided as well as the end of the month (Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 1422— 
23); 

The more common route was by way of Alexandria. Paul travels with at 
least two companions: Aristarchus, a Macedonian from Thessalonica 
(20:4), and Luke. Aristarchus is possibly the same figure noted in Col. 4:10 
and Philem. 24. No one senses Paul as dangerous. At one port of call, 


Sidon, Julius allows Paul to visit “the friends” (tovc pídouc, tous philous) 
there and receive care. Sidon is sixty-nine miles north of Caesarea and 


would take a full day and night to reach. It was known as the “mother city 


of the Phoenicians” (Achilles Tatius, Leuc. Cleit. 1.1) and had a double 
harbor (Bruce 1990: 512; Schnabel 2004: 776). Glass, the purple industry, 
and its port drove its commerce. Luke notes it elsewhere (Luke 4:26; 6:17; 


10:13-14; Jervell 1998: 604). The ship likely stops to unload or pick up 
cargo. Prisoners would be responsible for their own supplies. 

Paul is allowed to see his friends. In the ancient world, friendship was 
greatly valued. Friends demonstrated their loyalty, transcended 
disagreement, grieved over parting, and cherished mementos of their 
relationship. Among believers, friendship was grounded in Christ and a 
modeling of divine fellowship with humanity and the Son (Pelikan 2005: 


284-86). Soldiers no doubt accompany Paul, but their permitting this visit 


indicates their trust of him. Paul is not seen as a security risk. Paul may 
well have picked up support and supplies here. 


27:4-6 The ship next sails under the lee of Cyprus. This is sailing in such a 
way that the island protects the ship from the westerly and northwesterly 
winds of summer and autumn (BAGD 846; BDAG 1040). They would be 
sailing east and north of the island. Here they can also take advantage of 
the currents running along the coast. Sailing in the reverse direction 
would call for a route in the open sea to take advantage of these winds, as 


in 21:1-3. The verb únomi¿w (hypopleö, sail under shelter) appears only 
twice in the NT, and both occurrences are in this chapter (vv. 4, 7). After 
they pass Cilicia and Pamphylia, the next destination is Myra, a town of 


Lycia, about fifteen-days’ journey by ship and more than five hundred 
miles (Schnabel 2004: 1266). A temple to Eleuthera has been found at 
Myra. Its port, called Andriace, was three miles west and south of the city. 
It lay due north of Alexandria, on the other side of the Mediterranean. 
Lucian (The Ship 7) records a nine-day journey on this route. The Western 
text is explicit in giving the length of the voyage. On the southern tip of 
Asia Minor, this seaport was 108 miles southeast of Colossae. 

Here a private ship from Alexandria is found that is heading for Rome, 
so they board it. This is likely part of a grain fleet, given the mention that 
it is carrying wheat (v. 38). Egypt was the chief source of grain for Rome 
(Suetonius, Claudius 18-19; Josephus, J.W. 2.16.4 $$385-86; Seneca, Moral Ep. 
77.1-2; Barrett 1998: 1185). Such ships were often used by Rome with its 
protection. The empire also offered insurance in case of damage at sea 
because of the importance of the food trade (Haenchen 1987: 69912). It is 
late in the sailing season, so rapid progress is advised. These ships were 
large; a ship called Isis was estimated to weigh anywhere from 1,200 to 
2,900 gross registered tons (Conzelmann 1987: 215-16; Casson 1950). 
Lucian (The Ship 1-9, esp. 5) describes a ship 120 by 30 by 29 cubits, or 180 
by 45 by 43.5 feet (also Johnson 1992: 446; Barrett 1998: 1185; Eckey 2000: 
559-60). 


27:7-8 The voyage continues but with lack of progress because of the 
wind. It appears that they are sailing into the wind. They come to Cnidus, 
a trip of 130 miles (Thucydides, Pel. War 8.24.35). This trip should have 


taken only a couple of days, given the average speed of such ships at six 
miles an hour, but it took more. In adverse conditions, the speed could 
reduce to two knots, or two miles an hour (Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 
1432). The trip from Alexandria to Rome normally took ten to thirteen 
days, but adverse conditions could slow the trip to as much as forty-five 


days. Cnidus was on Asia Minor’s southwestern coast, 108 miles south of 
Ephesus. 

They then proceed under the shelter of Crete, just off from Salmone on 
the northeast point of the island. The wind prevents them from taking the 
more normal route across to the island of Cythera, north of Crete. The 
island of Crete is located in the northern Mediterranean Sea, about 130 
miles southwest of Cnidus. They eventually land at Fair Havens, that is, 


“Good Harbor,” near the city of Lasea. It was located on the south-central 
coast of Crete. It is not attested elsewhere. The normal route would have 
been Myra, Rhodes, and then south to and past Crete (Haenchen 1987: 699; 
Marshall 1980: 405). This harbor may well have been too small to leave the 
boat safely in port for the three weather-beaten months of winter. Its bay 
was half open to the sea and so did not provide much protection (Bruce 
1990: 514). This may be why debate swirls about whether to press the 
journey forward. 


27:9-10 The lack of progress puts the crew under more pressure, as the 
favorable time to travel is passing away. The timing is indicated by the 
reference to the fast, which would be tied to the Day of Atonement 


(Josephus, Ant. 14.4.3 866; 18.4.3 $94). So we are in the fall of late 
September and October, just before the winter months (v. 12), when sea 
travel would be especially perilous (Suetonius, Claudius 18; Pliny the Elder, 
Nat. 2.122). If the year is AD 59, we are reaching mid-October, since the fast 
would have started on October 5. Sea travel was normally not undertaken 
after mid-September and was avoided from November 11 to mid-March 
(Vegetius, On Military Affairs 4.39). The expression mare clausum (the sea is 
closed) marked this period (Roloff 1988: 361). Pliny the Elder (Nat. 2.122) 
places the resumption of sailing a little earlier, but the point is that 
November to mid-February were months to be avoided for sailing. When 
Luke has a three-month pause in 28:11, he is referring to this period and is 
using schematic language as opposed to precise days. Jewish views were 
even more cautious, as Gen. Rabbah 6.5b advises avoiding the sea from 


mid-October to mid-May (Larkin 1995: 368). In winter, the scant daylight, 
long nights, cloud cover, poor visibility, raging winds, rain, and snow were 
problems. 

With danger lurking, Paul is ready to advise them. Second Corinthians 
11:25-26 tells us that he was an experienced passenger at sea and knew its 
dangers. Paul is not treated like a mere, normal prisoner. The verb 
rraporvéw (paraineö) in verse 9 means “strongly recommend” or “urge” 
(BAGD 616; BDAG 764). The only other instance of this verb in the NT is in 
verse 22. It may be that the sense of danger leads people to hear out a 
“religious” man. It is not inconceivable (against Conzelmann 1987: 216). 
Barrett (1998: 1187) notes that Paul is not guilty, has the privilege of being 
transported to be heard by the emperor, and is deemed innocent by some 
of the leaders. Paul senses the danger of the trip and suggests waiting 
before moving on. He participates in what seems to be a shipwide meeting 
about what to do. 

He tells them of great danger (UBpewc, hybreös), including potentially 
much loss (roMic Cnpiac, pollés zemias) of cargo, the ship, and even lives. 
The combination of danger and loss will be noted by Paul again in verse 21 
(Bertram, TDNT 8:305). This prediction, expressed in the dire manner that 
it is, will be altered later by the Lord’s direction to indicate that life will 
not be lost. The story has the ring of truth about it, given that a composed 
story might well have had Paul make a prediction that is accurate in every 
detail from the start. As it is, the account has Paul make a judgment based 
on his experience now, with the Lord giving insight later (see v. 23). This 
appears to be a more satisfactory view than to see Paul making a prophecy 
from the start (with Bruce 1990: 516; Witherington 1998: 763; Barrett 1998: 
1189). 


27:11-12 In the end, the advice of the captain and the shipowner, or 
perhaps his representative (tá kvBepvi tn Kai TÁ vavkàńpo, to kybernété 
kai tó nauklerö), prevail with the centurion. The meaning of vaúkAnpoc 
(naukléros) is not entirely certain, but it is likely that the owner is meant 
(Barrett 1998: 1190; Plutarch, Moralia 162A; for the first term, Moralia 
807B). The majority seem to agree. The expression oi mAgiovec (hoi pleiones) 
is acomparative used as a pronoun and with a positive sense: “the 
majority” (Moule 1959: 95; Moulton and Turner 1963: 30). The ship will 


press on with the goal of wintering at Phoenix, a harbor in Crete. The goal 
is to stay protected by sailing as close as possible (d000v, asson) next to 
Crete, as the description in verse 13 indicates. The term dooov is a 
comparative being used with an elative sense (Moulton and Turner 1963: 


30; BDF 8244.2). It is not a long trip. 

Phoenix was up the coast only, at the most, fifty miles west of Fair 
Havens. Its exact location is not certain, although some ancient texts 
describe it (Strabo, Geogr. 10.4; Ptolemy, Geogr. 3.17; Ogilvie 1958). The Cape 
Mouros area of southern Crete is the locale commonly noted. Some 
scholars suggest Lutro on the east side whereas others argue that the 


description “looking southwest and northwest” (kata Aißa Kai Katü 
xGpov, kata liba kai kata chöron) does not fit this site well. An alternate site 
is Phinika, a site across this peninsula to the west from Lutro (Williams 


1990: 430; Hemer 1985: 97-98). The topography of the area has been 
altered since the first century by earthquakes and silting, so that it may 
well be that the first site gave more protection than it does now. 
Nevertheless, the second site, Phinika, is maybe slightly more likely as the 
intended locale, given the work by Ogilvie and the textual evidence he 


cites (Hemer 1989: 139-40). Still, it is not certain which site is meant. It 
does not matter much, since the locale is not reached. This trip normally 
was quite practicable in a day, even a half day. So this appears to be a 
prudent plan not to push too hard. 


27:13-17 They set out with the support of a gentle south wind, using 
Crete as shelter in case there is trouble (see the remarks about &000v 


above in 27:11-12). Their sailing so close to the coast might suggest that 
there is some difficulty, but it is the crossing from Cape Matala to Phoenix 
in the Gulf of Messara where things change. Cape Matala was six miles 
west of Fair Havens. Phoenix was another thirty-five miles or more away. 
Indeed, trouble does arise in the form of tempestuous winds that were 
nicknamed with a hybrid Greek-Latin term, “the Northeaster” 
(E0pakvAwv, Eurakylon). It leaves them no longer in control of the ship 
(Hemer 1975). Acworth (1973), taking a different reading, Euroklydon (cf. 
KJV), opts for the ship being driven into the Adriatic and not to Malta (but 
see Polhill 1992: 520n22; CIL 8.26652 attests to the term in its full Latin 
form). The noun form of the Greek term tuwwvixoc (typhönikos) is the 


origin of our word “typhoon.” In Greek it refers to a severe windstorm 
that now takes hold of the ship (v. 15), with winds coming out ofthe 
northeast, driving the ship southward, away from the island and its 
protection. Such winds come off Mt. Ida, a major, eight-thousand-foot- 
high peak on the island. They are unable to turn the bow of the boat into 
the wind, or “face the wind eye to eye” (ávtopdaduelv TÓ Aveno, 
antophthalmein tö anemo). They are driven by the wind and not able to 
control the ship. To be at the sea’s mercy was not unusual (Homer, Od. 


9.82-84; Lucian, The Ship 7; Heliodorus, Aethiopica 5.27.2; Johnson 1992: 
448). 

They are driven to sea and secure the dinghy with difficulty, as it is 
probably full of water. They move past a small island known as Cauda, 
about twenty-three miles from where they started. This island sometimes 


carries the spelling “Clauda” and is known today as Gozzo (Polhill 1992: 
521; Pliny the Elder, Nat. 4.61). This secures short-term shelter and allows 
them to take emergency measures. They struggle to bring stability to the 
boat so as not to hit the Syrtis. This is a combination of sandbars and 
shoals off the North African coast. It is about four hundred miles from 
where they started. The site was known as a graveyard for vessels, equal in 
fame to the often catastrophic journey between Scylla and Charybdis 
(Praeder 1984: 692). It is located at the Gulf of Sidra (Josephus, J.W. 2.16.4 
8381; Pliny the Elder, Nat. 5.26-27; Strabo, Geogr. 17.3.20; Polybius, Hist. 
1.39,2-4). 

Several desperate measures are taken. Scholars discuss what these 
would have been. They probably shorten the sail and bring the lifeboat on 
board. They use what are likely cables (BonBeiarc, boétheiais, helps) to 
undergird the ship lest they drift into land. This method of securing the 
ship with rope cables (UrroZwvvúvtec, hypozönnyntes) is not clearly 
understood. It could entail (1) running cables under the ship a few times 
to secure the ship in a process known as frapping, (2) running cables 
longitudinally along the ship’s hull, known as hogging, (3) running ropes 
along the deck from one side to another, or (4) running them inside the 
hold (Conzelmann 1987: 218 lists these four options). The cables ensure 
that the timber hull stays together. “Lowering the vessel” may refer to 
lowering the main yard, which carried the mainsail (yaAdoavtec tò 


oxedoc, chalasantes to skeuos; Plutarch, Moralia 507A; Lucian, Toxaris 19). 
Otherwise it may refer to setting a loose anchor. If a loose anchor is 
intended, then the goal is to create drag for the ship. 


27:18-20 After a day they begin to toss cargo (Jon. 1:5; Josephus, Ant. 
9.10.2 8920910; Achilles Tatius, Leuc. Cleit. 3.2.9; Jervell 1998: 6061456, 
“the ship’s heavy equipment”). Obviously everything is not tossed, as in 
verse 38 more cargo goes. The targum on Eccles. 3:6 says, “There is a time 
for throwing a thing into the sea—namely the time of a tempest” (Barrett 
1998: 1197). On the third day at sea, they begin to toss the tackle of the 
ship, a common practice in dire circumstances (T. Job 18.7; Aristotle, 
Nicomachean Ethics 1110A; Juvenal, Satires 12.29-50; Achilles Tatius, Leuc. 
Cleit. 3.2; Heliodorus, Aethiopica 5.27.7; Josephus, J.W. 1.14.3 8280; Johnson 
1992: 448). This is because they are continuing to take in water, and by 
making the boat lighter, they are hoping that the boat will sit higher over 
the water. The tackle would be allthe spare gear and might even include 
the mainsail and main yard. They are that desperate. This work they do 
with “their own hands” (abtöxeıpeg, autocheires), a point that may mean 
either that they lack any lifting gear or that all are required to help lift the 
load, including the prisoners and those associated with them, as Luke 
would have been. They then fall under darkness with no sun or stars for 
many days. Without the stars and sun, they have no way of determining 
their location—no gear, no sun, no stars, no hope. The tempest continues 
and things are quite bad. The term értixeruor (epikeimai), when it refers to 
an impersonal force, means “confront” or “attack.” In this context, it 
refers to the attack of a storm (BAGD 294 82a [the storm “pressed upon” 
them]; BDAG 373 §2b). All hope of being saved (owZeoBar, sözesthai) has 
been given up (Homer, Od. 5.297-304; Lucian, Toxaris 20; Thucydides, Pel. 
War 1.2.65; Achilles Tatius, Leuc. Cleit. 3.2). Here is a good secular use of this 
Greek verb; its basic meaning is “deliver” or “rescue.” 


27:21-22 Those on board lack an appetite. It may be that the ship’s 
tossing and turning prevents them from eating and keeping food down 
and/or that they have no appetite through sheer anxiety, although there 
is food on board. This indicates how serious the situation has become. 


Paul now speaks in their midst (év jéoo, en meso), reminding them of his 
advice not to sail because of potential danger and loss. That advice was 
turned down (vv. 10-11). Paul is not trying to make them feel worse here, 
but he is making an appeal to be heard now as a credible speaker. 

The scene is not “completely unreal,” as Conzelmann claims (also 
Haenchen 1987: 709 is skeptical). Part of the problem is the attempt to 
portray the scene as a stand-up oration as if it were taking place in a calm 
setting. Other than the fact that Paul speaks in their midst, no such details 
are present. We should not think of Paul speaking on the deck in the midst 
of the storm. Instead they are in a place where they all can gather. The 
remark is an attempt to lift spirits in a difficult time, which surely would 
be undertaken by someone at some point. The presence of such speeches 
in sea voyage accounts is common (Praeder 1984: 695-96; Homer, Od. 
5.299-312; Virgil, Aeneid 1.92-101; Lucan, Civil War 5.653-71). Literary 
practice here might well echo real practice, where major figures address 
everyone and assess the scene. In contrast, however, to such literary scene 
messages, which tended to be about impending doom, this speech is 
positive (Witherington 1998: 767, who defends the speech's basic 
integrity). Paul's standing position while speaking recalls other places 
where prophetic words are spoken (2:14; 17:22). 

Paul addresses the situation. Injury and loss (thv Ößpıv tavtHv Kai tv 
Cnpiav, ten hybrin tauten kai ten zemian) have occurred. Paul uses irony 


here: the choice to sail and not heed Paul “gained” (kepörjoaı, kerdésai) 


injury and loss. The terms “injury” and “loss” are repeated from verse 10. 
But now Paul will encourage them. Injury and loss will take place, but only 
for the ship. No one will lose his life. Paul is not a miracle-worker here 
who can command nature. He will ride out the storm with everyone else. 
Would this be so if the scene were made up by a church that believed in 


miracles? There is no “divine-man” motif here (contra Conzelmann 1987: 
219; with Barrett 1998: 1201, who notes that the speech has Paul only as 


God's servant). Paul does nothing but announce God's plan. 


27:23-26 An angelic visit is the reason for Paul's confidence that life will 
be spared (18:9-10; 23:11). The message received is said to be from “the 
God ... [Paul] worships.” This roundabout way of describing God 


underscores the pagan context, in which Paul’s fellow sailors can invoke 
many gods. This communication is not an appearance of Jesus but of an 
angelic messenger. 

The assurance is that Paul will stand before Caesar. Such divine rescues 
were understood by the culture (Lucian, The Ship 9; Plutarch, Moralia 161F; 
Achilles Tatius, Leuc. Cleit. 3.4-5; T. Naph. 6.8-9; Aelius Aristides, Sacred 
Tales 2.12-13; Homer, Od. 5.300-302; Pokorny 1973; Johnson 1992: 449). The 
angel reminds Paul that he must (Sel, dei) appear before Caesar and that all 
who travel with him will be spared. The reason is that God has favored 
(kexäpıotaı, kecharistai) him and all who are with him. Acts 19:21 made the 


original promise that this would occur as a part of God’s plan (also 23:11). 
Genesis 18:26-32 shows how the presence of good people can protect a 
community. Indeed, because of Paul’s presence, all with him will survive. 


This is a slight modification of Paul’s earlier warning that life could be 
lost. The difference is simply that now God has revealed what will take 
place, whereas before Paul issued a warning rooted in his own wisdom. 
Such a deliverance suggests that divine justice will show Paul to be an 
innocent man, not guilty of anything, and not deserving of being a 
prisoner (Miles and Trompf 1976; Ladouceur 1980). 

So Paul tells them to take heart (ev8upeite, euthymeite), as Paul has faith 
in this word from God (Acts 27:22, 25 [both in this scene] and James 5:13 
are the other NT occurrences of this term). Paul is a figure very much like 
Elizabeth and Mary in Luke 1-2. Paul trusts God's word. 

Paul has one final point: he assures them that the ship will be lost, This 
also is an event marked by necessity, as (dei, dei, v. 24) is used here. It is 
debated whether this is a part of the revelation or Paul’s deduction, but 
being part of the revelation seems likely given how Paul is being guided by 
God in this scene and because of the use of the divine Sel. Shipwrecks are a 
common ancient theme (Lucian, Salaried Posts in Great Houses 2; A True Story 
1.6; Dio Chrysostom, The Hunter [Euboean Discourse] 2; Johnson 1992: 449— 
50). The trip will be tough but survivable. It also is amazing that the only 
island for them to hit, given where they are and where they are headed, is 
Malta. It would be like finding a needle in a haystack. This detail, of where 
they will land, they do not yet know, but the story will make it clear later. 


The scene is asymbol of how Paul’s message saves because ofthe 


connection to Paul’s God. This is not allegory; it is good literary style to 
have one event also symbolize another reality. That historical reality is a 
point of the narrative. Paul shows his superior grasp of the events in 
comparison to the other human figures present. Actually, it is God 
working through Paul that is the point here. There is no indication 
whether they believe Paul or respond to his speech. 


27:27-29 On the fourteenth night of the journey, they find themselves in 
the Sea of Adria, in the central Mediterranean. This was a larger area than 
what is called the Adriatic Sea today (Barrett 1998: 1202; Ptolemy, Geogr. 
3.4.1; 3.15.1; 3.17.1 [Crete to Silicia]; Strabo, Geogr. 2.5.20; Pausanius, Descr. 


5.25.3; Josephus, Life 3 §15 speak of sailing in the Sea of Adria to Rome; 
Bruce 1990: 522). It included what is today called the Ionian Sea and the 
northeastern Mediterranean (Polhill 1992: 525). They have gone 475 miles. 
About midnight the sailors think they are near land. They may have heard 
breakers or an echo from the area where land is. So they take a series of 
soundings. This would involve throwing a line overboard with a lead 
weight attached. This action indicates that they are in waters twenty 
fathoms deep (ca. 120 feet), then fifteen fathoms (ca. 90 feet) deep. A 


fathom is 1.85 meters or just short of six feet, being the width of a man’s 
arms outstretched (BAGD 579; BDAG 721). They fear running aground, and 
so four anchors are lowered from the stern in the hope that morning light 
will show their location. Anchors usually were lowered at the bow, but the 
ship is not facing the proper direction for this.[3] The site is often 


regarded by scholars as Point Koura and St. Paul’s Bay, where one can hear 
the approach of the land (Williams 1990: 437), but the locale is not certain. 
For this entire sea voyage, and especially for this portion, the classic work 
by J. Smith (1880) is worth consulting. 


27:30-32 Other sailors are nervous and are lowering the lifeboat into the 
sea to escape, although they try to make it look as if they are laying out 
anchors from under the bow. The winds may well have calmed to a degree 
at this point if the approach of land can be heard. Some scholars complain 
(Haenchen 1987: 706) that such an escape at night is unrealistic and too 
dangerous, but this may well show how desperate things are. Marshall 


(1980: 412) suggests amood of desperation (“men will do foolish things”) 
or that their motives are misread by other passengers. People are doing 
things that they normally would not do. 


Paul is now directing events (so also vv. 33-34). He again intervenes 
with the centurion and soldiers, warning that only ifthe men stay with 
the ship will they remain safe (owBrjvaı, söthenai, be saved). So the 
soldiers cut away the ropes of the boat and let it drift to sea, an act done in 
difficult situations (Heliodorus, Aethiopica 5.27.6; Achilles Tatius, Leuc. Cleit. 
3.3). There will be no escaping the boat by the lifeboat. This move does 
add to the danger of the situation, for if they are really close to land, the 
only way in now is to maneuver the boat in or wait for better conditions. 
It shows how trusted Paul has become. 


27:33-34 On what is now the fourteenth day, Paul urges everyone to take 
food. The remark should not be overread to argue that they have had 
nothing at all to eat for this time. Luke’s point in this hyperbole is that it 
has been long since they have had much to eat (note a parallel theme in 
Aelius Aristides, Sacred Tales 2.68). He argues that it will give them 
strength and will be all right to do, since all of them will survive. Paul 
makes the point with an idiom: “No one of you shall lose a hair from your 
head” (ovdevoc yap ÚnOv Bpi arto Tic kepardiia Antodeitan, oudenos gar 
hymön thrix apo tes kephalés apoleitai; 1 Sam. 14:45; 2 Sam. 14:11; 1 Kings 
1:52; Luke 12:7; 21:18). No physical harm will come to them at all. Paul is 
portrayed as a competent philosopher in Greek eyes (philosopher=sea 
voyage stories: Diogenes Laertius, Lives 2.71; Lucian, The Passing of 
Peregrinus 43-44). In this intervention, he again assures and strengthens 
the sailors. 


27:35-38 Paul breaks bread in their midst and begins to eat. It is debated 
whether an allusion to the Lord’s Supper is here. The language is like Luke 


9:16 and 22:15-19.[4] A connection to the meal is unlikely, given the 
unbelieving audience present, but there are echoes of such a meal and a 
sense that this is a sacred moment because God will deliver them as Paul 
said God would. This is not a normal meal because under normal 


circumstances they would all die at sea. Paul's act encourages all 276 


present with his example of eating. The theme of encouragement runs 
throughout the passage (vv. 22, 25, 36). Some scholars want to make the 
number merely symbolic, but it is not the triangulation of counting from 
one to twenty-three (discussed in Bruce 1988a: 493n87). Jervell (1998: 
610n484) observes that such ships could hold up to six hundred people 


(Josephus, Life 3 $15, mentions a ship holding six hundred). 


They are now taking Paul's advice fully. The participle ¿kBaMoópnevor 
(ekballomenoi) is a participle of means telling how the boat is lightened 
(Wallace 1996: 630). They lighten the ship by casting over the wheat, 
indicating their confidence that they will obtain access to food again soon. 
This also will lift the boat higher out of the water so that the vessel can 


come closer to shore (1 En. 104.45). They probably do not toss over all the 
wheat so that some will remain for ballast. 


27:39-44 The day brings the sight of land and a bay with a beach. Literally, 


what is described here is a “fold” (kóànov, kolpon) with a beach, which 
would describe a bay. The sailors do not know where they are, but they 
know that they want to guide the ship to the beach on the bay if they are 
able. This indicates that the effort might be tricky. 

Sailors would not normally know this part of Malta (28:1) because it was 


not on the normal sea route. The traditional site is said to be St. Paul's Bay 
on the northeast coast, which today lacks a beach but whose topography 
would have been different many centuries ago. Nevertheless, the exact 
site is not certain (for alternatives: Mellieha, see Heuger 1984; Polhill 1992: 
529149; or St. Thomas Bay, Cornuke 2003). 

Luke describes the shipwreck next. The sailors, in their effort to make 
land, cast off the anchors, leaving them at sea. They also loosen the ropes 
of the rudders and hoist the foresail to make for land. The front sail on the 
boat has been saved for such a moment. This is the only instance of the 
term dptépwv (artemön, foresail) in the NT (BAGD 110; BDAG 135). This 
would allow them to steer. The rudder on a boat allowed it to be directed. 
By freeing the ropes that secured it, they could try to direct the boat 
landward. The term mndaArov (pedalion, rudder) is used only twice in the 
NT. Most ships had two rudders connected by a crossbar operated by one 
sailor (BAGD 656; BDAG 811). James 3:4 refers to the rudder as a metaphor 
for the tongue. In the present scene, the steering plan fails as they strike a 


shoal (eig tónov 8186Aa00ov, eis topon dithalasson, a place of two seas). This 
term describes a locale that sits up in the water between two seas, thus 


the rendering “shoal,” “sandbank,” or “a point” (BAGD 195; BDAG 245; 
Strabo, Geogr. 1.1.8; 2.5.22). It could also refer to a narrow channel where 
the bay and the sea meet (Witherington 1998: 774; Fitzmyer 1998: 780). A 


reference to “a point” is more likely, as something causes the ship to stay 


put, which is why the text says that the ship runs aground “into” this 
place. The ship runs aground as the bow becomes stuck, and the stern 
begins to break up (éAveto, elueto, an ingressive imperfect: began to break 
up). This is the shipwreck. The destruction could be the result of the 


initial impact; or it could result from the ship’s inability to give ground to 
the pressure from the crashing waves. The language of verse 41 appears to 
favor the waves being the cause of the breakup. The sea bottom would be 
of hard clay and lock the ship in place. 

The soldiers desire to kill the prisoners, since the soldiers would be 
liable for allowing them to escape (12:19; 16:27). This is one of the few 
places in Acts where the term BovAn (boulé, will or plan) refers to a human 
plan (5:38; 27:12). Most occurrences refer to God’s will (2:23; 4:28; 13:36; 


20:27). Seven of the term’s twelve NT occurrences are in Acts, with Luke 
using the term twice in his Gospel (Luke 7:30; 23:51; 1 Cor. 4:5; Eph. 1:11; 
Heb. 6:17). 

The centurion desires to save Paul, however, and does not allow the 
soldiers to carry out their execution plan. Syntactically, the verb €x@Avoev 
(ekölysen, hinder) expresses the idea that the centurion not only hinders 
the plan but also succeeds in preventing the plan from being executed, 
because of a perfective use of the aorist tense in this context (Moulton and 
Turner 1963: 72; Wallace 1996: 561). Those who can swim are ordered to 
make an effort to reach the coast. The rest either are given wooden planks 
from the broken ship to float their way to land (reading the terms tıvwv 
tov in the phrase éni tlvwv tæv a0 Tod TTAOÍOV, epi tinón tón apo tou ploiou, 
as neuter) or used the backs of the swimmers like planks to make it inland 
(reading the phrase as masculine; Barrett 1998: 1214 sees both methods 
used). Planks are more likely (T. Naph. 6.6; Xenophon of Ephesus, Eph. Tale 
2.11.10, describes a similar rescue; Conzelmann 1987: 221). All of them, 
both swimmers and floaters, make it safely. God has sovereignly protected 


them all. Paul’s prediction is fulfilled. 


28:1 They learn that the island they are on is called MeAitn (Melite), now 


known as Malta (Strabo, Geogr. 6.2.11; 17.3.15-16). It is located about 58 
miles south of Sicily and 180 miles northeast of Africa, with a length of 18 


miles and a width of 8 miles (Williams 1990: 442). The island’s ancient 


name means “refuge,” but Luke makes nothing of the etymology. They 
remain here for the three months of winter. There is a recent revival of a 
tenth-century view that this was Mljet, off the coast of Dubrovnik, but this 
depends on reading the Sea of Adria in 27:27 as the Adriatic Sea, which is a 
mistake (Witherington 1998: 775 notes that a northeaster would not blow 


the ship there; see comments above on 27:27-29 and the Adriatic Sea). 
Also unlikely is the locale of Kephallenia, five hundred miles south of 
Mljet.[5] 


28:2 The natives are very friendly. They would be Phoenician in origin and 
speak mostly Punic (Marshall 1980: 415).[6] Some may know Greek, as 
inscriptions found there are bilingual. Luke describes them as Bapßapoı 
(barbaroi, barbarians), which means that they are ignorant of Greek and 
Latin or lack such a cultured background (Herodotus, Hist. 2.57; Johnson 
1992: 461). The name BapBapor sounds like the gibberish Greeks and 
Latins did not understand. They are kind and kindle a fire to keep the 
newly arrived guests warm in the cold. Such themes with shipwrecks are 
common (Xenophon of Ephesus, Eph. Tale 2.2.4; Lucian, A True Story 1.28- 
29; 2.46; Johnson 1992: 461). It is not clear whether this one fire warms all 
276 or that there are many small fires and Luke discusses only the relevant 
one. This is likely a smaller fire. The term @1AavOpwria (philanthröpia) 
refers to the benevolence of unconditional kindness, a love for humanity 
(BAGD 858; BDAG 1055-56). The term is used only twice in the NT (the 
other instance is Titus 3:4). 


28:3-6 Paul places a bundle of sticks in the fire. It is probably around fifty 
degrees Fahrenheit, but the wet conditions make it feel cooler. One of the 
sticks turns out to be a viper (&y15va, echidna, snake, BAGD 331; BDAG 419; 
Foerster, TDNT 2:815), which bites him. It either leaps out of the fire or 
bites as Paul approaches the fire. How ironic to survive a shipwreck only 
to be killed by a poisonous bite! Such a story is recounted in the Palatine 


Anthology 7.290 with the same touch of irony: “Why did he struggle with 
the waves in vain, escaping then the fate that was his lot on the land?” 

Conzelmann’s view (1987: 223) of the scene is too skeptical in doubting 
whether a poisonous snake would bite so and in questioning the allusion 
to the goddess Justice (1 öikn, he dike). It is possible that Luke merely 
translated the natives’ allusion to a goddess into terms Greeks could 
understand. Some deny that the island had poisonous snakes (Barrett 
1998: 1222 discusses the issue but reaches no clear conclusion; for a 
discussion of Maltese snakes, see Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 1479). Bruce 
(1990: 531), commenting on the possibility of poisonous snakes at that 
time, cites the analogy of Ireland, which had poisonous snakes at one time 
but no longer does (for ancient texts on snakes: Pliny the Elder, Nat. 8.85- 
86 [all poisonous and seek vengeance]; Lucian, Alexander the False Prophet 
10; Johnson 1992: 462 contends that such views were popular and 
widespread). 

The judgment is made that Paul must be a guilty murderer, for he has 
lived through a shipwreck but “justice” is not going to allow him to live 
(Wis. 1:8; 4 Macc. 18:22; Hesiod, Works and Days 239, 256; Theogony 902; 
Plutarch, Moralia 161F; Arrian, Anabasis 4.9.7; Larkin 1995: 380n). This is the 
personification of justice as a goddess, a reference to fate directing events 
(BAGD 198 $2; BDAG 250). She was seen as the daughter of Zeus and 
Themis. Of the three NT occurrences of this word, this is the only one with 
this sense (2 Thess. 1:9; Jude 7). 

As for the serpent, the creature is characterized as a “wild beast” 
(Onpiov, therion) here, a term often used of dangerous snakes (Acts 11:6; 
Mark 1:13; Rev. 13:1). To everyone’s amazement, Paul merely shakes the 
creature off his hand and suffers no harm (Luke 10:19; Mark 16:17-18). The 
situation appears not to concern Paul because he has been assured that he 
will reach Rome (Acts 27:24). Polhill (1992: 532) relates a story that 
circulated about Rabbi Hanina ben Dosa in y. Ber. 5.1. The rabbi grabbed a 
snake in a hole, which bit him, only for the snake to be found dead later. 
The refrain went, “Woe to the man whom the snake meets; woe to the 


snake Hanina ben Dosa meets.” 
When Paul is left unharmed, the attitude changes. The term útortov 


(atopon) in verse 6 means “abnormal” or “surprising” (BAGD 120 $1; BDAG 


149). Nothing abnormal happens. So no “misfortune” comes (so the 
translation). There is no swelling on Paul, nor does he die. Miyrpn ya 
(pimpremi, swell up), an NT hapax, is a medical term for inflammation. 
Now they change their mind and begin to speak of Paul as a god (Acts 
14:11-19; ¿heyov, elegon, is the imperfect tense). MetaBódMw (metaballo, 
change one’s mind) is an NT hapax. The entire story is told from a Maltese 
perspective, which means that not everything believed is what Luke 
believes. This detail makes that point the clearest. 

Paul is not seen as a “divine man” here but as one whom even pagans 
recognize as being in close contact with God. The next scene, with Paul 
seeking God's help by praying for the healing of others, shows that Paul is 
not portrayed as a divine man (Pesch 1986b: 299 and Barrett 1998: 1226 
against Haenchen 1987: 716 and Conzelmann 1987: 223). Polhill (1992: 532- 
33) notes earlier corrections of this divine-man idea in Acts (10:25-26; 
14:11-15). 


28:7-10 The chief man (1 npwto, tð proto) of the island hosts them for 
three days. Publius may well be a procurator, if not merely the chief 
landowner (IG 14.601 confirms the use of this term for a ruler as it speaks 
of the “chief of Malta”; also CIL 10.7494; Bruce 1990: 532; Barrett 1998: 
1224). The use of only his Roman forename is unusual (Williams 1990: 444). 
Paul often establishes a relationship with leading figures in a locale (Acts 
13:7; 16:22; 17:19; 18:12; 19:31; Johnson 1992: 462). 

His father is suffering from fever and dysentery (nupetoig Kai 
Svoevtepio, pyretois kai dysenteriö). This is the only mention of dysentery 
in the NT (K. Weiss, TDNT 6:958 [“a medically sound definition of feverish 
dysentery”]). A microbe found in goat’s milk was often the cause of such 
fever on Malta. This fever could last for months or even for a few years 
(Larkin 1995: 381). Paul prays over him and lays hands on him (Mark 5:23; 
6:5; 8:23, 25; 16:18; Acts 9:12, 17; James 5:13-14; 1QapGen 20; Weiser 1985: 
670; Pesch 1986b: 299), This the only place where prayer and the laying on 
of hands are combined for healing in Acts (cf. Luke 4:40). No such activity 
occurs in the OT or in the rabbinic literature (Fitzmyer 1998: 784; 1QapGen 


20.21-29 does have such a combination; Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 1487- 


88). Paul the prisoner is still a blessing to those around him, even as he is 
held unjustly. 

Apparently, Publius’s father is cured, although the text does not 
explicitly say so, for many on the island who have diseases are then cured 
by Paul. This kind of healing summary recalls descriptions of Jesus (Luke 
4:38—44). This is the fifth occurrence of the verb Bepanebw (therapeuö) in 
Acts (4:14; 5:16; 8:7; 17:25). Peter, John, and Philip are the others who heal 
in Acts. The medical terms in these verses are general and cannot be used 
to suggest that Luke was a doctor. 

The Maltese are grateful, so that when the group launches out again 
months later, the travelers are given gifts and all they need for the trip to 
Rome. The term tipaic (timais, gifts) literally means “honors.” Luke often 
uses this term for material benefits (Acts 4:34; 5:2-3; 7:16; 19:19; for the 


meaning of payment for medical services, see Sir. 38:1-2). 


28:11-16 After three months, they set out again for Rome. It is February 
of AD 60 (Witherington 1998: 781n138) and the earliest time of the year 
one would resume sailing (Pliny the Elder, Nat. 2.122). The critical part of 
the journey is the sixty miles to Sicily in open seas and then a largely 
protected sail along the eastern coast of Sicily and up the southwestern 
coast of Italy. It is a 210-mile journey to Rome from where they are 
starting out. 

They use another ship from Alexandria that is “marked” (mapaonpa, 
parasemö) by the Twin Brothers (A1ooKovpoic, Dioskourois) as figureheads 
at the front of the ship. These are Castor and Pollux, sons of Zeus and 
Leda, the “savior gods” (BAGD 199; BDAG 251; Epictetus, Discourses 2.18.29; 
Lucian, The Ship 5, 9; Dölger 1950). Many statues of these gods still exist, 
on display in Rome. Leda was queen of Sparta and married to Tyndareus, 
the king, but their children were connected by legend to Zeus. They sailed 
with Jason and the Argonauts (Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 1490). Castor 
was said to be an excellent horseman, and Pollux could box. Their astral 
sign was Gemini. The pair were especially popular in Egypt (Haenchen 
1987: 717). Euripides (Electra 1342-55) saw them as guarding the truth and 


punishing perjurers, and so their mention may again underscore Paul's 
innocence. They were seen as protectors of good fortune on the seas, 


being said to rid the seas of pirates and buccaneers. This journey has an 
added symbol of protection for the Gentile travelers that has nothing to 
do with the gods: the Lord will deliver Paul to his destination. 

The sail is fairly uneventful. For three days they stay at Syracuse, on the 


eastern coast of Sicily (Cicero, In Verrem 2.4.117-19; Strabo, Geogr. 6.2.4). It 
was about sixty miles from Malta (so Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 1492; 
Larkin 1995: 383; Polhill 1992: 535 gives a figure of ninety miles). During 
Roman rule, it was the capital of Sicily and a center of Greek culture, a 
natural stop on a journey through the Straits of Messina. Cicero describes 
it as very prosperous, possessing two harbors, and very lovely. It had been 
in Roman hands since 212 BC (Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 1491). 

They then travel on, apparently with some difficulty, to Rhegium, 
located on the toe of Italy and seventy-four miles from Syracuse (Strabo, 
Geogr. 6.1.6). This segment of the trip is described oddly. They are said 


either to have “weighed anchor” or to have “gone around,” so that less 
than favorable winds guided them. The former is more likely ifthe term 
here is mepieAOvtec (perielontes, casting loose, X*, B) rather than 
mepieABovtec (perielthontes, going around), which is not as well attested 
(px, A, Byz), but Conzelmann (1987: 224) claims that the other reading 
makes no sense without an object to refer to (cf. Metzger 1971: 501). 
Leaving Rhegium, after two more days with a favorable south wind, 
they arrive at Puteoli (modern Pozzuoli), a port just over 200 miles 
northwest of Rhegium in the Bay of Naples, 8 miles northwest of Neapolis 
(Naples) and about 130 miles south of Rome.[7] This was the main port for 
grain in the country. Later this port was overtaken in importance by the 
recently built Ostia, although often passengers still disembarked here first 
(Barrett 1998: 1229). Josephus knew of Jews who lived in Puteoli (J.W. 2.7.1 


8104; Ant. 17.12.1 8328). Paul is not intended to be seen as the founder of 
these Christian communities (against Conzelmann 1987: 224), and so the 
fact that Christians are present is not surprising. There they stay for a 
week with brethren after being invited, that is, exhorted to stay, or 
perhaps better, “prevailed upon” to remain, reading tapekABnuev 
(parekléthémen) as a perfective aorist (Moulton and Turner 1963: 72). 
Perhaps Aristarchus and Luke mediated this request, which may have 
allowed the gathering of fresh provisions. Witherington (1998: 786) 
suggests that they rested before undertaking the long last leg by foot. 


Fitzmyer (1998: 787) suggests that simply the end of the sea voyage 
explains the delay. He suggests that having reached the end of a long, 
arduous trip, they simply took the time to rest, especially given the trip by 
foot to come (see next paragraph and the discussion in Le Cornu and 


Shulam 2003: 1496-97, who see a variety of factors at work, including 
organizing for this final leg by foot). 

Scholars sometimes discuss how Paul could stop in the midst of a 
journey as a prisoner. By the time the journey has progressed this far, 
however, Paul has achieved a level of respect with those who hold him. 


The church is already established in the area, something Paul's letter to 
the Romans, written years before this trip, also shows. They are now a 
five-day walk from Rome by means of two well-traveled roads, the 
Campanian Way and the Appian Way. The latter route, which entered 
Rome from the south next to the Circus Maximus, was where many Jews 


lived in ancient Rome (Juvenal, Satires 3.10-16). Known as an area of light 
forest, the end of this route later became the location of the Christian 
catacombs, where persecuted Christians were buried in underground 
graves. 

The trip from Malta has taken three weeks. The total journey has taken 


well over four months. God's word has come to pass: Paul has made it to 
Rome. Themes extending back to Luke 1-2 about God’s word being 


realized are affirmed in Paul's overcoming storms and snakes to reach 
Rome. When other believers hear that Paul is there, they travel from the 
Forum of Appius and Three Taverns to meet him. The Forum of Appius on 
the Appian Way was about forty-three miles south of Rome, and Three 
Taverns was ninety-one miles north of Puteoli and twenty-one miles south 
of Rome. Paul is grateful to God for the meeting and takes courage from it. 


The Forum of Appius had a reputation; Horace describes it as “full of 


boatmen and stingy tavern keepers” (Satires 1.5.3-6; Plümacher, EDNT 
1:147). Cicero often mentions Three Taverns, showing that it was a 
common stop in the area (Epistulae ad Atticum 1.13.1; 2.12.2; 2.13.1; Johnson 
1992: 465). In Rome, Paul is allowed to stay by himself under the guard of 
one soldier instead of the normal two. This means that in all likelihood he 
stays in rented quarters (v. 30). The monetary support for this would be 
borne by the Christians. There is no worry that he willtry to escape or 
that he represents any danger to others. On this note, Luke ends his 


description of Paul the prisoner and turns to a final set of meetings. Thus 


also ends the final “we” section of Acts. 
The book of Acts ends without telling us how the hearing before Nero 
turned out. Good evidence exists for the fact that Paul was released at this 


point and headed west. Eusebius (Eccl. Hist. 2.22.1-7) says that Paul was 
twice imprisoned in Rome and was martyred after the second 
imprisonment (1 Clem. 5.5-7). This may have included an “exile” to the 
west (Witherington 1998: 792). 

In sum, this passage is about the details of along journey undertaken by 


someone who is obeying God’s will and is being protected by divine 
providence. In effect, Luke is indicating that God knew what he was doing 
with Paul even though everything about the circumstances looked 
problematic. We see the Maltese people as good hosts who care for those 
who have suffered, a reminder that people are capable of showing 
kindness in the hardest of times. We also see Paul, certain of his call, 
continuing to trust God and bear witness about God to those who might 
hear. The impact is that others come to appreciate him as well. This does 
not always take place for someone obeying God's will, but sometimes it 
does. Fernando (1998: 618-22) speaks of Paul's leadership in a secular 
circumstance here: Paul as an agent of hope, his use of human wisdom in 
the positive sense of that phrase, as the provider of a clear testimony, his 
servant attitude—all of which become an encouragement as well as an 
example for Luke’s readers. 

The most important theme of the passage is that God can be taken at 
his word. God told Paul that he, the messenger, would reach Rome, and 
Paul did. God told Paul that no lives would be lost, and none were. And 


God told Paul that the ship would run aground, and it did. God’s word can 
be trusted because God can be trusted. The only thing one does not know 
is when God will accomplish his will. 


Additional Notes 


27:5. The Western text (614, 1518, Vulgate, Itala, and Syriac witnesses) has an addition that places 
the voyage’s length at fifteen days. 


27:14. The term for the type of storm, evpaKxvAwv (eurakylön), is a hybrid word, combining Greek 
(euros, east wind) and Latin (aquilo, north wind). This led to many variations in copying the term, 
including evpoxAvdwv (euroklydon; B2 [eúpu-], Y, 33, 1739, Byz), which is read in the KJV and means 
a southeast wind. This reading would suggest that the boat was driven in a different direction (see 
the discussion between Acworth 1973 and Hemer 1975). The “northeaster” reading is likely 
correct, being better attested (P”*, x, A, B*). 


27:15. The Western text adds references to blowing wind and furling sails. 


27:16. The variant spelling of the island includes a lambda—Klauda, which Byz uses, altering the 
case to the accusative (H, L, P). 


27:27. Discussion about the verb concerns the sailors' sense that land is close. Codex B* reads 
rpocaxelv (prosachein), which is Doric Greek and is unattested elsewhere in the NT. It speaks of the 
land “resounding.” Better attested is npooayeıv (prosagein), which simply means that land “was 
approaching” them, looking at the matter from the perspective of how it feltto the sailors. This is 
likely the original reading. 


27:37. The Western text and Bread that only “about seventy-six” people made the trip rather 
than the 276 of the other MSS. 


28:1. The reading of B* is MeXıtrjvn (Melitene). Several Latin witnesses have an underlying reading 
of MutiAnvn (Mytilene). Neither of these readings is well enough attested to be original. 


28:16. The Western text, expanding the verse, refers to Paul being handed overto a garrison 
commander of the guard, a stratopedarch (Sherwin-White 1963: 108-11). Some scholars think 
that the text may be a later expansion but still reflects the true situation. Barrett (1998: 1233) 
prefers a reference to the chief administrative officer of the Praetorian Guard. 


VII. The Arrest: The Message Is Defended and Reaches Rome (21:17-28:31) 
B. In Caesarea (24:1-26:32) 
C. The Long Sea Journey to Rome (27:1-28:16) 

» D. Visitors in Rome: The Gospel Preached (28:17-31) 


D. Visitors in Rome: The Gospel Preached (28:17- 
31) 


This final unit depicts Paul receiving Jewish visitors on two occasions 
(vv. 17-22, 23-28) and others to whom he sets forth the gospel 


message (vv. 30-31). The Jews as a group are not receptive (vv. 24-28), 
but at the end of the unit, Paul is proclaiming to all about the Lord 


Jesus. In each scene with the Jews, Paul speaks (vv. 17-20, 23) and 
then there is a Jewish reaction (vv. 21-22; 24-25a). A summary 
reaction from Paul concludes the second Jewish meeting (vv. 25b-28). 


Still, Acts ends on a note of triumph (vv. 30-31), but also with a note 
of regret at the lack of Jewish response, as the final citation of the OT 


comes from Isa. 6:9-10. Paul will turn to the Gentiles, though not 
giving up hope on what has proved to be a mostly stubborn Israel. 

The first scene makes four points, and the second makes three 
(Fitzmyer 1998: 790). (1) Paul has done nothing against his people or 
customs. (2) The Romans wished to free him. (3) The Jewish 
opposition led to his appeal to Caesar. (4) He is a prisoner for 
believing in the hope of Israel. (5) He is a witness to the Jews of Rome. 
(6) He sees their rejection as a realization of what Scripture has said, 
as Isa. 6 shows. (7) The message is going out to the Gentiles now. 

The scene recapitulates many elements in Luke-Acts (Weiser 1985: 


677-79). God has led the way to Rome (Acts 1:8; 19:21; 23:11; 25:10-12; 
27:24). The experience with the Jews in Rome reflects the experience 
with Jews in the rest of the book: much rejection. The passage 


contains asummary ofthe entire trial sequence with Paul (Acts 21- 


26). Paul’s innocence and suffering are like those of Jesus (Luke 23). 
The kingdom of God as fulfilled in Jesus according to the word of 
Scripture is the center of the proclamation. The call to all people to 


hear the message echoes themes in Luke 1-2. Paul’s attitude fits with 


Rom. 1:16 and his larger treatment in Rom. 9-11. 

The account lacks mention of two points one might expect: the 
outcome ofthe appeal and a meeting with the church in Rome 
(Marshall 1980: 420; Witherington 1998: 793). The selectivity makes 
clear that Luke has another point he wishes to make at the end of his 
two volumes: the relationship between Israel and the new belief, 


together with the Way?s move toward the Gentiles. The book opens 
and closes on this same theme. The new faith is intended for 
everyone but continues to make the effort to reach Israel because the 


faith is the culmination of Israel's hope. This is not to be seen as the 


end of Jewish mission (against Pesch 1986b: 306 and Roloff 1988: 370— 
71); it is simply the repetition of the pattern of Pauline proclamation 


(Acts 13:42-48; 18:5-7; 19:8-10; Polhill 1992: 538 notes the study of 
Hauser 1979 on the structure of the unit). The Jews need to embrace 
the fulfillment of their hope as much as anyone. The commission is to 
take the gospel into all the world (Luke 24:47) and to the end of the 


earth (Acts 1:8). Fitzmyer (1998: 791) notes that the Jewish people’s 


stubborn refusal to accept matches a pattern in the nation’s history 
according to the prophet Isaiah. Other portions of the OT also make 


the point, much as Stephen’s speech in Acts 7 did. The point in the 
passage is not the fate of Paul or a biographical interest in him but 
the advance of the word through Paul to Rome, as Acts 1:8 makes 
clear (Schneider 1982: 413). 


It seems curious that the story ends without mention of Paul's fate. 
There is no evidence that Luke intended to write a third volume or 
that Luke died before he finished. The account comes to a rounded- 
off ending. Some scholars argue that he wrote before the trial of Paul 
had met in the early sixties, but this also seems unlikely given the 


probable origin and dating of the Gospels. Simply put, Luke’s story is 
that the gospel reaches Rome and is carried on the start of its journey 


to “the end of the earth” (so correctly, in our view, Fitzmyer 1998: 


791-92). God sovereignly and powerfully brings the word to the 
capital of the world on a long and arduous journey from Jerusalem. 
This journey has been coupled with unjust suffering and bold 
witness. As ironic as this combination may sound, it means triumph 


for the message of the kingdom and the Lord Jesus (28:30-31). 
Pauline or Roman sources would stand behind this summary, as 


tradition about Paul's stay in Rome would certainly have circulated 


through the church. Pesch (1986b: 307) notes that the use of Isa. 6:9- 
10 is traditional (also Barrett 1998: 1237; Jervell 1998: 631 sees the 
core elements as historical). This is in contrast to Roloff (1988: 370), 
who sees Luke as responsible for the unit. 


Exegesis and Exposition 


17After three days he called together the local leaders of the Jews; and when they had gathered, 
he said to them, “Brothers, though | had done nothing against the people or the customs of our 
fathers, yet | was delivered prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans, 18who, 
examining me" ”, wished to set me at liberty because there was no reason for the death penalty 
in my case. 19But when the Jews objected " ”, | was compelled to appeal to Caesar—though | had 
no charge to bring against my nation " ”. 20For this reason therefore | have asked to see you and 
speak to you, since it is because of the hope of Israel that | am bound with this chain.” 21And they 
said to him, “We have received no letters from Judea about you, and none of the brothers coming 
here has reported or spoken any evil about you. 22But we desire to hear from you what you think; 
for with regard to this sect we know that everywhere it is spoken against.” 

23Appointing a day for him, they came to him at his lodging in great numbers. He expounded 
the matter to them, testifying to the kingdom of God and trying to convince them about Jesus 
both from the Law of Moses and from the Prophets, from morning till evening. 24And some were 
convinced by the things he said, while others disbelieved. 25So, as they were disagreeing among 
themselves, they departed after Paul had made one statement: “The Holy Spirit spoke correctly in 
saying to your fathers through Isaiah the prophet: 26'Go to this people, and say, You shall indeed 
hear but never understand, and you shall indeed see but never perceive. 27For this people's heart 
has grown dull, and their ears are heavy of hearing, and their eyes they have closed, lest they 
should perceive with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and 
turn that | might heal them? 28Let it be known to you then that to the Gentiles this salvation has 
been sent; they will listen.” " 7 

30And he lived there two whole years at his own expense and welcomed all who came to him, 
31preaching the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ quite openly and 
unhindered. 


28:17-20 These verses allow Paul to review his situation with the local 
Jews now gathered around him. The Jewish presence in the city is well 
attested, especially around the edges of the city (Schürer 1973-87: 3.95- 
100; Wikenhauser 1961: 287). Leon (1960: 136-37) places the bulk of Jews in 
a region known as Trans Tiberim (Augustus’s fourteenth region), the chief 
foreign quarter of the city, which was full of narrow streets, tenements, 
and crowded conditions. The region was known to be full of unsavory 
characters, vendors, and peddlers, as well as the poor and unassimilated. 
Rents were said to be four times the cost of other Italian locales (Le Cornu 
and Shulam 2003: 1505-12). Another prominent Jewish area was the 
Subura. 

Barrett (1998: 1238) notes eleven synagogues named in the sources, 
apparently drawn from Leon’s study (1960: 140-66). The first mention of 
Jews in Rome dates to about 139 BC. Valerius Maximus (Facta et dicta 
memorabilia 1.3.3) refers to Gnaeus Cornelius Hispalus’s interaction with 
Jews who were accused of a form of syncretism (Fitzmyer 1998: 792 
discusses the text in some detail). First Maccabees 14:16-18 and 15:15-24 
note contact with Rome during the Maccabean period. Jewish population 
numbers are placed at anywhere from twenty to fifty thousand, with 
Rome’s total population at about one million (Larkin 1995: 386; 
Witherington 1998: 795; Philo, Embassy 23 8815558). Josephus (Ant. 18.3.5 
8881-83) shows that the authorities did not like Jews proselytizing in 
Rome; he reports an expulsion under Tiberius (Dio Cassius, Rom. Hist. 
60.6.6; Johnson 1992: 468). The Jews were seemingly not well organized 
but simply belonged to a conglomeration of independent synagogues 
(Polhill 1992: 539). This may be the result of the various expulsions they 
had experienced. Their checkered experience with Rome may have made 
them cautious about being too aggressive in certain situations. 

Paul has invited the prominent Jews of first social rank (npotovc, 
prótous) to hear him. He took only three days to invite them. Once again 
the pattern of “to the Jew first” (Rom. 1:16) begins the activity in a city. 
This speech is a short example of forensic rhetoric with a brief apologia 


(Witherington 1998: 796). Luke’s summary here assumes that readers are 


aware of the earlier details. This speech has the Jewish leadership’s role in 
primary view. Paul is honest about their opposition to him. 


He addresses them as “brothers” (@SeAq@oi, adelphoi). He still sees 


himself as a part of the Jewish community. Despite Paul's call to minister 
to all men, he continues to seek out the Jews, even given their previous 


rejection. Paul claims to have done nothing against “the people” or the 
Jewish customs (Acts 24:12-21; 25:8) yet was made a prisoner in Jerusalem 


(21:11, 31-33). This may have been a point the Jews would have disputed, 
as in other places it seems clear that Paul was not as scrupulous or as 


completely law affirming as other Jews might be (1 Cor. 9-10; Gal. 1:1-4:6). 
The issue may have been whether Paul cared about the traditions attached 
to the law and only acted otherwise when engaged with Gentiles. Paul 

sees his innocence in terms of how God has advanced the promise as it is 
tied to the new era. He is on trial for the hope of Israel (Acts 23:6; 24:15; 


26:6-8; longer Pauline defenses of this idea appear in 22:1-21 and 26:2-23). 


So Paul's innocence is emphasized. This theme matches his formal defense 
speeches when he was delivered over to Caesar (21:11; this is like Jesus: 
Luke 9:44; 18:32-33a). 

The Romans examined (avaxpivavtec, anakrinantes) him and found him 
guilty of nothing (Luke 23:14; Acts 4:9; 12:19; of Paul: Acts 17:11; 23:29; 
24:8; 25:18, 25; 26:31-32; 28:18). He certainly is not guilty of anything 
worthy of death, just as Jesus was innocent in Luke 23. The irony of the 
events, which Luke only implies, is that Paul is still being held, and so 


Paul's explanation continues. Agrippa made his innocence clear in front of 
Festus (Acts 26:32). When the Jews, by which Paul means the leadership, 


objected to the claim that he was innocent, Paul appealed to Caesar (25:2- 
7). Paul wanted to prevent Festus from doing the Jews a favor (25:9). Rome 
has not really opposed him, but the Jewish leadership has. Paul has no 
desire, however, to charge his own nation with anything, only to be 
declared innocent. He has no ill intent toward his nation. The Jews should 
not see Paul as not caring about the nation or its promise; nor should they 
suspect that he is some type of informer. He is a faithful Jew. The term 
Katnyopeiv (katégorein) at the end of verse 19 means “have a legal cause” 
against someone (BAGD 423 §1; BDAG 533 §1a). Paul has no such issue with 
the Jews. They are pressing him, not the other way around. There is more 
irony: Paul seeks only justice, but here the pagan state protects him from 
those who are supposed to pursue justice and honor God. Paul has asked 


to speak with these local Jewish leaders because he is in chains for the 
hope of Israel, something Paul also has claimed earlier, in 23:6; 24:15; and 


26:6-7. He may literally be chained to an armed guard. Paul's letters often 
allude to his life in prison (Phil. 1:7, 13; Col. 4:18; Eph. 6:20; 2 Tim. 1:16; 2:9; 
Philem. 10, 13; Johnson 1992: 470). 


28:21-22 The Jews respond that they have not received any letters about 
Paul nor has anything evil about Paul reached them from other Jews. 


Although some scholars question the remark's believability, it is not 
surprising that they have not heard about Paul, for the following reasons: 


(1) Paul's case was long delayed and has only recently been moved along 
to Rome. Any communication to Rome may well have been delayed as 


well. (2) Paul's journey was very difficult but was attempted with as much 


haste as could be mustered (Polhill 1992: 540). At the end of winter, Paul's 
journey resumed very early in the travel season and so reached Rome 
before most others would have arrived (Witherington 1998: 799). Thus it 


may well be that news about Paul's situation has not yet reached Rome. (3) 


Haenchen (1987: 727-28) reads the remark too literally, that they have 
heard nothing about Paul at all, not just nothing evil about him, and that 
they know of Christians only through hearsay. The remark in verse 22 
appears to argue that these Jews do know that Christians are opposed 
almost unanimously, as the reaction against them comes from 


“everywhere” (navtayoö, pantachou). What these Roman Jews have not 
heard is anything specifically negative about Paul, which may mean that 
they do not know specifically why he is being brought to Rome. (4) It 
might also be that with the case moved to Rome, the Jews in Jerusalem 
were relieved that Paul was no longer a matter of concern for them, so 
they made no effort to say anything to Jews in Rome. The remark does 
imply that Roman Jews did seek input from other Jews in other locales, 
likely including Jerusalem, on such matters, but nothing yet has reached 
them. 

There is a final implication to note. Luke is capable of noting a Jewish 
conspiracy when one exists (21:27). That there is nothing known yet may 


indicate the authenticity of Luke’s account. Why not further the 
“conspiracy,” if details are simply being created by Luke? So the lack of 


hostility toward Paul among the Roman Jews speaks for the authenticity 
ofthe scene. 

The result ofthe lack of information is that the Jewish leaders desire to 
hear from Paul, although they know that the sect is rejected by all the 
reports they receive. Luke portrays the new movement as an internal sect 
(aip£oewg, haireseös) of Judaism in the eyes of the local Jewish leadership 
(5:17 [of Sadducees]; 24:5 [of Christians]). Although they have not heard 
about Paul, they have heard about this new teaching. Word about the 


Christians is out. The Roman Jews’ own experience is likely also to be at 
work here, as the trouble noted in 18:2 suggests a struggle between Jews 
and Christians in Rome. Here they stress that knowledge of this new 
movement is well known. It stands opposed by Jews elsewhere. They could 
be curious to hear the other side. The reaction tells us that they will listen, 
but with skepticism. 

The division of this scene into two meetings is like 13:14-50, where Paul 
first meets Jews in the synagogue. Here a second meeting follows the first, 
with rejection being the keynote as one moves into a second meeting. In 
Acts 13 the turning to Gentiles is stressed. Here the culpability of the 
rejecting Jews is highlighted (Polhill 1992: 541). 


28:23-24 The appointed day for the second meeting arrives, and a great 
number show up to hear Paul at his lodging (Eeviav, xenian; see Philem. 
22). All day he speaks to them about the kingdom and Jesus. One of Paul's 
topics is the rule of God that arrives through Jesus. This major theme of 
Jesus appears twice in the climactic scene (see v. 31). Although it is rare 
elsewhere in Acts (1:3; 8:12; 14:22; 19:8; see the discussion at 1:3), the idea 
is a part of key speeches throughout Acts (2:17-36; 3:12-26; 13:32-39). The 
fact that the idea begins and ends the book is also important; this is a 
literary inclusio that underscores the idea’s associations and significance. 
Paul uses the Law of Moses and the Prophets (Luke 24:27, 44; Acts 17:2-3; 
18:5). The theme recalls Luke 16:16. At the center of the kingdom promise 
stand Jesus and the promise of the whole of the Hebrew Scriptures. Paul 
tries to show them from their sacred texts that Jesus and the kingdom 
promise belong together (éZetiBeto, exetitheto, is a conative imperfect, “he 
was trying to convince them”). He is “witnessing” or “testifying” 
(Stapaptupopevoc, diamartyromenos) to them. Some are convinced 


(érteidovto, epeithonto) but a great many must not have been (nrrictovv, 


Epistoun, they disbelieved) because Paul's reaction cites Isaiah’s prediction 
of rejection. The division of Israel that Jesus causes reflects Luke 2:34, 
where Simeon predicted that Jesus would bring a division within Israel. In 
Acts 28:24, the contrast between the groups, pointing to division, is 


indicated by a classic use of a pèv ... Sé (men... de) contrast. Such a 
division recalls other texts in Acts where a Jewish audience is present 


(14:1-2; 18:6-8; conceptually, 17:32-34; such division of response is 
common in Acts: 2:12-13; 4:1-4; 5:12-17; 6:8-14; 9:21-25; 13:42-45; 17:1-5; 
18:4, 12-17; 19:8-10; Johnson 1992: 471). The few who respond positively 
remind us that God always keeps a remnant. The term for “were 


convinced” in verse 24 is also positive elsewhere in Acts (13:43; 17:4; 19:8— 
9). 


28:25-28 The leaders depart, disagreeing (aoÚuouwvor, asymphönoi) among 
themselves. This adjective is an NT hapax. Paul then comments, using the 


words of Isa. 6:9-10, which Paul attributes ultimately to the Holy Spirit, 
who originally addressed them to an earlier generation that Paul calls 


“your fathers” (Acts 3:25; 7:51-52; cf. 13:32-33; 26:6). Paul now separates 


himself from those who reject the way of God, since it was “your” fathers 
who were warned originally by Isaiah. Now this generation risks 
repetition of their error. Paul speaks like a prophet here, warning them 
about their rejection. The cited passage agrees with the LXX with these 


exceptions: (1) In Acts the phrase “to the people” goes with “go,” rather 


than with “say” as in Isaiah. This difference, however, does not affect the 
meaning at all, since the audience is the same in both cases. (2) Also, Acts 


has finite verbs instead of imperatives for “make dull,” “blind,” and 


“closed.” It presents the passage as describing something that has 
occurred instead of as a strict prediction, because this is how the matter 
has in fact turned out. The alterations make the application clearer. Isaiah 


6:9-10 is a traditional Christian text, used in Matt. 13:14-15; Mark 4:12; 
Luke 8:10; John 12:39-40; and Rom. 11:8 (also Justin Martyr, Dial. 12.2; 33.1; 
69.4). The form of the citation matches Matthews version. 


Israel’s heart, mind, and eyes are closed to the proclamation of God 
coming from his prophet. Israel’s problem is a dull heart. The verb 
émayvv0n (epachynthe) in verse 27 literally means “has grown fat” or 


“thick” and pictures a heart so full that it is unresponsive (BAGD 638 82; 
BDAG 790). Nothing can penetrate it to its core. Their ears falter as well, 
since hearing has become difficult. The term Bapéwc (bareös, heavy) is 
used only twice in the NT (Matt. 13:15, where Isa. 6 is cited as well). The 
ears are pictured as tired and too weighed down to function. Paul also 
notes closed eyes. No sensory part of the person is responding. The 
dullness of the people has prevented their being responsive and turning to 
God for healing. Turning to God (émotpéwwovy, epistrepsösin) is the 
response that is lacking (see the discussion of Acts 3:19). Such turning 
would heal them, but they refuse to do so. 

God was predicting their response here in Isaiah. He told the fathers 


through the picture of Isaiah's call and ministry that they were stubborn, 
hearing a divine report but not understanding, seeing but not really 
perceiving. The pair of negative particles (ov un, ou me) appears twice in 
verse 26. They are emphatic in force. Paul cites the passage to warn the 
audience that the nation of Israel is falling into the national pattern of not 
believing and of reflecting hardheartedness. Paul is like Isaiah, and the 
present Jewish community is like the ancient nation. This warning fits the 
pattern of Acts 13, where Paul is associated with Isaiah’s servant, but it is 
not a permanent rejection of the nation. Paul still preaches to anyone who 
might hear (vv. 30-31). In addition, the rebuke is much like that in 13:41, 
which cites Hab. 1:5. It is a prophetic warning (cf. Tannehill 1985; 
Moessner 1988; Moessner 1989) that to refuse to hear the word is to risk 
reaching a point where it will never be heard (Marshall 1980: 425). 

The result is expressed with a solemn call (v. 28) to understand what is 
taking place: “Let this be known to you” (Acts 2:14; 4:10; 13:38). Salvation 
goes to the Gentiles (Isa. 40:5; Pss. 67:2 [66:3 LXX]; 98:3 [97:3 LXX]; Acts 1:8; 
10:1-11:18; 13:46-47; 18:6). They will hear the message and respond. Here 
Paul appears to be baiting Israel’s people with this prophetic warning in 
the hope of making them jealous (Rom. 11:11-12, 25-32) or prodding them 
not to be disobedient to God. 


Roloff (1988: 375) argues that Luke’s view differs from Paul’s and sees 
no hope for Israel as a nation here. This thesis is the burden of an entire 
work by J. Sanders (1987) arguing that Luke-Acts is anti-Semitic. This 
message of Jesus and the kingdom, however, is the message of salvation 
for anyone. This is what Scripture promised and God brought in Jesus. The 
message will go out even if most in Israel do not want anything to do with 
it. Everywhere Luke presents the gospel in Acts, Jews are included, even in 
the face of consistent rejection. The fact that Paul will see everyone who 
comes to him argues for Paul continuing to hope for the Jewish nation. 


The fact that Luke records all of this shows that his view parallels Paul’s. 
Nothing precludes his going to Gentiles now, but Jews are not shut out. 

How Acts ends and the role of the Jews in it have been debated among 
students of this book. Larkin (1995: 390n) presents a variety of views: (1) 
replacement of Israel by Gentiles (many, as just noted above; among them, 
Jervell 1998: 628);|1] (2) remnant Jews with Gentiles make the mission a 
success (Jervell 1972; Moessner 1988; Ravens 1995);[2] (3) official Judaism 
rejected the gospel, but individual Jews did not (Polhill 1992: 545); and (4) 
God continues to preach to rebellious Israel. Everything we know about 
Paul tells us that the fourth view is the most likely, as Paul continues to 
hold out hope for ethnic Israel and its response to Jesus (Rom. 11:25-32, 
where “Israel” must refer to ethnic Israel). Jesus’s own teaching also 
appears to go in this direction, as Luke 13:31-35 indicates a judgment until 
Israel says, “Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.” 
Finally, Acts 28:28 makes no mention of turning from anyone. There is no 
remark that Jews have been excluded, only that the gospel will be 
preached to Gentiles, and they will respond (Brawley 1998: 296 suggests 
that as Acts ends, it is still reaching out to the Jews). 


28:29 See the additional note for why this text is unlikely to have been 
originally in Acts. 


28:30-31 The book of Acts ends on a note of triumph. It is a final summary 
like the closing of earlier units (6:7; 9:31; 12:24; 16:5; 19:20). Paul, even 
though imprisoned, lives at his own expense and receives any who would 
visit him. The aorist verb évépeivev (enemeinen, he remained, lived) is a 
constative aorist, viewing the two years as a summarized and completed 


whole (BDF §332.1). Mealand (1990) discusses the reference to p1o8@patt 
(misthömati, rent, expense) here; its force is much debated. On the one 
hand, the term is an NT hapax, and its etymology suggests something 
earned, not a reference to a locale. The preposition év (en), however, can 
suggest a locale, as does the verb éupévw (emmenö, dwell). The debate 


yields two possible meanings: Paul stays where he does either “at his own 


expense” (i.e., with his own payment) or “in his own rented quarters” (so 
NET; key inscriptions: SIG 1024, 1200; P.Mich. 9.563.19). The implication is 
that Paul has his own quarters, which means that he likely pays for it or, if 
not, his support by Christians does, as a letter such as Philippians might 
suggest. The verse points to a locale, but one for which expenses are paid 
rather than a prison cell. 

Luke does not divulge what eventually happened to Paul. He likely 
writes after the results were known, but Luke does not recount any of this. 
Witherington (1998: 807-9) treats the various views and specifically 
rejects the idea that Luke writes in about AD 62. If Luke did write later, 


then the reason Luke did not tell us about Paul’s fate, or even what it was, 
cannot be conclusively answered, but possibilities of how the 
imprisonment turned out and what Luke did can be explored: 


1. The idea that Luke contemplated a third volume has much against it, 
as nothing earlier in the two volumes gives any indication of a story 
beyond Rome. In this view, the open ending looked to more of the 
story, which Luke never came to write. The nature of Acts does not 


look to future events, as the predictions of persecution in Luke 21:12- 
19 appear to do for Acts. 

2. The idea that Paul was released after a few years because his accusers 
failed to appear is unlikely, since this view is based on the improper 
dating of papyri that supposedly describe such a legal situation. 
Bruce (1990: 541) covers the discussion, as does Sherwin-White (1963: 
112-19). Fitzmyer (1998: 796-97) appears to hold out for this option 
in the mention of the two-year stay, citing Claudius’s example in Dio 
Cassius, Rom. Hist. 60.28.6. The later examples appear in Pliny the 
Younger, Ep. 10.56.4 and 10.57.2, and Philo, Flaccus 16 §128. Johnson 
(1992: 473) notes the same texts but argues that they cannot support 
the point. What would this option mean for Luke? The inquiry died 


for lack of interest, and so Luke did not mention it. It seems, however, 
that ifthis happened, Luke would have had a great closing argument. 
In the end, no one made an appearance to support a decisive case 
against Paul. 

3. Did Paul die during this imprisonment? Was he martyred during this 
time? In this view, the outcome was too negative for Luke to mention. 


Evidence from 1 Clem. 5.5-7 and Eusebius (Eccl. Hist. 2.22), however, 
suggests that Paul did not die as a result of this inquiry. Paul lived 
through this imprisonment and was executed in the late sixties about 
the same time as Peter. This view stands against that of Haenchen 


(1987: 732), who argues that Luke’s ending for Acts presupposes 


Paul's martyrdom but Luke did not wish to end on a note about 
martyrdom. Conzelmann (1987: 228) agrees with Haenchen, citing 
the farewell speech at Miletus. Acts 7, however, shows how Luke can 


exalt a martyred figure, and so Haenchen's premise seems unlikely. 
Acts 27:24 suggests that Paul would appear before Caesar, but the 
outcome is not relevant to Luke. This is especially the case if Luke 
knew that Paul was released in this inquiry but eventually was 
martyred by Rome. He could have ended saying Rome released him, 
but the argument has little force if some are aware that Rome 


eventually did bring Paul's life to an end. 
4. Luke chose to end his book here because his point was the arrival of 


the word to the highest levels of Rome. The book’s ending is open- 
ended with respect to the future of the Jewish nation because the 
church is still preaching the word to whoever will hear it 


(Witherington 1998: 809). This was Luke’s key point, even if Luke 


knew of Paul's eventual demise. This is the best explanation for the 
ending of Acts. 


To all who come to him, Paul does the same thing: preach the kingdom 
and teach about the Lord Jesus Christ. His imprisonment cannot chain the 
word of God (2 Tim. 2:9). He speaks openly and unhindered. The second 


term, “unhindered” (åkwàútwç, akölytös), concludes the book on an 
emphatic note in closing the sentence. It is an NT hapax (Delling 1973). 
The kingdom is the delivering promise of the rule of God among people 
found through Jesus. As the first speech of Acts 2 told us, with it come 


forgiveness and the provision of the enabling Spirit for the mission to 
which believers are called. In Acts we have bookends in the use ofthe 


concepts of the kingdom and Jesus (1:1-3; 28:23, 31). The kingdom is 
restored to all who respond to Jesus Christ, as the contrast to Jewish 
rejection shows. At whatever point God decides, the kingdom will be 


restored to Israel (1:6), and this also will happen through Jesus (3:14-26). It 
will be a time when judgment takes place through this one whom God has 


appointed judge of the living and the dead (10:40-42; 17:30-31). As with 


the earlier messengers, at the center of Paul’s discussion is Jesus, the one 
who was exalted to be Lord and who serves as the Anointed One of God, 


the Christ. Paul emphasizes the combination of Jesus’s authority and his 


right to rule over God’s promised kingdom. It is to Jesus that people must 
come because they are accountable to the one whom God has shown to be 
the Messiah. It is on this positive note that Acts ends. This message of 


salvation is beginning to reach the “end ofthe earth” as it comes to the 
Gentile capital of Rome (1:8), a long, perilous journey from Jerusalem (Acts 
27). The gospel is spreading to the entire world. Even if Paul later died for 


this testimony, the fact that God’s word is preached and people make their 
choice about the message is the point. 

In sum, the book of Acts, a book of witnesses to the risen Jesus, ends 
with one ofthe key witnesses living out his calling despite having suffered 
unjustly. We see the continued tragic nature of Jewish unbelief, yet Paul 
continues to keep an open door to anyone who will listen to him and 
consider his message. Paul loves his enemies, whom he views as brothers 
who have lost their way. We see what makes for good evangelism: (1) a 
confidence and readiness to share because God is sovereign, (2) a focus on 
God and God’s kingdom program through Jesus, (3) an open door to any 
who will hear, and (4) a recognition that evangelism and mission are a 
priority, even the most fundamental calling of the church in the world 
(Fernando 1998: 628-32). Nothing, including prison, persecution, or 
possible death, has hindered Paul’s ability to minister and preach the 
message. We are to marvel at how God has protected Paul and 
accomplished his word (Stott 1990: 402). We also can see in this book that 
Paul suffered well. He kept the faith and continued to serve, living out his 
call. 


The book also has an open ending, with the word still being preached. 
In fact, the Great Commission anticipated in Luke 24 is realized here as the 
word goes out. The Spirit of God has directed the operation, and the Spirit 
has been a Spirit of enabling boldness. The word spreads even when some 
try to keep it from doing so. Faithful witnesses make sure that this 


happens. Faithful witnesses understand God’s calling and support, just as 
Paul did. 

All of this is the work of an active God. God has been directing events 
throughout the book. God set forth the call for the mission. God gave the 
Spirit. God directed the church to the Gentiles. God called out Paul with 
Barnabas and then sent Paul to Jerusalem and Rome. God protected Paul 
as he brought the word there as God's faithful witness. God can be trusted, 
and his calling is to be followed, Paul shows us that the combination of 
divine aid and humans’ faithfulness to God's calling is powerful. 

The theological premise of Acts is that Jesus is Lord of all, and so the 


gospel can go to all. Luke’s message is this: be reassured; the unhindered 


progress of God's word about salvation to all people is occurring by God's 
direction, fulfilled in the Lord Jesus Christ, according to the long-revealed 


promise of Scripture to Israel—and despite opposition. The new religion 


is really an old one, rooted in God's promise and direction. The word will 
get out. In fact, despite all the obstacles we see in Acts, the book ends with 
the gospel going out unhindered, for wherever the gospel is shared, there 
is offered an open door to the presence of God, no matter how tension- 
filled or restricted life is. God is the hero of Acts, and the plot line is how 
he reveals his word through Jesus and a faithful church. God will make 
sure it happens, and so will a faithful church. 


Additional Notes 


28:18. The Western text adds “concerning many things” as the topic of the legal examination. 


28:19. The Western text adds an exclamation to the Jewish rejection of Paul: “and they cried out, 
“Take away our enemy!” ” This addition shows the prejudice and hostility of the Western text to 
Jews. The Western text also has Paul explain why he appeals to Caesar: “that | might redeem my 
life from death.” 


28:29. This verse is not well attested for the original text of Acts. It is missing in P”*, x, A, B, E, and 
Y, and so it is excluded from the translation. It has the Jews disputing among themselves as they 
depart from Paul’s place. The reading is in Byz and in the Itala MSS. 
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coming outside land of Israel, 362 
distribution to Gentiles, 400-401, 502 
enables testimony, 190-91 
as gift, 144, 322, 332, 333, 334-36, 593 
given without circumcision, 500 
as guarantee, 58 
leads outreach, 526 
leads Paul to Jerusalem, 628 
and power, 111, 269 
promise of, 56 
and prophecy, 131 
rejected by Israel, 305 
Sadducees on, 671-72 
and Scripture, 82 
sees sin, 226 
Spirit-filled, 191, 209-10 
“Spirit of Jesus,” 527 
and wind, 97 
as witness, 248 
holy things, 457 
home-based ministry, 188 
honesty, 228 
hope, 123, 129, 148, 654, 670, 672 
of Israel, 749-50, 756 
hospitality, 188 
household baptism, 542 
“house of Israel,” 135 
house to house speaking, 627 


human responsibility, 120-21, 173 
humility, 204 


Iconium, 437, 466, 468-71, 481, 482 
ideology and history, 5 
idolatry, 276, 297-98, 299, 300, 392, 445, 479, 505-7, 513 
in Athens, 558, 560-61, 564, 569, 573 
commerce of, 608-9, 614 
ignorance, 173, 477, 564-65, 569 
Illyricum, 617 
image of God, 568 
imaginative narration, 4 
immorality, 505, 513, 648 
imposing the gospel, 200 
individualism, 155 
infant baptism, 542n5 
inheritance, 283, 718 
injustice, 544, 653 
insanity, 722 
instant judgment, 224, 225, 227, 334 
instruction, 151, 155, 263, 439, 593 
integrity, 228, 322 
Isaiah, 342-44, 755 
Ishmael ben Phiabi, 700 
Israel 
closed to the gospel, 755-56 
and God's promises, 181 
hope, 749-50, 752, 756 
Paul on, 714 
rejecting the Spirit, 305 
restoration of, 38, 61-63, 109 
unfaithfulness, 29899, 304, 452 


James (brother of Jesus), 78, 422, 429-30 
death of, 314 


at Jerusalem Council, 491, 492, 493, 496, 498, 502-5, 507 


and Paul, 643-44, 645, 649 
James (son of Zebedee), 77 


death of, 8, 82, 236, 374, 412, 421, 425, 432 
“James clauses,” 507 
Jason, 320, 548, 551-53 
jealousy, of Saducees, 237-38 
Jerusalem, 2, 7, 56-57, 72-73, 75, 106, 234, 526 
destruction in AD 70, 26-27, 355, 709 
focus on, 238 
as hub, 50 
name for, 106 
at Pentecost, 100, 104 
transition from, 374 
tumult in, 693 
waiting in, 90 
Jerusalem Council, 10, 216, 255, 382, 436, 498-514 
date of, 31-32 
on idols, 298 
on the law, 39 
Jesus 
appearances after resurrection, 56, 455 
appearance to Saul, 349, 351, 356-59 
ascension, 49, 53, 60, 67-68, 71, 76, 88, 108-9, 132-33, 177 
and Christology, 166 
and Pentecost, 92 
baptism of, 87 
centrality in speeches of Paul, 711 
death of, 30-32, 49, 148, 245, 247, 344, 399 
exaltation of, 68, 129, 170, 185, 247-48 
fulfilled promises, 448 
glorification of, 168—70, 660 
healing ministry, 192, 398 
identifies with church, 352, 357 
as judge, 399-400 
as leader, 247-48 
like Moses, 295 


lordship of, 35-36, 118 
as Messiah, 548 
miracles, 119-20, 162 
name, 172, 194 
as prophet, 132 
purchased church, 630 
rejection of, 193, 305 
resurrection, 49, 58-59, 68, 87-88, 92, 108, 148, 399, 456 
in Paul’s speeches, 550, 714 
in Peter’s speech, 123, 129-30, 137 
return, 69-70, 111, 177, 178, 631 
sacrifice, 116 
as servant, 464, 718 
as Son, 456 
suffering, 305, 454 
as vindicating judge, 312-13 
Jew-Gentile relations, 380, 402, 500, 582, 754 
Jewish Christianity, 254, 646 
Jewish historiography, 2n4, 11-12 
Jewish leadership, 45-46, 121-22, 184, 186-87, 249. See also Sanhedrin 
apostles’ disobedience toward, 245 


case against Paul, 684, 689-92 
disconnects apostles from Judaism, 235 


rejects Jesus, 454-55 
response to healing, 229, 231, 233 
Jews. See also Diaspora Jews 
as group separate from Christians, 366 
as jealous, 551 
as negative term, 425 
opposition to Paul, 338, 463, 570, 556, 596, 618, 638, 749, 752 
outpouring of Spirit to, 113 
on the resurrection, 122-23, 125 
in Rome, 751-52, 754 
John Mark, 434-35, 441, 443, 450, 518-20 


John the Baptist, 57, 98-99, 397, 408-9, 453-54, 592, 596 
Joppa, 375-79, 386 
Joseph, 278, 286-89 
Joseph of Arimathea, 454-55 
Joshua, 220, 296, 301 
journeys, 437 
joy, 154, 155, 466, 514 
Jubilees, 95-96 
Judas, 74—75, 77, 80-85, 88-89, 90, 222 
Judas Barsabbas, 511, 513, 514 
Judas the Galilean, 250, 251 
Judea, 7, 103, 104 
Judeans, 495 
judges, 452 
judgment, 83-86, 112, 115-16, 118, 146 
against Ananias, 223-25, 334 
against Sapphira, 225-26 
against Simon Magus, 333-34 
and fire, 98 
Greek view, 224 
of living and dead, 570 
and mercy, 432 
judgment miracles, 157, 219-20, 226, 441, 445 
Julius, 731-32 
justice, 344 
as goddess, 743 
justification, 458-60, 718 


kerygma, 454, 455 
kicking against the goads, 716 
kingdom 
in book of Acts, 328 
and Davidic promise, 128 
in preaching of Paul, 600, 754, 758-59 
and suffering and persecution, 482 


in teaching of Jesus, 55-56 
kingship, 548, 556 
kissing, 633 
Koine Greek, 13 


lamb, 343 
lame man 
healed in Lystra, 473, 474 
healed at temple, 158-64, 168, 172 
lament, 319 
land, 62 
language, 102 
last day, 112, 136-37 
Last Supper, 77 
law, 273, 486. See also Mosaic Law 
demands, 501 
and the Gentiles, 486-87, 493, 496-97, 505 
as living oracles, 297 
Luke on, 38-39 
Paul on, 459 
read in synagogue, 507 
and salvation, 508 
“lawless men,” 121 
laying on of hands, 229, 262, 331-32, 360, 362, 440, 744 
leadership, 247—48, 482-83, 484, 518, 524, 626 
leatherworkers, 577-78 
Leda, 745 
letter, of Jerusalem Council, 510, 511-12, 643, 648 
Levites, 216 
liberation miracles, 157 
liberty, 649 
Libya, 104 
light, 660, 718, 721 
litterae dimissoriae, 682 
Lois, 521 


Lord, 118, 135-36 
Lord’s Supper, 151, 220, 740 
lots, casting of, 89-90 
loud voice, 475 
love 
for brethren, 213, 218 
for enemies, 663, 759 
for neighbor, 573 
Lucius, 439 
Luke 
as author of Acts, 15-19 
Gospel of, 51-52 
handling of Paul, 12 
as historian, 3, 8-12, 15, 21-23, 531 
as realist, 212 
research for Gospel, 697 
soteriology, 756n2 
as traveling companion, 525, 528, 732 
Lycaonia, 471 
Lycus valley, 601 
Lydda, 375-77 
Lydia, 78, 530, 534, 545, 546 
lying, 227-28 
lynching, 309, 313-14 
Lystra, 320, 437, 468, 471, 473-79, 481, 482, 517, 521, 523, 557 


Maccabean period, 3, 42, 355, 377, 497 
Macedonia, 516, 517, 525, 526, 528, 533, 548, 617 


magic, 9, 119-20, 322, 325, 326-27, 333-36, 441, 443-46, 589 
in Ephesus, 602-5 
in Philippi, 535-36 

magistrates, in Philippi, 537, 543, 544-45 

“major public accusation scenes,” 526 

male/female servants, 113-14 


Malta, 726, 742, 747 
Manean, 439 
marketplace, 537 
Mars Hill, 563, 614 
martyrdom, 277, 278, 309, 316, 318, 425, 434 
Mary (mother of Jesus), 78 
Mary (mother of John Mark), 78, 421, 428 
Masada, 91 
material possessions, 225 
Matthew, 77 
Matthias, 75, 79, 82, 88 
meals, 151 
Media, 104 
“men of Israel,” 119n6 
mercy, 432 
Mesopotamia, 104 
message of salvation, 454 
Messiah, 133, 169, 207-8, 456, 718 
and glory, 134-35 
Greek view, 548 
messianic Jewish congregations, 410 
Miletus, 516, 621, 623, 626 
ministry, 258 
miracles, 9, 119-20, 157, 158, 192, 230n1, 589 
final miracle, 620 
first miracle, 161-63 
as God's activity, 197 
versus magic, 602 
of Peter, 375-79 
mission, 49, 53-54, 58, 66, 155, 164 
missionary speeches, 111 
Mitylene, 621 
mixed marriages, 522-23 
Mnason, 639 
mob action, 309, 310, 313-14, 479 


Moloch, 299, 300 

money, 161, 225, 226, 516, 538 

monotheism, 565 

Mosaic law, 487, 497n1, 754 

Moses, 132, 134, 178-79, 182, 230, 271, 274, 494 
in Stephen’s speech, 278, 285, 289-98, 300-301 

Mount Gerizim, 324 

Mount Horeb, 285, 294 

Mount of Olives, 61, 75, 76 

Mount Olympus, 557 

Mount Sinai, 294, 297 

Myra, 732 


Nadab and Abihu, 219, 226-27 
name ofthe Lord, 117-18, 143, 328, 361, 537 
narratives, 13 
national blessing, 248 
nations, 102-3, 181, 206-7, 478, 502, 504, 566 
natural theology, 559 
Nazareth, 119, 660 
Nazirite vow, 585-86, 647 
Nazoreans, 237, 690 
Nebo, 217 
nephew, of Paul, 678 
Nero, 25, 361, 712-13, 696, 747 
new age, 112 
new community, 2, 7, 23-24, 152, 154, 234, 503 
diversity of, 410 
emerging identity of, 37-38 
growth of, 73, 188, 257, 264 
new covenant, 144, 400 
new era, 389-90, 397, 401, 409 
new exodus, 132 
new life, 148, 164 
Nicanor, 261 


Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed, 214n1 
Nicolatians, 262 


Nicolaus, 261-62 

Niger, 439, 502 

Noah, 95, 96 
non-apostles, work of, 362 


notable, 196-97 
now and not yet, 174 


obedience, 198-99, 215, 244, 246, 264, 265, 278, 528 
of Abraham, 283 
to Moses, 297 

offices, in the church, 259 

offspring of God, 568 


Old Testament citations, 108, 178-79, 750 
one in the many, 464 
one mind, 78 
opening eyes, 718-19 
opposition 
to apostles, 242 
to community, 157, 210-11, 274 
in Corinth, 579-81 
in Ephesus, 596 
to Jesus, 45-46, 206-7 
pattern of, 548, 557 
to Paul, 468, 516, 551 


to Stephen, 270-71 
oracles, 297, 535 
orphans, 259 
overseer, 630 


paganism, 559, 597 
Pamphylia, 450, 481, 483 
pangs, 122 

Paphos, 443 

Parmenas, 261 


Parthenon, 563 
Parthia, 104 
Passover, 239 
“pastoral testament,” 625 
patriarchs, 286 
Paul. See also Saul 
appeal to Caesar, 699, 702 
appoints leadership in churches, 482-83 
as apostle, 79, 470 
arrest of, 418, 628, 635, 639, 641, 642, 650-52 
in Athens, 558-59, 560-73 
and Barnabas, 466-67, 518-20 
in Caesarea, 700 
in Corinth, 575, 577 
death of, 25-26, 361, 758 
defense speeches, 641, 654-55, 667, 669, 675, 685, 711, 713 
in Derbe, 479 
engages culture, 573 
in Ephesus, 586-87, 595-615 
example of evangelism, 614-15 
faithfulness of, 545-46, 627, 631, 632, 728 
farewell speech, 623-25, 626-34, 758 
as Hermes, 476 
humiliation in Philippi, 548 
in Iconium, 468-71 
innocence of, 629, 692, 699, 701, 702, 711, 752 
and James, 643-44 
at Jerusalem Council, 495, 498, 502 
as Jew, 643, 644, 647, 655, 693, 714 
and the law, 642, 644, 645, 646, 659 
leadership of, 747 
legal trouble with Romans, 530 
and Luke, 15-20 
Macedonian vision, 525, 528 
as mad, 722 


mission to Gentiles, 463, 487, 663 

as pastor, 622 

as pest, 690 

as Pharisee, 659 

power of, 537, 616 

preaching the kingdom, 758-59 

in prison, 31-32, 684, 694—96, 728, 758 

as prophet, 755 

in Rome, 674, 723, 726, 749-60 

sets forth life story, 714 

stoning of, 473, 479 

suffering, 361, 545 

in synagogues, 442, 448, 550, 561, 754 

travel to Jerusalem, 635, 641 

travel to Rome, 628, 635, 684, 702, 726, 749-60 

vow of, 585-86, 645, 647-48, 651 
Pauline Epistles, 2, 6, 9, 18 
peace, 396-97, 514 

of church, 373-74, 410 


Pentecost, 56, 58, 92-106, 408 
and ascension, 92 


explanation of, 111-37 


“of Gentile world,” 400-401 
Pauline, 362 


reaction to, 140—49 

people of God, 502 

Perga, 450, 481, 483 

Pergamum, 262 

persecution, 34, 184, 202, 231, 242, 253, 265, 715 
and arrival of kingdom, 482 
cycle of, 72 
and expansion of church, 411 
of Hellenist church, 317 
in Jerusalem, 374, 421, 423 
of Paul, 627 


and progress of gospel, 316, 466 
Peter 
arrest of, 374, 421, 425 
before council, 246-49 
and Cornelius, 380-403, 492 
escape from prison, 426-27, 432 
filled with Holy Spirit, 190-91 
inconsistency on dietary issues, 490 
at Jerusalem Council, 498, 499-501 
as leader, 7, 77, 90, 161, 254 
miracles in Lydda and Joppa, 375-79 
moves out of Jerusalem, 429 
rebuke to Simon Magus, 329-34 
speech at Pentecost, 92, 102, 106, 108-37 
Pharisees, 42, 45, 95n3, 186, 189, 235, 237, 249, 424, 667, 670-74 
on divine sovereignty, 249-50 
Paul on, 714-15 
Philip (apostle), 638 
Philip (the evangelist) 
in Caesarea, 346, 635, 637-38 
and Ethiopian Eunuch, 338-48 
in Samaria, 7, 266, 320, 321, 322—23, 324-26 
Philip of Macedonia, 528, 549 
Philippi, 8, 517, 525, 526, 530, 533-46 
Philippian jailor, 530, 540-42, 545-46 
Phinika, 735 
Phoenicia, 318, 412, 636 
Phoenix, 734 
Phrygia, 517, 526 
piety, 168, 396 
Pilate, Pontius, 207, 234, 454-55, 583 
pilgrimage, 284 
Pisidia, 481, 483 
Pisidian Antioch, 437, 448, 481 


plot, against Paul, 676, 677 
pluralism, 402 
poetic history, 4-5 
political revolutionaries, 658 
pollution, from idols, 505, 513 
Pollux, 745 
polytheism, 298, 536, 565, 608 
poor, 259 
postmodern age, 3 
pouring out of the Spirit, 92, 93, 99, 106, 112-15, 119, 131, 144, 331 
power, 214, 516, 602-5 
from Holy Spirit, 57, 60, 111, 632 
powers, 432-33 
praetorium, 684 
prayer, 79, 87, 88-89, 149-50, 155, 260 
amid persecution, 202, 203-4 
of Cornelius, 386 
daily schedule of, 388n3 
and fasting, 440, 483 
fervent, 432 
power of, 378 
in prison, 540 
while kneeling, 632 
preaching, 192, 237, 260, 399 
of Paul, 363-64, 468, 627 
in Samaria, 336 
success in, 264—65, 548 
in synagogues, 442 
predictive future, 70 
preservation miracle, 157 
priests, 186, 264-65 
Priscilla and Aquila, 576, 577-78, 583, 587, 590, 592-94 
prison, 238, 320, 354-55 
prisoners, 539 
prison rescues, 427 


Prochorus, 261, 262 

proclaiming, 187 

proconsuls, 444, 613 

prominent, women, 550-51 

promise, 144-45, 180-81 

promise and fulfillment, 454-56, 503 

proofs, of resurrection, 54-55 

prophecy, 114-15, 600 

prophetesses, 637 

prophets, 127, 179-80, 132, 400 
on inclusion of Gentiles, 503 
in New Testament, 417, 439 
rejection of, 305 

proselytes, 261-62, 461-62, 469, 496 

proselytizing, 538 

provocatio, 702 

prudence, 722 

Psalms, 82, 85-87, 206, 456-58 

Ptolemais, 637 

public speaking, 627 

Publius, 744 

purity, 351 

purity laws, 382, 390 

Python, 535 


Qumran, 222-23, 273-74, 278 


rabble, 551 

racial harmony, 418 

reconciliation, 410, 411, 418, 486 

Red Sea, 296 

refreshment, 176-77, 178, 182 

rejection, 202, 210, 466 

repentance, 111, 140, 141-42, 143-44, 174-75, 176-77, 182, 248, 304, 409, 
559 


and baptism, 57 
and baptism of John, 453 
leads to eternal life, 465 
Luke on, 569 
Paul on, 627, 719 
Rephan, 299, 300 
rescue, 427 
rest, 176 
restoration, 504 
resurrection, 68, 124-26, 187, 316, 562, 670-73, 674, 721 
Greek view, 558, 563, 570-71 
hope of, 714-15 
in Judaism, 122-23, 125, 687, 693 
Roman view, 711 
revelation, 567 
“reversal of an enemy” account, 353 
Rhegium, 745 
rhetorical devices, 14n13 
Rhoda, 78, 428-30 
Rhodes, 636 
righteousness, 186, 396, 459 
“Righteous One,” 170-71 
rioting 
avoided in Ephesus, 606, 613-14 
in Jerusalem, 650, 652-53 
romance, 8, 10, 15 
Roman citizenship, 360, 539, 543-44, 642, 654, 664--65, 669, 728 
Roman Empire, 43, 581 
Rome, 2, 65, 104, 703, 740-60 
becomes hub, 50 
as center of earth, 726 
as end of the earth, 731, 750 
Paul's travel to, 8, 605-6 
rulers, 174, 432-33, 602 


Sabbath, 76, 176, 351 
Sabbath’s day journey, 76 
sacrifice, 386, 389, 299-300 
Sadducees, 42, 45, 95n3, 186-87, 189, 424, 667, 670-74, 714 
jealousy of, 237-38 
on resurrection, 239 
saints of the Lord, 227 
salvation, 118, 147, 182, 193-95, 454 
salvation history, 12, 40, 74 
Samaria, 372 
Philip in, 7, 320, 321, 322-26 
Samaritan Pentateuch, 284 
Samaritans, 324, 330 
mission to, 336 
in positive light, 322 
and Spirit, 331 
on temple, 273-74 
theology, 277 
Samothrace, 532 
Samuel, 179-80 
sanctification, 718 
Sanhedrin, 80-81, 189, 208, 245, 272, 667, 701, 713 
Satan, 219, 221-22, 223 
Saul. See also Paul 
in Antioch, 416, 418 
becomes Paul, 436, 441, 445 
blindness of, 661 
calling of, 361, 439 
conversion of, 7, 31-32, 349-52, 353-62, 369 
escapes in basket, 366-67 
in Jerusalem, 368-71 
observes death of Stephen, 267, 309, 314-15, 316, 355 
persecution of church, 319-20, 353, 354-55, 358, 715-16 
preaches in Damascus, 363-67, 368 


transformation of, 317 
Saul (Israelite king), 452 
Savior, 194, 453 
scales, 362 
scoffers, 460-61, 463 
scribes, 189 
Scripture 
fulfillment of, 81 
from Holy Spirit, 82 
Sea of Adria, 738-39 
seasons, 63 
sea voyage, 726-27, 731-39 
second blessing, 210 
second missionary journey, 516, 517, 587-88 
second Pentecost, 210 
Second Temple Judaism, 135 
sect, 237, 690-91, 692 
sedition, 552-53 
seed, 180-81 
seeking God, 566-67 
Seleucid, 413 
self-control, 695 
Seneca the Elder, 580 
Seneca the Younger, 580 
Septuagint, 13, 85-86, 92, 277, 284 
Sergius Paulus, 441, 442, 444, 447, 448 
serpent, 743 
servant, 169, 464 
servants, 113, 114—15 
serving tables, 259, 269 
Seven, 255-56, 259--63, 637 
sexual immorality, 505 
shadow, 232 
shaking of place of prayer, 209-10 
sharing of material things, 152 


Sharon, 377 

Sheol, 124 

shepherding, 630, 633-34 

shipwreck, 726, 727, 738, 741-42 

Sicily, 744-45 

sign, 196 

signs and wonders, 115-17, 119-20, 132, 150, 196, 200, 209, 229, 230 
of Moses, 296-97 

Silas, 511, 513, 514, 549, 551-53, 556, 578 
joins Paul, 519-20 
as Roman citizen, 543 

Simeon and Anna, 375 

Simon Magus, 219, 322, 325, 326-29, 332-37, 696 

Simon Peter. See Peter 

Simon the tanner, 379, 386, 391 

Simon the Zealot, 77 

simony, 333 

sin, 226, 227-28 

Sinai motifs, 131-32 

singing, in prison, 540 

slander, 579 

slave girl in Philippi, 535-37, 546 

slavery, 284-85, 386 

sleep, 620 

snakebite, 726, 727, 742-43 

Socrates, 198, 562, 563 

Solomon’s portico, 167, 229, 230 

Son of David, 180, 453 

Son of God, 365 

Son of Man, 134, 169, 311-13, 400, 570 

sons/daughters, 113 

Sonship, 456, 630 

sons of Sceva, 596, 603, 605 

soothsaying, 535 


Sopater, 556, 618 
Sosthenes, 576, 582 
soul, 146, 150, 620, 628 
source symbolism, 93 
Spain, 65 
Spirit. See Holy Spirit 
stare, 475 
steadfastness, 415 
Stephen, 7, 261, 651 
burial of, 319 
full of the Spirit, 310 


martyrdom of, 236, 267, 277, 279, 307, 309-16, 317, 350, 355, 663, 678 
ministry of, 268, 269 
speech of, 205, 267, 268, 273-75, 276-307 

stiff-necked, 304 


Stoics, 559, 561-62, 565, 568, 571 
stoning, 241, 471, 473, 479 


storm, at sea, 726, 735-37 


strangled things, 505-6, 513, 648 
stubbornness, 600 

submission, 215 

Sudan, 341 


suffering, 200, 236-37, 252-53, 284, 482, 596, 653, 721 
suicide, 541 
superstition, 232, 711 
support, 418 
synagogues, 227, 270, 363, 365, 442, 469 
and reading of law, 507 
in Rome, 751 
rulers of, 631 
service, 451 
syncretism, 326, 333, 447, 603-4, 607 
Syracuse, 745 
Syria, 437, 520 


tabernacle, 300-301 


Tabitha, 78, 377-78, 379 

table fellowship, 151, 154, 394n7, 401 
with Gentiles, 390, 404, 486, 496, 506 

Tarsus, 360, 370, 658, 659 


teaching, 438-39 
team ministry, 183, 622 
temple, 94, 159-60, 167, 186, 230, 276, 302—4, 314, 642 
defilement of, 651, 691 
destined for destruction, 271-72 
location for judgment, 268 
Paul in, 693 
as people of God, 193 
tentmakers, 577-78 
Terah, 284 


Tertullus, 687, 689-92, 694 

testimony, 628 

Thaddeus, 77 

Themis, 561 

theodicy, 24 

theophany, 96, 98, 106, 131, 294, 540, 716 
Theophilus, 27-28, 51, 52, 55, 347, 383 
theophonic dialogue, 357 

Thessalonica, 8, 517, 526, 548, 549-53 
Theudas, 179, 250, 251 

third missionary journey, 516, 586, 587, 589, 640 


Three Taverns, 746-47 


throne of David, 128-29 
throwing dust, 663 
time, 63, 177 
timidity, of believers, 231 
Timon, 261 
Timothy, 471, 576, 595, 618 
in Athens, 557 
in Beroea, 556 


circumcision of, 520, 521, 522-23, 647 


in Corinth, 578 
joins Paul and Silas in Lystra, 521 
in Macedonia, 606n 
Titius Justus, 579 
Titus, 617, 618 
tongues, 93, 97, 98, 99-101, 104-6, 113-14, 332, 400-401, 600 
Torah, 182, 274, 351, 451 
torture, 539 
town clerk (Ephesus), 612-14 
tradition, 665, 714 
trance, 388, 407. See also vision 
transfiguration, 296 
trials, 627 
tribulations, 412, 482 
tribune, 652-53, 654-55, 657-58, 664, 668-69, 674, 676, 678, 680, 681 
Trinity, 248, 401 
triumph, 757 
Troas, 516, 517, 527-28, 616, 619-21 
Trophimus, 618, 652 
true prophet, 445 
truth, 722 
Tübingen school, 347, 492, 520 
turning, 142, 174-75, 181-82, 718-19 
Twelve, 2, 82-83, 90, 259, 422, 470 
twisted generation, 146 
two-witness motif, 69, 15912, 511 
Tychicus, 618 
typology, 293, 295-96 
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Bel and the Dragon 


Old Testament Apocrypha 


18 609 
41 609 


1 Esdras 


4:29 133 

4:60 LXX 204n4 
6:5 154 

9:43 133 


2 Esdras (4 Ezra) 


3:4-36 276, 281n3 
3:8 569n7 

4:39 176 

5:18 630 

6:15 209 

6:29 209 


7:28-29 365 
7:75 176 

7:91 176 

7:95 176 

11:46 176 
13:10 97, 98n9 
13:26-29 176 
13:32 365 
13:37 365 
13:52 365 

14:1 716 
14:1-2 360 
14:9 365 
14:29-31 276, 281n3 
14:49 67 


Judith 


4:8 240n4 


5:6-18 276, 281n3 
5:11 289 

9:1 159 

9:4 659 

9:6 LXX 120 

9:12 LXX 204n4 
10:5 389, 392 
10:19 289 

11:19 LXX 120 
11:23 290n7 


12:1—4 392 
12:2 389 
12:14 259 
16:17 432 


1 Maccabees 


1:10-15 497 
1:11 580 


1:11-15 487 
1:56 605 
1-2 42, 286 
2:14 477 
2:15 646 


2:23-28 314, 355 
2:26 462 


2.2627 659 
2:42 462, 646 
2:48 462 


2:52-60 276, 281n3 
2:54 462 

2:58 5313, 659 
2:69 458 

3:6 224 

3:47 477 

5:3 224 


5:48 527 
6:63 242 
7:33 196 
10:25 392 
10:35 505 
10:43 106 
10:62 534 
11,23 196 
11:24 632 
11:29 682 
11:30. 392 
11:33 392 
11:34 106, 376 
12:6 240n4 
12:23 513 


14:16-18 751 
14:41 178 
14:44 613, 677 
15:2 682 


15:15-24 104, 751 


15,16-21 355 
15:21 355 
15:22 104 


15:23 104, 216n2, 413, 414, 636 
15:32 442 


2 Maccabees 


1.1 106, 81192 
1:4 534 

1:10 106, 240n4 
1:31 289 

2:18 714 

2:23 104 

3 353 

3:4 186 

3:6 106 

3:7 661 


3:13—40 357 
3:26 69 
3:37 106 

4 413n1 

4:2 646 

4:6 690 
4:7-8 333 
4:19 519 
4:32 221 
4:41 664 


4:42 612-13n7 
4:44 240n4 
5:7 618 

3:22 21002 
5:27 389 

6:10 238 

6:12 224 


6:18-25 389 
6:23 290n7 

7 125, 125010 
7:2 198n10 


7:14 672 

7:19 251 

7:23 565, 56502 
7:27 570 

7:28 565n2 
7:34 206 


8:4—10 432 
8:9 661 

8:35 125n9 
9:1-18 84 
9:5-28 432n7 
9:10 513 
10:30 611 
11:21 513 
11:25 274 
11:33 513 
11:36 519 
12:22 203 
12:23.317 
12:32 95 
12:42 175 
14:35 565n3 
14:45 453 
15:4 693 


15:22-24 202n2 
3 Maccabees 


1:2 618 

1:3 216n2 

1:6 618 

1:9 106 

2:2 LXX 204n4 
2:2 206 


2:2—12 276, 281n3 
2:9 565n3 


2:24 LXX 209 
2:27 238 

2:28 242 

2:31 100n11 
3:4 669 

3:15 242 

3:16 106 

3:24 54 

3:30 682 

4:6 150 

4:7 242 

5:1 106 

5:10 106 

5:18 LXX 209 
5:30 LXX 209 
5:33 LXX 209 
5:33 224 

5:37 LXX 209 
5:41 233 

5:48 653 

6:11 477, 477n8 
6:18 311n2, 359 
6:24 398 
79313 


4 Maccabees 


4:3 106 

4:8 LXX 209 

4:8 354n1 
4:8—14 357 

4:10 356n4, 357 
4:17-18 333 
4:23 365 

4:24 LXX 209 
5:1-2 505 

5:16 669 


5:16-24 198n10 
5:17 519 

5:22 570 

5:25 565n2 
6:1 320 

6:5 556 

7:2 LXX 209 
7:19 286 

8:19 LXX 209 
9:5 198 

9:13 556 

9:32 LXX 209 
10:3 556 

11:4 365 
11:26 242 
13:6 LXX 209 
14:9 LXX 209 
16:25 286 
17:2 242 

17:9 242 
17:17 702 
18:5 106, 274 
18:12 462 
18:22 743 


Prayer of Azariah 
1 Eng. 540 
Sirach 


3:30 160 

4:22 396 

4:31 224, 632 

7:5 460 

7:10 160, 377, 386 
7:35 378 


10:14 609 

10:29 460 

11:17 386 

11:34 203 

12:12 141 

13:8 629 

18:2 260 

18:4 104 

23:1 LXX 204n4 
24:32 145 

27:11 386 

29:12 160 

33:25 287 

34:9 495 

34:24 LXX 204n4 
34:29 Eng 204n4 


35:12—13 396 
36:7 104 
37:26 463 


38:1-2 744 
38:11 387 
38:26 287 
39:27 386 
40:29 505 
42:21 104 
44 126 


44—50 276, 281n3 


44:23—45:5 295 
45:3 291n10 
45:16 387 
45:23 462 

47 126 

47:11 285 

48:2 462 

48:9 53n3 
48:10 61 


49:14 53n3 
50:16 387 
51:12 186 
51:26 501n3 


Susanna 


2 Eng. 290n7 
7 LXX 290n7 


44-62 225 
Tobit 


1:3 377 


1:10—11 389 
1:11 392 
1:16 377 
2:1 95 

2:14 160 
3:2377 


3:2—15 202n2 
3:6 90n18, 259 
3:17 362, 388n2 
4:7—8 377 
4:7—11 160 
4:10-11 160 
4:15 509 
5:4-16 428 
5:22 428 

6:8 233 

7:6—7 633 

8:7 LXX 207 
11:9 633 

11:13 362, 633 
12:8 386 
12:8—9 160 


12:12 387 
13-14 61 
14:8-11 160 


Wisdom of Solomon 


1:7 565n3 
1:8 198, 743 
1:14 565n3 
2:13 169 
3:17 609 
4:4 242 


4:18-19 84 

5:5 631 

6:7 LXX 204n4 
6:10 457n4 

7:1 393 


7:17—19 566n4 
8:3 LXX 204n4 
8:8 63 

9:1 565n2 

9:6 609 

9:9 565, 565012 
9:11 343 

9:14 335 

10 276, 281n3 
10:10 343 

11:1 258 

11:14 570 
11:15-16 292 
11:17 565, 565n2 
11:23 141, 569n7 
12:2-5 506 

12:6 229 

12:10 409 
12:13-14 251 


12:19 409 

13:1 477 

13:3 LXX 204n4 
13:6 566n5 

13:9 LXX 204n4 
13:10 298, 569n6 
13:18 162, 721 


14:11-12 561 
14:12 335 
14:20 565 
14:23 716 
15:4 335 


15:7-17 569n6 
15:17 565 
17:18 LXX 453 
17:19 453 

18:6 135n18 
19:13 242 


Old Testament Pseudepigrapha 


Assumption of Moses 


1.7—9 301 
3.11 296 


2 Baruch 


1.4 318 

22.1 311n2 
22.2 357,716 
30.1 714 
70.9 169 

72 720 


73—74 176 
76.2 67 


3 Baruch 


11.1-5 475n5 
4 Baruch 


9.22 300 
9.25—32 305 


1 Enoch 


6.4-5 677 
7.5 506 

10.9 136n19 
10.22 248 


14.8-25 98n9 
15.4 506 


24-25 61 
25.3 502 
26.1 63n2 


38-71 400 
38.2 171 
39.3 67 
40.9 714 


41.1-2 693 
45.5 176 
46.3 171 
47.3 465 


51.1-2 693 


51.1—5 672 
51.4 176 
53.6 171 


54.1—6 693 
71.1 67 
71.5 98n9 


89.13-27 630 


91.18 356n3 
96.3 176 
98.11 506 
104.1 465 


104.4-5 740 
108.3 465 


2 Enoch 


3.1367 
30.15 356n3 


63.1-2 160 
Ezekiel the Tragedian 


Exagoge 
lines 68-89 134 


4 Ezra 
see 2 Esdras under OT Apocrypha 
Joseph and Aseneth 


7.1 392 
8.9 718 
10.2 359 


14.6-8 353, 357 
Jubilees 


1.1 95n4, 96 
1.13 299 

1.27 297n12 
1.27—29 306 
2.1295; 297012 
4.26 248 


6.1 95n3 


6.7-16 506 
6.17 95n3 


6.17-18 95n4 
7.28-29 506 
8-9 63n2 


12.28-31 284 
14.1 95n3 
14.20 95n3 
15.1 95n4 
15.4 285 
15.7 285 


15.23-24 286 


15.25-34 285 
15.28 487n3 


20.1-10 624 
2123 629 


22,130 95n3 
22.16 392, 407 


30.717 3221 
30.20 465 
30.22 465 

39.4 286 

40.5 287 

40.9 286, 287 
44.5 357, 360 
44.33 288 


46.8-9 288 
47.3-5 290n7 
47.9 291n9 
47.11-12 293 
47.12-48.2 294 
48.4 296 

48.12 296 


50.5 248 
Letter of Aristeas 


34 682 
301-21 591 
315-16 359 


Martyrdom and Ascension of Isaiah 


2.123.123 
5.1-14 305 
5.9-16 311n1 


Odes of Solomon 


4.12 209 
12,3 209 
25.9 132 


Psalms of Solomon 


1.4 65 
2.18—19 396 
311-1282 
3.13 693 
5,10 287 

7.9 501n3 
8.15 64 

8.33 145 
16.4 716n3 
17—18 61 
17.4 453 
17.15 180n13 


17.21-34 453 
17,22-23 720 


17.22-29 248 
17.23-27 247 
1723-51 127 


17.24-28 206 
17,25 209 
17.30 501n3 
17.32 171 


17.37—38 398 
Pseudo-Philo 


Liber antiquitatum biblicarum 


9.3—10 290n7 
11.5 297n12 
11.15 300 


12.1-10 298 
13.1 300 
53.2 291 
53.6 389 
59.4 429 


Sibylline Oracles 


3.573-74. 9913 
3.650-51 302 
3.652-56 247 
4.8—12 302 


Testament of Asher 
3.1-6.5 356n3 
Testament of Benjamin 


10.11 714 


Testament of Dan 


2.1 625 
6.2 297n12 
6.4 176 


Testament of Gad 


3.3 286 


4.5—6 286 
5.1 286 


Testament of Issachar 


6.1—4 631 
Testament of Jacob 
1.10 429 

Testament of Job 


1.4 625 
18.7 736 
43.8 362 


Testament of Joseph 


1.3—4 286 
8.5 540 


Testament of Judah 


18.1—6 631 
24 95n3 
24.1 248 
25.3 101 


Testament of Levi 


3.9 209 
4.1 631 
8.2 69 
10.1 629 


10.258231 


14.1-3 631 
16.5 302 
18.2 136n19 
18.9 248 
19,1 718 


Testament of Moses 


10.1-10 176 
Testament of Naphtali 


1.3625 
4.1-5 631 


6.2-10 726n1 
6.6 742 


6.8-9 738 


Testament of Reuben 


1.4-5 625 


Testament of Simeon 


20-7 286 
2.7 238n2 
2.11 286 
2.14 286 
3.23 286 


4,4—9 286 


6.1 629 
6.27 176 


New Testament Apocrypha 
Acts of John 
97 356n4 


Acts of Peter 


4-32 325n2 
Acts of Philip 
78 [15] 124 

Acts of Thomas 
34 356n4 
Gospel of Peter 


35 619 
50 619 


Rabbinic Writings 
Babylonian Talmud 
‘Abodah Zarah 


11a 249n4 
27b 604 


Baba Mesi a 


83b 111n2 


Berakot 


34b 174n8 
38a 249n4 
43b 249n4 
61b 465 


‘Erubin 


45a 249n4 
51a 76 

53b 101n13 
104b 651 


Gittin 


32a 249n4 
33a 249n4 
34b 249n4 
35b 249n4 
56b 432 

88b 689n3 


Hagigah 
5b 445 
Ketubbot 


5a 313 
10b 249n4 
96a 454 


Megillah 


14a 114 
18a 249n4 
29b 451n1 


Mo ed Qatan 


17b 445 
27a 249n4 


Nedarim 

7b 445 
Niddah 

6b 249n4 
Pesahim 

88b 249n4 
Ros Hassanah 


23b 249n4 
29b 249n4 


Sabbat 


9b 388n3 
10a 388n4 
12b 716n2 
31a 509 

33a 249n4 
88b 96, 98n9 
136a 249n4 


Sanhedrin 


31a 249n4 
38b 671 

39a 249n4 

43a 120n7, 122 
48b 249n4 


56b 487 
57a 324 
76b 174 
85a 669 
88b 240 
107b 120n7 


Sebi ‘it 


7b 507 
35a 184 
36a 184 


Sotah 


41b 432 
46b 445 
49a 249n4 


Sukkah 
52a 126n11 
Ta ‘anit 
30a 249n4 
Yebamot 


45b 522 
90b 249n4 
115a 249n4 
122a 249n4 


Derek Eretz Zuta 
1126 


Deuteronomy Rabbah 


203a on Deut. 6:14 112 
Ecclesiastes Rabbah 
12.6 378 

Eighteen Benedictions 


1 168n4 
11 247 
14 61 


Exodus Rabbah 
2 [68c] 294 
5.9 96n5 


15.7 487n3 
47.9 297 


Genesis Rabbah 


6.5b 733 
59.5 302 
70.12 633 
78 [50a] 429 


Jerusalem Talmud 
Berakot 
5.1 743 
Besah 
2.61c.9 126 
Hagigah 


2.77b.32 98n9 


2.78a.41 126 
Sabbat 

14.4.14d 604 

Ta anit 

1.1 [64a] 174 
Yebamot 

2.6 523 

Leviticus Rabbah 


18.1 378 
on Lev. 20 394 


Mekilta de Rabbi Ishmael 
Bahodesh 
9 96n5, 306 

Mekilta Exodus 

16.29 (59a) 76 

16.32 (59b) 63 


Memar Margah 
4.3 179 


Midrash Psalms 


14 86 (57b) 112 
16 810 (62a) 138 
146 84 (268) 389 


‘Abodah Zarah 


in toto 569n6 
3,8 232 


Abot 


1.1 274 
1.4 659 
1,19 501n3 
2.2 578 
2.7 297 
3.5 501n3 
3.7 533 
3.12 646 
5.9 258 
5.10 153 
6.5 342 


Baba Batra 


2.9 379 
Berakot 
2.2 501n3 
5.5 53 


Bikkurim 


3.2-8 95n4 
Demai 

3.1 258 
Gittin 

9.8 689n3 


Kelim 


1.6-9 652 
1.8 651 


Kerithot 


1.1 179n12, 506 
5.1 506 


Ketubbot 


7.10 379 
11,1 257 


Kil ayim 

8.3 252 

Ma “aser Seni 
5.1 670 
Makkot 


11232 
3.10-15 715 


Megillah 
4.1-5 451n1 
Middot 


1.2 240 
1.3 160 
2.3 160, 651 
5.4 189 


Miqwa ot 
5.4 534 


Nazir 


3.6 585 
5.4 585 
6.3 647 


6.5-8.2 647 
7.3 648 


Nedarim 


3.1 677 

3.3 677 
3.11 487n3 
7.4 76 


Niddah 


4.1 324 
7.4 324 


'Oholot 


2.3 647 
18.7 392 


Pe "ah 


1.1 160 
5.4 258 
8.7 258 


Qiddusin 
3.12 523 


Šabbat 


1.4 76-77 
23.5 377 


Sanhedrin 


4.3 189 
4.4 262n4 
5.5 715 
6.1 314 


6.1—4 313 
6.2 315 

6.3 315 
6.5—6 319 
7.4 314 

7.5 190, 271, 477 
7.7 53512 
7.11 190 

9.1 425 

10.1 190, 673 
10.1—4 334 
11.2 189 


Sebi ‘it 


4.13 669 
8.10 324 


Seqalim 


1.1 670 
3.129 


Sotah 


5.3 76 
7.8 424 
9.15 249 


Tamid 


1.2 90n18 


3.1 90n18 
Toharot 
5.8 324 
Yebamot 


8.2 342 
8.4 342 
16.3 378 


Yoma 


2.2 90n18 


3.1-2 239 
3.9 90n18 
4.1 90, 90n18 


Numbers Rabbah 
15.25 112 
Pesiqta Rabbati 


15.10 296 
21.7 297n12 


Ruth Rabbah 
5.6 296 
Semahot 


11.2 377 
12.10 227 


Sipre 


150a 291 
357 291 
on Deut. 33:1 297 


Tanhuma 


26c 98n9 
28 (31a) (Buber ed.) 112 


Shemöt 

25 96n5 

Tetzaveh 

8 302 
Tosefta 

Baba Batra 

1.11 126 

Hullin 

2.22-23 604 

Ma'aser Seni 

1.12 77 

Nega im 

6.2 77 

Sebu ‘ot 


3.2 130 


Sotah 


7.16 432 


Targums 
Jonathan 
Isaiah 


42:1 169 
32:13 169 


Neofiti I 


Exodus 


19,56 302 
22:30 502 


Deuteronomy 

18:19 179 
Pseudo-Jonathan 

Genesis 

27:1 311n1 

Exodus 

20:2 95n3 

Deuteronomy 

18:19b 179 


Other Targums 


Genesis 
44:18 83 
Exodus 
12:42 296 
Psalms 


89:21 452 
118;22 193 


Ecclesiastes 


3:6 736 
10:16-17 11192 


Qumran / Dead Sea Scrolls 
1029 


1.3 98n9 
2.3 98n9 


1035 
1.1.14 112 
10apGen 


19.10 287 
20 744 


20.12-13 136n19 
20.16-17 233 
20.21-29 744 


20.28-29 362 
22.27 282 


10H 


3.20 70n11 
328 122 
4.26 151 


7.07.1132 


11,710 122 
11.20 70n11 
11.28 122 


15,67 112 
1QIsa* 
45.22-23 457 
1QM 


1.1718 
225718 


10.12-15 566n4 
14.9 718 
17.8 180n13 


1QpHab 


in toto 206 
2.1-2 460 


10.5-13 193 
11.13 304 


108 


1.7 646 
1.7-2.19 95n4 
1.9—10 718 
1.9-11 178, 296 


1.11-12 132 
1.18 718 
1.23 718 


2.11-17 335 
2.19 718 


3.18-4.1 465 


4.2-4 112 
4.7 463 
4.2157 
5.1 150 


5.1-3 152, 215 
5.3 79, 90n18 
5.5 304 


6.2—3 152 


6.3—4 80 
6.7 150 


6.13—14 646 
6.18-23 223 


8.1-9 387 
8.13 591 


9.3—11 152, 215 


9.17—18 356n3 
10.21 356n3 
11.13 356n3 


1QSa 


1.19-20 90n18 
2.5—6 341 


40158 
in toto 296 


40174 


1-3 127 


1.7—13 127 
1.10 452 


1.10-13 206 
1.12-13 504 


40175 


1.5—8 178 
5—8 296 
6—8 179 


4Q181 


1.4 463 
1.6 463 


4Q428 

7.6-7 112 
40501 

1.1.2 180n13 
40503 

7-93 180n13 
40511 

2.1.4 463 
40521 


2:2,1-13 714 
2.2.2 477n8 


4QEn? 

1.4.5 136n19 
AQExod? 

in toto 296 
4QExod” 

1.5 288n6 
4QGen-Exod* 
17.1-18.2 288n6 
4QpHos 
2.2-6 305 
4QpNah 


in toto 206 
3—4.1.6-8 247 


4QpPs 
37 206 
6Q18 
2.2 463 
11QPs?* 


27.11 127 
28.7-8 136n19 


110Temple 


64.10-12 247 
110tgJob 


24.6-7 136n19 
41.11 98n9 


CD 


1.13 356n3 
2.6 356n3 


2.14-3.9 276 
2.14-5,9 281113 


3.7—11 297 
3.20 463, 465 
4.12 193 
4.19 193 


7.14-15 298 
7.16 504 
8.12 669 


9.1—15 152, 215 
10.16 111 
10.21 76 


11.5—60 76 
11.14-15 406 


13.1=2 80 
20.18 356n3 


CD-A 
3.4—6 287 
Papyri 


London 


1912, lines 96-100 552 
1912, line 99 691 


Magdalen 


14.3—4 581n3 
Michigan 
9.563.19 757 
Oxyrhynchus 


1.33 722 
1.37.6 290n8 
37.6 713 
246.30 713 
246.34 713 
246.37 713 
1143.4 713 


Paris 


4 604 


Against Apion 


1.19 §130 171n7 
1.26 8249 613n7 
1.34 8310 613n7 
2.4 8835-47 581 
2.8 S108 264 

2.9 $119 239 
2.11 $130 564 
2.17 8175 507n5 


Josephus 


2.24 $195 105 

2.34 8237 612n7 

2.37 8267 562 

2.37 88271-80 501n3 


Jewish Antiquities 


preface 4 821 565 

1.3.2 876 461 

1.6.5-7.1 88151-54 284 
1.7.1 8154 282 

1.7.1-15.1 88154-241 281n3 
1.19.2 8281 721 

1.21.9 8417 683 

2.2.1-4 §§7-18 286 

2.5.2 864 104 

2.5.7-6.1 8887-94 287 
2.6.1 894 721 

2.7.4 8176 288n6 

2.8.2 8199 288 

2.9.2 §§205-8 290 

2.9.4 8218 570 

2.9.5-6 §§226-29 294 
2.9.5-7 §§224-32 290n7 
2.9.6 §§229-30 291n9 
2.9.7 §236 291n9 
2.9.7-10.1 §§236-38 290n7 
2.10.1-2 88239-53 291n10 
2.11.1 8825556 294 
2.12.1 8264 294 

2.12.1 8267 294 

2.12.2 8271 195 


2.12.2-3 88271-72 291n10 
2.12.4 8276 296 
2.15.5 8331 292 
3.1.4 8813-14 290n7 
3.1.5 823 194 

3.6-7 88252-57 95n3 
3.9.1 §§409-13 346 
3.15.3 §§320-21 418 
4.2.3 §40 204n4 
4.7.2 §165 296 
4.8.10 §207 612n7, 613n7 
4.8.14 §214 259 
4.8.21 §238 252 
4.8.29 8274 221 
4.8.38 8287 259 
4.8.48 8326 67 
5.11.4 §§403-8 652 
6.4.1 §50 417 

6.8.2 §166 127 
6.13.9 §312 483 
6.14.3 §338 542 
6.14.9 §378 452 
7.4.1 8876-77 209 
7.9.4 8207 171n7 
7.12.2 8303 162 
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18-19 732 


18.2 417n4 
25 30, 577 
25.3 544, 664 
25.4 416 

28 681n1, 695 


Nero 


9—10 703 
12 664 
15.1 703 


Titus 
5.3 745n7 
7710 


Tacitus 


Annals 

6.20 553 

12.43 417n4 
12.52 553 

12.54 681n1, 684 
15.44 416 

15.73 580 

22.61 636 


Histories 

1.6 710 

2.80 610 

2.81 710 

5.4.1470 

5.4.3 470 

5.5 538 

5.9 643, 681n1, 684, 695 


Terence 


Phormio 


1.2.27 71693 
Thucydides 


Peloponnesian War 
1.2.65 737 

1.22.1 21 

2.97.4 632n3 
3.38.5 563 


3.52—60 659n2 
4.118.7 512 


6.1—61 727 
8.24.35 733 


Valerius Maximus 


Facta et dicta memorabilia 
1.3.3 751 


Vegetius 


On Military Affairs 
3.8 425 
4.39 587, 733 


Vettius Valens 


Anthologiae 
43.29 602 
43.32 602 
60.20 602 


Virgil 


Aeneid 
1.92—101 737 
1.278-79 102 
3.89—90 209 


5.366 476n7 
6.618-23 224n5 


Xenophon 


Anabasis 
1.2.19 466 


Hellenica 
2.4.42 145 
5.3.1 639 


Memorabilia 
1.1.2 562 
1.1.16 722 


Xenophon of Ephesus 


Ephesian Tale of Anthia and Habrocomes 
1.11-12 636 

1.11.5 609 

1.12.1 476n6 

1.14.6 636 

2.2—3.3 608n4 

2.2.4 742 

2.4.6 540 

2.11.10 742 


Church Fathers 
Anti-Marcionite Prologues 
in toto 16, 27, 28 
Apostolic Constitutions 


2.3.24.6 88n15 
3.1.7.8 88n15 


4.2.6.8 88n15 
Augustine 


City of God 
6.11 580 


Sermons 
361.14 357n5 


Barnabas 


4.12 396n9 
6.1170 
9.2 170 


1 Clement 


1.3 396n9 
2.1 632 

2.2 25 

5.2—4 630 

5.4 25, 89n17 
5.5-7 361, 747, 758 
5.7 25, 64 
18.1 452 

44.3 630n1 
45.8 67n6 
54.2 630n1 
57.2 630n1 


59.2-4 170 
2 Clement 
1.1 400 


Clement of Alexandria 


Stromata 
1.14.59 568 
5.8.46 604 
5.12 16 
5.12.82.4 1n3 
5.14 88n15 
5.16 88n15 
6.5 318 


Cyprian of Carthage 


Three Books of Testimonies against the Jews 
in toto 55n7 


Didache 


1-6 356 
1.5 632 
7.1 345n4 
7.3 345n4 
7.4 399 
8.3 388n3 


9.2—3 170 
10.6 136n19 
11.7—12 417 
14 619 

15.4 386 
16.3 630 


Epiphanius 


Refutation of All Heresies 
21 325n2 


Eusebius 


Ecclesiastical History 
1.12.3 88 


2.1.1 88 
2.1.13 338 


2.9.2—3 425 


2.15.1—2.16.2 428 
2.22 758 


2.22.1—7 747 
2.22.6 27 
2.23.1 430 


2.23.11-18 430 
2.23.36 315 
2.40 88 

3.1.2 361 

3.4 16n15 
3.4.1 1n3 
3.4.10 571 
3.5.2 318 

3.24 16n15 


3.31.2—5 638 
3.39.9 88, 637 
3.39.10 88 


3.39.14-16 428 
4.23.3571 
5.1.26 507 
5.2.5 315 

5.8.3 528 
5.16.13 88 
5.17.3 637 
5.18.4 318 
6.14.6 538 
6.25 16 


Preparation for the Gospel 
15.20.6 571 


Hippolytus 


Refutation of All Heresies 
6.2-20 325n2 


Ignatius 


To the Ephesians 
6 629 
11.2 416 


To the Magnesians 
2020 

5.1 89n17 

7 629 

10.3 416 


To the Philadelphians 


2.1-2 630 
10.1 483 


To the Romans 
3.2 416 


To the Smyrnaeans 
3.3 399 

8 629 

11.2 483 


To the Trallians 
2—3 629 


Irenaeus 


Against Heresies 


1.16.2-3 325n2 
1.23.1 262 

1.23.2 327n3 
1.27.4 327n3 
2.preface.1 327n3 


3.116 
3.1.1 27 
3.2.2 629 


3.3.1—2 629 
3.12 327 
3.12.10 346n6 
3.13.3 1, 1n3 
3.14 16, 27 
3.15.1 28 
4.26.2 629 


Jerome 


Commentary on Matthew 
preface 27 


Commentary on Titus 
1.12 564 


John Chrysostom 


Homilies on Acts of the Apostles 
1.5 36 

36.2 542 

42.2 613 

45 636 

47 358 


Justin Martyr 


Dialogue with Trypho 
12.2 755 

17.1 690n4 

33.1 755 

34.8 507 

47 646 

69.4 755 

69.7 120n7 


85.3 603 
103 16 
108.2 690n4 
120.6 325n2 


First Apology 
26 327 

26.2 325 
26.3 325 

50 68 

50.12 25 
56.2 325 

61 359 


Martyrdom of Polycarp 


12.1 274n5 
14.1170 
17.2 271 
20.2 170 


Muratorian Canon 


in toto 28 
lines 34-39 1n3 


Origen 


Against Celsus 
1.57 325n2 
2.34 540n4 
6.75 475n5 


Papias 


Fragments 


3.9—10 88 
18.1 84n12 


Passion of Saints Perpetua and Felicity 
3678 
Photius 


Bibliotheca 
33 709 


Polycarp 


Letter to the Philippians 
2.323 

6.1 396n9 

6.3 25 

7.2 483 

7.3 416 

9.2 89n17 

12.223 


Pseudo-Clement 


Homilies 
2.22 325902 
2.24 325n2 
10.13 88n15 
18.12 325n2 
18.14 325n2 


Shepherd of Hermas 
Mandate 
4.3.4 88n15 
5.2.2 429 


Tertullian 


Against Marcion 
4.2 16 


Against the Jews 
7102 


Apology 
9.13 507 
21.29 55n6 


On Baptism 
10.4 1n3 
20 359 


On Fasting 
10 1 


Prescription against Heretics 
22.11 28 
23.3 28 


To the Martyrs 
2 540 
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Notes 


Introduction to Acts 


[1]. Itacism is the tendency for 01, n, £1, and v to be pronounced as 1. Failure to distinguish these 
sounds led to spelling variants when manuscripts were copied by dictation. 

[2]. This suggestion is based on analogy with titles in the Gospels; Hengel 1985: 64-84. Harrison 
1975: 11 argues for a second-century date for these titles. 

[3]. Irenaeus, Ag. Her. 3.13.3 (“Acts of the Apostles”); Clement of Alexandria, Stromata 5.12.82.4 
(“Luke in the Acts of the Apostles”); Tertullian, On Baptism 10.4 (“Acts of the Apostles”); Muratorian 
Canon, lines 34-39 (“The Acts of All the Apostles were written in one volume. Luke addresses it to 
the most excellent Theophilus”); Bruce 1988b: 160; Eusebius, Eccl. Hist. 3.4.1 (“in the Acts”); Pesch 
1986a: 22-23; for a late-second-century date for the Muratorian Canon, see Ferguson 1982: 677-83. 
Luke’s Acts also does not match in genre the “hero” accounts of second-century accounts of “Acts” 
(Jervell 1998: 58; Roloff 1988: 1). 

[4]. The rules are (1) a noble subject, (2) the usefulness of the subject for readers, (3) 
independence of mind and absence of partiality, (4) good narrative construction, (5) adequate 
collection of preparatory material, (6) the selection and variety of treatment of that material, (7) 
correct disposition and ordering of the account, (8) lively narration, (9) moderation in 
topographical detail, and (10) the composition of speeches adapted to the orator and rhetorical 
situation. Marguerat 2002: 14 holds that Luke follows eight of the ten rules. Only the choice of 
subject and the lack of impartiality deviate from the list. But as Marguerat is aware (2002: 22), it is 
precisely because Luke is presenting divine acts and their significance that the subject matter is 
noble and a perspective that is not partial is undertaken, a perspective that is more in line with 
Jewish historiography. 

[5]. Without specifying the book’s genre, Marguerat 1998 compares Acts to a colony foundation 
narrative, which seeks to trace the origins of a community, something Acts does in terms of God’s 
promise and provision. He reaffirms this in a later work, calling it apologetic historiography, that 
is, a “narrative of beginnings” (2002: 34). 

[6]. Shauf 2005: 60-61 notes ten subcategories of historical genre that scholars have attributed 
to Acts: general history, Greco-Roman political history, apologetic history, institutional history, 
continuation of biblical history, pathetic history, tragic-pathetic history, rhetorical history, 
succession narrative, and historical monograph. The problem is that Acts can be connected to 
many of these subgenres at once, and so such detailed classification probably is too specific. Acts 
shares traits with a variety of ancient historical genres. For example, Sterling 1992: 17 speaks of 
apologetic historiography, but then also describes Acts as establishing group identity. Shauf 2005: 
65-66 notes that whatever the classification, when it comes to function, most scholars agree that 
the identity of the community is the point (so also Marguerat 2002: xi). 

[7]. Similar in treatment is Schröter 2005. 


[8]. As Gasque 1989: 24-26 and Marguerat 2002: 2-4 note, the issue of the Lukan portrayal of Paul 
is also the oldest complaint raised against Luke’s presentation of history, going back to W. M. L. 
DeWette (1780-1849) in the early nineteenth century. The question was pursued by F. C. Baur 
(1792-1860) and his Tendenzkritik, where Peter and Paul represent competing Christianities that 
Luke seeks to reconcile. Marguerat calls Baur “the real detonator in the criticism of Luke’s 


historiography.” Overbeck 1919: 78 calls Luke’s work a “gaffe on the scale of world history.” 

[9]. Fitzmyer 1998: 124 places himself in the middle, between skeptical and conservative 
handlings of the book. Barrett 1994; 1998 also likely belongs here. We shall interact with this more 
moderate approach in more detail as we proceed from passage to passage, since discussions of 
historicity ultimately boil down to working through the details. 

[10]. Witherington 1998: 10-11, 24-39 has a more complete discussion, where he shows that 
Lucian argued for care about detail and accuracy as well as for concern for the accuracy of sources; 


see also Mosley 1965-66; Bruce 1990: 27-34; and esp. van Unnik 1979: 46-47. 
[11]. Barrett 1998: xlv—xlviii lists a series of constructions, common in Acts, showing a Greek 


influenced by Hebrew style; see also Haenchen 1987: 74-75. 
[12]. See Witherington 1998: 44. One can note the lack of citations in the speeches in Acts 10 and 
17, where Gentiles do not need or necessarily appreciate references to Scripture. 


[13]. This is but one example of Rothschild’s appeal to various rhetorical devices as means of 
persuasion instead of reflections of genuine, historiographical concerns (Rothschild 2004: 291). She 
examines the following five devices: patterns of recurrence, prediction, predictive exploitation of 
the Greek auxiliary verb del, amplification of eyewitnesses, and epitomizing. She claims that these 
techniques are representative of Hellenistic historiography and lead to a conclusion that history 
and theology should not be placed in competing categories, as is often the case for Luke-Acts. The 
reason for the opposition, however, is the view that the use of rhetoric at the expense of genuine 


history is what is taking place. A second take on the “we passages” comes from Phillips 2005. He 
analyzes them from a narrative perspective and argues two points: (1) the narrator shares a place 
in postapostolic times with Paul, and (2) this approach allows the narrator to historicize the earlier 
events tied to the apostles, especially the community of goods. Both of these observations need 
qualification. Actually, with regard to point 1, Luke sees Paul as overlapping with the apostolic 
times, although his role becomes significant later as shifts are taking place in Jerusalem, where the 
apostles become less central. This apostolic overlap undercuts the idea that Paul is the only 
example of how to handle goods in contrast to the earlier actions of the apostles in idea 2. Acts 
never portrays the sharing of goods in a negative light. In fact, it shows an ethic that takes 
seriously the needs of a neighbor. 

[14]. But see Barrett 1998: xxvii-xxix, who attributes the “we sections” to an itinerary list. 
Porter 1999: 10-66 argues that this section is a source distinct from the author’s general emphases 
in Acts but that it cannot be ruled out or shown that it goes back to the author. 

[15]. Irenaeus’s idea that Luke was constantly with Paul is clearly an exaggeration, given the 
brief references to Luke’s presence in the “we sections.” By contrast, Eusebius (Eccl. Hist. 3.4) says 
Luke was with Paul “a good deal” (also noted in 3.24, where Luke is said also to have had contact 
with “the rest of the apostles”). 

[16]. Adoptionism is the view that Jesus became the Christ or was appointed to that position 
sometime during his earthly ministry (e.g., at his baptism or after his resurrection). For the case 
that Luke (along with Matthew and Mark) presents Jesus as possessing a heavenly identity before 
Easter, see Gathercole 2006. How much some of these texts Gathercole appeals to implied in their 
original historical setting is debatable, but that Luke uses them with full force is quite likely given 
his post-Easter perspective. Ambiguity became clarity in light of divine events. 


[17]. Bock 1994a: 5-6 suggests that Luke was a doctor and likely a Gentile who may have been a 
God-fearer before becoming a Christian. 

[18]. For a discussion of sources, see Schneider 1980: 82-89, who rejects as unlikely a Semitic 
source for Acts 1-15. 

[19]. Barrett 1998: xxx argues for a Pauline or a Pauline-circle connection for the parts of this 
material that are not, in his view, fictitious. 

[20]. For a detailed presentation of potential sources, see Fitzmyer 1998: 85-88, who has 
Palestinian, Antiochene, Pauline, and “we section” sources. He explicitly rejects an Aramaic source 
for Acts 1-15. 

[21]. Polhill 1992: 42-47 notes that about three hundred of its about one thousand verses are 
speech material. Fitzmyer 1998: 104-5 lists twenty-eight speeches in the book, of which eight are 
tied to Peter and ten to Paul. Forms include missionary speeches to Jews, evangelistic speeches to 
Gentiles, a prophetic indictment from Stephen, two speeches that teach, two defense speeches, and 
one defense-debate speech. Fitzmyer 1998: 106 is agnostic on the ability to decide the historicity of 
the speeches, other than to say that Luke had the input of sources. 

[22]. The original monograph, published in 1961, is now in a third edition, published in 1974. 
Similar is Haenchen 1987: 129-32, who argues that Wilckens showed that the early speeches also 
have Hellenistic elements in them, proving that they are not authentic. Conzelmann 1987: xliii-xlv 
maintains that the speeches are inserted into the narrative and are literary creations. 

[23]. There is no doubt that Luke often is responsible for the final composition of his units. The 
question is whether he had access to sources and community oral traditions in constructing his 
work, Word usage statistics are cited throughout the commentary so that the reader can keep an 
eye on how often key vocabulary appears in both Luke-Acts and the NT. Such statistics can be a 
clue that a source is in use. 

[24]. Van Unnik 1960-61 traces the earlier history of this discussion. Schneider 1977 covers 
German interpretation in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Maddox 1982 surveys and 
assesses the variety of views. 

[25]. Hemer 1989: 376-82 gives fifteen reasons for an early date, but five are the most important 
for him. He opts for AD 62, which is early for some who see Luke’s Gospel as written later, whether 
in the mid- to late 60s or after AD 70. Larkin 1995: 18 also prefers such a date. 

[26]. Holding this view are Schneider 1980: 118-21, who opts for AD 80-90; Pesch 1986a: 28, who 
opts for a date near AD 90; Barrett 1998: cxii, cxviii, who opts for the 80s; Roloff 1988: 6, around AD 
90; Fitzmyer 1998: 54, AD 80-85; Hengel 1979: 66, AD 80-90; Witherington 1998: 62, late 70s or early 
80s; so also Bruce 1990: 12-18, a change from his earlier view; Polhill 1992: 30, slightly earlier, in AD 
70-80. 

[27]. So Conzelmann 1987: xxxiii against O’Neill 1961: 1-58, one of several who hold to this late 
option and appeal to Luke’s use of Josephus, written in the 90s, as a key point for this view, 
something that likewise has not won wide consent. 

[28]. Bock 1996: 1821 prefers AD 33 for the crucifixion, as does Hoehner 1977: 95-114. Riesner 
1998: 52-58 fully discusses the issues and takes the more common AD 30 position; an oft-cited 
study of Pauline chronology is Jewett 1979; see also Finegan 1998. 

[29]. As Witherington 1998: 88-90 notes. For example, does one count fourteen or seventeen full 
years, or does a part of a year count as a year? 

[30]. For example, Riesner 1998: 322 has an AD 30 date for the crucifixion, yet he argues that Paul 
was converted in the second year after Jesus’s death, in AD 31-32, and so he counts years in 
Galatians in a noninclusive manner, 


[31]. For a comparison of seven models, see Schneider 1980: 129-33. For a comparison of more 
than thirty proposals, see Riesner 1998: 3-28. Riesner 1998: 39-40 correctly insists that these issues 
cannot be decided without taking Acts seriously in terms of historicity. 

[32]. Riesner 1998: 320-22, 396 holds to the South Galatia theory for the letter, making it the 
earliest of Paul’s epistles, written in either AD 48 or AD 50. He appears to lean in the direction of 
Acts 15 7Gal. 2, but the point is not entirely clear. 

[33]. Note especially the discussion in Stenschke 1999: 386-88. He observes that the speech at 
the Areopagus is the key text for many espousing this view (Acts 17), and he challenges the 
dichotomy that Vielhauer 1966 sees between Pauline and Lukan anthropology based on this 
assumption. Stenschke also questions the claims of Parsons and Pervo 1993 that Luke’s theology is 
not unified in its various portrayals in Luke-Acts. 


[34]. Carroll’s study does not develop the judgment side of the eschatology of Acts. Here what is 
said to Gentiles in Acts 10 and 17 is particularly significant. 


A. Review of Book 1 to the Ascension (1:1-5) 


[1]. Alexander 1996: 73-103 discusses how Luke’s work fits the middle level of scientific writing 
from a Greek perspective, although one could question this connection to scientific works, since 
Acts is not about science but history. See Witherington 1998: 105n2; Eckey 2000: 43. 

[2]. Wikenhauser 1961: 24 speaks of the miracles and the passion as the key activities, and Pesch 
1986a: 61 notes the kingdom (Acts 1:3) as the key teaching topic. Jervell 1998: 109 speaks of the 
demonstration of the power of God's word as the purpose of Jesus’s actions. 

[3]. On the use of the verb AvaAauUBAvw (analambano, to be taken up) in Acts for the ascension, 
see Acts 1:11, 22; also 2 Kings 2:9-11 LXX; 1 Macc. 2:58; Sir. 48:9 (of Elijah); 49:14 (of Enoch); 
Conzelmann 1987: 4. 

[4]. Larkin 1995: 38-39 argues that the command through the Spirit adds nothing to the 
meaning. Also Haenchen 1987: 139 and n3 argues that Luke moved the stressed words of the 
recipients forward. In this view, the resultant sense is, “He commanded the apostles whom he 
chose through the Spirit.” See also Pesch 1986a: 61n11; and Schneider 1980: 192-93—citing Luke 
6:12-16 as background. Moule 1959: 169 speaks of the clause being displaced and calls the passage 
“notoriously problematic.” He makes no decision about the reading. Moulton and Turner 1963: 350 
note the clause’s unnatural order, which suggests a connection to mission. 

[5]. Johnson 1992: 24 connects it with both, arguing that the Spirit works in all of Jesus’s 
activities. 

[6]. Discussing the origin of the length of forty days, some try to turn it into some type of 
symbolically developed or “sacred” number (see Haenchen 1987: 141n1; Bauernfeind 1980: 20; 
Pesch 1986a: 62; A. Robinson and Wall 2006: 31-32). Jervell 1998: 111 speaks of forty as the 
fulfillment number in the history of Israel (Exod. 16:35; Ps. 95:10; Amos 5:25; 2 Sam. 2:10; 5:4; 1 
Kings 2:11; 11:42; 2 Kings 12:1; 2 Chron. 9:30). It does function this way in a generic sense, but it is 
most common to have forty years point to such a significance. The best explanation is that this was 
the period of Christ's appearances, as no symbolism is transparently evident (“not a typical 
expression,” Conzelmann 1987: 5). The timing fits because fifty days is the gap between Passover 
and Pentecost (Williams 1990: 20; Tertullian, Apology 21, 29 mentions these details and appears to 
follow the account of Acts 1). 


[7]. Pelikan 2005: 38-41 notes that many teachers in the early centuries of the church saw these 
forty days as an important period of teaching for the apostles and invoked this postresurrection 
“sospel of the forty days” as the putative source of subsequent church traditions. In particular, 
Pelikan mentions the third-century teaching of Cyprian of Carthage in his Three Books of Testimonies 
against the Jews. 

[8]. On Luke 3, John’s baptism, and the coming Spirit, see Bock 1994a: 287-89, 324. Schneider 
1980: 200 notes that the Greek wording about baptizing with the Spirit is closer to Mark 1:8 in its 
grammar than to Luke 3. Bauernfeind 1980: 21 sees evidence for the use of tradition in this 
terminological connection to Mark's version. 

[9]. Barrett 1994: 75 argues that où (ou, not) with TtOAAAg (pollas, many) converts to the idea of 
“few” and that the demonstrative pronoun that immediately follows is in effect redundant. On the 
grammar and word order involving the preposition ueTä (meta, after), see BDF §433.3. 


B. The Ascension and Final Testament: A Promise for the 
Disciples Now and a Promise to Return (1:6-11) 


[1]. On ártokaBioTn ua (apokathistemi, restore), see Mal. 3:23 LXX (4:6 Eng.), where it is an 
eschatological technical term, and Dan. 4:36 LXX. Acts 3:21 will return to this idea. Isaiah 49:6 has 
the concept, not the term. 

[2]. On Jerusalem as the “navel,” or center, of the world, see Ezek. 5:5 (Jerusalem at the center of 
a circle of the nations); 38:12; 1 En. 26.1 (Jerusalem at the center of the world’s geography); and esp. 
Jub. 8-9 (J. M. Scott 1995: 99-103; Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 19). Conceptually, see Isa. 2:2-4; Mic. 
4:5; Deut. 32:8. 

[3]. The Greek phrase is in the singular, “end of the earth.” A literal translation has been adopted 
in this commentary, though it differs from the more idiomatic English plural. 

[4]. For Marshall 1980: 61 and Jervell 1998: 116, Rome ends the “first phase” (Marshall) or the 
goal of “Jewish mission” (Jervell), but the goal of the entire mission is wider and goes out from 
Rome. 

[5]. Schnabel 2004: 372-76, studying the case for and against each option, opts for the farthest 
regions of the earth, bounded by Gaul-Britannia-Spain (west), the Arctic-Scythia (north), Ethiopia 
(south), and lands beyond India-China (east). He cites Strabo, Philostratus, and Philo for this 
meaning, but these are all Hellenist or Hellenistic Jewish writers. 

[6]. On this term, see BAGD 282 §2a; BDAG 357 $1; and 1 Clem. 45.8, which speaks of the names of 
the persecuted righteous being lifted up. 

[7]. Barrett 1994: 81 speaks of Luke here writing up traditional material that is neither old nor 
widespread, but Schille 1984: 75-76 argues it is an older tradition. 

[8]. On the form of a “transport” to heaven, which is what is present here, versus a mere 
heavenly journey account, see Schneider 1980: 208-11. He discusses parallel forms in Greco-Roman 
and Jewish contexts. 

[9]. This construction is a periphrastic imperfect, which Luke loves to use. It appears in Luke- 
Acts fifty-two out of the eighty-six NT uses; Bruce 1990: 104. 

[10]. For discussion of Luke 24:4, see Bock 1996: 1890. This passage uses a different verb for 
standing as well. Acts 1 uses Taptotn (paristemi), which Luke utilizes in nineteen of its forty-one 
NT occurrences, with thirteen of them in Acts. Luke 24:4 has &ploTtnuui (ephistémi), which Luke uses 


eighteen times out of twenty-one NT occurrences, with eleven in Acts. The idea that these figures 
are Moses and Elijah is unlikely (since no names are given), and the description of them as 


“dazzling” suggests angelic messengers (pace A. Robinson and Wall 2006: 36-37). 
[11]. See discussion there; also 2 Kings 2:11 LXX; 1QH 11.20 (sometimes numbered 3.20). 


A. Community Life: Replacing Judas by Depending on God and 
Reconstituting the Twelve (1:12-26) 


[1]. On the role of such rooms in Judaism as places of assembly, study, and prayer, see Str-B 2:594. 
[2]. For a comparative chart of all lists of the Twelve and a discussion of each of them, see Bock 


1994a: 543; on the Zealots, see Josephus Ant. 18.1.6 8823-25 (they have a “passion for liberty”) and 
J.W. 2.22.1 $651. 

[3]. See Haenchen 1987: 154n3, who says Codex D’s later reading referring clearly to wives (the 
addition of Kal TEKVOIG forces one to read yuvanciv in this way) reflects D’s hesitancy to see the 


women's independent activity; note also the discussion in Witherington 1998: 113. 
[4]. For the various church views of the relationship of Jesus to these brothers, see Bruce 1990: 


106-7, who notes that views include cousins, brothers through Joseph, and brothers through Mary. 
The most natural reading is that they were brothers through their shared connection to Mary. On 


Mary as theotokos (mother of God) later in church tradition, see Pelikan 2005: 44-46. 

[5]. See BDAG 714 82; Acts 18:15; Rev. 3:4; 11:13; on TÉ (te) as introducing an explanatory remark, 
see Robertson 1934: 434; ETTL TO AUTÓ (epi to auto) means “all together,” Robertson 1934: 602. 

[6]. Note that ¿Se1, edei, is in the imperfect tense: “it was necessary”; on this verb in Luke-Acts, 
see Cosgrove 1984: 168-90; Luke 9:22; 17:25; 24:7, 26, 44; Acts 3:21; 9:16; 14:22. God's plan is being 
played out. 

[7]. Barrett 1994: 96-97 thinks Ps. 41:9 [41:10 MT; 40:10 LXX] is in view, where the psalmist 
laments that a trusted friend has betrayed him. If so, the move is hermeneutically the same as the 
psalms cited, but Acts lacks a reference to this text. At best, it is a conceptual allusion. 


[8]. Luke’s Gospel uses the verb Aayxúvw (lanchano, obtain a share) in 1:9 and has two of its four 
NT uses; the others are in 2 Pet. 1:1 and John 19:24. The “lot” of the Levites reflects a similar usage 
(Num. 18:21-26; cf. Johnson 1992: 35). 

[9]. On the term for “field,” ywptov, chörion, see BDAG 1095 §1, possibly a term for a small 
estate; Wallace 1996: 424-25; Barrett 1994: 98. Bruce 1990: 109 notes a view that it may have been 
bought in Judas’s name. 


[10]. On “unrighteous,” see Luke 16:8-9; 18:6; Wallace 1996: 125n143. Jervell 1998: 125n106 calls 
this a Semitism. 

[11]. BDAG 863 notes that the other suggested option, that he swelled up (for npnvńo), is not 
attested for this term; also Barrett 1994: 98; for Aakdw, see BDAG 581. 

[12]. For a possible combination, see Marshall 1980: 65. Apollinaris of Laodicea appears to be 
aware of a less dependable, independent version of Judas’s death through Papias; see Papias, 
Fragments 18.1, where Judas is described as bloated and is said to have been cut down after hanging 
himself and then to have burst open. Papias’s version does seem to be exaggerated, since Papias 
says that Judas was so bloated that he was unable to pass where a wagon could, and his eyelids 
were so swollen that no light could enter. 


[13]. Luke has fourteen of the sixty-seven NT occurrences; Matthew has nine; Mark has seven; 
Romans has sixteen; and 1 Corinthians has nine. 

[14]. Bruce 1990: 111 notes papyri use meaning “homestead” (so NASB); other renderings 
include “place” (NIV), “home” (NLT), “habitation” (KJV, RSV), “dwelling place” (NKJV), “house” 
(NET), “camp” (ESV). 

[15]. This description of God became popular in the early church: Herm. Mand. 4.3.4; Apostolic 
Constitutions 2.3.24.6; 3.1.7.8; 4.2.6.8; Pseudo-Clement, Homilies 10.13; Clement of Alexandria, 
Stromata 5.14, 16; Jervell 1998: 128. Conceptually in the OT: Pss. 44:21; 94:9; Jer. 11:20; 17:10; 20:12. 

[16]. See BDF $442.16; HCSB; Barrett 1994: 103. It means a form of ministry equaling, in this case, 
apostleship; so Wallace 2000: 128. 

[17]. There are numerous references to “the place” in the early centuries of the church: Ign. 
Magn. 5.1 (of either fate); Pol. Phil. 9.2 (positively of glory); 1 Clem. 5.4 (positively of glory); Bruce 
1988a: 4782; Str-B 4:1097-98; BDAG 1011 §1g (TÓNTOS); with a genitive, Luke 16:28; Köster, TDNT 
8:205. 

[18]. For the use of lots in Judaism, see Tob. 3:6; m. Tamid 1.2; 3.1; m. Yoma 2.2; 3.9; 4.1; 1QS 5.3 
(legal decisions by lot); 6.16 (lot determines the truthfulness of an outside speaker to the council); 
1QSa 1.19-20 (a “simpleton” shall not be allowed to enter the “lot” for an office); Eckey 2000: 66. 
See also the additional note on 1:26. 


1. The Event: The Coming of the Spirit (2:1-13) 


[1]. Brawley (2005: 25-26) clearly argues for this conclusion, noting that the result is 120 
Christian preachers, including women, if one takes Joel as an explanation of the event. 

[2]. The term can point to the completion or arrival of a set time: Luke 9:51 and Acts 9:23. 
Fulfillment of promise concerning an event or OT Scripture is frequent in Luke-Acts: Luke 1:20; 
4:21; 7:1; 9:31, 51; 21:22, 24; 22:16; 24:44; Acts 1:16; 3:18; 13:27. 

[3]. On the differing calendars used by the Sadducees and Pharisees for figuring the date of this 
feast, see Bruce 1988a: 49n3. Lohse, TDNT 6:44-53, suggests that the Pharisaical calendar is in view 
here, and so it is fifty days after the first day of Passover. Jewish texts discussing this holiday 
include Josephus, Ant. 3.6-7 §§252-57; 13.9.4 $252; Philo, Decalogue 9-10 9832-36; 11 9844-49; Spec. 
Laws 2.31 $$188-89; Jub. 6.1, 17; 14.1, 20; 22.1-30; Targum Pseudo-Jonathan on Exod. 20:2; Jervell 
1998: 132n141. For the Jewish tie between law and Spirit, see T. Jud. 24; Sib. Or. 3.573—74. 

[4]. See Jub. 6.17-18, where the covenant that brings peace was said to have been kept as far 
back as the time of Noah. Jubilees 1.1 and 15.1 date the event to the middle of the third month, the 
time of this feast. Qumran may have a similar reckoning (1QS 1.7-2.19, although it is debated if this 
refers to an annual event; Noack 1962: 89-90). For details of how this holiday worked in Judaism, 
see Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 54-58; Exod. 34:22; Lev. 23:15-16; Deut. 16:10, 16; 2 Chron. 8:13; m. 
Bik. 3.28. 

[5]. The texts Le Cornu and Shulam (2003: 59-60) cite for the association of flames with this day 
are late, including Mekilta de Rabbi Ishmael, Bahodesh 9; Exod. Rabbah 5.9; and Tanhuma, Shemöt 
25. These late texts make an allusion to Exod. 20:18 less than clear. Other terms, like “multitude” in 
Acts 2:6, are too general to point clearly to an allusion. 

[6]. For the additional issue of potential exodus-Sinai parallels tied to miracles or a second- 
Moses theme in Acts 2, see 2:3 and 2:33 below. 


[7]. Stott 1990: 66-67 correctly argues there is no miracle of hearing here, although it is less 
certain that one can merely equate what we have in Acts with what takes place in Corinthians, as 
he argues; pace Pesch 1986a: 100. What Corinthians and Acts share is the view that only when the 
gift of tongues is intelligible is it to be used in a public setting, meaning it should be coherent. 

[8]. See Gen. 19:24; Lev. 10:2; Joel 2:30, which looks to the salvation that comes from Mount Zion 


and Jerusalem in a text Luke will cite in Acts 2:17-21; Isa. 66:15; Mark 9:48; Matt. 3:12; 5:22; 18:9; 2 
Thess. 1:8; Rev. 19:20; 20:10. 
[9]. Such imagery appears in Judaism, where tongues of fire describe the heavens associated 


with God's presence. This imagery is in 1 En. 14.8-25, where within heaven there is described a 
house made of flames of fire where God is present, and the flames represent the power and glory of 


God’s presence; so also more briefly, 71.5; 1029 1.3; 2.3; 11QtgJob 41.11; of judgment, 2 Esd. (4 Ezra) 
13:10. Later Judaism (Midrash Tanhuma 26c; b. Sabb. 88b) speaks of the law given in seventy 


tongues, using “voices” for “thunderings” in Exod. 20:18 as all the nations hear about the law; y. 
Hag. 2.77b.32; Conzelmann 1987: 13; Str-B 2:603. 


[10]. Turner 1996: esp. 356 correctly argues for the Spirit’s working as the Spirit of prophecy 
who also helps to continue the new exodus liberation and the purging restoration of Israel, 


although later I question his appeal to “prophet like Moses” and Sinai typology in Acts 2 in the 
discussion of 2:33. Old Testament background for this understanding of the Spirit’s arrival in 
Judaism includes Exod. 20:18; Isa. 44:3; Jer. 23:29; 31:31-32; Ezek. 36:26-27; 39:29; and the to-be-cited 
Joel 2:28-29 (Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 67). On how the Spirit came to be expressed as divine in 
the development of church doctrine, see Pelikan 2005: 49-50; for the language about the 
“economy” of the Spirit, see Pelikan 2005: 51. 

[11]. Josephus, Ant. 15.9.3 §320; 17.4.2 §78, refers to the high-priestly family, which also comes 


from places as far away as Alexandria; J.W. 1.22.7 $437; 1.33.9 §672 shows the ethnic variety present 
in the city, as do graves and inscriptions. On Diaspora Jews and their ties to Jerusalem, see Le Cornu 


and Shulam 2003: 64—66. Third Macc. 2:31 suggests that some preferred ties to Alexandria over 
those in Jerusalem, but the pilgrims of Acts made the opposite choice. 


[12]. See Mark 2:12; 3:21* (Jesus’s alleged insanity); 5:42; 6:51; Matt. 12:23; Luke 2:47* (Jesus in the 
temple); 8:56; 24:22; Acts 2:7, 12, 8:9*, 11* (both of Simon Magus’s magic, which produces a response 
like miracles); 8:13; 9:21; 10:45; 12:16; 2 Cor. 5:13* (Paul’s alleged insanity); Kremer 1973: 138. 
(Nonmiraculous contexts are indicated with *.) 

[13]. On first-century views of Galileans, see Vermes 1973: 42-57. In later Judaism, b. ‘Erub. 53b 


has the phrase “you stupid Galilean” in the midst of a rabbinic anecdote about the fact that 
Galileans do not speak in a clear language. The region was also known as a place of revolutionaries. 
[14]. The Jewish Diaspora dates back to the time of the Babylonian exile. For details on their 


regions, see Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 74-87. Jews were seen to be everywhere by Strabo as cited 
by Josephus (Ant. 14.7.2 88114-15; also Philo, Moses 2.4 $20). Le Cornu and Shulam (2003: 84-85) see 
a table of nations tradition at work here, pointing to the reach of the gospel (Gen. 10:5, 20, 31). 

[15]. Occurrences of the former spelling: Luke 2:25, 38, 41, 43, 45; 4:9; 5:17; 6:17; 9:31, 51, 53; 10:30; 
13:4, 33-34; 17:11; 18:31; 19:11; 21:20, 24; 23:28; 24:13, 18, 33, 47, 52; Acts 1:8, 12, 19; 2:5, 14; 4:5, 16; 
5:16, 28; 6:7; 8:26-27; 9:2, 13, 21, 26, 28; 10:39; 11:2, 22; 12:25; 13:27, 31; 15:2, 4; 20:22; 21:11-13, 31; 
22:5, 17-18; 23:11; 24:11; 25:3. 


2. The Explanation: The Spirit’s Coming Shows Jesus Is Lord- 
Messiah (2:14-36) 


[1]. On its rhetorical elements, see Witherington 1998: 137-39, who notes that unique to the Acts 
2 speech are the call for baptism and the reference to the Spirit. 

[2]. Josephus, Life 54 $279, speaks of a Sabbath meal at midday. Str-B 2:615 speaks of ten as the 
usual morning mealtime in later sources; targum on Eccles. 10:16-17; b. B. Mesi‘a 83b. 

[3]. The expression Kat ye (the ye is added to the citation), gives an emphatic force of either 
“yea” or “indeed” to “and,” as BDF $439.2 notes. So NET reads “even on my servants.” 

[4]. Against Haenchen 1987: 179n5, however, such a christological conclusion is not a sign of 
Hellenistic Christianity; see the discussion below on 2:32-36 and esp. 2:21. 

[5]. For other NT texts applying the term “Lord” for Yahweh to Jesus, see Isa. 45:23 in Phil. 2:10- 
11 and Rom. 14:11; Ps. 34:8 (33:9 LXX) in 1 Pet. 2:3; and Isa. 8:13 in 1 Pet. 3:15 (Bruce 1990: 122). 

[6]. Literally, this is “men of Israel.” On the use of ávhp (aner), see Acts 1:16, where a general 
audience possibly permits a rendering of “people” of Israel. On “men of Israel,” see Acts 3:12; 5:35; 
13:16; 21:28. An ambiguous rendering, however, makes clear that Peter is addressing everyone with 
the gospel. In other words, the address is to “men,” but probably generically so, as the introduction 
to the speech addresses “men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem” (v. 14). In verse 29, the same 
phrase appears as in Acts 1:16; 2:14 has áv8pec Tovdator (andres Ioudaioi, men of Israel) but also 
possibly with generic force. 

[7]. See b. Sanh. 43a, 107b. Jewish views are also reflected in Justin Martyr, Dial. 69.7; Stanton 
1994: 164-80. For a careful analysis defending the gist of the Josephus remarks as authentic, see 
Meier 1991: 56-88. 

[8]. The term 1tPOOTIN Zavteg (prospexantes, by means of crucifixion) is a participle of means 
subordinate to the idea of killing; Robertson 1934: 1113. The verb from which it comes, 
TPOOTNYVvUt (prospegnymi), is an NT hapax with no LXX usage and means to fasten or affix, so “to 
nail to a cross,” BDAG 884. 

[9]. See 2 Macc. 8:35; Ps. 107:20 (106:20 LXX). The likely force of the word in the MT, with the 
meaning “the pit,” is less vivid, describing the pit one is in as a result of death or catastrophe. 
These situations are compared to someone caught in a net, as the parallel lines of Pss. 9 and 35 
show (Pss. 9:16; 30:9 [29:10 LXX]; 35:7 [34:7 LXX]; 55:23 [54:24 LXX]; Prov. 28:10; Ezek. 19:4). Job 33:28 
is close to this use in Ps. 16:10. Conceptually, the fear of death induced by such circumstances is 
described in Pss. 49:10 (48:10 LXX); 89:48 (88:49 LXX). 

[10]. 2 Macc. 7 is especially clear on how physical this Jewish hope of resurrection was. Here the 
seven sons of one mother are put to death, and some face their death confident that they will be 
completely physically restored. 

[11]. Acts 4:13, 29, 31 and 28:31 are the only other Lukan uses of thirty-one occurrences of the 
term in the NT. On how the later rabbis viewed the hope of the Davidic line, see b. Sukkah 52a; Le 
Cornu and Shulam 2003: 114-15. 

[12]. The implied idea of an undisturbed grave may well also suggest how physical Peter 
conceives resurrection to be. 

[13]. See Acts 1:6-8 above and discussions on the Lukan passages in Bock 1996: 1079-82, 1414-18, 
and in Bock 2002a: 565-93 on Jesus’s view of the kingdom. 

[14]. The LXX reads, “The right hand of the Lord raised me up,” in contrast to the MT’s “the 
right hand of Yahweh is exalted.” 


[15]. For discussion of Ps. 110 and Luke’s use in that context, see Bock 1996: 1635-40; see also 
Matt. 22:44; 26:64; Mark 14:62; Luke 22:69; Rom. 8:34; 1 Cor. 15:25; Eph. 1:20; Col. 3:1; Heb. 1:3, 13; 5:6; 
8:1; 10:12. On Ps. 110 and the NT; see Hay 1973. 

[16]. On the hermeneutics applied here, which parallels how Ps. 16 is used, i.e., as a regal text 
that is ultimately not about David but about Jesus, see Bock 1987: 129-32, 185-86. 

[17]. Bock 1998a has details on all of these Jewish texts and all the other texts that raise the 
themes of exaltation and blasphemy in Judaism, from the OT to the Talmud. 

[18]. For the term ácwadúc (asphalös, assuredly), Mark 14:44, Acts 16:23, and this text 
constitute the three NT occurrences, but the term is very close to Luke 1:4 conceptually. Schneider 
1980: 276n123 notes that the root for “assurance” is used fifteen times in the NT and eight times in 
Luke-Acts; also Schneider, EDNT 1:175; Wis. 18:6. 

[19]. See Fitzmyer 1998: 260; 1979: 115-42; Fitzmyer, EDNT 2:328-31; 110tgJob 24.6-7; 1QapGen 
20.12-13; 4QEnb 1.4.5; 11QPsa 28.7-8; Josephus, Ant. 20.4.2 $90; T. Levi 18.2; 1 En. 10.9. The Aramaic 
form also shows early usage in the church: 1 Cor. 16:22 (“Come, Lord”); Did. 10.6. 

[20]. Str-B 2:618 shows that the psalm was read as God saying that his glory exalted over King 
Messiah and that David, according to one rabbi, did not see the worm (experience decay). 


3. The Reaction: Repent and Receive the Promised Gift (2:37- 
41) 


[1]. As a result, NLT has “each of you must turn from your sins and turn to God,” a rendering 
that may be too particular—“turn from sin and turn to God” might be better, lest one think that 
every sin must be dealt with consciously ahead of time in order for one to be saved. 

[2]. This work is a very detailed tradition history of all the baptism narratives in Acts. The study 
covers Acts 2:1-47; 8:4—25; 8:26-40; 9:18; 10:1-11:18; 16:14-15, 30-34; 18:8; 19:1—7; 22:16. He sees 
much of this material as historically rooted and having “high worth” (Avemarie 2002: 453), 
although he expresses himself most cautiously on Acts 2, seeing much of the account as reflecting 
Lukan terminology. 

[3]. See also Witherington 1998: 154, who says the issue of sequence is not important to Luke and 
notes the varying sequences for the Spirit’s coming in Acts; pace Haenchen 1987: 184, who treats 
absence of the mention of baptism as the exception. 

[4]. BDF $189 prefers dative of possession, but since contingency is in view, a categorization that 
points to intention is better. In other words, only ifthey respond does the benefit come. 

[5]. Barrett 1994: 156 argues that Luke has prepared the reader for the speech by statements 
made earlier about Jesus as Son of David (Luke 1:32), that the kyrios of Ps. 110:1 is the Messiah (Luke 
20:41-44), and that the Son pours out the Spirit through the Father (Luke 2:49 with 24:49). See also 
Kilgallen 2002: 71-87. 

[6]. Polhill 1992: 118 suggests that the population during feasts was 180,000-200,000. Marshall 
1980: 82n1, citing Jeremias 1969a: 83n24, puts the feast's crowd at 55,000-95,000. 


C. Summary: Community Life (2:42-47) 


[1]. The other reference to this term in Acts refers to “common” (unclean) food (10:14; 11:8). In 
Acts 10 and 11, the term relates to Jewish ideas of purity. People are no longer seen as unclean by 
Peter, as a result of his experience in 10:28. 

[2]. For discussions of such sharing as an ethical virtue, see Mealand 1977; Klauck 1982; van der 
Horst 1985; Witherington 1998: 162; Conzelmann 1987: 23n6; and Bruce 1988a: 74n114. 


[3]. On kata, see v. 46, where it is also used for “day by day” and for “various” houses. 


1. The Event: The Healing of the Lame Man (3:1-10) 


[1]. Hamm 2003 details how often Luke refers to this twice-a-day offering in Luke-Acts, although 
he overdraws a priestly emphasis out of this usage. 

[2]. Marshall 1980: 87 suggests that the pattern of pairs arises from the ministry of the disciples; 
see Luke 9:1-6; 10:1. Jervell 1998: 159 speaks of the two-witness motif and sees John inserted into 
the story by Luke, but the theme does not require that his presence be seen as an insertion. It is 
unlikely that Peter would go to the temple alone, especially if he seeks to minister in a manner 
similar to the disciples’ earlier efforts. 

[3]. On the use of “name,” see Acts 2:38; it is especially prominent in Acts 3-4: see 3:16; 4:10, 12, 
17-18, 30. Witherington 1998: 175 and Barrett 1994: 182 stress that this is not a magical formula, as 
Schille 1984: 125 claims, but an “anti-magical” passage together with Acts 19:13-20, where the 
name points to authority and power. See esp. Zeisler 1979. 

[4]. On the theme of this type of recognition, see John 9:8-12, 20; on the imperfect as probably 
ingressive, “began to recognize [him],” see Robertson 1934: 885. 


2. The Explanation: Peter Preaches Jesus from Torah and 
Promise (3:11-26) 


[1]. Jesus taught here, as John 10:23 indicates. Also Luke 2:46 and 19:47 speak of teaching in the 
temple. 

[2]. This observation is made pace Haenchen 1987: 204, who says this shows that Luke does not 
have good knowledge of the temple, since they would have to be going out, not in, as Haenchen 
thinks the sequence requires. The charge of Haenchen ignores the possibility of literary 
compression in the account. 

[3]. So correctly Bruce 1990: 138, who notes the rendering of D as correct (but not original) in its 
expansion that they were leaving. Ifthe Shushan Gate was the earlier locale, then this is adjacent 
to it; Marshall 1980: 90. 


[4]. Exod. 3:6, 15-16; 4:5; 1 Kings 18:36; 1 Chron. 29:18; Acts 7:32; Eighteen Benedictions 1: 
“Blessed are you, O Lord our God and God of our fathers, God of Abraham, God of Isaac, and God of 
Jacob.” On the God of covenant promise, see Acts 3:25; 5:30; 7:32; 13:17, 32; 22:14; 26:6. 

[5]. On Pilate, Josephus, see Ant. 18.3.1-4.2 8955-89. Philo, Embassy 38 $301 calls him inflexible 
and relentless. 

[6]. Supporting this interpretation is Larkin 1995: 67. See Num. 13:2 (leader of the tribe); of 
David: Ezek. 34:24 (prince); 37:25 (prince). On “leader to life,” reading “life” as a genitive of 
direction, see Haenchen 1987: 206n4. 


[7]. See Josephus, Ag. Ap. 1.19 §130; conceptually, Acts 2:32; 26:23; Fitzmyer 1998: 286. Bruce 
1988a: 82 appeals to an equivalent term in Aramaic that can mean salvation and life. On use with 


the idea of “cause,” see Josephus, Ant. 7.9.4 $207. 
[8]. In Judaism, b. Ber. 34b has all of Scripture speak of the days of the Messiah; so Barrett 1994: 
202. 


[9]. For how the church doctrinally came to see Jesus's death as for our sake and in our stead, see 
Pelikan 2005: 63-66. 


[10]. See discussion there, where the question is whether this is the time (ypOvw)) to restore the 
kingdom to Israel (looking to a future time). 


[11]. Barrett 1994: 207-8 argues against a typological reference to the exodus, but the multiple 
uses of Deuteronomy in Luke-Acts support such a connection. Barrett is too skeptical of the Jewish 


roots here. John's Gospel has more of this theme: John 1:21; 6:14; 7:40. 

[12]. In the Mishnah, Ker. 1.1 lists thirty-six sins that lead to being cut off from God's people, but 
nothing on that list is here. Rejecting God's eschatological revelation is present here. 

[13]. On “sons of the covenant,” see Ezek. 30:5. Ps. Sol. 17.15 has the same construction; also 1QM 
17.8; 40501 1.1.2; 40503 7-9.3. It is a genitive of possession (Moulton and Turner 1963: 208). 

[14]. The title “servant” was already discussed in v. 13, “turning” in v. 19, and the phrase “to 
raise up” in v. 22. 


3. The Arrest and the Leadership’s Deliberation (4:1-22) 


[1]. See Josephus, Ant. 13.10.6 $$296-98, noting their lack of popularity with the masses; 18.1.4 
8816-17 describes this important party within Judaism; also J.W. 2.8.14 $$164-65. They rejected 
fate and highlighted free will and human responsibility. 

[2]. NET’s “angry” may give the result of their annoyance. HCSB has “provoked.” Barrett 1994: 
219 speaks of the leaders being at the end of their tether, that is, at the end of their rope. 

[3]. On the term as meaning Jewish elders, see Luke 7:3; 9:22; 20:1; 22:52, 66. In the Gospel only 
Luke 15:25 refers to “an elder” in the simple sense of an “older” son. In Acts there are also a variety 
of meanings: 2:17 (old men); Jewish elders: 4:5-10, 23; 6:12-14 [seize Stephen]; of the church: 11:29- 
30; 14:23; 15:2, 4, 6, 22-23; 16:4; 20:17; 21:18; Jewish elders: 23:13-14; 24:1; 25:14-15. 

[4]. The terminology used here is significant. Bruce 1988a: 92n18 argues for a distinction 
between the aorist passive participle (MAno8Belc, plestheis), used here for a moment of inspiration, 
and the adjective “full [of the Spirit)” (TAN png, pleres), used to describe an abiding situation. This 
reply comes through a special enablement of the Spirit. God is at work in a fresh way. 

[5]. The genitive of “man” here is a good example of an objective genitive (BDF 8163): healing for 
which the man was the object. 

[6]. On “saved” as physical deliverance, see Luke 7:50; 17:19; 23:35-37; Acts 14:9. Often the term 
has spiritual overtones: Luke 19:10; Acts 2:21, 40, 47; 4:12; 11:14; 15:11; 16:31; Larkin 1995: 73. 

[7]. Codex D omits this description, probably because its suggests disrespect toward the apostles. 

[8]. They might try to deny that God was at work, but such miracles would affect their credibility 
in their attempt to stop the preaching of the resurrection. Bruce 1988a: 96 notes another obstacle 
to their stopping the preaching of the resurrection. Jesus’s body was never produced. In fact, the 
various alternative explanations for the circumstances of the resurrection, such as that the body 


was stolen or the appearances were hallucinations, basically assume that the body was never 
produced or discovered. 

[9]. Luke is also surely summarizing here what was a longer deliberation. 

[10]. See Plato, Apology 29D; also of Jewish men during the time ofthe Maccabean War, Josephus, 
Ant. 17.6.3 8159; 2 Macc. 7:2; 4 Macc. 5:16-24; Johnson 1992: 79; Barrett 1994: 237; Eckey 2000: 118— 
19. 

[11]. On the theological importance that not denying the faith came to have in the church, see 
Pelikan 2005: 73-75. 

[12]. The only other NT occurrence of this term is in 2 Pet. 2:9, for divine punishment. 


4. The Community Reaction: Prayer for Boldness (4:23-31) 


[1]. Schneider 1980: 354-55 highlights all the points of contact with the previous scene and 
argues for roots in the tradition, though attributing its current style to Luke. 

[2]. On this kind of prayer in Judaism, see Pesch 1986a: 173n2, who notes its early Jewish form: 
call to God, predication, presentation of historical setting, request, renewed call to God; 1 Chron. 


17:16-27; 2 Chron. 20:6-12; Neh. 9:6-37; Tob. 3:2-15; 2 Macc. 15:22-24; Jon. 4:2-3; Dan. 9:9-19. Pesch 
also says that it is rooted in pre-Lukan tradition, as does Marshall 1980: 104, responding to 


Haenchen 1987: 228-29. 
[3]. On the relationship between worship and doctrine in Luke-Acts and then in the early 


centuries of the church, see Pelikan 2005: 74-78. 

[4]. In the LXX, God's absolute authority is expressed using KÚp10G (kyrios): Exod. 20:11; Neh. 9:6. 
For ŜEONÓTNG (despotes), see Job 5:8; Isa. 1:24; Jon. 4:3; Sir. 23:1; 34:24 (34:29 Eng.); Wis. 6:7; 8:3; 13:3, 
9; 1 Esd. 4:60; 3 Macc. 2:2; Jdt. 9:12; Josephus, Ant. 4.2.3 840; in the NT: Acts 14:15 (conceptually of 


God as creator); 2 Pet. 2:1 (of Christ); Jude 4 (of Christ); God as “maker” of the creation: Luke 11:40; 
Acts 17:24; Heb. 3:2; Rev. 14:7; Schneider 1980: 357n24. 


[5]. Jervell 1998: 184-85 notes the different views of the origin of the material: (1) Luke’s work 
on the model of Isa. 37, (2) an old community prayer, or (3) a Lukan reworking of traditional 
material. There is enough syntactical roughness in the way the prayer is introduced to suggest that 
Luke is using traditional material. Some scholars complain that the interpretive techniques of 


exposition show that this is not a prayer, but Jervell 1998: 186, 189-90 sees a mixture of Luke’s work 
and traditional material present. 
[6]. See Acts 1:16 for the idea that Scripture is the product of the Spirit speaking through the 


prophet. On David as God's servant, see Luke 1:69 and Acts 2:30. Jesus was called God's servant in 
Acts 3:13, 26. Israel was called God’s servant in Luke 1:54. Paul and Barnabas will be presented as 
the servant in terms of mission in Acts 13:47; on David and the Psalter, see Acts 1:16; 2:25, 30-31. 


1. All Things in Common: The Example of Barnabas (4:32-37) 


[1]. This text portrays the church as introducing a new set of values, which Pelikan (2005: 79-81) 


connects with the phrase “one, holy, catholic, and apostolic” in the Niceno-Constantinopolitan 
Creed. 


[2]. On Jews from that area, see 13:4; 15:39; 21:3; 27:4. On the expression TÚ) yEvei (tð genei, in 
origin or by descent), see Mark 7:26; Acts 18:2, 24; 2 Macc. 5:22; 3 Macc. 1:3; Josephus, Ant. 20.4.2 


§81; Schneider 1980: 367n41. On another mention of Jews from Cyprus, see Ant. 13.10.4 §287. 1 
Macc. 15:23 refers to a large contingent of Jews there; so also Philo, Embassy 36 §282. 


[3]. Witherington 1998: 209 notes that Luke uses the term TlapdakKAnois (paraklesis) to refer to 
speech; conceptual examples of such encouragement include Luke 5:34; 10:6; 16:8; 20:34, 36; and 
Acts 11:23. The term here is a genitive of quality, given a personal characteristic; Moulton and 
Turner 1963: 208. 


2. Deceiving the Spirit and Judgment: Ananias and Sapphira 
(5:1-11) 


[1]. For discussion and a brief summary of rabbinic and some Greco-Roman examples, see Weiser 
1981: 140-41. Susanna 52-62 also contains a judgment but no miracle; see Pesch 1986a: 196-97. 

[2]. Conzelmann 1987: 37 says that no historical kernel can be extracted, but others argue for 
some type of death in the background. Weiser 1981: 147-48 rejects any historical connection other 
than the death of Ananias and possibly his wife, but see Bruce 1990: 164 on v. 5. 

[3]. For the development of such ideas in the early centuries of the church, see Pelikan 2005: 82- 
85. 

[4]. Lucian, The Lover of Lies 20.1-26; Herodotus, Hist. 6.86 (the punishment was the loss of 
offspring; the crime was “tempting” the god); an Epidaurian miracle from lamata 47 (a fish carrier 
promises to give a tenth of his sale to Asclepius but does not; this causes the fish to bite him until 
he confesses, which he does). In an inscription, CMRDM 1.51, from ancient Ayazviran (ancient 
Koresa in Asia Minor), Apollonius is put to death when he fails to give what he promised to the 
gods. 

[5]. Virgil, Aeneid 6.618-23 (“Learn to be just and not to slight the gods”); Ovid, Fasti 2.261 (“You 
aggravate your fault, by your lies, and dare to aggravate the God of prophecy by your fibs”); 
Sentences of Sextus 186 (“It is possible to deceive man by words; not so, however, god”); Plato, 
Republic 2.382C (“Essentially falsehood is hated not only by gods but by men as well”). 


F. Summary: Signs and Wonders (5:12-16) 


[1]. On miracles in Acts, see Witherington 1998: 220-24, who names thirteen types of miracles in 
the book. My list also has thirteen, but distinct contents. They are healing of the crippled, 
miraculous knowledge, a healing shadow, restoration of sight, healing of a paralytic, raising of the 
dead, exorcism, healing handkerchiefs, healing from fever, miraculous release, miraculous 
protection on the sea, protection from a snake bite, and miraculous speech (tongues). 


[2]. On this use of TpocetÍBEVTO (prosetithento, were added), see Acts 2:41, 47; 11:24; on the verb 


TLOTEVOVTEG (pisteuontes, believing) taking a dative, see BDF §187.6; Moulton and Turner 1963: 
237. 


1. Arrest, Divine Release, and Rearrest (5:17-26) 


[1]. For the view that this scene is a Lukan formulation, see Weiser 1981: 154-55. The differences 
in the alleged doublet point to areal and historical escalation of the persecution. 


[2]. The term is also found in Judaism: positively, meaning “admiration,” Philo, Hypothetica 6.4; 
11.2; negatively, meaning “jealousy,” T. Sim. 2.7 (variant reading). Johnson 1992: 96 notes Greek 
literature: Plato, Laws 869E-870A; Plutarch, On Brotherly Love 17. 

[3]. The phrase U0 TOV ÓPBpov (hypo ton orthron) is the only case where hypo plus the 


accusative is used with a temporal sense in the NT; BDF §232.1; Moule 1959: 66. 
[4]. In the LXX, see Exod. 3:16; 12:21, with wording similar to this verse; Jdt. 4:8. On this term in 


Judaism, see 1 Macc. 12:6; 2 Macc. 1:10; 4:44; 11:27; Josephus, Ant. 13.5.8 §166; BAGD 156; BDAG 195; 
MM 124; Balz, EDNT 1:245. 

[5]. On the syntax of the indirect question with the optative, which appears only in Luke-Acts, 
see Schneider 1980: 392; BDF §385.1, §386.1; Acts 5:24; 8:31; 10:17; 17:18; 21:33; Luke 1:62; 9:46; 15:26; 
18:36; Bruce 1990: 171. 


2. Deliberations and Release (5:27—42) 


[1]. Other biblical uses of the concept include Acts 18:6; 20:26 (being innocent of the blood); 
22:20 (said more indirectly); OT: Gen. 37:22; 42:22; Deut. 19:10; Josh. 2:19; Judg. 9:24 seeks divine 
vengeance; 2 Sam. 1:16; Hos. 12:14; 1 Kings 2:31-33; Ezek. 18:13; 33:2-4; BAGD 22-23 §2a; BDAG 26 
§2a; Jervell 1998: 2071569; the idea is rooted in imagery from Gen. 4:10. 

[2]. Others note the parallel to Plato, Apology 29D, where Socrates also stands up for what he 
believes to be the truth; Conzelmann 1987: 42. 


[3]. On obeying God rather then men in the Scripture and in the church, see Pelikan 2005: 88-90. 

[4]. He is called Gamaliel the Elder nineteen times in the Talmud: b. ‘Erub. 45a; b. Ros Has. 23b, 
29b; b. Yebam. 90b, 115a, 122a (3x); b. Mo‘ed Qat. 27a; b. Ketub. 10b; b. Sotah 49a; b. Git. 32a, 33a, 34b, 
35b; b. ‘Abod. Zar. 11a; b. Ber. 38a; b. Nid. 6b. He is referred to as Gamaliel I nine more times: b. Ber. 
43b; b. Sabb. 33a, 136a; b. Pesah. 88b; b. Ta‘an. 30a; b. Meg. 18a; b. Sanh. 31a, 39a, 48b. On the Pharisees, 
see additional note on 5:34. 


[5]. The spirit of Judas’s movement continued in the Zealots, but it was not so organized in the 
period when Gamaliel speaks. 


[6]. Matthew 5:11-12; 10:17-22; Mark 13:9-13; Luke 6:22-23; 12:11-12; 21:12-19; John 15:18-25; 
16:2-3; Rom. 5:3-4; 2 Cor. 6:10; Phil. 1:29; Col. 1:24; Heb. 10:34; James 1:2; 1 Pet. 1:6-7; 4:12-16. For 
the honor/glory contrast, see John 8:49-50; Rom. 1:21, 24; 1 Cor. 15:43; 2 Cor. 6:8; Schneider 1980: 
404n175. 


H. Community Life: The Appointment of the Seven to Help 
Hellenist Widows (6:1-6) 


[1]. The term for “daily” is an adjective with -ıvog (-inos) suffix pointing to time, so “each day,” 


BDF §113.3. 
[2]. Whether these mishnaic practices were this early is disputed; Fitzmyer 1998: 348. 


[3]. On the development of “faith and order” in the early centuries of the church, see Pelikan 
2005: 91-93. 


[4]. For the laying on of hands, see Acts 13:1-3; Num. 27:18 (of Moses for Joshua); Deut. 34:9 
(Moses lays hands on Joshua, who is said to be full of wisdom or “the spirit of understanding” in 
the LXX); m. Sanh. 4.4 (of disciples being ordained for membership in the Sanhedrin); 1 Tim. 4:14; 
other functions in the OT for the laying on of hands: Gen. 48:13-20 (blessing); Lev. 1:4; 3:2; 4:4; 16:21 
(with animals, to picture an association of sin); Num. 8:10 (of priests); in Acts the laying on of hands 
is tied to baptism in 8:17, 19; 19:6; healings in 9:12, 17; 28:8; Radl, EDNT 3:463. On the laying on of 
hands in the earliest centuries of the church, see Pelikan 2005: 94-96. 


1. The Arrest of Stephen (6:8-15) 


[1]. Ethnically, these could include Gentile slaves who had converted to Judaism plus other 
Jewish free persons. On synagogues in the first century, see Witherington 1998: 253-57, who notes 
evidence of such synagogues from Masada, Herodium, and Gamala. The Theodotus Inscription of 
Jerusalem, found in 1913-14, speaks of the reading of the Law and the teaching of the 
commandments there and of providing accommodations for pilgrims (Strathmann, TDNT 4:265— 
66). Levine (2005: 57-58) cites and discusses the inscription. Some (Kee 1990) have expressed 
skepticism about the Gospels’ testimony to synagogues in Galilee, but the Jewish scholar Levine 
(2005: 47-48) argues that these sources should not be challenged on this point, since it is unlikely 
that this detail would have been invented, and there would be no reason to do so if such 
synagogues did not exist. 

[2]. Bruce 1988a: 124 opts for one synagogue, as does Barrett 1994: 323-25, but Pesch 1986a: 236- 
37 suggests two, as do Haenchen 1987: 271 and Marshall 1980: 129, with one composed of the 
freedmen and the Africans and the other of those from Asia Minor and Asia. According to this view, 
the second occurrence of TWV (ton) implies a reference to a second synagogue; Jervell 1998: 225. 
Still others count three or five synagogues (so Larkin 1995: 102-3; Levine 2005: 56), which is less 
likely, for then one has to assume that each ethnic group had its own synagogue or that the overall 
community was quite extensive. There is enough unity in the opposition here to suggest that the 
reaction comes from a lesser number of communities. Schrage, TDNT 7:837, notes that it is the 
community, not the building, that is stressed in the mention of synagogues. 

[3]. See Bruce 1988a: 126 and Marshall 1980: 130-31, who challenges Haenchen's more skeptical 
reading (1987: 274) of this scene with his claim that the scene is completely fabricated. 

[4]. The fact that the charges parallel those of Jesus in Mark and Matthew and not Luke may 
suggest that Luke has used traditional material here. 

[5]. See Acts of Paul 3 (Paul had a face “like an angel”; Bruce 1990: 189); Dan. 3:92 LXX (3:25 Eng; 
seeing an angel with the three young men in the furnace); Esth. 5:2a LXX (= Add. Esth. 15:13 Eng; 
where Esther is received by the king); and Mart. Pol. 12.1 (Polycarp filled with grace at his 
martyrdom). 


2. The Speech of Stephen (7:1-53) 


[1]. Polhill 1992: 187-88 notes the additional theme that God's people are a pilgrim people, not 
tied to one place. Witherington 1998: 265 suggests Saul as a witness of the speech for Luke. 

[2]. In Acts 24:9 Jews claim that the charges against Paul “are so.” On el (ei) introducing a direct 
question, see Acts 1:6; 19:2; 21:37; 22:25; and Bruce 1990: 190. 


[3]. See Deut. 6:20-24; 26:5-9; Josh. 24:2-13; Neh. 9:6-31; Pss. 78; 105; Jdt. 5:6-18; 1 Macc. 2:52-60; 
Wis. 10; Sir. 44-50; 3 Macc. 2:2-12; 2 Esd. (4 Ezra) 3:4-36; 14:29-31; CD 2.14-5.9; Josephus, Ant. 1.7.1- 
15.1 §§154—241; Philo, Migration and Abraham; Jervell 1998: 232n683. 

[4]. On the word TTÁPOIKOC (paroikos, foreigner or resident alien), see Acts 7:29 (Moses in exile in 


Midian); Eph. 2:19-22 (Gentiles no longer aliens to the promise and people of God); 1 Pet. 2:11-12 
(Christians as aliens); Exod. 2:22; 18:3; Lev. 25:23; Deut. 14:21; 23:7 (23:8 LXX). 


[5]. For the noun (TtepıToun), peritome) as here, see John 7:22-23; Acts 7:8; 10:45-46; 11:2-3; Rom. 
2:25-3:1; 3:29-30; 4:9-12; 15:8-9; 1 Cor. 7:19; Gal. 2:6-10, 12; 5:6, 11; 6:15; Eph. 2:11-12; Phil. 3:3-6; 
Col. 2:11-13; 3:7-11; 4:10-11; Titus 1:10-11. For the verb (TTEPıTEUVw, peritemnö), see Luke 1:59; 
2:21; John 7:22; Acts 7:8; 15:1, 5; 16:3; 21:20-21; 1 Cor. 7:18; Gal. 2:3-5; 5:2-3; 6:12-13; Col. 2:11-13. 

[6]. Deuteronomy texts as well as Josephus, Ant. 2.7.4 $176, and 4QGen-Exoda 17.1-18.2 have 
seventy-five, as does 4QExodb 1.5. Gen. 46:26 LXX has sixty-six plus nine sons of Joseph to make 
seventy-five, while the MT apparently has only two sons of Joseph plus Jacob and Joseph to make 


seventy. See discussions in Barrett 1994: 350 and Fitzmyer 1998: 374. Marshall’s total (1980: 138) 
also includes Joseph and Jacob. 


[7]. Various renderings include “beautiful” (RSV) and “no ordinary child” (NIV). Hebrews 11:23 
is the other NT occurrence, also of Moses. In the LXX: Exod. 2:2 (of this scene about Moses; the MT 
has “goodly” [2 v, töb]; Num. 22:32; Judg. 3:17; Jdt. 11:23; 2 Macc. 6:23; Sus. 7 [= 2 Eng.]). Also with 
much elaboration in Philo, Moses 1.3-5 §§9-18, of his beauty and rescue based on his elegant form. 
Josephus, Ant. 2.9.5-7 §§224—32 (where the name of the daughter is Thermuthis); 2.9.7-10.1 $8236- 
38 (of Moses’s education); 3.1.4 9813-14 (of his persuasiveness and agreeable presence); L.A.B. 9.3— 


10; and Jub. 47.3-5 (where her name is Tharmuth). Artapanus, On the Jews, frg. 3, calls the daughter 
Meris; Johnson 1992: 125. 


[8]. See Frankemölle, EDNT 1:81; Acts 2:22-24; 5:33, 36; 7:20-21, 28; 9:23-25, 28-29; 10:39-42; 12:2; 
13:27-28; 16:27; 22:19-20; 23:15, 21, 27; 25:1-3; 26:9-10. Barrett 1994: 354-55 argues for adoption, 
citing Plutarch, Antony 36.3 [= Moralia 932] and Epictetus, Discourses 1.23.7, who argues against 
putting away a child or exposing a child as a context for “taking up” a child. See also MM 33-34 
with P.Oxy. 1.37.6, which illustrates the use of the term and describes taking up a child from a dung 
heap. 

[9]. Numerous texts make the point: Josephus, Ant. 2.9.6 §§229-30 (superior understanding at 
age three); 2.9.7 8236 (educated with great care); Philo, Moses 1.5 8920-24 (of his royal education 
and his skill in every area of study); 1.14 880 (of his exceptional power, which came from God); 


Artapanus, On the Jews 3.6-8 (Moses as a master teacher of Egypt); Pesch 1986a: 252; Johnson 1992: 
125; but Jub. 47.9, a work defending Jewish values, speaks of a Jewish education. 


[10]. This theme also receives elaboration in extrabiblical material: Josephus, Ant. 2.10.1-2 
$8239-53 (defeats the Ethiopians through clever leadership in battle); 2.12.2-3 8827172 (turns a 
rod into a serpent before he meets Pharaoh); and Sir. 45:3 (“by his words he performed swift 
miracles” [NRSV]). 

[11]. For a careful appraisal of the role of the law across Judaism as its function varied depending 
on the sect of Judaism involved, see Carson, O’Brien, and Seifrid 2001. 

[12]. See also Heb. 2:2; Deut. 33:2; Isa. 63:9 (angel of the presence saved them); Jub. 1.27; 2.1; L.A.B. 


11.5; T. Dan 6.2; Pesigta Rabbati 21.7; “angel of God,” Exod. 14:19; 33:14; Bruce 1988a: 143n58; Bruce 
1990: 202; Pesch 1986a: 254. 


3. The Martyrdom of Stephen (7:54-8:1a) 


[1]. On martyrs, death, and visions, see Mart. Ascen. Isa. 5.9-16 (Isaiah, sawn in two, speaks by 


the Spirit); Targum Pseudo-Jonathan on Gen. 27:1 (Isaac sees the throne of God’s glory as he nears 
death, but the Isaac passage is not a martyrdom account); Conzelmann 1987: 59. 


[2]. For this verb, see Mark 7:33-34 (eyes); Luke 2:22-24 (womb); 24:30-32 (eyes and Scripture), 
45-47 (minds); Acts 7:55-56 (heavens); 16:14 (heart); 17:2-3 (explaining the Christ). In Judaism, for 
the related term, Úávolyw (anoigö, to open), see Isa. 63:19 LXX; 3 Macc. 6:18; 2 Bar. 22.1; in the NT, 
Rev. 4:1; 19:11; Johnson 1992: 140. 

[3]. Hurtado (2003) shows how this honor worked in the early centuries of the church. 


[4]. Fitzmyer 1998: 393 notes different reasons for stoning: Deut. 17:2-7 (worship of alien gods); 
Lev. 20:2-5 (sacrifice of children to Molech); Deut. 13:2-6 (prophesying in the name of a false god); 
Lev. 20:27 (divination); 24:14-16 (blasphemy); Num. 15:32-36 (Sabbath labor); Deut. 22:22 


(adultery); 21:18-21 (filial insubordination); Josh. 7:25 (violating the herem by taking the spoils of 
war). Le Cornu and Shulam (2003: 379) note that in the Pentateuch, eighteen offenses are 
punishable by stoning, including incest and other prohibited sexual relations, blasphemy, idolatry, 
divination, sorcery, soothsaying, profaning the Sabbath, and a rebellious son. 


B. Saul the Persecutor and the Spread of the Word (8:1b-4) 


[1]. On such violent divisions within Judaism, see Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 388-91, who note 


(1) civil war among the Pharisees during the time of Alexander Jannaeus (102-76 BC); (2) Qumran’s 
reaction to Jerusalem; (3) tensions between the schools of Hillel and Shammai before AD 70; and (4) 
sicarii, or zealot, violence during the same period. 


[2]. The active form of the verb is used in the LXX and often means “oppress” or “subvert”; see 
Exod. 23:8; 2 Chron. 16:10; Prov. 18:9; 19:3; Isa. 65:8. But Ps. 80:13 (79:14 LXX) uses the word for a 
boar that rips up a vineyard, and Isa. 65:25 speaks of a lion who no longer destroys his prey. 


1. Philip in Samaria (8:5-25) 


[1]. See Witherington's dissent about the supposed long histories of transmission for these 
events. Witherington 1998: 280 notes that Luke may well have had direct contact with Philip 


and/or his daughters (Acts 21:8-10). He regards the lack of editing in the story as evidence of 


Luke’s direct handling of the story through such sources rather than the assembling of distinct 
traditions without editorial attention to the combining of these sources. 
[2]. See also Justin Martyr, Dial. 120.6, which names him as a magician and god but does not call 


him a Gnostic. Irenaeus (Ag. Her. 1.16.2-3) connects him to Gnosticism. Hippolytus (Refutation of All 


Heresies 6.2-20) says that Simon failed to rise from the dead after making such a prediction (other 
texts: Pseudo-Clement, Homilies 2.22, 24; 18.12, 14; Epiphanius, Refutation of All Heresies 21; Origen, 


Against Celsus 1.57; Acts of Peter 4-32, where Simon is bested by Peter; for more of the views of 
Ignatius, Justin Martyr, and Irenaeus, see discussion in vv. 9-11. 


[3]. See Irenaeus, Ag. Her. 1.23.2 (“from whom all sorts of heresies derive their origin”); 1.27.4 
(refutes the school of Valentinus, a “successor to Simon Magus”); 2.preface.1 (denounces the 
doctrine ofthe pleroma and the demiurge as “declaring at the same time the doctrine of Simon 


Magus of Samaria, their progenitor, and of all those who succeeded him”). 

[4]. This is correctly noted by Jervell 1998: 263, pace Fitzmyer 1998: 400, who argues for evidence 
of the influence of the institutional church here, seeing hierarchy in this act. Weiser 1981: 203 is 
somewhere in between, noting that this is not evidence of full hierarchical control over the 


sacraments but of grounding and acceptance within the hierarchical apostolic community. Weiser’s 
view is more likely. The apostolic role, however, is simply confirming what God has already done 


independently of the apostles, an important qualification against any claim that “early 
catholicism” is evidenced in this account. 


2. Philip and the Eunuch (8:26-40) 


[1]. See Elijah in 1 Kings 18:46, noted by Josephus, Ant. 8.13.6 8346; false prophets in Jer. 23:21; an 
angelic messenger in Zech. 2:4 (2:8 LXX); the word runs swiftly in Ps. 147:15; Aaron in Num. 16:47; 
David in 1 Sam. 20:6. 


[2]. See Bock 1987: 226-27 and the textual discussion for details. The only portion often debated 


here is the very difficult Hebrew of v. 8—does it refer to a lack of posterity for the servant or to his 
death? Either way an untimely death is suggested. 


[3]. See Acts 8:36; 10:46-47 (of not hindering baptism to Cornelius’s house); 11:17 (Who could 
hinder God from giving Cornelius’s faith?); 16:6-8 (hindered going to Asia); 24:22-23 (not hinder 
Paul seeing friends); 27:43-44 (prevented a plan to kill prisoners on the ship voyage). The adverb 


(ákwAÚtoc, akölytös) appears in the final verse of Acts in 28:31, where Paul preaches the gospel of 
the kingdom unhindered. 


[4]. Would one have to go into the water to pour it? There is the parallel with John’s baptism in 
the Jordan River as well. In second-century Christian texts, there is the note about using running 
water when possible, as in Did. 7.1; Bruce 1990: 229. Still, Did. 7.3 says that immersion is not 


necessary. Such water was seen as “living.” 

[5]. See Acts 1:3-5 (2x; John’s baptism); 2:38 (related to the gift of the Spirit but “in the name of 
Jesus”); also 2:41; 8:12-16 (3x), 36, 38; 9:18-19; 10:46-48 (2x); 11:16 (2x); 16:15, 33-34; 18:8; 19:3-6 
(3x; discusses and distinguishes between John’s and Jesus’s baptisms); 22:16. 


[6]. For a summary of the Ethiopian’s career among the church fathers, see Irenaeus, Ag. Her. 
3.12.10, where he is said to have proclaimed the message in Ethiopia, but clear evidence of a vibrant 
church there does not appear until the fourth century. 


D. The Conversion and Early Reception of Saul (9:1-30) 


[1]. Pace Hedrick 1981, who sees a miracle account transformed into a commission account. 
[2]. So correctly Williams 1990: 166, who notes and rejects other naturalistic explanations such 
as epilepsy, some type of ecstatic trance, or a mere legend, the option for which Conzelmann 1987: 


72-73 argues. 


1. The Conversion of Saul (9:1-19a) 


[1]. For conceptual parallels, see Acts 22:4, 26:10; OT: Ps. 18:15 (17:16 LXX). In classical literature, 
Euripides, Bacchanals 620, also uses it of a persecutor; Conzelmann 1987: 71. In Jewish literature, see 
4 Macc. 4:8 (of Apollonius threatening to seize funds from the temple). 


[2]. Josephus, J.W. 2.20.2 $561, speaks of at least ten thousand being massacred there, but 7.8.7 
8368 speaks of more than eighteen thousand killed. Both are estimates and point to a large Jewish 


population. On the city’s history, see Fitzmyer 1998: 423; details in Hengel and Schwemer 1997: 55— 
61. 


[3]. For a similar description at Qumran, see 1QS 9.17-18; 10.21; 11.13; CD 1.13; 2.6; 20.18. In 
Judaism, see 1 En. 91.18; 2 En. 30.15; T. Ash. 3.1-6.5; Ebel, NIDNTT 3:935-43; Johnson 1992: 162; 
Fitzmyer 1998: 424 notes multiple references at Qumran. It is also present in the OT: Pss. 1:1, 6; 2:12. 

[4]. Contrast the descriptions of Jesus in Acts of Thomas 34; Acts of John 97, where Paul sees the 
Lord. For other presentations of such a vision, see 4 Macc. 4:10; in the OT: Exod. 19:16 (light flashes 
like lightning); 2 Sam. 22:15; Ezek. 1:28; Schille 1984: 220. 

[5]. Kim 1981 details the influence of this event on Paul’s Christology; Acts 22:7; 26:14; Col. 1:18; 
Eph. 1:22-23; 4:15-16. This view goes back to Augustine, Sermons 361.14. 

[6]. Wikenhauser 1948 discusses examples in Greek and Latin works, as does Conzelmann 1987: 
72. In Judaism, see Josephus, Ant. 11.8.4-5 $$325-35, the high priest Jaddua’s meeting with 
Alexander the Great. 


2. Saul Preaches in Damascus (9:19b-25) 


[1]. See Hengel and Schwemer 1997: 127-32, where Paul's portrait is preferred but “here we 


cannot exclude the possibility Paul and Acts are right.” They refer to attempts by both Jews and the 
Nabateans to do away with Paul. 


A. Peter Performs Two Miracles at Lydda and Joppa (9:32-43) 


[1]. Jesus also performed such a healing after asking others to leave the room (Mark 5:40; Luke 
8:51). 

[2]. There is significant parallel wording between this account and 1 Kings 17:17-24 and 2 Kings 
4:19-37. 


1. Peter and Cornelius (10:1-48) 


[1]. On the debate about whether the cohort was stationed here during the time of Herod, see 


Bruce 1988a: 214-15. Another inscription about this unit, in CIL 11.6117, is hard to date; 
Witherington 1998: 346; Barrett 1994: 499, 

[2]. For rooftop prayers in the OT and Judaism, see 2 Kings 23:12; Neh. 8:16; Jer. 19:13; 32:29; 
Zeph. 1:5; Dan. 6:10; Tob. 3:17. 


[3]. On the daily schedule of prayer, see Dan. 6:10; Ps. 55:17; Did. 8.3. In this Cornelius narrative, 
prayers take place at noon and 3 p.m. Another popular time to pray was 9 a.m. Again 9 a.m. and 3 
p.m. are the times of prayer at the temple. A later text (b. Sabb. 9b) places a key afternoon prayer 
time at around 12:30 p.m. (Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 558). 

[4]. In the Talmud, b. Sabb. 10a says that men had their meal at the fourth hour (10 a.m.), 
workmen at the fifth (11 a.m.), students of Torah at the sixth (12 p.m.); Barrett 1994: 505. 

[5]. See Gen. 1:20, 24 where birds are noted; 6:20 LXX for these three basic categories in slightly 
different terms. On the Jewish law concerning unclean creatures, see Lev. 11:2-47, esp. 46-47; 20:25; 
Deut. 14:3-21; Acts 11:6; Rom. 1:23; Wenham 1981. 

[6]. For Jesus’s teaching on clean and unclean, see Mark 7:1-23, esp. Mark’s own comment in 
7:19b about food now declared clean, which the remark to Peter (Acts 10:15) also indicates. Rather 
than appealing to Jewish law, Paul speaks of food practices in terms of conscience (Rom. 14-15; 1 
Cor. 10:25, 27) and regards circumcision as of no consequence (1 Cor. 7:17-24), in both cases 
showing that the era and role of the law has changed because of Christ's coming. In Gal. 3, Paul 
portrays the law as a pedagogue, as a temporary instructor and guide until Christ comes. 

[7]. Was table fellowship common between Jews and Gentiles in this period (Jervell 1998: 
308n160)? Dunn 1983: 3-57 sees it as possible in cases where God-fearing Gentiles or less 
scrupulous Jews were concerned. He also notes that strict Jews would have avoided table fellowship 
as much as possible. Esler 1987: 73-86 says that such table fellowship is hard to imagine in a Jewish 
home and going to a Gentile home would be even less likely. Peter’s presence in a Gentile home is 
the issue here. This is the less common practice for certain. Jervell 1998: 309 argues that it is 
because Cornelius is a God-fearer that Peter feels comfortable doing this, but this seems to 
understate the vision, which makes no distinctions. 

[8]. Barrett 1994: 517 suggests a still unknown idiom, noting that few copyists seemed troubled 
by the expression. 

[9]. See James 2:9, which has a variation of this term. Romans 2:11 has the idea; conceptually, 
other Christian texts: Eph. 6:9; Col. 3:25; James 2:1; 1 Pet. 1:17; 1 Clem. 1.3; Barn. 4.12; Pol. Phil. 6.1; 
Bruce 1990: 260; Bassler 1985. 

[10]. On sin seen as captivity to the devil, from which exorcism frees, see Pelikan 2005: 133-35. 

[11]. See esp. Stanton 1974: 67-85, who notes that the speech alludes to Ps. 107:20 (106:20 LXX); 
Isa. 52:7; 61:1; and Deut. 21:22. He sees Luke using early-church exegetical tradition here. 


2. Peter Reports to Jerusalem about Gentiles (11:1-18) 


[1]. Jervell 1998: 314 sees it as a reference to all Christians, but this comprehensive sense is 
unlikely here. The description has the feel of a group within a larger group. He also argues that 


table fellowship seems to be the primary complaint, not the effort to bring them salvation. Peter’s 


reply, however, esp. in vv. 15-18, treats the coming of salvation and baptism to Gentiles, and so 
salvation appears to be the point as well. 


C. The Church at Antioch: Barnabas, Saul, and Agabus (11:19- 
30) 


[1]. See Josephus, Ant. 12.3.1 §§119-20; J.W. 3.2.4 829; 7.3.3 8843-45; 2 Macc. 4; Pliny the Elder, 
Nat. 6.122, states six hundred thousand in the first century; Eckey 2000: 254-55 thinks this number 
is too high and speaks of two hundred fifty thousand, and Hengel and Schwemer 1997: 186 suggest 
three hundred thousand; Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 615 speak of one hundred thousand. 

[2]. See Schwemer 1998; M. Wilson 2003. Schwemer’s burden is to suggest that Gal. 2:11-14 
should be tied to Acts 18:21-23, as Antioch drops out of Acts at that point. 

[3]. Hengel and Schwemer 1997: 239 argue that multiple visits have been combined into one by 
Luke, but the rationale for this opinion is not clear beyond some question expressed about the 
collection and the silence regarding it in Gal. 2:1. Josephus (J.W. 2.8.12 $159) mentions prophets at 
Qumran who foretold and were seldom wrong. 

[4]. See Suetonius, Claudius 18.2; Tacitus, Ann. 12.43; Dio Cassius, Rom. Hist. 40.11; Bruce 1990: 276 
has a full list of Greco-Roman discussions. Riesner 1998: 127-36 argues that local famines are in 
view. 

[5]. Acts 2:17; 4:5, 8, 23; 6:12; 11:30; 14:23; 15:2, 4, 6, 22-23 [2x]; 16:4; 20:17; 21:18; 23:14; 24:1; 25:15. 
Other, earlier uses refer to the mature leaders of a Jewish group, a usage that reappears in Acts 23- 
25, or to older people, as in 2:17. 


D. Persecution in Jerusalem (12:1-23) 


[1]. See Johnson 1992: 217; Lucian, Toxaris 28-33; Achilles Tatius, Leuc. Cleit. 3.9-11; Ovid, Metam. 
3.690—700; Artapanus, On the Jews, frg. 3; Euripides, Bacchanals 346-57, 434-50, 510-643. 

[2]. See Josephus, J.W. 6.5.3 8293 (not of a prison escape but of an evil portent to the Jews); 
Euripides, Bacchanals 443-48 (Bacchus frees himself); Ovid, Metam. 3.696-700 (an escape also 
involves a self-escape and the handcuffs falling away). Barrett 1994: 581 calls the parallels 
superficial, as self-escape is not the same; Schneider 1982: 105n39; Eckey 2000: 270. 

[3]. In the sixth century, this locale became linked to the events of the Last Supper and an 
anointing by the Spirit (Jervell 1998: 334n329). 

[4]. Other Herod references from Josephus include Ant. 18.6.2 $150, 18.6.7 89195-201 (a 
prediction that his earlier imprisonment would end, but if he saw an owl again, it would be a bad 
sign); J.W. 2.11.6 §219 (a shorter reference to his death). 

[5]. The games are discussed in Josephus, J.W. 1.21.8 §415; Ant. 16.5.1 §§136—41, but not this 
particular occasion; Bruce 1990: 288; Marshall 1980: 212. 

[6]. See Pesch 1986a: 368, opting for March 10; Barrett 1994: 592, opting for March 5 while noting 
that August, AD 44, is also possible. 

[7]. In the Apocrypha, see 2 Macc. 9:5-28 (about the death of Antiochus IV Epiphanes), and in the 
NT, Acts 23:3. Greco-Roman accounts of severe death include Herodotus, Hist. 4.205 (of Pheretime); 
and Pausanius, Descr. 9.7.2 (of Cassander). 

[8]. Bruce 1990: 289; Johnson 1992: 216; and Barrett 1994: 591-92 have a complete listing of 
parallels with gruesome deaths, not just “by worms.” Lang, TDNT 7:456. 


V. The Mission from Antioch and the Full Incorporation of 
Gentiles (13:1-15:35) 


[1]. Spencer’s case for a literary break of only two expeditions to seas in the East (the 
Mediterranean and the Aegean), though interesting, is less compelling when one keeps in mind the 
role of Jerusalem in Acts. More interesting is his observation that the ministry involves four social 
groups: Jews, Greco-Romans, Christians, and charismatic groups, by which he means magicians and 
beneficiaries of miracles, who probably are better seen as two distinct classes, one containing those 
being challenged in terms of their associations to supernatural power and the other containing 
positive beneficiaries of ministry. 


2. Barnabas and Saul’s Mission in Cyprus (13:4-12) 


[1]. Paullus is the Latin spelling. 
[2]. On how a text such as this evokes a theme popular later in the church of Christus Victor 


(Christ the Victor), see Pelikan 2005: 154-55. 


3. Paul and Barnabas in Pisidian Antioch (13:13-52) 


[1]. On the worship form of speeches in the synagogue, see Bowker 1967-68; b. Meg. 29b; Philo, 
Spec. Laws 2.15 $62; Str-B 1:997. 

[2]. On John the Baptist in Luke-Acts, see Luke 1:17, 76-77; 3:1-17; 5:33; 7:18-33; 9:7-9, 19; 16:16; 
20:4-6; Acts 1:5, 22; 10:37; 11:16; 18:25; 19:3-4; and parallels in Matt. 3:1-17 and Mark 1:2-11; also 
John 1:19-27; Josephus, Ant. 18.5.2 §§116-17. 

[3]. On TÍ (ti) functioning as a question and not a relative clause, see Moule 1959: 124, 132; BDF 
§298.4, §299.2; “What do you think I am?” (NET); “Who do you think I am?” (HCSB). 

[4]. On holy things as things said, see Wis. 6:10 and Josephus, Ant. 8.4.3 $115. In Josephus the 


expression refers to “holy laws”; Witherington 1998: 412; Dupont 1961. 
[5]. This is modern-day Konya in Turkey. 


4. In Iconium (14:1-7) 


[1]. But see Marshall 1980: 234, who seems to prefer the explanation that apostleship extended 
beyond the Twelve and included Barnabas. 


5. In Lystra and Derbe (14:8-20) 


[1]. Witherington 1998: 421-22 cites the text, and D. W. Gill 1994b: 81-85 discusses the civic cult 
of Zeus and Hermes located there. 


[2]. See also Bruce 1988a: 274-75; Calder 1910a; 1910b; 1925-26; Hemer 1989: 111; MAMA 8 81 (a 
triad of gods: Epékoos [= Zeus], Hermes, and the goddess Ge). 


[3]. The A element is the crippled man's illness and Paul's survival (vv. 8 and 20a). The B element 
is the healing through Paul and the stoning of Paul (vv. 9-10 and 19). The C element is the desire to 


honor Paul and Barnabas and their stopping such honoring (vv. 11-13 and 18b). The D element is 
the protest of the missionaries (vv. 14-15a and 18a). The central E element is the proclamation (vv. 
15b-17). Schnabel 2004: 1115 also correctly questions the reading of the text offered by Fournier 


1997: 81-84, who argues that to the Gentiles Paul preached God and declared a salvation that was 
possible outside Christ. 


[4]. For more on how many outsiders would have viewed the region, see comments on 14:5-7. 
[5]. Deities posing as strangers and mingling with mortals are common in the literature: Ovid, 


Metam. 8.611-725 (tells of such a visit); Homer, Od. 17.485-86 (a request that such a visit might take 


place). On the stare, see Heliodorus, Aethiopica 3.13.2-3, although this is a late text; PGM 7.768; 
13.946. On the loud voice, see Origen, Against Celsus 6.75 (where Celsus argues that if Jesus had been 


a god, he would have been different and had a different voice); Homer, Il. 20.375-80 (Apollo’s voice 
identified as one of a god that causes fear); Od. 24.529-35 (Athena’s voice produces fear and respect 
for instruction); Apollonius of Rhodes, Argonautica 4.640-42 (Heras voice produces fear). This is 
also said of God in OT and Jewish texts: 1 Sam. 7:10; Ezek. 9:1; Deut. 4:11-12; 5:22; 3 Bar. 11.15. 

[6]. See Chariton of Aphrodisias, Chaer. 1.1.16; 1.14.1; 3.2.15-17; Xenophon of Ephesus, Eph. Tale 
1.12.1; Heliodorus, Aethiopica 1.2.1; Johnson 1992: 248. For such accounts, see Ovid, Metam. 1.390— 
779; 2.466-95; D. W. Gill 1994b: 79-92; Winter 1994: 93-103. 


[7]. See Ovid, Metam. 4.755; Persius, Satires 2.44; Virgil, Aeneid 5.366; Euripides, Heracles 529; 
Williams 1990: 249, 


[8]. See also Exod. 20:11-12; 1 Kings 16:2, 13, 26; 2 Kings 17:15; Esth. 4:17 LXX [Add. Esth. 13:8-14 
Eng.]; Ps. 145:6 LXX [146:6 Eng.]; Jer. 2:5; 8:19; Neh. 9:6; 3 Macc. 6:11 (addressed to the living Creator 
God); 40521 2.2.2; in the NT: 1 Thess. 1:9-10, but the 1 Thess. 1:10 point is not in Acts; Johnson 1992: 
249, 

[9]. That the early church worshiped Jesus in light of such feelings about the worship of humans 
is significant, for it shows that Jesus clearly was seen as more than a mere mortal. 


[10]. BDF $442.16 discusses the hendiadys reflected in the last phrase of this list. 


6. Return to Antioch (14:21-28) 


[1]. On the implications of such a passage for the “imitation of Christ” in the teaching of the 
church through the centuries, see Pelikan 2005: 167-69, 

[2]. 1 Cor. 16:15-18; 1 Thess. 5:12; Phil. 1:1, referring to overseers (E1TLOKOTTO1, episkopoi); Bruce 
1990: 326; 1 Tim. 5:17; Titus 1:5; also 1 Pet. 5:1-2; 2 John 1; 3 John 1. 


B. Consultation at Jerusalem (15:1-35) 


[1]. For variety, I will still occasionally use the traditional term “council” to refer to this meeting, 
but I use the word in a nontechnical sense. 

[2]. Exactly how to describe the issue beyond this is much discussed by scholars. Details include 
(1) the issue of table fellowship; (2) freedom from the law; (3) setting aside part of the law; (4) 


showing continuity with God's people; (5) making concessions for Gentile Christians; and (6) 
making concessions for Jewish Christians (Jervell 1998: 403n742). Circumcision and the law seem to 


be the key issues requiring treatment in a way that allows for unencumbered fellowship between 
Jews and Gentiles as well as the evangelizing of Gentiles. A key obstacle to fellowship is Gentile 


association with idolatry, something that also surfaces in Paul’s letters (Rom. 1:18-32; 1 Cor. 8-10). 
[3]. For other key Jewish texts on circumcision, see Lev. 12:3; Jub. 15.28; Exod. Rabbah 15.7; m. 
Ned. 3.11; Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 802—4. 


1. The Problem (15:1-5) 


[1]. Other “law of Moses” texts in the NT include Luke 2:22; 24:44; John 7:23; Acts 13:39; 28:23; 1 
Cor. 9:9; and Heb. 10:28; Schneider 1982: 179n39. Other texts refer to a “law of Christ” or a “royal 


law,” 1 Cor. 9:21; Gal. 6:2; James 2:8. The law of Christ is tied to the law of love or of freedom from 
requirements of the law, a theme at work in all three passages where the expressions appear. 


2. The Discussion and Decision (15:6-21) 


[1]. If this event dates to AD 48-49, then we are looking back about a decade. 
[2]. In the OT, see Num. 16:5; Deut. 4:37; 7:7; 21:5; Josh. 24:15; 1 Sam. 16:9-10 LXX; 1 Kings 8:16, 44 
LXX; 1 Chron. 28:4-5; Neh. 9:7; Bruce 1990: 336. 


[3]. On the term “yoke” applied to the keeping of commandments in Judaism, see m. Ber. 2.2, 
where it is seen positively; also m. "Abot 1.19; 3.5; Sir. 51:26; Ps. Sol. 7.9; 17.30; Josephus, Ag. Ap. 2.37 


88271-80; and contrast Philo, Rewards 14 880: “For the commandments are not burdensome or too 


weighty for the ability of you who are to live by them to obey.” 
[4]. This might point to the influence of a traditional source (see the introduction to this unit). 


[5]. In Judaism see Philo, Spec. Laws 2.15 $861-64, for a description of how people learn from 
Moses each “seventh” day; Creation 43 §128; also Josephus, Ant. 16.2.3 §43; Ag. Ap. 2.17 §175. 


3. The Reply and Messengers (15:22-35) 


[1]. On the role of councils in church history, see Pelikan 2005: 175-77. 

[2]. See Witherington 1998: 467; Winter and Clarke 1993: 305-36, although Winter does not 
mention this passage; and NewDocs 1:78 no. 26. On encyclicals in Judaism, see Le Cornu and Shulam 
2003: 843-45. Second Macc. 1:1 is an opening to such a letter. 


[3]. Note the double use of ASeA@ol (adelphoi, brethren) and ASeA ote (adelphois) to introduce 
the letter. This is the first time this title is used primarily of Gentiles in Acts (Jervell 1998: 400). 


1. Paul and Barnabas Split Up (15:36-41) 


[1]. See Deut. 29:27 LXX (29:28 Eng.) and Jer. 39:37 LXX (32:37 Eng.), where it refers to God’s 
wrath; these are the two occurrences in the LXX; for the verb, see Num. 14:11; 15:30; Deut. 1:34; 


9:19; Ps. 9:34 (10:13 Eng.); Johnson 1992: 282; also Acts 17:16, where the presence of idols provokes 
Paul. 


2. Timothy Joins Paul and Silas in Lystra (16:1-5) 


[1]. The relevant OT texts Neh. 13:23; Ezra 9:2; 10:2, 10; Mal. 2:10-16 show sensitivity to the 
question of mixed marriage; Fitzmyer 1998: 576. Schneider 1982: 200-201 calls it an exceptional 
situation; also Jub. 30.7-17. 


3. The Vision of the Macedonian Man (16:6-10) 


[1]. See Hemer 1989: 280-99 for detailed source and inscription data that show the adjectival use 
of Phrygia; Witherington 1998: 477-78; also NewDocs 3:174 no. 90 with arguments against the 
northern Galatian view summarized by Haenchen 1987: 483-84n2; Jewett 1997: 1-22 presents a 
proposed itinerary based on the northern Galatian theory, the view Hemer vigorously challenges. 
Schnabel 2004: 1132-34 has a full treatment and opts for the southern Galatian theory. He notes 
that there is no evidence of Jewish presence in northern Galatia until the third century. 

[2]. Herodotus, Hist. 7.12; Philostratus, Life Apoll. 4.34; Pseudo-Callisthenes, Life of Alexander of 
Macedon 1.35; Conzelmann 1987: 127; Johnson 1992: 286. Weiser 1985: 412-15 notes eight examples 
from Greek and Jewish writers extending into the second century AD. 


4. In Philippi (16:11-40) 


[1]. CIL 3.664 contains a damaged inscription with “purple” noted; Conzelmann 1987: 130; CIG 
3496-98; Fitzmyer 1998: 585. 

[2]. See Plutarch, De defectu oraculorum 9.414E [= Moralia 414E]. The association with 
ventriloquism evokes 1 Sam. 28:8 LXX with the witch of Endor, and m. Sanh. 7.7 notes a rabbinic 
condemnation of python spirits; Str-B 2:743; Larkin 1995: 237. 

[3]. It is often asked why Paul does not here defend and protect himself by mentioning his 
citizenship. But for Paul to opt for a Roman emphasis here when the connections to Judaism are 
being challenged might send the wrong message about where Paul's cultural and religious loyalties 
lie. See Schnabel 2004: 1156-57. It is a considered choice, as Rapske 1994b: 121-34 argues in detail. 

[4]. Origen, Against Celsus 2.34, compares this event to the one, described by Euripides, of the 
deliverance of the Bacchanals and Dionysius in Bacchanals 443-50, 586-602; Bruce 1990: 363. 

[5]. Numerous commentaries enter into discussions about infant baptism because of such verses, 
but there is no point here to be made about what later became a distinct, important question. This 
washing of baptism may have come from the well used for the prison (see Le Cornu and Shulam 
2003: 913; Rapske 1994b: 253-54 for this scene). 

[6]. See Cicero, Pro Rabirio 4.12, although such rights were not always honored. Cicero (In Verrem 
2.5.62 §§161-62) tells of one who is beaten protesting his citizenship as the beating goes on 
inappropriately, in Cicero’s view (see In Verrem 2.5.66 §170: “To bind a Roman citizen is a crime, to 


flog him is an abomination, to slay him is almost an act of murder; to crucify him is—what? There 
is no fitting word that can possibly describe so horrible a deed” [Greenwood 1935: 655, 657]). 
[7]. The preposition G16 (apo) has locational force (BDF §209.1). 


5. In Thessalonica (17:1-9) 


[1]. See Aristotle, Politics 1291A; Plato, Protagoras 347C; Herodotus, Hist. 2.141; Bruce 1990: 370; on 
agora-led riots, see Plutarch, Aemilius Paullus 38.3. 

[2]. Bruce 1988a: 324n8 mentions thirty-two inscriptions from the second century BC to the 
third century AD; NewDocs 2 no. 5; G. Horsley 1994. 

[3]. The third charge is that of turning the world upside down, that is, disturbing the peace (v. 6). 


7. In Athens (17:16-34) 


[1]. References to unknown gods in the plural are attested: the above-mentioned Pausanius and 
Philostratus, Life Apoll. 6.3, speak of altars erected to unknown gods. 

[2]. See Acts 4:24; 14:15; Exod. 20:11; Neh. 9:6; Ps. 74:17; Isa. 45:7; Wis. 9:1, 9; 11:17; 2 Macc. 7:23, 
28; 4 Macc. 5:25; Epictetus, Discourses 4.7.6; Zeno, founder of the Stoics, was against building temples 
to the gods (Plutarch, Moralia 1034B). 

[3]. See 1 Chron. 29:14; Ps. 50:9-12; Amos 5:12-23; 2 Macc. 14:35; 3 Macc. 2:9; Philo, Spec. Laws 1.53 


§291; Josephus, Ant. 8.4.3 $111; giver of life, Isa. 42:5; Gen. 2:7; Wis. 1:7, 14. The numerous references 
to the themes in this speech show how basic and Jewish the theology is that Paul expresses here. 

[4]. See Gen. 1:24; 10:1-32; Deut. 32:8; Pss. 74:17; 104:5-9; Job 12:23; 38:8-11; Dan. 2:21; Wis. 7:17— 
19; 1QM 10.12-15; Acts 14:17. 

[5]. See Deut. 4:28-29; Pss. 26:8 LXX [27:8 Eng.]; 104:4 LXX [105:4 Eng.]; Prov. 16:8 LXX; 28:5; Wis. 
13:6; Jer. 27:4; 29:12—14; Isa. 31:1; 51:1; 55:6. 

[6]. See Exod. 20:4; Deut. 4:28; 5:8; Ps. 115:4-8; Isa. 37:19; 40:18—20; 44:9-20; 46:5-11; in Judaism: 
Wis. 13:10; 15:7-17; Philo, Decalogue 14 $66; m. ‘Abodah Zarah shows the rabbinic view. 

[7]. On the role of divine economies or dispensations in the program of God, see Pelikan 2005: 
173-75 as he discusses Acts 15:8-9 and what has now come with Christ. Jewish texts express the 
idea that God’s judgment is slow in order to allow time for repentance (Wis. 11:23). Other Jewish 
texts suggest that God lets sinners go their own way (2 Esd. [4 Ezra] 3:8; Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 
970). 

[8]. Many of the ideas expressed in this speech parallel what Paul says in his letters. 

[9]. Later gnostic Christianity, which was syncretistic with the Greek culture, also denied a 
bodily resurrection and was seen as heretical for holding such a view. 

[10]. The issue of gender has become so contentious that it is hard to make a linguistic argument 
such as this on one side or the other without being accused of having ulterior motives. This kind of 
charge does not advance the discussion. That some do have an agenda for or against the question 
may certainly be the case, but those wishing to lay outthe data pro and con in a balanced way 
should be able to do so without their motives being impugned. In other words, there are 
protagonists on each side ofthis discussion, but also many others are simply trying to lay out the 
data. The debate over the linguistic force of àvńp is an example of a point that is not as clear as 
some claim. The controversy over certain renderings in the Today’s New International Version is 


another example of such a discussion, where each side has impugned the integrity of the other side 
by suggesting hidden motives for their translation choices. This is not the way to advance 
understanding. 


8. In Corinth (18:1-17) 


[1]. One is an inscription found at a temple to Apollo in Delphi; the other, from Kys in Caria, is 
found in CIL 6.1256 and 8.14727 and is often not included in discussions of Pauline chronology, 
according to Fitzmyer. 

[2]. Witherington 1998: 539-44 has a full discussion of the background of the decree. Fitzmyer 
1998: 619 explains that Suetonius misunderstood Christus for Chrestus as the latter was the more 
common name. 

[3]. MM 37 quotes a papyrus from 200 BC (P.Magd. 14.3-4) in which a father complains that a 
courtesan induced his son to sign a bill for one thousand drachmas. 


2. In Ephesus (19:1-41) 


[1]. See Trebilco 2004: 152 (“A strong case can be put that there is an historical basis for Luke’s 


account of Paul's success in Ephesus”), 157 (studies argue for the credibility of the local coloring of 
the riot scene; especially important here is the marginal role of Paul in the story, something 


unlikely if the story were invented), 163 (speaking of the riot scene, he says, “We conclude that 
objections to the historicity of the event are unconvincing”). 

[2]. The problem is raised because the term used here, ápxiepeÚs (archiereus), normally means 
high priest, but it is unlikely that these figures, so far away from Jerusalem and associated with 
magic, are relatives of the high-priestly family in Jerusalem. 

[3]. Jervell 1998: 481-82 argues that a boundary between magic and syncretism is not the point 
here but showing on whose side God stands, whether with the Jewish exorcists or with Paul. 
Jervell’s point of emphasis is correct, but part of the problem is the syncretistic approach of these 
exorcists. In this case, the point is not a matter of either/or but of both/and (see esp. vv. 18-19 
below). 

[4]. See Strabo, Geogr. 14.1.22-23; Pliny the Elder, Nat. 16.213; 36.95-97, 179; Dio Cassius, Rom. Hist. 
39.20, speaks of such trade in Ephesus, as does Ammianus Marcellinus, Res gestae 22.13; Xenophon 
of Ephesus, Eph. Tale 2.2-3.3; Oster 1976; Knibbe 1995. 

[5]. On the reputation of Artemis, see Pausanius, Descr. 4.31.8, who notes that all cities recognize 
her and treat her as the greatest of gods; also Livy, Hist. Rom. 1.45.2; Barrett 1998: 927. 

[6]. NewDocs 6 no. 30 shows that the term was used of the temple cult as well as the cult 
surrounding the emperor; CIG 2972. 

[7]. See Jewish tradition on Exod. 22:28a; Josephus, Ant. 4.8.10 §207; Ag. Ap. 2.34 §237; Philo, Spec. 
Laws 1.9 §53; Moses 2.38 §205; on such acts, Plato, Republic 1.344B; 2 Macc. 4:42; Josephus, J.W. 1.33.4 
§654; Ant. 4.8.10 §207; Ag. Ap. 1.26 §249; 1.34 $310; Rom. 2:22; Johnson 1992: 350; Fitzmyer 1998: 661. 


3. From Macedonia and Greece Back to Miletus (20:1-16) 


[1]. On the option that Achaia and Macedonia should be distinguished, see Le Cornu and Shulam 
(2003: 1091), who argue that Paul distinguishes Macedonia from Corinth in his second letter to 


Corinth. Of course, we are dealing with Lukan usage in Acts, and in 18:27-28 the two areas are 
treated synonymously. 

[2]. Rordorf 1977 opts for a Roman reckoning. Fitzmyer 1998: 668 sees a Jewish reckoning, as 
does Staats 1975. 


[3]. On Miletus, see Schnabel 2004: 1231-33. The city at one time had four ports; it founded many 
cities on the Black Sea coast in the seventh century BC. The philosopher Thales was from here. 


4. The Farewell Speech to the Ephesian Elders at Miletus 
(20:17-38) 


[1]. See Ps. 100:3; Isa. 40:11; Jer. 13:17; 23:2; Ezek. 34:12; Zech. 10:3; 11:16; NT: Luke 12:32; 15:3-7; 
19:10; John 10; 21:15-17; 1 Pet. 5:2; church father: 1 Clem. 44.3; 54.2; 57.2; Schneider 1982: 296. 
[2]. On the use of the imagery of blood in the history of the church as related to the work of the 


person of Christ as God, see Pelikan 2005: 221-22. 
[3]. See Seneca, Moral Ep. 81.17; Plutarch, Sayings of Kings and Commanders (= Moralia 173D 
[Artaxerxes I] and 181F [Ptolemy Son of Lagus]); Thucydides, Pel. War 2.97.4; Johnson 1992: 365. 


5. Paul’s Journey to Jerusalem (21:1-16) 


[1]. For other such symbolic prophetic acts, see 1 Kings 11:29-31; Isa. 8:1-4; 20:2-4; Jer. 13:1-11; 
19:1, 13; 27:1-22; Ezek. 4:1-8; Hos. 1:2; Polhill 1992: 435. 

[2]. So also Marshall 1980: 341 argues, asking why the host of the intermediate stop would be 
noted. Barrett 1998: 1004 also strongly defends the Jerusalem option, even though he notes that the 
wording here is clumsy. 


1. Paul and James (21:17-26) 


[1]. Bruce 1990: 444 is uncertain which is meant. 


3. Paul Defends Himself (21:37-22:29) 


[1]. On Jewish prophetic pretenders in the period, who often claimed to reproduce signs of the 
exodus, see Barnett 1981. He also notes that among the six named sign prophets of the period, only 
the Egyptian presented himself as a king-prophet. 

[2]. See Johnson 1992: 392; Plato, Apology 28A; Thucydides, Pel. War 3.52-60 is an example; Wis. 
6:10; Josephus, Ant. 16.4.3 88105-20. On its structure, see Quintilian, Institutio oratoria 3.9.1; Cicero, 
De inventione rhetorica 1.14.19. 

[3]. On the role of baptism in the early church, see Pelikan 2005: 236-41. 


4. Paul before the Jewish Council (22:30-23:11) 


[1]. Acts 2:26 (from the promise of protection through resurrection); 16:19 (hope of gain was 


gone when the slave girl was exorcised by Paul); 24:15 (hope of resurrection); 26:5-7 ([2x]; hope of 
the promise made to the fathers); 27:20 (a secular use: no hope of being rescued from the ship); 
28:20 (because of the hope of Israel, Paul has been bound); in Paul: 1 Cor. 15:19; Col. 1:5; 1 Thess. 
4:13; Titus 1:2; 3:7; Johnson 1992: 398. 


6. Paul Is Sent to Caesarea and to Felix (23:23-35) 


[1]. On Felix, see Josephus, Ant. 20.7.1 $$137-38 (appointed by Claudius, he persuaded the 
beautiful Drusilla to divorce her husband and marry him); 20.8.9 $182 (not popular with the Jews, 


who accused him of not being a just governor); J.W. 2.12.8 $247; Suetonius, Claudius 28; Tacitus, Hist. 
5.9 (portrays him as an evil man who wielded power insensitively, like a slave); Annals 12.54. For 
issues tied to the name and wives of Felix, see Brenk and Canali de Rossi 2001; Jervell 1998: 5621171; 
and the additional note on 23:24. 


1. Paul's First Defense and Custody before Felix (24:1-27) 


[1]. It is likely that v. 7 was not an original part of Acts; so, among others, Larkin 1995: 338. This 
is part of an addition that also includes sections of v. 6 and v. 8. The addition is poorly attested (see 


the additional note on 24:6-8a). It argues that the Jews would have judged Paul according to their 
law if Lysias had not come and seized Paul from their hands. 

[2]. Jervell 1998: 573-74 sees sources but is uncertain about a trial source. Luke has presented 
this in his own style. 


[3]. On Jewish views of being in Gentile courts, see Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 1286-87. It 
generally was not viewed positively, but in this case there is no other option (m. Git. 9.8; b. Git. 88b). 
[4]. On this description of the new movement, see Jervell 1998: 568 and Justin Martyr, Dial. 17.1; 


108.2. On this term, see Kuhli, EDNT 2:454-56. 

[5]. See Witherington 1998: 712-13; Appian, Civil Wars 3.54; Dio Cassius, Rom. Hist. 60.28.6; 
Suetonius, Claudius 15.2. 

[6]. Josephus (J.W. 2.14.1 $8272-76) describes Albinus as a ruler of complete wickedness (Ant. 


20.9.2 8205; 20.9.5 $215). James, the Lord’s brother, was slain in the interim between Festus and 
Albinus, when no Roman governor was present to stop the high priest from acting against James 


(Ant. 20.9.1 8200). 


2. Paul’s Appeal to Caesar before Festus (25:1-12) 


[1]. An appelatio is the appeal after a verdict and is a distinct legal category; Roloff 1988: 344. 
[2]. Justinian, Code 1.19.1; Digest 48.6.7, notes the roots in Ulpian; Mommsen 1901; Sherwin-White 


1963: 58, 68-70; Dio Cassius, Rom. Hist. 51.19; Tajra 1989: 144-47. 


3. Before Agrippa and Bernice (25:13-26:32) 


[1]. Sherwin-White 1963: 51, 68 says that the delay in holding Paul is also a problem and that the 
account is accurate. Fitzmyer 1998: 752 argues that this is “hardly a blatant contradiction” as 
Conzelmann claimed. 

[2]. Jervell 1998: 593 argues that it was Hebrew, the language of Scripture and heaven, which is 
possible since Paul is a rabbi (so also Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 1398-99). It could also have been 
the common language of the time, Aramaic. Later Jewish tradition argued that the angels did not 
know Aramaic (b. Sabb. 12b). 

[3]. See Ps. Sol. 16.4; Philo, Decalogue 17 $87; Euripides, Bacchanals 794-95; Aeschylus, Agamemnon 
1624; Pindar, Pythian Odes 2.173; Terence, Phormio 1.2.27; Eccles. 12:11; Schmid, TDNT 3:666-67; 
Vogeli 1953; Polhill 1992: 502; Stendahl 1963; Bruce 1990: 501; Gaventa 2003: 343. 

[4]. On the difference between faith as belief and the faith as doctrine delivered to the saints, see 
Pelikan 2005: 271-73. 

[5]. For more on repentance, see the discussion of Acts 2:38. For more on turning, see the 
discussion of 3:19, which shares the verbs “repent” and “turn.” 

[6]. Some OT texts, however, look to Gentile blessing: Gen. 12:1-3; Isa. 2:1-4; and the OT texts 
Paul notes in Rom. 15:7-13. The difficult relations with Gentiles in the intertestamental period 
hardened attitudes about the Gentiles and their gods among some Jews. 

[7]. On Scripture, see Luke 16:29-31; 24:25, 27; Acts 2:16; 3:18, 24; 10:43; 13:15, 27, 40; 15:15; 24:14; 
Johnson 1992: 438. 


C. The Long Sea Journey to Rome (27:1-28:16) 


[1]. Homer, Od. 5.291-332, has a storm. Weiser 1985: 660 lists eleven such sea accounts from the 
ancient world. Examples include Josephus, Life 3 8913-16; T. Naph. 6.2-10; Lucian, The Ship 7-10; 
Johnson 1992: 450-51. 

[2]. The three days of Mundus Patet, the Roman festival on which the door of the underworld was 
believed to be opened and the spirits of the dead were allowed to walk among the living. 

[3]. Anchors weighing about 1,320 pounds were found off Campo Morino near Taranto (Le Cornu 
and Shulam 2003: 1464). 

[4]. Witherington 1998: 772-73 gives seven reasons an allusion to the Lords Supper is not 
intended. Barrett 1998: 1208 shows five points of connection with the supper in Luke 22:15-19, and 
also canvasses the various views, most of which fall short of a full identification with the meal in 
this scene; Reicke 1948. Gaventa 2003: 355 notes that the lack of wine, no mention of a distribution 
of food, and the presence of unbelievers are all against an allusion to the meal. 

[5]. Warnecke 1987 suggests the latter option, but Larkin 1995: 378 correctly rejects both of these 
options. See also Polhill 1992: 531; Hemer 1975; Schwank 1990; and Wehnert 1990 for a more 
complete analysis of these other views. 

[6]. Phoenician presence dates back to the tenth century BC (Le Cornu and Shulam 2003: 1476). 
The island came into Roman hands in 218 BC. The area was also full of pirates, so the kind 
treatment is further evidence of divine protection. 


[7]. See Strabo, Geogr. 5.4.6; 17.1.7, where it is called Dikaiarchia; Seneca, Moral Ep. 77.1-2; 


Suetonius, Titus 5.3; Josephus, Life 3 $16; Fitzmyer 1998: 787; Eckey 2000: 582. The name comes from 
the volcanic dust of the northern shore of the Gulf of Naples on which it lies (Le Cornu and Shulam 


2003: 1493; puteolanum). It had a significant Jewish population and strong economic links to 
Alexandria since the end of the Punic War (201 BC). 


D. Visitors in Rome: The Gospel Preached (28:17-31) 


[1]. Jervell 1998: 629 does not make a conclusion about the conversion of individual Jews, since 
the church is made up of Jews and Gentiles. The rationale for this view includes the idea that the 
proclamation, in reaching Rome, has fulfilled Acts 1:8 and the city represents the world. It is not 
clear, however, that the scene in Rome means all of this, especially if the ending of Acts is open- 
ended, as shall be argued below: there is still more of the mission story to come. 


[2]. Ravens’s study presents in detail a future for Israel but plays Luke too much against 
Matthew, Paul, and Hebrews, mostly by denying an atoning view of soteriology to Luke. This 
understates Luke’s soteriology. Luke argues that the church was purchased with the Son’s blood 
and the Last Supper meal is a new covenant that comes through Jesus’s sacrifice (Acts 20:28; Luke 
22:20; for text-critical issues tied to these texts, see the additional note on 20:28 above and Bock 
1996: 1721-22). 
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